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PREFACE. 


FH E fame Indulgence which the Public vouch- 
ſafed to this Performance at its firſt Appear- 
r 
Impreſſion, which requires not only the moſt grateful 
Return of Thanks, but our utmoſs Endeavours 
to render it worthy of their Favour. We hope the 
Alterations and Additions with which it nom ap- 
pears, will in ſome meaſure acquit us of that Duty; 
and it would have given us infinite Pleaſure, if the 
Syſtems of the ſeveral Courts mentioned therein could 
have been rendered more perſpicuous than they are. 


We were in hopes, when we firfl began to reviſe 
it, that we ſhould have been able to have pronounced 
clearly as to the State of Things in the North, 
which notwithſlanding remains flill in a great De- 
gree of Obſcurity. In this, however, we have 
Reaſon to think ourſekves happy, that nothing has 
fallen out in thoſe Parts, either contrary to, or in- 
confiftent with the Conjeftures that we advanced. 


A 2 Nor 


( iv ) 
Nor is there any great Probability that they have 
any fuch Tendency at preſent. The Change of 
Kings in Sweden has made no Alteration in the Sy- 
Alem, and the Diet which ſat laſt Year was of the 


Same Complexion, but more unanimous than thoſe 
that went before it. 


In Germany there is no great Alteration, notwith- 
flanding many long and laborious Negotiations. We 
were, when this Book appeared la, in Expectatian 
of @ great Event, and we are yet filled with the 
ſame Expeftation. In this the Princes of the En- 
fire aft ſlowly, and with great Sagacity ; for the 
very Conſumption of Time, while it contributes to 
keep Things in Peace and good Order, anfwers 4 
very important End. But hide all this, it at- 
tratts the Eyes of Europe, as well as the Atten- 
tion of all Miniſters, and becomes by this means 
produftiuve of Meaſures not unprofitable to particu- 
lar Intereſt, or inconſiſtent with the common Good. 


In ſpeaking of France we ſtould have been glad 
to have found ourſelves more at Liberty to expreſs 
our Sentiments than the preſent Situation of Things, 
Morives of Prudence confidered, will allow. But 
we may well bring aurſelves to Submit to ſome Re- 
2 in that Reſpect, when it is evident, that 


thoſe 


* 


BE 
who have ſuperior Lights art not altogether 
A It is more than probable that the 
Time is at hand when theſe Clouds will be diſpelled, 
and we ſhall find our ſelves once more in a Condition 
to ſee and ſpeak freely. 


Spain fiil remains in poſſeſſion of ber old Charafter 


for tedious Negotiations. That which ſuſpended our 


Judgment in the laſt Edition is half adjuſted, and 
we once flattered ourſebves that a little Delay would = 
have furniſhed us with the Reſult of the ſupplemental 

Treaty, which has been ſo long upon the Carpet ; 
but perhaps that, which was denied to this, may be 
reſerved for the Embelliſhment of the next Edition. 


Whenever that ſhall happen, ue ſhall be likewiſe 
in a better Condition to judge of the future State 
of Italy, where Things are flill ſubjef# to thoſe 
Apprenhenfions, the Cauſes of which have coft us no 


ſmall Labour to explain. 


There is another Point upon which we muſt more 
particularly infiſt, to prevent the Reader's cenſur- 
ing us without Grounds. As our Alterations and 
Aaditions were made while the Book mas in the Preſs, 
we may be thought chargeable with ſome Omiſſions 
in the firſt Chapters, from the mention of more re- 

| cent 


2 
cent Fatts in the latter Pages of the Nori: But 
when the Reader confiders, that what was already 
printed was out of our Power, he will in Juſtice 
acquit us of any Neglect. Tbis is @ Circumſtance 


Kind, which in repreſenting Tranſattions of a 
 futtuating Nature, can only give a true Picture 
of Things for the preſent ; and tho ever ſo bappil 
executed, muſt, like thoſe that have preceded it, be- 
come gradually out of Date from the very ſame 
Cauſes that- conſtitute its immediate Value. Alma- 
nacks laſt but for a Year, Political Preſent States 
claim @ longer, and yet not a much longer Exiſtence 
but notwithſlanding this hard Circumſtance, both 
are very neceſſary, to prevent common Men and 
common Politicians from making Miſtakes. 


That fuch 4 Work was very far from being 
inexpedient, will appear ſufficiently to all who have 
Jags ax! confiered the Treatifes of the fome 
Nature formerly written by the” Duke of Rohan, 
Mr. Bethel, Baron Puffendorff, and the later En- 
deavuours of ſuch as have republiſhed, continued, or 
augmented theſe Pieces in Holland; and we hope it 
will ſufficiently appear, that we have alſo made a 
proper Uſe of their Performances, without tranſcri- 
bing them; which to ſay the Truth was impoſſible, 


Cn 


unavoidably incident to every Undertaking of this 


| 


; 
i 
; 
: 
. 
| 


favour of a particular Syſtem, or the leaſt View of 


(mn 


conſidering that the following Sheets have been com- 
poſed upon quite another Plan, without any Biaſi in 


recommending it to the Favour of any Party, the 
Satisfaflion of the Public being our ſole Aim, as 
the Protection of the Public is that alone upon which 
we depend. This perhaps might bave been in ſome 
meauſre beſpoken by a large Diſplay of Authorities, 
and the Facts contained therein might have been 


ſupported by a pompous Train of Citations ; but as 


we have dealt very little in ſecret Hiſtories, and have 
founded moſt of our Obſervations upon Tr ont 
of public Notoriery; this, whatever it might have 
appeared, would in reality ſerved rather for Show 
than for Uſe, and therefore was omitted, to ſave the 
Reader as much Trouble and Expence as poſſible. 


After profeſſing a Defire to avo:d waſting the 
Reader's Time in perufing this Work, it would be 
prepoſterous to tire him with a long Preface ; and 
therefore let us conclude with this Reflection, that 
it is from Events, and the public Occurrences that 
ſhall hereafter happen, the Value of a Book of this 
Kind muſt be known ; for it is not arguing right 
or wrong in the Opinion of any Set of Men what- 
ever, which can grve either Merit or Reputation to 
a Work that pretends to repreſent the Political 

State 


( wi ) 


this Sujet, muſt form his Thoughts from the ma- 
ture Confideration of Fatts ; and bow far be has 
performed this, can appear from Fatts only ; for 
t in Law, fo in Politics, the Worth of an Opi- 
non does not conſiſt in its being happily expreſſed, or 
handſomely maintained, either by logical Dedufions, 
or Authorities learnedly quoted, but in its Confor- 
mity to Truth: If it fails in this, the Lawyer is 
miſtaken, and the Politician decerved, let the Parts 
of the one, or the Abilities of the other, be what 
they will. And tho" in theſe Caſes it is a great 
Hazard that a Man runs, yet there is this Comfort 
attends it, that there is a-certain Criterion which 
decides with regard to the Rectitude of bis Notions 
beyond all Diſpute, 


THE 


State of Europe. He who will think juſtly upon 
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General Intereſis of every GovERNMENT. 


T is a juſt and fenfible Remark of a great 4 
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tent of Territory, Multitudes of Subjects, 

: ies, which is what | ſhall endeavour to explain in very 

few Words, and then apply it to ſome material Purpoſes. 
. „5e to any Nation, let 

the Form its Government be what it will, becauſe it intro- 
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inn 


that Naval Power, which ſo much ſurpaſſes 
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| Reſtoration of King Charles II. Not 
the Crown of Sweden became a I 


| Aer the Revolution, towards the Cloſe of the Reign 
of King Eilan, both the Maritime Powers ſent their Fleets 
Again into the Bakich, with the fame View and the fame Succeſs, 


Truth; but the great and real n was, to prevent 

conveniencies which muſt have the Maritime Powers, if 
either Sweden or Denmark had been entirely undone by thoſe 
Wars. We may therefore faſely fay, that the Ballance of Power 
(in the ſtrict Senſe of that Phraſe) was created by Trade, and 
muſt continye to be the Object more of Trading 
— ſo long as they preſerve their Commerce and their 


It is from a Senſe of this, that whenever any Power attempts 
to oppreſs another, or betrays a viſible Deſign of heightening its 
own Strength by attacking or conquering its Neighbours, other 
Potentates are ready to interpoſe; from a quick Senſe, not only of 
the Inconveniencies that muſt ariie from the Incroachments made 
by ſuch a Power, but from the juſt Apprehenſi ns that this may, 

and 


and indeed ge- 

neral, and to that pre- 

vent this, will not Caſe in 
Thus it appears, 

Name, or an idle 1 

a new and * 
By i Governments of Ex- 


2 


ficulty, how this 
eaſy to 
g 2 Prejudices 
ing to diveſt themſelves of their Prejudi 
ftance : A FrenchPolitician takes it for 
ing his Maſter ; and never ſo much 2s 
to be diſputed. - 


1263 
often differ merely about Words, yet it is otherwiſe in political 
| for Nations very ſeldom fall out about 


will do the beſt we may, and leave the reſt to be ſupplied by the 
Obſervations and Reflections of the judicious Reader. 

In the firſt Place, it is certainly the Intereſt of all the Powers 
in Europe 288 
any thing that has the 
or the i the Influence of one Court over the 


iews, and had in a Manner all 
at hate Mere or at their Devotion. 

Ballance of Power, — ned of 
ought to be attended to and 
it will be 4. 
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nity, even the late Czar Peter L. valued himſelf not a little, in 
the Manifefto's which he publiſhed againſt Charles the Twelfth, 
during the long War that ſubſiſted between them. 

In the ſixteenth » the Troubles in the Ruſſian Empire 


out again in Ruſſia, the Stuedes made their Advantage of them, 2s 
before; and at laſt, having the Czar in a Manner at their Mercy, 
they were with much ado prevailed by an Enghfb Miniſter 
ſent by King James I. to liſten to Terms of Accommodation, 
which produced a Peace ſigned February the twenty-ſeventh 
1616, in the Village of Stallatua, by which the Rffians not only 
r likewiſe gave up 
Provinces of Ingria and Carcia, together with all che adja- 
cent 
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[ 34 ) 
pasticularly Germans, with whom ſhe filled her Councils and 
Armies, which raiſed a Spirit of Envy and Reſentment 
in the Ruffian Nobility, who could not bear with Patience, li- 
ving in a State of Subjection to Foreigners. This Diſpoſition 
to ſhew itſelf with great Vehemence towards the latter 


Acts 
red Effect, 
very 


ian Conſtitution eſtabliſhed by Peter the Great, named her Suc- 
ceſſor, and directed that the Prince his Father, and the Grand 
Dutcheſs his Mother, ſhould be his Guardians; the likewiſe 
appointed a Council about the young Emperor, whom ſhe 
of ſuſtaining the Weight of Affairs, 


Emperor was 
People in his Cradle, and the 
Miniſter, made his Imperial Majefty 


Louis XV. to hean, or 
as if Profchons of French 
Princes, it was not long 
could nut fubtift in the Form in which it food by | 
prefs's WWII. The Prince of Brunſivict and the Grand Dutcheſs 

themlelves ventured upon a great Alteration ; for they thought 
ſit not cnly ro remove from his Share in the Government, but 


to ſci⁊ e on the Perſon of the Duke of Caurland, and to baniſn 
him and hu Family into Siberia. This was a great Stroke, 2nd 
yet 
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1371 ; 
reſemble the Parliament of Paris, which 1 = br 
ſpects, and in none more than this, that it ſerves to ſanctify and 
give the Form and Authority of Laws to Acts that ſpring from 
the Will of the Prince. 

But ftill the old Conſtitution prevails, and the true Govern- 
ment of Ruſſe is what it al was, deſpotic. In Minorities 
indeed, in other Conjunttures, ſuch as in the hte Revolu- 
tions, there ſeems to be an actual Power attributed to the Se- 
nate, which to People at a Diſtance may repreſent the Form 
of Rule in Ruſſia as a limited Government; but when we come 
to examine it more cloſely, we ſhall perceive ſo firict a Confor- . 
12 the Will of the Prince and the Decrees of this 
Aſſembly, as muſt ſufficiently convince us of the Truth of what 
has been before laid down, viz. that the Imperial Power is ra- 
ther than controuled by their Proceedings. As 
to the ſeveral Colleges, as they 
they are called by us, Boards ; to which the 
the Adminiftration are affigned ; the 
yet the Thing is French; and Peter 
after the Model of the ſeveral Councils in France. The 


but which yield a 

Ruſſians may always reckon on | 

and whenever they apply * ſerioully thereto, may 
3 make 
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niority of Ruſta, when forced into a War, has been 
rendered fo apparent, that there are good Grounds to 


ies of 

on the 

of the Houſe 

of Helftcin, when overn theſe Natiens. As 
it is requilite for the to be well with the 
Swedes on one Side, ſo it i leſs to be upon good 


Terms with the Poles on the other; for which Reaſon we ſee 
the late Cæarina omitted nothing to ſet the preſent Ki 
upon the Throne of Poland, well knowing 


There ſeems to be no great Cauſe of Intercourſe between 
Ruffia ard Denmark, farther than what reſults from Attention 
ta 


[ 39] 


to the Ballance of Power in the North, which will always in- 
cline a wiſe Adminiſtration in this Empire, to keep the Scales 
as even as may be between this Crown and that of St 3 of 
late indeed, there is another Ground of Connection ariſing 
from the Diſputes between the Houſe of Holftein and the Crown 
of Denmark, in relation to the Dutchy of Szftuict, for accom- 
modating of which we are told there is a Treaty now on Foot, 


and pretty far advanced. 
The Intereſts of Ruſſia with reſpect to the Houſe of Auſtria, 
are its moſt material ; for while theſe Imperial 


are united, not only by general Alliances, but by a due ard 
Regard for each others Proſperity, neither has much to 
fear from the Turks ; but if they are divided, and the Ottomans 
ſhould recover their ancient Power, they may be formidable to 
both. As to Pruſſia, of late Years great Regard has been due, 
and in ſucceeding Times it is like to claim a greater; but cer- 
tainly if theſe two Powers purſue their true Intereſts, and are 
not miſled by ambitious Views, they are not like to fall out. 
The Maritime Powers are the natural Allies, and hitherto have 
been, and are like to be faſt Friends to Ruſte. As to the other 
Potentates of Europe, their Dominions 1 
ſtance for Ruſſia to have any great Intercourſe with them of 
either ſort: and with reſpect to the Houſe of Beuren, as the 
Court of Peterſburgh has never had any Cauſe to like, fo in ſpite 
of all its Power, there is no Probability of its ever ſeeing much 
Reaſon to fear it. ; 
We have hitherto conſidered the Intereſts of this 


Empire in 


1401 
Expreſſions, I might, in all Appearance, guard better againſt 
the of Contradiction. But, in Anſwer to this, let me 
obſerve, that in the very ſame Proportion an Author ſhews his 
Tenderneſs for his Character in this Reſpect, he ſhews a Diſre- 
gard for his Readers. The Value of political Principles muſt 
appear, by their Compariſon with future Events ; for, if they 
give us no Light into theſe, where is their Uſe? It is very cer- 
tain, that the great Power of the Ruſſian Empire, and her cloſe 
Connection with the Houſe of Auſtria, has excited a Spirit of 
Suſpicion and . in the North, to which alſo the particu- 
lar Views of owers have not a little contributed ; but 
notwithſtanding this, what has been before laid down remains 
not at all the leſs certain. 

It does not follow, thas becauſe both Sides have armed and 
entered into Alliances, in caſe of a War, that therefore a War 
muſt neceſſarily enſue ; or, even if that ſhould fall out, that it 
muſt create an Alteration in the State of Things 
either one way or the other. In reference to the firſt, it muſt be 
evident to all competent Judges, that the Scales are pretty even, 
and therefore, notwithſtanding theſe terrifying Appearances, it 
NET Da Lon LRgEIIy Gat in ls vor 1 

n 5 a 
5 
Negotiations failing, a War ſhould actually break out, the Turn 
rr 2 

tan Empire is really much greater than is ima- 
gined, and would be found fo in ſuch a Caſe. 

We may add to this, that as Winds are neceſſary to purge 
the Air, and as the Emotions of Human Paſſions, provided they 
are not too violent, exhilarate the Spirits, and contribute to 
bodily Health; ſo in great States, more eſpecially when there is 
an Appearance of bad Humours, Wars are 2 i 
inconvenient, that on the contrary, are utary 
i IL 
lities of thoſe Minitters, who direct at preſent the Councils of 
this Empire, and who, by ſhewing an unſhaken Steadineſs in 
purſuing that Syſtem which they have eſtabliſhed, have at leaſt 
raiſed the Credit of their Government to a very high , 
and fur ſome time made this Empire not only the Arbiter of all 
Differences in the North, but have likewiſe extended its Influ- 
ence to the moſt diſtant Parts of Europe ; ſince it is univerſally 
confeſſed, that the March of the Auxiliaries was the Meaſure 
that contributed moſt to the Concluſion of the Deanitive Treaty 
at Aix la Chapeile, 


Before 


[ 41 ] 
| Before we conclude this Chapter, it will be proper to put the 
Reader in mind of ſome things that regard the future State of this 
Empire. If the Imperial Prince ſhould have Iſſue, there is very 
little Reaſon to doubt, that ſooner or later the preſent King of 
Sweden will conſider the Intereſts 2 = Houſe ba Holſtein, I. 
the great Advantages that may ref m purſuing 
Stcadineſs and Vigour, as ſhall be more fully ſhewn in its pro- 
Place. On the other hand, if the Imperial Prince of Ruſſia 
— Iſſue, it may open a Way to the ſettling the Succeſſion of 
this Empire in a Method very agreeable to the natural Laws of 
Hereditary Monarchies, and to the mutual Satisfaction of all 
Parties: Neither can it be ſuppoſed, that political Points fo ob- 
vious in themſelves, and fo important in their Natures, ſhould 
not be taken into the Views of all the Potentates, who intereſt 
themſelves in the Affairs of the North; and tho” for a Seaſon, 
and in conſequence of the Humours of reigning Princes, acci- 
dental Int may direct all things; yet, in proceſs of Time, 
and in conſequence of the Alterations that muſt neceſſarily make, 
the real and permanent Intereſts of every Government will pre- 
vail. By the Way, it deſerves the Reader's Notice, that in the 
2 ings, the true Intereſts of this Empire will 
certainly be the Rules of the reigning Czarina's Government; 
for remaining fingle, and having no particular Defires or 
to gratify, the Peace and Proſperity of her Government can de- 
pend on nothing elſe. | | 
In of this, a conſtant and firm Adherence to that 
Syſtem, beſt calculated to promote the Good of her Subjects, 
and the Glory of the Empire, will be the ſtanding Maxim in the 
Czarina's Councils. As ſuch a Conduct cannot fail of having a 
ſtrong Tendency to promote Peace and Satisfaction at home, and 
to ſecure the Attachment of the Allies of Ruſſia, by maintaining 
the Credit of the Adminiſtration abroad ; are no Grounds 
to apprehend, at leaſt in our Times, any great Inconveniencies 
or extraordinary Alterations ſhould enſue. We may likewiſe 
add, that Things remaining, as they are like to remain, in their 
preſent Poſture, for a few Years, the Advantages of theſe Mea- 
ſures will become more and more perceptible, and a r Senſe 
of Loyalty and Gratitude diffuſe itſelf through the itants, 
even of the remoteſt Provinces of that wide Empire, which is 
certainly in a very thriving Condition, and will, by Degrees, in 
conſequence of the Improvements that are daily making, come 
to extend its Power and Influence much farther than thoſe who 
are unacquainted with or unattentive to political Principles can 
poſſibly ccaccive. 
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CHAP: Iv. 
The Preſent State, Madern Hiſtory, Conſtitution, 
Intereſts, and Political Views of the Croun of 


SwEDEN. 


HE next of the Northern Potentates after Ruſſia is Swe- 
| den. In the laſt Age, the Monarchs of this Country were 
very juſtly eſteemed the moſt powerful in theſe Parts, and indeed, 
ſometimes their Power was fo great, as to enable them to act 


a or at leaſt, not to be borne down by the 
the other Northern Powers taken together. 


in richer Soils, and in more agreeable Cli 
as nothing can be had in this Country without Labour, 
Air is cold and ſharp, and the Soil ſpeaking 
ul, ; ws 
„ 


common People are 
i Abilities both of Body ang 


ient, and robuſt, as any in 


1 Ally, of all others, of the 
7933 as well as the moſt dangerous Enemy to 
Thus we ſee, of how 
curate and perfect Idea of the 
a ſmall, as well as of ſuch as cauſe a great 
for ſometimes a 


Ruſſians, and Guſtavus Adolphus the People of whom we are 
now ſpeaking. It has likewiſe fallen out, that the deep Dif- 
. Nation becomes the Cauſe of its future „28 
in the Caſe of the Inhabitants of the United Nether- 
lands, — —— by 
Trade, of Patience, Fortitude, and Dili 
became for a Time, the firſt Maritime Power 
of the Spaniſh 


the late Charles XII. and all Hopes 
bt peri Powe ofthe len Fit, an 
their Country, and 


voy — 


1 
they have profcued both thee Views wich Guprizing them 
too ſoon, might have grown both wealthy and formidable, with- 


, _ 
To obtain a tolerable 
to put ourſelves into a teh 


Strength and Forces of this _— _ : 6 


to ſee what is it is capable of making, in ſucceeding 
Times, we muſt a little into the Chute 07 hath rn 


able Changes in her Circumſtances, as a Nation, that have been 
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already briefly mentioned ; which can be done, by taki 
ſhort Survey phend our Omg, + in this 


Country, and their Conſequences. By this Method we ſhall not 
barely gain a competent the Stucdiſi Hiſtory, and 
ef its Conneftion with the Affairs of Europe; but, which 


ge 
is of at leaſt as great, or even greater I e, we ſhall 
obtain a thorough Acquaintance with the Genius, Lemper, and 
irit of the People. For, as by attentively conſidering the 
orks of great Artiſts, we may not only diſcover the Nature of 
that Skill and Knowledge by which they were contrived, but 
alſo derive ſome Intelligence of the Tools and Inſtruments with 
which they were wrought; fo in contemplating the Atchieve- 
ments of great Princes, we do not fimpl inguiſh the 
of their Abilitics, but the Temper al Virtues of their 
+ Subjects, by whoſe Aſſiſtance thoſe mighty Actions were at- 
chieved ; ſince in Politicks, and in War, as well as in other 
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the Elector of 8 
hi that Monarch did not re- 
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m with the Forces 


Prine 


join hi 


that the Ingeriai 


with ſome thou- 


appenheim 


he reſolved to attack him without waiti 


informed 
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but bein 


— 4 had detached Count 


ſand Men, 


ng for the 


gly did in the Plain 


3 in which Battle the 


Duke of Lunenburgh ; which he accordin 


of Lutzen, on the 16th of Nov. 1632 


Stucd:fb 


imputing it to Perſons hired by Cardinal Richlieu, 
faxes it expreſsly upon the Duke of Saxe-Lawenbur er 
it was, the King's Death was ſoon known, which inſtead of 

ightened the Courage of the Swedes into Fury, fo 
that nt Pappenheim returned with his Detachment, 
ied the Imperialiſts, they again attacked, and again defeat- 


Part of a Legiſlator at Home, and reduced the Conſtitution of 


his into Order, which he would certainly have im- 
if had lived to return into his own inio 
Virtue, however, of his i the Crown, which 


was before intailed only on the Line, deſcended to his 
Daughter Chriſlina, a Child of fix Years old; which Minority, 
though it ſeemed to threaten the Ruin, proved, in reality, 


| Chancellor Axel Oxenſtiern, to whom the whole Ma- 

of Affairs in Germany was committed, made fo right 
a uſe of theſe favourable Circumſtances, and all 
Things fo wiſely and fo well, that at the cloſe of the War which 
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ſoon reduced to a neceſſity of 15 2 2 ace a2 hs 
Provinces of Schonen, Halland, and Bleaking, which was con- 
_ cluded in the Spring, but the War broke out again in the Space 
of a few Months. In the Summer enſuing, which was that of 
1658, the King having conceived freſh Jealouftes againſt the 
Danes, ſuddenly landed with his Army in the Iſland of Zeland, 
and while General I angel beſieged Cronenburgh at the Entrance 
of the Sound, he attacked Copenhagen. 
Theſe Sieges had very different Events; for Cranenburgh was 
ſoon taken ; Le Bins comms by 7, 
King in the C apital, made an obſtinate Defence, which gave 
Time for the R Fleet to come to their Relicf; and the 
Swediſh Navy being defeated, the King was forced to change 
his into a Blockade, which continued all that Year, and 
the Part of the next, in which the Swedes met with ſo many 
Misfortunes, that the King was forced to return Home in order 
to make the neceſſary Preparations for carrying on his Enter- 
prize with „ EI Bot UA ne hp 6 3s 
Affairs he was ſurprized by a Fever, which ſoon carried him off. 
And at his Death, which happened on the 13th of February, 
1560, he left his Son, who was but five Years old, m=— 

a War againſt fix of the greateſt Powers in Europe was 
the End of this great Monarch, whoſe Courage and Virtues had 
enabled him to make fo great a Figure, as not only to maintain 
the Credit which the Crown of Sweden had acquired, but to 
carry it even higher than it had riſen under his glorious Prede 
ceſſor, the famous Gr/tavus A4daliphus, but then it was built on 
the Foundation which he had laid. 

 Charks XI. was chiefly governed in his Minority by his 
* who was Siſter to the Duke of Holftein, a very wiſe 


and prudent Princeſs, who by che Advice of the principal 


Perſons in the Kingdom, brought about a very 
p | 


T 
his Chim 
publick all her Rights 
the ſame Time with Denmark, and Things were kept in tolera- 
ble Order till the Cloſe of the King's Minority; when by a 
very Turn in his Counſel, he was enzaged to take 
Part with France in the War which preceded the Peace of Nime- 
guen, wherein he met with very indifferent Succeſs, and loſt a 
great Part of his Dominions in G:-ymary; which however were 
reſtored to him by a ſeparate Treaty concluded a little before the 
general Peace laſt mentioned, in the 2 of which he 
acted as a Med:ator. | 
In 
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In 1685, being about twenty-five Years of Age, he choſe for 
his Conſort the Princeſs Ulrica Eleanora, Daughter to Frede- 
rick II. and Siſter to Chr i/tian V. Kings of Denmark ; and thence- 
forward applied himſelf with greater Diligence to the Govern- 
ment of his Kingdom than any of his P or indeed 
than any Prince of his I ime. he firſt Effect of this, was his 
detaching himſelf entirely from the French Intereſt ; which he 
looked upon as dangerous to his Authority, and nut at all com- 
penſated by the paltry Subſidies granted by that Crown, which 

to be a ſtanding Leſſon to his Succeſſors. 
next inquired after and corrected all Abuſes that had 
into the Civil Gover 


— 

proper Care of ign Affairs, 

"but he did not fufler his | 
l * — 
nn; tor whe 
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2 to that Prince, as produced the Treaty of Aena, 
* Ir on the tenth of June, 1089, and by which the 

to his Dominions. 
Lebt bebe in 5 Allance wth the Danes for 
the Peace of the North; and in the firſt general War 
Pint Foc be lent the Dutch fix thouſand Men, and offercd 


of Helftein-Gottorp;, Ulrica Eleanora, Conſort to the late King 
of Swedes ; and his only ſurviving Son and Succeſſor 


Time; N e Rat- | 
nd, Fur of dividing amongſt themſelves the late Acquifi- 


ts Ge endo fron bn fr ts 
Exch Fleet in the Baltict, as Guarantees of the Treaty of 
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82 Ine quality ot Forces that is recorded in modern 
iory. 

he waned his victorious Arms next againſt the Poles, forced 
them to depoſe King Auguſlus, and make Choice of a new 
King, which they did the fitth of Aay, 1704, in the Perſon of 
Stariſſaus Leſrinti, Palatine of Peſnemia, and Son to Count 
Lefzinſti, Great Treaſurer of the Crown. He puſhed this 
Reſentment of his ſtill farther, by following Auguſlus into his 
hereditary Dominions of Saxory, where he exhauſted the 
Country by exceſſive Contributions, and impoſed very hard 
Conditions on that Monarch himſelf, by the famous 
77. was concluded at Aitranſtadt, a Village within two Miles 
of Leipfick. 

While the King of Stueden was in Saxony, he took an Op- 
portunity of ſhewing the Emperor Jeſeph, who then reigned, 
ſome Marks of Diſtaſte at the Conduct which he had purſued, 
and obliged him to do Juftice to his Proteſtant Subj We 
may truly affirm the Year 17c8 was that in which of 
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( 52] 
into the Hands of the Danes, they diſpoſed of them to the Llec- 
tor of Hanover. 

His Swediſh Majeſty returned into hi Dominions in Nover.- 
ber, 1714, and very ſoon made his Enemies ſenſiole ot his Pre- 
ſence He found his own Territories exhauſted, his and his 
Predeceſſors Conqueſts loft, and fearce any Friend or Ally left; 
yet he maintained his abfolute Power over his own Subjects, 
and proſecuted the War with inſſexible Refulution. He per- 
ſiſted in his former Notions of deſtroying or everv 
Prince with whom he was diſpleaſ d. He meditated a Deſcent 

Zealand, with a View once more to beficge Copenhagen, 
in which he failed; he engaged in ſome dark Deſigns for diſturb- 
ing the Peace of Great Britain, which were diſconcerted ; his 

Attempt was an Invaſion upon Norway, where he was ſhot 
before Frederick/hall, on the firſt of December, 1718, dying as 
he lived, ill treated, but unconquered. 

Upon his Demiſe the States of Sweden declared his Siſter the 
Princeſs Ulrica Elaanora Queen, and her Hufband the Heredi- 
tary Prince of Fleſſe-Caſſel Generaliſſimo; for the War ſtill con- 
tinued. In 1720 that Prince having embraced the Lutheran 
Religion, was raiſed to the Throne of Sweden, and ſoon after 
Peace was made with all the Powers with whom Sweden had fo 
long contended ; that with Denmark took place in June 1720 ;, 
that with Pruſſia on the 1 1th of January, 1721 ; and that with 
the Czar was concluded at New/fadt in Finland, on the 19th of 
Auguft, in the fame Year By theſe Treaties the Swedes reco- 
vered part of Pomerania, and the Town of J#ifmar : But the 
King of Pruſſia kept the Dutchy of Stetin ; the Dutchies of 
Bremen and Verden were left to Hanover, and the Czar kept in 

eneral all his Conqueſts. In 729 the Kings of Sweden and 
"oland were reconciled. 

In conſequence of theſe Steps the Face of Affairs in Studen 
has been entirely changed, and from being one of the moſt ab- 
ſolute, it is again become the moſt limited Crown in Europe; 
the Senate has recovered all its ancient Privileges, the States 
have reſumed and even extended their Powers ; ſo that the King 
can do nothing of Conſequence without their Approbation. 
While the Miferies of the late War were freſh in Remem- 
brance, the Sterdes continued firm to their new Syſtem, main- 
tained a cloſe Correſpondence with Ruſſia, remained on good 
Terms with all their Neighbours, and ſcemed very little diſ- 
poſed to riſque any new Alterations in their Government, by 
admitting the Claim which the Duke of Hallein, Son to 
the Queen's eldeſt Sifter, kept up to the Succeſlion ; they like- 
wile entered into very ſtrict with the Wow of 

reas 
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Great Britain, and ſhewed a great Reſpect for the Houſe of 
Auſtria ; whence it was conceived that all Things in the 
North would go on in this Channel; and that nothing was 

be feared from the Intrigues of France in that Nation, which 
formerly had ſo great an Influence on the Affairs of Exrope i 


amon 
by . and the Event very fully proved that their 
Con jectures were but too well founded. 

It was in 1738 that this great Change in the Politicks of 
the Swedes began to diſcover itſelf. Ihe Diet that aſſembled 
that Year, of which Count Teſſin was choſen 


peared to be of Perſons of v 
who in a little Time, however, were diſti 
Parties. The firſt and moſt vi 


ing the Treaty N 
In 1739, a French Squadron of five Sail, commanded 
Marquis D Antiz, arrived in the Ba#ich, and 
Road of Stactholm With what View this 
at than known 


came, 


happened in this Year, which li 
States had taken care to 


— made much Noiſe; 
Be late King Charles XII. 


in Ta, and had 
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that Purpoſe, as well as for ſome others perhaps of much 
reater „ one Major 1/alcabn Sinclair, who in his 
eturn was murdered by a Ru/jjan Officer near Naumbourg in 
Sil:fia, on the bth of June, and all his Papers taken from him, 
which contributed to heighten the Reſentment of the Swedes 
againſt that Nation, notwithſtanding the Czarima difowned 
in the moſt folemn Manner, her having any Concern in that 

The very fame Day Major Sinclair was murdered, died 
Charles Duke of Hol/tein-Gottorp, who always conſidered him- 
ſelf as preſumptive Heir to the Crown of Sweden. The next 
Year died the Emperor Charles VI. and Anne Empreſs of N, 
fia, which facilitated the De ſigns of thoſe who endeavoured to 

ing the Swedes to declare that War againft the Rſſians, which 
at laſt broke out in the Month of July 1741, the Conſequences 
of which are too well known to be dwelt upon here. It was 
attended with nothing but Misfortunes from the Beginning ; 
and while things went fo ill on the Frontiers, there ha 
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and Deputics were named to offer him on certain Conditions 

the Reverſion of the Crown, in hopes he might induce the 

Czarina to reſtore the Grand of Finland. * 
gion, 
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Crown ; and in 
they had a! 
Prince of Ruſſia, offered to make a folemn Reſignation of a 
his Claim and Right to the Swediſh Diadem. 

When this T came to be conſidered in the Diet at Stock- 
h:lm, there aroſe very high Debates ; but at laſt the Confidera- 
tion of thoſe immediate which were to ariſe from 


the Election of the Biſhop of Labec, and the of con- 
tinual Diſputes in caſe brought 
over all the Orders of the to this - and Duke 


was accordi 


Dalecarlians took up Arms and marched directly to the 
Stockbabm, 2» the Intereſt of the 
4 


notwithſtanding the King 
fair Means to their 


Nobility and 


ng, the 


eaſants remained ſtill in- 
according to his Sentence 
his Country e, till 


received with univerſal Acclamations. 

The late King of Denmark, who for Reaſons that will 

in the next Article, had many Motives to diſlike this ſudden 

and extraordinary Elevation of the Houſe of Ho/ftein, and who 
ittle mortified on the ſcore of his Son's be- 


1571 
The prevailing Party of this Kingdom, are to have 
been difappointed in their Views as to the Succeſſion; in refe- 
rence w which it hes down rang ang, Gn 
nce Aa- 


clined rather to the Duke of Derxponts, than to 
phus of Hoiſtein ; but after this great Point was once 
and the Prince Succeflor arrived in Stceder, they made 
Court to him with ſuch Succeſs, that it 
fore the World became ſenſible, that either 
neſs had embraced their Principles, or t 
the Appearance of having adopted them, in 
himſelf popular. In this, it may be, he went 
was neceſſary, ſince it is that his own 
fort's Behaviour has been fo full of Rectitude 
that without any Party Maxims, 
attracted the Eiteem, and ſecured the Aﬀections 
But Count Cyllenburgb, who was the Head of 
Party in Sweden, was a Man of fo great 

place the Notions he had eſpouſed in fo 
that we need not wonder he gained an Aſcendant 
Prince, whoſe Virtues, Sinceritv, and Candour, made hi 
more ready to believe, what with great 
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any other were ever bleſſed; he diſcovered a true Con- 
cern for whatever related to the Good of his People; 

to the utmoſt of his Power, every Project that either to 
heighten or to ſecure their Felicity; and never diſcovered any 
Backwardneſs or Want of Spirit, but when he was unwilling 
to lend the Colour of his Authority to thoſe Acts of Party Vio- 
lence, which as a wiſe, 1 
could not but in his Heart diſapprove. 

We need not wonder therefore that this Monarch was fo much 
conſidered by his Neighbours, fo highly reverenced by the 
Prince who was to ſucceed him, or ſo much beloved by his 
Subjects, more eſpecially when we conſider that they had all a 
very nat levels in di Life, created by an Opinion that gee 
nerally prevailed, as if his Demiſe would be attended with ſome 
Alteration in the Government, and with ſome Diſturbance i 
the 
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J ſhall regard as the moſt dangerous Enemies to me and the 
« Kingdom, and treat as Traitors to their Country, all ſuch 
« as ſhall either in publick, or under any Pretence ſcever un- 
« dertake, or endeavour to introduce into this Kingdom, de- 
« ſpotick Power or arbitrary Government, wherein God aſſiſt 
* me.” 


Si 
Stockhelm, April 6, * 


1751. ApoLenvs Faepenick. 


This new Monarch likewiſe wrote immediately to the Em- 
preſs of Ryſſia, with his own Hand, to notify his Acceſſion to 
the Throne, and to acquaint her Imperial Majeſty with the 
Sentiments of and Friendſhip, which he had ever re- 
tained and ever meant to retain for ſo good an Ally, and of his 
ſincere Intentions to ſupport the Promiſes contained in that Act, 
- which was the firſt of his Reign, 


ute, and now a limited Monarchy 


the underftanding 
tical Intereſts of this Nation, 
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more conciſe in the ſucceeding Article, without rendering them 
from that Circumſtance in the leaſt obſcure. 

As there was no Way of Tung Gn wang of Sn 
but by conſulting the Hiſtory, fo it is impoſhble to form a 
right Notion of its Government, without _ acquainted 
with the Manners of the Inhabitants. The Swedes have, like 
other Nations, good and bad Properties; they are unqueſtion- 
ably as brave, as hardy, and as patient as any People in the 
World, which qualified them for making excellent Soldiers ; 
and as they were diſciplined and i with F of 
all Countries, who had either ſignalized themſelves by Skill or 


Courage _ On 0 of a few Years rendered 
their Armies 8 their Force is They 
reduced, yet the T 


are likewiſe moſt ſincerely zealous for the IT ND 
according to the Lutheran Doctrine, which is not only the Faith 
by Law eftabliſhed, but the only one tolerated in that 
The Nobility, Gentry, and better fort of People, have all a 
Tincture of Learning, and very few have more ; they have al- 
ways been efteemed loyal to their Princes, and have 
ſhewn themſclves hearty Friends to Liberty, though 
been ſometimes miſtaken about it, ee Tas 
nately in their Miſtakes. 

As to the Vices of the Swedes, they are at leaſt as conſpi- 
cuous — of Pl in their Tem- 


62 
things uſeful or neceſſary to the Publick, the Laws have made 
a competent Proviſion in Ex: den. 

After conſidering this fair and impartial Character of the 
Swediſh Nation, we necd not be at all ſurprized at the va- 
rious Revolutions to which their Government has been ſubjcct. 
The Love of Freedom, to fay the Truth, was their reiguing 
Paſſion ; and not being always able to ſee fo diſtinctly how thoſe 
Evils might be cured, which they well enough diſcerned it did 
not become a brave Nation to endure, they took ſuch Methods 
as were dictated by their own Deſpair, or were adviſed to by 
ſuch as undertook to procure their Deliverance. But ftill there 
were ſome ſhort Maxims, and ſome fundamental Articles of 
Government, from which they never deparicd, and upon which 
they that Conſtitution, which took Place after they 
hook off the Yoke of Denmark, and beſtowed the Crown upon 
Guftavus Vaſa, from whom their Kings are deſcended. A- 
theſe fundamental Points, the two moſt materia! were, 
the ing the Legiſlative Power entirely to the States of 
the Ki and fo much of the Executive as was thought 
expedient for the publick Good in the Hands of the Senate; 
pon which two Columns they conceived the Structure of their 
* .ommon-wealth might always reſt, without Danger of Sub- 


verſion. 
As for the States of the Kingdom, the uſual Time of their 


* 
Repreſentatives of the Burghers are choſen 
ſends four, other Places two, and ſome one, 
who make in all about one hundred and fifty. Peaſants of 
to appear for them, 
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leſſened, and in meaſure taken away, but it is not te- 
flored, and made a fundamental Part of the Conſtitution They 
have the Direction of the Revenue, and in cafe of the King's 
Abſence irom his Dominions, they have the executive Fower 
entirely in their Hands. The King appoints all Military Offi- 
cers under the Degree of Colonel; but in appointing Officers of 
that, or of a ſupcrior Rank, he muſt have the Conſent of the 
Senate ; and the fame is neceſſary in framing and publiſhing 
Prockmations and other Acts of State. 

It appears clearly from hence, that the Royal Power in Swe- 
d is as much limited as in any in the World ; and 
the annulling all Pretence to arbitrary, in dent, or abſolute 
Power in the Crown, is alſo become a fundamental Law. So 
that the Incroachments of Charles XI. who made uſe of the 
States to weaken and controul the Senate, and of Charles XII. 
who flighted and diſregarded the States themſelves to fuch a De- 
ee, as to talk of ſending one of his old Boots to direct them 
in their Deliberations, have proved the Means of reſtoring the 
old Government to its full Vigour, and taught the Swedes to put 
their Conſtitution on as right as well as regular an Eſtabliſh- 
ment, as any that occurs either in ancient or modern Hiſtory. 

The Revenue of the Crown, or rather Kingdom of Sweden, 
has been very much leſſened by the repeated Misfortunes ſuſ- 


tained during the long War in the Reign of Charles XII. and 
that which happened under the late King againſt Raa. But 
Expences of the Government have alſo been 


however, as the 
leflened, there 
Mil 

ice 


and 


Civil 
Publick Service; fo that while their Finances are regularly and 
frugally managed, they will always be able to maintain their 
— 3 to ſtand at all in need 
ies ſrom Foreign Courts, or to be apprehenſive in 
of Invaſions from their Nei wad 
ing by a long Peace 


keep up a great 
to their 
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tenance the admitting military Officers into the Diets, States 
or Parliaments of other Countries, where their Circumſtances 
are quite different. 

There is another Convenience which reſults to the Swedes from 
this wiſe Settlement of their Militia, which is, that the Laws are 
ns the Soldiers ; who, as they derive their from 

ir pre Conſtitution, will be always Friends to it, and 
Enemies to ſuch as ſhall labour to overturn it, whether Miniſters 
or People, as appeared plainly in 52 
when the Army remained firm to their and will very 

obably appear in direct Oppoſition to his 9 

21 ſhould attempt to extend his Power 
Limits of the Laws. Let us next look to onal 4 4 
and in regard to other Countries, | 

The Intereſts of Sweden are ſo changed at preſent from what 
. endorf wrote about them, 
that how exc. llent ſoever his Di urſes might be in thoſe 
Times, they can now be of little Uſe ; and, perhaps, i 
of bing lewis yg ara to oF The Swedes, 


tered into with 2 in order to 
caſe of a War with Ruffta. Their Intereſt with 
laſt mentioned Power cannot eafily be ſtated. As 
Swedes are inclined to think Peace abſolutely neceſſary, 
live in ſtrict Correſ e with this Empire; but if ever 
ſhould entertain di ent Sentiments, and deſire to recover 
fine Provinces which former 
and made the moſt valuable 
poſſibly find ſome favourable of breaking with the 
Cannes 4. yet this muſt be done with 
an Opportunity, as Things now 
Diftance. 


have given the King Pruffia a new 
highly probable he will rather contribute to 
inions in Germany, than endeavour to 


own Hande, as having more 5 hope from the 
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$:wedes, than from the ſmall! Acceſſion of Strength which would 
accrue to him, by getting what they ſtill have in Pomeranta added 
to his Territories. It is the ſame ting in reſpect to / enmari; 
and though there has been a long Hatred between the People of 
thoſe Kingdoms, yet they nov begin to ſee, that this has ren- 
dered them both unconſidered; and that the only way for them 
to be reſpected, is to live in the cloſeſt and ſtricteſt Friendſhip, 
which while they do, no Forcign Power will be able to hurt, or 
inclined probably to provoke them. 
The Swedes have for a long Series of Years had a very cloſe 
Connection with the French, grounded chiefly on T reatics of 
Subfidy, and a ſuppoſed Correſpondence between their Intereſts; 
but at the bottom this Union has been of the higheſt Prejudice 
to Sweden, as creating much larger Exyences than the French 
Subſidies amount to, and being attended with many other and 
thoſe too great Inconveniencies ; and in reſpect to the latter, as 
the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria is ſo much deciined, and her 
Views fo manifeſtly altered fince the Beginning of the preſent 
Century, the Swedes can have nothing to fear from her on that 
Account, or to expect from Frauce, which can be uſeful in no 
Conjuncture but this. 

Their Obligations to the Maritime Powers, but more eſpe- 
cially to Great Britain, have been frequent and conſiderable ; 
fo that Experience, as well as general Maxims of Policy, will 
y incline them to a conſtant Cultivation of that Friend- 

ip which has fo long ſubſiſted with thoſe Powers, and which 
will be always neceſſary, contid-ring the great Effects their Squa- 
drons are capable of procuring whenever they appear in the 
Baltich. 

The Intereſt which Stocden had in Germany is much leſſened, 
but perhaps it is ſtill as uſcful, and of as great Conſequence to 
the Nation as ever, ſince they yet preſerve a Seat in the Diet of 
Ratisbon, are highly conſidered by the Proteſtant Powers in the 


Empire, and have, or may have for their faſt Friends now, thoſc. 


who were formerly their bittcreſt Enemies. As to Spain, Por- 
tugal, Htaly, and other diſtant Countrics, tho' their Alliances may 
be honourable, yet they can hardly be very uſeful to the Crown 
of Sweden, unleſs her Commerce were more extenſive. 

On the whole we may venture to aſſert, that in her 
Circumſtances Sweden can only follow onc of theſe three 
2 To ug pleaſes, attend to reſtoring the inward 

her „ increaſing their Manufactures and enlarging their 
Trade, in which cafe ſhe muſt ſtudy to preſerve Peace with all 
her Neighbours, which may be caſily effected; and will 
prove the ſafeſt, ſureſt, and ſpecdieſt Way cf repairing her 


19 


ans and Teutons, the former of which had overturned the 
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and reſtoring her Credit, without being obliged to France, or any 
other Nations for Subſidies, which have always produced Factions 
and Div iſions in that, and indecd all other Countries. 

She may attach herſelf to Ruffia in ſupport of the Intereſt of 
the Houſe of Helftein, and in that caſe ſhe-wiil perhaps be able 
to extend her Trade through that Empire to Perſia; and may 
likewiſe reap other Advantage from her Aſſiſtance, if any Chan 
_ happen in the preſent Circumſtarces of the Powers of 

urope. 

Oo. laſtly, ſhe may throw her Weight into the oppolite Scale, 
and in Conjunction with Denmart, Pruſſia, France, and perhaps 
Paland, eſtabliſh a Ballance of Power againſt Ruſſia, which is not 
impoſſible may likewiſe be attended with ſome, Advantages. But 
without doubt, the firſt is the wiſeſt Courſe: and to ſay the 
Truth, if all the Powers of the North were united, it would 
not only prove for their common Benefit, but great Advantages 
would likewiſe reſult from thence to every State in particular, 
and to none greater than to Sweden. Time will ſhew how far 
theſe Maxims are underſtood in that Country, and will, I dare 
fay, abundantly juſtify the Reaſonablent ſs of theſe Conjectures 
as to the future, and the Impartiality of the Account we have 
given of the preſent Intereſts of this Crown and Nation. 
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CHAP. V. 


The Revolutions that have d in DEXMARK ; 
the modern Hiftory, the preſent Conſtitution, po- 
hitical Intereſts, and particular Views of that 


A the Kings of Sweden affect to ſtile themſelves Kings of 
the Gaths and Vandals, to the of thoſe 
gone Nuvans that wean anos: fs ſromicudle in the World, fo the 

Monarch might aſſume the Title of King of the Cimbri- 


Roman Commonwealth when in the Zenith of its Power, and 
the latter eftabliſhed themſelves in G and Gaul. After the 
Irruption of theſe Nations the Futes took Poſſeſſion of their old 
Territories, who beſtowed their Names upon that Part of the 
Continent which remains under the Power of the Daniſh Kings, 
and is from thence ſtiled Jutland. It was towards the Cloſe of 


the tenth Century, that theſe * became Chriſtians. Swenon, 
2 or 
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or, as we call him, Swain King of Denmark, made himſelf 
Mafter of a great Part of England, and left a very ext-nfive Mo- 
narchy to his Son Canute, or, as the Dares call him, Knute, ſir- 
named the Great. His Son Harl, who from his extraordinary 
Sw iftneſs had the Sirname of Hare-fo:t, was King of England, 
but by an Error very common amongſt Northern Nations, the 
Danes loſt their Dominions by dividing them. FFaldemar the 
Firſt, who was crowned Anno Dom. 1157, took the Title of 
King of the Vandals, and made himſelf Maſter of the greatcſt 
Part of Pemerania. His Son Canutus VI. Liomia, 
and introduced the Chriſtian Religion there. was ſucceeded 
by his Son JFaldemar the Sccond, who —_— a great Part 
of the Lower Germany, but held it not long; for the Inhabitants 
of Pomerania and Mecilenburgh revolted; the People of Hal/tern 
elected a Prince of their own; and the Teutanic Knights made 
themſclves Maſters of Eſbania and Livenia; after which, the 
Power of this Kingdom was in a meaſure broken, as well 
by civil Wars amongſt themſelves, as by the Advantages gained 
over them by their warlike and potent Neighbours. 

But notwithſtanding this Reverſe of Fortune, it once more 
recovered its former Grandeur, and this by the Abilities of 2 
Woman, who from the Power attained by her Wiſdom has 
been juſtly ſtiled the Semiramis of the N Her Name was 
Margaret, and her Son Olaus VI. King of Denmark, and Heir 
Apparent to Sweden, dying without Iſſue, ſhe ſucceeded him in 
the Poſſeſſion of one Kingdom, and in his Pretenſions to the 
other. It is true, that ſhe was oppoſed by Albert, who took the 
Title of King of Sweden; but having defeated him, and made 
him Priſoner, ſhe compelled the Swedes to acknowledge her for 
their Queen. This great and wile Princeſs, Anno Dom. 1 395, 
aſſembled at Calmar the States of Sweden, \ orway and Denmark, 
and there perſvaded by her eloquent Harangues, framed and 
ſettled that Conſtitution which has been fince ſtiled the UN 10 
of CaiMar. It conſiſted of three principal Articles: Fir/t, 
That theſe three Kingdoms ſhould for the future conſtitute one 
elcctive Monarchy, and upon the Demiſe of the reigning Prince 
the Succeſſor was to be chuf.n by the equal Suffrages of all three 
Nations; the S-.;d, That each Kingiom ſhould be governed 
by it own Laws, defended by its own Troops, by whom all 
the principal Fort lies were to be garriſaned, and no Stran 
to be rg, Oo 2 4:14 or military Employment from any Mo- 
tive, or upon wy Picicace winter: ; the Third, That the Ge- 
nera; Diet, compoſed ot the States of = the three Kingdoms, 
Zou", be held r toe ture at Helmſ?ade, in the Province of 
£7 and, This Conſtitution, which was intended to unite in- 

2 ſepar.bly 
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ſeparably the Intereſts of the Northern Crowns, proved (fo un- 
certain a thing is human Policy) the Cauſe of greater Diſſention, 
and in conſequence of that, of more cruel and Wars 
than even thoſe which from a Spirit of Conqueſt had ex- 
cited in former Ages. 

Theſe lafted for about two hundred Years, when the Danes 
having elected Chriftiern I. Count of Oldenbourg, he was alſo 
through the Intrigues of the then Archbiſhop of Upſal, elected 
King of Sweden, by which the Union of Calmar was revived ; 
but it was not long before the Swedes threw off the Daniſh Yoke 
again ; and this Prince dying, left his Dominions and Preten- 
ſions to his Son John, who after a troubleſome Reign of thirty- 
two Years, in which he was never able to reduce the Swedes, 
cn a He was ſucceeded by his Son Chri- 
fliern II. who for his ury, » and other abominable 
Vices, was juſtly ſtiled the Nero of the North. He vindicated 
the Claim Ee . 
Warmth, and at length, partly by Force, partly a- 
vour, — . of that Kingdom, and on 
the iſt of November, 1520, was folemnly 
In order to ſecure himſelf from all future Rebellions, he took 


Country. U 
Debauchery, his Oppreſſion, and hi 

thirſty Diſpoſition, excited ſuch an univerſal] Abhorrence, 
ſeveral Provinces, and more eſpecially Futland, which was the 


nemy | 
The preſent Royal Family of Denmark was raiſed to that 


Dignity in the Year 1523, by the free Choice of the People, 
vi * drove out dicks King * Chriftiern II. before men- 
tioned, and placed Frederick Duke of Hel/tein, his Uncle, on the 
Throne of Denmark, who by confirming the great Privileges of 
the Nobility and Clergy, maintained himſelf in Poſſeſſion of the 
Kingdom to the Time of his Death, which happened after a 
Reign of ten Years, and left the Crown to his Son Chriftiern III. 
in whoſe Time the Reformation took place, and the Lutheran 
Religion was eſtabliſhed by Law in this Country. Frederick II. 
ſucceeded his Father in 1558, and was engaged in a long War 
F 3 with 
The Danes write this Name Chriftiern, but other Nations uſually 
write it Cbriſlian. 


7 
with Sweden, which ended however in 1570, by a Peace con- 
cluded under the Mediation of the Emperor, and the Kings of 
France and Pola ; he died in 1588, when his Son Chri/tiern IV. 
aſcended the Throne. This Monarch governed much longer 
than any of his Predec-Tors, a:.d in Times full of Calamity and 
Trouble. He firſt engaged himſelf in the Wars of Germany 
againſt the Houſe of {/iria ; and in the latter part of his Reign 
he broke with the Swedes, but was very unfortunate in that 
War, which was terminatcd by a Peace made in 16:5, whcre- 
by the Dane: were obliged to give up the Province of Halland 
to the Swedes for thirty Nuts, and were alſo conſtrained to abate 
the Toll, which the Date paid for paſſing the Sound, in con- 
fideration of the Afifiz:.ce furuithed them by the Republick ; af- 


ter which unlucky Diſpute the King governed in Peace till the 


Year 1649, in which he deceaſed. 

Frederick III. was engaged by the Dutch to break with the 
Swedes in 1657, which had like to have proved fatal to him, as 
has been already {hewn in the Reign of Charles Guſtavus of Ste- 
den, who belicged Copenhagen; and if it had not been for the 

werful Interpoition of the Dutch, had very taken the 
City, which he reduced to great Extremities. At this Juncture 
however it was, that the King, who notwithſtanding his Misfor- 
tunes, was certainly as wiſe and brave a Prince as any of his 
Time, found Means to change the Conſtitution of E, 
and from one of the moſſ limited and precarious, made it the 
moft abſolute Sovereignty in Europe. According to their old 
Form of Government, the whoic Power of the Nation was lodged 
in the Gentry or Nobility, for between theſe, there was in thoſe 
Times no Diſtinction. Every Gentleman was a kind of Prince 
in his own Eſtate, and the Farmers and men were very 
little better than Slaves. They ſent, however, their Repreſen- 
tatives to the General Diet, where they had ſcarce any thing 
more to 2 1 ive their Conſent to Taxes, by which they 
were opp to ſuch a Degree, that they might be juſtly eſteem- 
ey by ar pad rs nh > wy 
The Nobility formed a diſtinct in the States of the 
Kingdom, and without their Advice the King could no nothing 
of Importance; fo that in Time of Peace he was very little bet- 
ter than Preſident of the Council, and in Time of War no more 
than General of the Army. The Succeſſion of the Crown too 
was very precarious ; for though the Son ſucceeded the Father, 
yet as it was by the Conſent of the Nobility, the Monarchy was 
ſtrictiy ſpeaking elective, tho” in appearance hereditary. It is not 
at all wonderful that a King ſhould be extreamly uneaſy in ſuch 


Circum- 
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Circumſtances, or that he ſhould deſire to fix himſelf and his 


Family in an caſier Situation; but it is truely amazing, that 
afict lofing a great part of his Dominions, and under Circum- 


ed and 4h} — As this is by 
eat CHING 40 hs EOS; it is nece{- 
ſary it ſhould be conſidered more particu _— 

In the Year 1660, immediately — was reſtored, 
when the Nation was almoft undone by the Misfortunes at- 
tending a tedious and bloody War, a Diet of the States was 
cxl!c4 to conſider of the proper Means for re-eſtabliſhing 
Affairs, and enabling the People to recover their Loſſes. The 
Means of doing this was far en from 
the King forefaw there would be iſputes upon the Subject 


— On Chas, ms he 
Speaker of the Commons, that the Thing might be 
enough brought about, if every body w ns 
as they had ſeen the King do in the Time of the Si 
The Commons therefore by their Speaker laid before the! 
bility the wretched Condition of the Kingdom, and the I 
poſhbility there was of finding Money even for neceffary 
pences, if they did not conſent to bear their Proportion of 
them, which was ſo much the more reaſonable, as 
the great Gainers. 

The Nobility, who were very numerous, and not 
prized of the Intrigue, dealt with the Commons very 
they told them, that it was very high Preſumption to — 2 
into their Privileges, and that it ſhewed great Ignorance of 
their own Condition ; for their Vaſſals they were, and 
Vaſſals they ſhould remain. The Speaker of the 
then roſe up, and told the Lords, * 
thing towards ing their Privileges, were unworthy 
to enñjay them; that their Anſwer to the Requeſt of 
the Commons, was y inſolent and cruel; and that 2 
they could not make themſelves noble, the Nobility 
to their Coft, they could bring the Weight Nation to to 
fall as heavy upon other People 1 it had 
themſclves. 

1 65 NN followed by the Commons 
and the 
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to Court, and demanded an Audience 
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reſolved to make himſelf Maſter, firſt, of the Perſon of the Duke 
of Helftein, in which he ſucceeded, but with very little Advan- 

to his Reputation; for the Duke ſuſpecting nothing, in 
ho came to Renſbourg to viſit him, and was there ſeized and 
put under a Guard, till ſuch Time as he conſented to relinquiſh 
the Advantages he had gained by the Treaty of Roſchild; after 
which the King made himſelf Maſter of Tenningen, the ſtrongeſt 
Place in his Dominions, and purſuing his Advantage likewiſe 
reduced / iſmar. 

He had alſo ſome Succeſs in the Beginning 
Year, but his good Fortune did not continue 
ing defeated by the Swedes, in the famous 
he was from that time never able to do much agai 
Land, though by Sea he was fortunate, but at laſt made 
with that Crown upon equal Terms. He afterwards employed 
his Forces againſt the City of Hamburgb, upon which the 
Kings of Denmark always had Pretenſions, which twice in his 
Reign he made turn to Account. In the Year 1 on 
the Death of the Duke of Hlalſlein-Gattorp, his Daniſh Ma- 
formed new Claims upon that Family, which were for 

me time adjuſted by the Mediation of the Emperor, and 
the Kings of Great Britain and Sweden ; that is to fay, 
William III. and Charles XII. whoſe Siſter the Duke of Ha- 
ſtein had eſpouſed. But in the laſt Years of his Life theſe Di- 
ſturbances broke out again, and Things were on the Point of 
coming to a Rupture, when the King died in the Month of 


8 

His Son and Succeſſor Frederick IV. acted preciſely on his 
Father's Principles, and reſolved to Prone ron, of 
Heljtein to icmain dependent on the Kings of Denmark for the 
future ; in order to which, he over-run that Country, and 
undertock the Sicge of Tanningen, which gave occaſion to that 
long War in the North at the Beginning of the preſent Cen- 
tury, of which ſo much has been faid in the former Article. 
The Engl and Dutch, as CGuar.ntees of the late Peace, ſent 
a powerful Fleet into the Baltich, and the King of Sweden at 
the fame time beſieged Copenhagen, fo that the Danes were 
obliged to conclude the famous Treaty of Travendabl, on the 
18th of Auguſt 1700. It was ſtipulated in this Treaty, that 
the Houſe of Holſtein ſhould for the future enjuy the fame 
Rights with other Sovereigns ; that the Duke ſhould be at liber- 
ty to raiſe Troops and build Forts in his own Dominions, 

ovided were two Miles diſtant from any Fortreſs be- 

nging to Danes, and at leaſt a Mile from their Frontiers. 
I; was 1,kewitc agreed, that the Gown of Denmark ſhould pay 

the 
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the Duke of Hein two hundred and fixty thouſand Crowne, 
and that the Chapter of Laber ſhould be at liberty to elect a 
Prince of Heiftein tor their Biſhop. 

It was hoped by the Maritime Powers that this Peace would 
have been laſting, and that no farther Debates could arife, but 
the very dt Year however produced a n]ꝗ• Diſpute : Part of 
the Chapter of Zabec having elected the Brother of the Duke of 
Halen, and Part the Prince of Dinmari, Coutjutor and Suc- 
ceſlor to their then Biſhop. In 1725 the Lithop died, and then 
the Debate ran fo high, that the Maritime Powers were forced 
again tv interpoſe, not indeed by Force of Arms, but by Dint 
of Money ;z in confequence of which it was agreed, the 
Prince of Hein ſhould remain Biſhop of Lubec, and that the 
Prince of Dexmark ſhould receive from the Crown of Great 
Britain a Penſion by way of an Equivalent. In 170: the King 
of Denmark made the Tour of [taly, and the next Year he at- 
tack<d the Stwedes, by whom he was roughly handled in Schonen; 
but in the Jaticr End of the Year he had better Succeſs by dea. 
In 170, in Conjunction with the King of Poland, he fell into 
the OT? Pomerania, where he took Damgarien, but failed in 
two other Enterprizes the ſame Year. 

In 6712 he made himfelt Maſter of the Town of Stade and 
the Duchy cf Bremen; but the fame Year his Army was 
beaten by the Stweder, who afterwards burnt the fine Town of 
Altena to the Ground, In 17'4 and 1715, he had great Suc- 
ceſs againit the Stwedes both by Sea and Land; and in 1716, 
he drove them emircly out of the Places they ho conquered 
in Norway, and in Conjunction with the 7; i reduced 
I"ifnar ; ater which he did not puſi the War with the fame 
Vigour for many Reafuns, but chiciy becauſe he faw that 
his Succeſs would be leſs advantageous to himſelf than to his 
Allies. This made him the more inclinable to Peace, which 
was concluded under the Mediation of George I. King of Great 
Britain, in 172. 

By this Treaty his Dani Majeſty obtained all that he could 
reaſonably expect, and which to him was a Matter of great 
Conſequence, he procured the Guarantee of the King of 
France for the Poſſeſſion of the Duchy of Skfwick, and the 
King of Great Britain renewed his, which had been given 
before. Aiter the Conclufion of this Peace, the King paſſed 
his Days in Eaſe and Quiet, and met with only one Acci- 
dent to diſturb him, the Burning of his Capital, which 
ha in 1728; but it has been rebuilt with great Mag- 
nificence fince. This Monarch was in himſelf inclined to 
promote the Welfare and Trade of his Subjecls, and willing 


to 


1751 | 
to promote thing that might contribute to their Benefit ; 
but towards the End of his Life, it was thought he liſten'd too 
much to Projectors, who induced him to enter upon Schemes 
which were not _ — 9 oe ts — he 
expected from them. He di wever y on 
the ſecond of October 173c, when he had attained the Age of 
ſixty compleat. 

His Son, the late King Cbriſtiern VI. aſcended the Throne 
of his Anceſtors with univerſal Reputation. He had in his Fa- 
ther's Life-time been very attentive to the Concerns of the 
Eaſl- India Company, and had been in a great 
Support of it ; which induced the People to 
ticular Regard for Trade would be the princi 
Reign; and ſo indeed it proved. At his very 
Government he made many but all of them ſuch 
as gave great Satisfaction to his Subjects, who were particu- 
larly plcaſed with his abolithing a Farm that had been eſtabliſhed 
in his Father's Time, for the fole vending Wine, Brandy, Salt, 
and Tobacco, which was very burthenſome to the Subjefts, 
however advantageous to the Prince. Such as were intereſted 
in the Farm offcrcd to advance larger Sums, if it might be con- 
tinued ; but the King anſwered, It brought in tos much, 
his Subject complained of the Exottions which it occa A 
Sentence worthy of perpetual Memang and Admiration ! 

This was not an Act done haſtily, and in the Honey- moon 
of his Government ; but his whole Adminiftration was of a 
Piece, fo that he became juſtly reputed one of the wiſeſt 
Crown'd Heads in Eureęe. In 1732 he acceded to the Treaty 
between the Courts of Y:enna and Peterad urgb, by which he 
obtained their Guatantce for his own, and became himſelf 
Guarantee for their Dominions, and of the ick Sanc- 
tion. In virtue of a ſeparate Article of this I reaty, the King 
obliged himſelf to pay the Duke of F:{//ein a Million of Rix- 
dollars, provided he renounced his Pretenſions on the Duchy of 
Slefuick. It was in conſequence of this Treaty, that in the 
Year 1734 he marched fix thouſand Men for the Emperor's 
Service, in the Var that happened on account of the Succeffion 
to the Crown of Paland. in 1736 he terminated the old Diſpute 
between the Crown of Denmark and the City of Hamburgh, and 
thereby obtained half Million of \'arks of Silver from that 
City, as well as ſome other Conceſſions which wire very ad- 
vantageous to his Subjects. He ſoon after erected a Council 
of Trade, whoſe Buſineſs is to examine all made 
for extending it, in order to give ſuch Encouragement as 
may be r-ccfſary for carrying them into Execution. He 

like- 
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30 
been introduced, and about thirty or forty Families have been 
honoured with them by the Crown. 

The Kingdom of Norway, which ſtill remains united to 


reat Conſequence; and under the laſt 
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to fear ; I 
Slefwick, it will be a ſure Barrier to her Dominions on 
Continent ; and with regard to her Iſlands, as the Princes of 
no great Maritime Power, ſhe cannot be much 
Side. As to her Diſputes with the Houſe of 
be only dangerous to her from the Support 
receive from the Intereſt it has at preient in 
though at firſt Sight it may 2ppear very formida- 
when cloſely examined, the Scene will be much 
For in the firſt Place, there are but very few Powers 
would be pleaſed to fee the Nnſtans in that 
z and the Powers that have guaranteed Si t to Den- 
not fail in ſuch a Caſe for their own Saukes to in- 
Beſides, it is really 2 for the Intcreft q Houſe 
Hlalftein, to receive a uivalent for its Pretentions 
that Duchy, than to — into the Poſſeſſion it, 
unleſs wi View to facilitate the Conqueſt of Denmark, 
which ing on them all the Powers of the North at 


Ir 
8 


f 


5 


The 


82 
two Nations can be but thoroughly ext inguiſhed. This ſeems 
to be in a great Meaſure done already, from the Influepce 


which his late Daniſh Majeſty ſhewed he had over the Com- 
mons of Sweden, who were almoſt unanimouſly in the Intereſt 
of his Son. But though ſuch a defenſive Alliance may effectually 
anſwer the End before mentioned, yet there ſeems no Reaſon 
to believe that the Swedes and Dencs will engage in an offenſive 
War againſt Ruſſia, or that they would have any great Succeſs 
therein, if they thould. 
As to the Intereſts of Denmark with reſpect to that potent 
Empire, they certainly conſiſt either in maintaining ſo ſtrict 
and cloſe a Friendſhip therewith, as to prevent thereby all 
of Danger, which however can ſcarce this Way 


eigh- 
Power to unite againſt her for their own 
if it ſhould at any time ſo fall out, 


Friendſhip unimpaired with the Maritione 
of them her natural Allies : His Bri- 
bound in both Capacities, I mean as 

by Intereſt as by Treaties, to ſup- 

the Danes. On the other hand, the Da:ch have been al- 
Friends to Denmark, and muſt be fo as long as they 
continue a free State; there ſeems no room therefore to doubt 


The remote Situation of Denmark in to the South- 
ern Parts of Europe, has hitherto hindered any great Com- 
munication between them ; but that is not likely to continue 
long the Caſe, fince his preſent as well as bis late Danih 
Majeſty is intent on extending the Commerce of his Subjects, 
particularly into the Mediterranean; with which View he hath 

not only obtained various Conceſſions from the Court of 
Vienna, but has entered into ſome Negociations with the Court 
of Spain likewiſe ; and has lately concluded a Treaty of Com- 
merce with the King of the Tis Sicilies. The 
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84 
by the Court of Ferſailles, was with a View to make Trial of 
encouraging a Fiſh Trade from the 
ch themſelves have 
and it is one of the principal Reaf..ns why 


have 
negociating with the Court of France, 


to explain the 
Bd r = 
ing has purſued with regard to France. It is 
that formerly the cloſe Connection between the French 
Swedes made the Danes jealous of the former, and at- 
more cloſely to the Maritime Powers; but the 
ng of Denmark ſeems in ſome meaſure to deviate 
is Point of Policy, and has, of late V ears eſpecially, been 
maintain a good Correſ e with France. We 
however perſuade ourfelves from thence, that this 
Monarch has deferted his old Principles, or that he is not as 
much convinced as any of his Predeceſſors of the Importance 
of his Friendſhip with Great Britain and Holland. 
The Truth is, that the State of Things between Sweden 
and Denmark being very much altered, the King of Denmark 
has the leſs Reaſon at preſent to be jealous of the French In- 
fluence there. Beſides this, we ought to conſider, that as it 
was not either the Intereſt or Intention of his Daniſb Majeſty 
to take any Share in the War lately determined, ot to part 
with his Forces to any of the Powers engaged therein; fo his 
receiving Subudics from France to do this, that is, to keep an 
exact Neutrality, which is alſo all that France deſires, is really 
receiving them for nothing; and it ought to be conſidered as 
a Maſter-picce of Policy, that his Dani Majeſty bas found 
Ways and Means to oblige the French not only to pay thefe 
Sublidies, but alſo to grant his Subjects very conſiderable Ad- 
in Trade for acting in fuch a manner, 2s the Max- 


preſent 
certain 
and the 


; 


7 


; 
- 
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ims of his Government would have led him to act independent 
of theſe M.ANlves. 


But if Affairs ſhould alter, there is no doubt the King of 
Dauert will alter his Conduct; for we may with greater 
Certainty reckon on the Behaviour of this Prince, than we can 


upon 


A brief View of the preſent State, modern Hiſtory, 
legal Conſtitution, political Intereſts, 
cular Views of the Crown and Republick of 


neceſſa Ys 
to ſeparate and dittinguiſh 
a peculiar Cricumftance, which 
after, but of which we are 
The dominant Power in Pelund 


obli 
3 


— * which fcr the Sake of gi 
are pleaſed to ſtile Liberty, i in its 


in contradiction to its real Intereſt; —_ 
Countries, is no other than the Good of the whole. | 


CT CONS which they have a Force 
more than ſufficient to maintain; and inſtead of one of 


ſertion clearer, it may be proper to inſiſt on a few Points rela- 
tive to this Country in general. If we conſider Peland with 
regard to its Extent, we ſhall find it thrice as big as France pro- 
perly fo called ; in its Figure it is nearly round, fo that all its 
Mien connect with each otter, and are cunſequently ca- 
om of contributing to their mutual Defence. It muſt indeed 
owned, that the Fruits of Spain, the Flowers of /taly, and 
the Vines of Hungary, are not to be found in any Part of Po- 
land ; neither can it de med that the Cities and great Towns 
in Size to thoſe of Germany, or have any relation in 
point of Neatneſs to ſuch as we meer with in Helland; but not- 
ber grins this, the Country is far from being barren or 
y peopled. 
We may judge how plemifully it is ſtored with Corn, from 
its being ſtiled the Granary of the North, and from the vaſt 
Quantities of that Commodity annually exported from Dant- 
zic# ; it abounds alſo in Cattle, without any Exaggeration be- 
yond moſt Countries in Europe ; its Foreſts furniſh Timber of 
all Sorts, and for all Uſes, and that in a Degree more than ſuf- 


oods and Heaths there is variety and plenty of Game. 
Mines there are, more eſpecially of Salt, which are in- 
exhauſtible. The Climate is in W- inter pretty ſevere ; they have 
great Rains in the Autumn, but their Summers are generally 
ſpeaking warm and plraſant. 

The Poles are naturally active, hardy, and robuſt ; the Gen- 
try have many Virtues, they are open, generous, and hofpitable, 
very civil to Strangers, and for the moſt part Men of Honour ; 
their greateft Failing is Vanity, and a ſtrong Inclination to live 
after their Manner in a wild kind of Magnihcence. As for the 
Paliſþ Ladies, they are Women of exemplary Piety and Virtue; 
and as to the meaner Sort of People, they are confeſſedly lazy 
and ignorant, which however is rather to be charged on the 
Conſtitution of their Government, than any Defects in their 
Country ; for where the Law bas rendered Peafarts incapable 
of poſſe fling Property, one cannot ſuppoſe they will take pains 
to acquire it. I heir havirg no Ports ſtriclly fpezkirg, except 
Dantzick, is the Rea:on that they have little Commerce with 
their Neighbours ; but this Deficiercy muſt te aifo charged 

upon 


871 


their Government ; for when they were in a better 


dition in that Reſpect by their being in Poſſeſſion of 
they ſhewed no great Inclination to improve them. Thei 
Turn in cal is to Arms and good Fellowſhip ; but from do- 
meſtick Feuds and Animotities their Valour is moſtly expe- 
rienced upon each other, and by their inteſtine Divi they 
have often become a Prey to thoſe Nations, whom if they had 
been united, they had Strength ſufficient not only to repulſe but 
to conquer. | 

This makes them very good Neighbours, for their Ambition 
has never tempted them, at leaſt for ſome Ages paſt, to make 
any Attempts upon others ; but then the Power of their Nobi- 
lity is ſo great, that the People are apt to ſhew but little Vigour 
in the Support of it ; nor can this be wondered at in any Nation 


Defeats ; they have ſuffered deeply from their Wars with 
Swedes, and of late have been greatly __— CO 
both Caſes however this has been owing to their having to do 
with regular Forces, which a Crown Army compoſed of thin 
Battalions under a bad Diſcipline and poorly paid could never 


reſiſt. 

While their Monarchs had a reaſonable of Power, 
n ** we ſhall fee here- 

ter, by the eſtabliſhing a proper Militia, to whom aſſign · 
Ar oe 1 — 
thoſe Regulations have been long ſubverted, and the C:ſſacks 
who in former times were the Defence of Poland, act now on 
the Side of their Enemies. But after all, perhaps none of theſe 
Miſtakes are irretrievable ; and if the preſent Weakneſs and 
Diſtreſs of that Kingdom, which is greater than ever, ſhould 
at laſt inſpire them with a true Notion of their Errors, and in- 
cline them to Amendment, it might ſtill appear their Caſe is not 
paſt Remedy; tho” if nothing of this kind happens, it will be 
very ſoon. Their Neighbours have already encroached upon 
them in ſuch a manner, as nothing but theic Factions could have 
encouraged, and nothing but their Folly and want of publick 
Spirit could have brought a brave Nation to bear. But it is 
now time to purſue our ordinary Method, and to enter upon a 
Series of Fact, neceſſary to render theſe, as well as our ſubſequent 


Reflections intelligible. 
G 4 There 


[88] 

There are few Hiſtories more confuſed than that of Poland, 
inſomuch that we know liitle or noth og with Certainty, cr 
at leaſt with Certainty enough for our Purpoſe, before the 
Reign of Fagelkn, who mounted the Throne in the latter 
End of the fourteenth Century. He was Grand Duke of Li- 
thuania and a Pagan; but on his being elected King of Poland 
he became a Chriſtian, and took care to make his Subjects fo ; 
he alſo united the whole of his hereditary Dominions to thoſe 
of Poland, which induced the Poles to have ſuch a Regard for 
his Memory, as to preſerve the Crown in his Family until his 
Male Line extinguiſhed in Sigiſmund Augu/tus in 1552. 

After much Confuſion and a long Struggle between the two 
Factions, Henry Duke of Ai, Brother to Charles IX. of 
France, was elected King of Poland, in preference to Alax.mi- 


lian of Auſtria; but 


| Poles, which has ſubliſted 
ever ſince, but very little to the Advantage of the latter. 


1 - 5 Reſent- 
ng 


4 


ximilian. King Stephen, however, took the wiſeſt Way to 
the Siſter of Sigiſmund Augu/izs, of the Royal Houſe of Ja- 
gellan, which procured him the Affection of all his SubjAs. 
After reducing Dantzick, he engaged in a War againſt the 
f Muſcovites, 
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Kingdom ; and was 

ſenſible alſo that the Nobility would never ſerve on Foot, he 
deviſed a new Militia the Coffacks, a rough and 
beſtowed the Lain, 

Poles might 

» without being at 

ided for 

for its 

on the 
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even 
This great King died in 1586, at a Time when he was en- 
gaged in a War with the Tur is, and left behind him a 
tion as as that of any Prince of his Time, and bequeathed 
to the Poles as a Legacy, ſuch a Military Eftabliſhment, as duly 
attended to would have always defended them from the Ambi- 
tion of their Neighbours ; but which by their Seditions, Facti- 
ens, ard Corruptions, gradually decayed, and is now in a great 
meaſure loſt. 
The Peace and Proſperity of Poland, as it was reſtored 
Kiog ſeemed to be deftroyed at his Death ; for 
at all the Poiiſꝭ Elections, Diſcord and Confuſion had been and 
ſtill are common, yet we read of none ſo great as at this Time, 
the Nation being equally involved in Reli.tous and Political Dif- 
putes; ſo that on one fide the Lutherans came into the Field 
with ten thouſand Men, and on the other the Senate had a great 
Body of good Troops to ſupport the Catholick Cauſe. The 
Competitors 


to the Crown; the third was Sig:ſmund, Prince 
Stceden. It was argued in favour of the firit, that if he w 
elected 
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elected he would fender Pojand the moſt powerful — gx; 
Eurape, by adding thereto all the Dominions of Ruſffia, The 
perſonal good qualities of the ſecond were chiefly intuted upon, 
and which is pretty ſingular, he was ſupported by the Pope's 
Nuncio and the Lutherans. As for the laſt, he was the Son of 
the Siſter of their late King Sigiſmund, and conſequentiy the 
Heir Male of the Family of agel/on, and for this Reaſon 
chiefly, by the Aſſiſtance of the Senate, was choſen on the 
ninth of Augu/? 1587. 

The Archduke Maximilian however marched with an Ar- 
my into Poland to diſpute this Election, but was routed in 
two Engagements ; and in the laſt being made Priſoner, was 
COT r to the Crown of Po- 
ſeſſor 


this Means Sig:/mand III. became the peaceable Poſ- 
the Kin but was diſappointed in the De- 
fign he formed of keeping that of Sweden alſo: for as he 
was a violent Papiſt, the Swedes refuſed to acknowledge him, 
and therefore placed upon the Throne the Duke of Sunder- 
mania, which occaſioned a War between the two King- 
dums. He reigned forty- ears, and in that I ime gave 
fignal Proofs of his Courage and Conduct, particularly againſt 
the Turks, tho” in the Wars againſt the Swedes he was very un- 
fortunate. 

He was ſucceeded, tho” not without a great Struggle, by his 
eldeſt Son Uladiflaus VII. who was choſen the 1 3th of November 
1632. This Monarch proved very ſucceſsful in the Begin- 
ning of his Reign againſt the Rzffrans, Turks, and Swedes ; 
forcing each of them to make Peace with the Poles upon Terms 
adv to that Nation. But in the Year 1637, Diſtur- 
bances broke out with reſpect to the Cofſacks ; for the Paliſb 
Nobility having acquired great Eſtates in the Utrain, prevailed 
upon the King to take away from that Militia the Privileges 
them by King Stephen, which proved of very bad 

nce to the Nation ; that Diſpute laſted beyond the 
Date of that King's Life, which determined on the zcth of 


I 

He was ſucceeded by his Brother Jobn Caſimir, who had 
aimed at the Crown when Uladiſiaus was choſen, afterwards 
became a Jeſuit, and was promoted to the Rank of a Cardinal, 
which he reſigned in hopes of the Crown. After his Election 
he married his Brother's Widow, a French Woman; to whoſe 
Intrigucs were chiefly owing all the Misfortunes that attended 
his Reign. We have in our Account of the: Kingdom of 
Sweden ſhewn how he was driven out of- his Dominions by 


King Charles Gr/tavus, but how he got Poſſeſſion of them again 
22 ts 


191 
is a Point of Hiſtory ſo little known, that it not be 2miſs 
to inſert it here. The Danes having attacked the Swedib 
Dominions, King Charles offered to give up all his Conqueſts 
in Poland for 800000 Rixdollars, which Offer was readily 


accepted; but the Poles found it very difficult to raiſe the 
Money. The Elector of Brandenburgh, who had called in the 
Swedes, perceiving that he was likely to loſe their Aſſiſtance, 
privately propoſed to the Poles to pay this Money and to 
aſſiſt them againſt the Swedes, if they would renounce the 
— of the Ducal Pruffa, which he held as a Vaſſal 
to ro 


the Crown of Poland - this was accepted and performed on 
both Sides, and ratified in the famous Treaty of Oliva, by 
which the Poles ended all their Differences with their Neighe 
bours. 

I his Circumſtance Sir R:bert Sou:hwell declared, at a Meet- 
ing of the Royal Society, he had from the Mouth of the Elector 
of Brandenburgh. After this King Caſimir might have reign- 
ed in Peace, it he had not formed a Project to render himſelf 
abſolute, in order to which he raiſed an Army of thirty thou- 
ſand Men, moſt of them Germans. But this 
diſcovered, Prince Lubomirſti, the Crown General, at the Head 
of the Poliſb Trœops, fell upon the King's Army, deicated them 
— and made their General, who was a Frenchman, Pri- 


r. 
We need not wonder that after ſuch a Blow as this, the 
King ſhould be out of Humour with his Subjects, or that his 
Subjects ſhould have no longer any Confidence in ſuch a Prince 3 
but the Methods he took to be revenged on them deſerve ta 
be made known, more eſpecially as they preceeded from the 
Advice given him by his French Queen, and thoſe of her 
Nation, whom ſhe procured to be admitted into his Council. 
In the firſt place, he excited the Caſſacts to rebel, and to 
throw eff their Subjection to Poland, a Thing fo baſe as would 
never have been believed, if he had not been weak h to 
have written a Letter under his own Hand to their Generals 
for that Purpoſe, which they produced, and thereby proved it 
inconteſtably. | 

Another Scheme of his, ſtill meaner than the former, anſwer d 
his End more effectually. He pretended to be very ſorry for 
the Miſcl.icfs he had occaſioned, and having called a Diet at 
Leopald, he there propoſed redreſſing publick Grievances, and 
paying the Army. The beſt Expedient that could be found to 
effect this, was to call in the Gold and Silver of the Kingdom, 
and recoin it. But this having been found deficient, the States 
conſented to have vait Quantities of Copper coined, which 
before 
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before had bern very ſcarce in the Country, and to raiſe its in- 


trinhck Value to almoſt double the common Standard. With 
this Money the King paid the Publick for what they brought 
in, as likewiſe the Arrears of the Army, but kept all the Gold 
and Silver, which he afterwards remitted into France, and ſoon 
followed himſelf, when he had beggared the Nation, tor which 
the Poles abhor his Name even to this Day. 

He had now reigned twenty Years with very little Quict, and 
lefs Credit; he ſaw plainly that it was impoſſible for him to enjoy 
the One, or recover the Other in Poland; and therefore he 
reſolved to reſign the Crown, which he accordingly did in the 
Church of St. Jobn at JYVarſaw, Sept. 16, 1668 ; and aftewards 
fetiring into France, died at Nevers in December 1671. But as 
he was Abbot of St. Germains ncar Paris, he was buried there 
under a magnificent I omb of Braſs, with a pompous Latin 
Infcription, attributing to him many Virtues which he never 
had, and in which there is not the leaſt mention of thoſæ F ollies 
and Vices by which he loſt his Honour and his Crown. 

This Reſignation threw the Kingdom of Poland into freſh 
Diſtractions, for immediately four Candidates declared them- 
ſelves ; the firft was the Great Prince of Ruſſia, on whoſe be- 
half the Cxar his Father made large Offers. The ſecond was 
the Duke of Newbourg, ſupported by the French Intereſt. The 
third was the Duke of Lorrain, who had the German Faction 
for his Friends. I he fourth was the Son of the Prince of Conde, 
eſpouſed by many of the Nobility out of Reſpect to his Father. 
The firſt and the laſt of theſe Candidates were ſoon laid aſide, 
but the Factions of the other two were of ſuch equal Strength, 
that a Civil War was apprehended. 

The Palatine Opalinſti however the whole Face of 
Affairs by a Speech, in which he told them, that it was a Shame 
they ſhould either admit of a Foreign Prince, or ſuffer Fo- 
reigners to preſcribe tu them who ſhould be their King; that 
their Anceltors did not act in this manner; but when they 
found themſelves in ſuch a Situation, made choice of their 
Countryman Piaſtus, diftinguiſhed only by his Virtues, who 
governed them fo prudently, that tho he lived to be one hun- 
dred and twenty, his Death was as much regretted as if he had 
been cut off in the Flower of his I his Speech was fo 


well received that the whole A ſſembly cried out, A Pia A 
Piajt ! which is ſince become a Phraſe to expreſs a Poli Can- 
didate in Oppoſition to a Stranges. 

At the next Meetinz the ſame Palatine was called upon 
to name one of the Nobility worthy of the Crown ; upon 
which lie made another Specch, at the Cloſe of which he * 

poſe 
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— Prince Michael IVieſnowiſki, who was deſcended from a 
other of Fagellon. He was not remarkable for Parts, for 
Courage or Fortune; and it was generally ſuſpected that he 
was mentioned to make way for ſome other powerful Noble- 
man; but it ſo fell out, that as the Palatine his 
Name, a Swarm of Bees flew over his Head, upon which the 
People cried out unanimouſly, God ſave King Mica ag! That 
Prince, who was himſel pre ſent, broke out into Tears, declared 
that he was very unfit for a Crown, and begged they would 
proceed to a new Election, but it was to no Purpoſe ; the Diet 
perſiſted in their Choice, ſo he became a King whether he 
would or not. 

Michael Il ĩc ſnotiſti having thus had the Crown forced up- 
on him by the plainer and honeſter part of the Aſſembly, was 
crowned on the ſeventeenth of S:p:ember 1670: He had been, 
while 2 Youth, one of the Lords of the Bedchamber to the 


Emperor Leopold, who notwithſtanding conſented very readi- 
ly to his Marriage with the Princeſs Elrencra of Auſtria his 


Siſter, which at hiſt raiſed ſome Jealouſies and Difcontents 
amongſt the Nobility, who were atraid he made this 
with a View to enlarge his Power at the 
pnblic Liberty; but the Eaſineſs of his Temper, and his Rea- 
dineſs to conſent to whatever they aſked, very ſoon convinced 
them, that their Fears were groundleſs ; and that had 
thing to dread from this Monarch on the Side at leaſt of hi 
Ambition. 

But in the Year 1672, the Turks under Pretence of havi 
taken the Caſſacis under their Protection, invaded Poland, 
very ſoon made themſelves Maſters of Kaminieckh, the Capital 
of Podel a, a Place till then eſteemed impregnable ; and fo 
much ſuperior their Forces appeared to any that he could raiſe 
againſt them, that the King reſolved to make the beſt Peace 
he could, which however proved a very indifferent 
by it he covenanted to give them a great Sum of Money 
ſparing that City and its Inhabitants, and ftipulated beſides, 
that he would pay the Turks a conſtant Tribute of 22,000 
Gold Ducats per Annum. As advantageous as this muſt ap- 
pear, the Turks nevertheleſs were not long before they renew- 
ed their Hoſtilities, which obliged the Crown-General Sobieſti 
to venture a Battle under great Diſadvantages, in which how- 
ever he gained a compleat as well as unexpected Victory. But 
the King did not live to receive the Pleaſure of this News, dying 
ſuddenly on the ſixteenth of November 1673, not without 
Suſpicions of Poiſon. He was thirty-two Years of Age, a Man 
of much Mildneſs, Moderation, and Piety ; but one who was 

| tac 
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ſar enough from having the great Qualities requiſite to fill the 
Throne with Dignity, more eſpecially in ſuch a Country as 


The next Diet of Election was attended as uſual with 
great Confuſion ; the Candidates were the Czar of Muſcovy s 
you Son; the Prince of Tranſiluania; the Elector of Bran- 
denburgh's eldeſt Son; the Duke of Lorram and the Prince of 
Cande we:e alſo named, with ſome others. At laſt there were 
three Factions form d; the firſt of the Lithuanians, who were 
for the Duke of Lorrain; the ſecond of the Poliſh Nobility, who 
were moſt of them for the Duke of Neuburgh's Son; and 
the Army, who pretended to be for the French Prince, who 
tho” not named, was underſtood as (7 have faid) to be the 
Prince of Conde. By Degrees all the Factions were reduced 
to two, one for the Duke of Lerrain, and the other for the 
French Prince. 

In the End however, this Election, like the former, was 
decided ſuddenly by a Speech. The Palatine of Nuſſia ſtood 
forth and ſaid, ©* That the Lithuanians had diſhonoured their 
«« Country, by proteſting ſo violently as they had done againſt 
« Piaſt, or Native of Poland ; that it was dangerous at this 
4 Juncture to chooſe a German Prince; and that for his part 
ac he would ſpeak his Sentiments plainly. That they were on 
* the Point of finking into the loweſt State of Contempt, if 
„ they had not been delivered by the late Victory over the 
« Turks, and that as it was won by the Crown-General Sobieſki, 
« fo he only deſerved to be King, by whoſe Courage and Con- 
« duct they ftill remained a People.” This did the Bufineſs 
eſſectually ; for tho* the Lithuanians proteſted againſt it that 
Day, yet they recanted the next, and ſo the Election became 
unanimous, which was the more ſingular as it was perfectly juſt 


and reaſonable. 
Jabn Sabieſki being thus raiſed to the Crown, was deſirous 
of proſecuting the War againſt the Turks, in which he was 


very indifferently ſeconded by the Nobility, who tho” they 
before promiſed an Army of 60,000 Men, yet made a Diffi- 
culty of furniſhing him with 30, oco after he was elected. The 
King, notwithſtanding this, carried on the War, and in the 
Year 1675 obtained the greateſt Victory the Poles ever had 
to boaſt ; for in the Neighbourhood of the City of Leopoid, with 
5000 Men in an open Plain he defeated 60, oo Turks and Tar- 
tars, who fled in one Night as many Leagues as they had march- 
ed in three Days; and afterwards with an Army of 15,cco 
| * he drove above 100, cco Turks and Tartars out of Po- 


2 When 
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When he had thus ſecured the Peace of the Kingdom, he 
returned to Cracow, where on the ſecond of February 1676, 
he was crowned with great Magnificence. He made a ve 
honourable Peace with the Inhdels not long after, which 
till the Year 1683. In that Year they invaded Germany, and 
belieged Vienna, to the Relief of which the 8 Poland 
marched with 20,000 Men; and having joined the Electors of 
Bavaria and Saxony, and the Duke of Lorrain, who had about 
the ſame Number, he on the twelfth of September attacked the 
Grand Vizir, who had an Army of near 200,000, entirely de- 
feated them, forcing them to raiſe the Siege, and fly with the 
utmoſt Precipitation. The King made his Entry into Vienna 
through the Breach, with the great Standard of the Turis taken 
by his Troops carried before him. 

He afterwards 12 the War for 8228 tho” 
he thought himſelf but indifferently treat Emperor. 
On his Return to Poland, he met with much U 
and Diſcontent ; the Nobility apprehending that he i 
to make the Crown hereditary in his Family, and that it was 
with this View he hoarded up ſo much Money ; for it was com- 

ted that „ | Bens ot near two Mil- 
— His Cares and Fatigues brought on a Complica- 
tion of Diftempers, which carried him off the ſeventeenth of 
9 in the ſixty-ſixth Year of his Age, and 

of his R-ign. At the Time of his Deceaſe, he was 
Oldeſt, the Richeſt, and for perſonal Courage the moſt renown- 
ed Monarch in Rurope. 

After the King's Death, Cardinal Radziouſti, Archbiſhop of 
Gneſna, and Primate of the Kingdom, t6ok the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Government, as is uſual, upon him, and notified 
the King's Death to Foreign Princes, and to all the Governors 
of the Provinces, and adviſed with the Senators that were then 
at Marſau, as to the moſt proper Method and the fitteſt Time 
to chuſe a new King. They fixed upon the twenty-niath of 
Auguſt 1696, for the Convocation of the Diet ; but there 
appearing ſeveral Competitors, and theſe too ſupported by power- 
ful Factions, it was thought neceſſary to take more Time to 
„r for which Reaſon the 

_ of the Diet was deferred to the fifteenth of May 
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They then choſe the Sieur Belinſti for their Speaker, whom 
they call Marſbal. The chief Competitors were Prince James 
of Poland, and his Brother Prince Alexander, the Prince of 
Conti, Don Livio Odeſchalchi, and Prince Lewis of Baden; 
but at laſt the Elector of Saxony unexpectedly * the 

ronticrs 


— 
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Frontiers of Poland with 8000 Men, and declared bimſelf 3 
having 


a Tvelvemonth before privately abjured his 

—_— himſelf for this Crown, which procured him 

the of the Pope and Clergy ; fo that at length no conſi- 

derable Party appeared but for him, the Prince of Cont:, and 
arne 
ſupported the Intereſt of the Prince of Conti, the French having 
for ſeveral Years before given a great Character of his Merit and 

Valour, which made the King of Franec believe that he would 

undoubtedly carry that Crown, as it is le he would have 

done, had he been in Perfon as near the of Election as the 

Eleftor of Saxony was; for on the 26th of Fune, being the Day 

of Election, the Diet drew out into the Field, and he had that 

Day more Votes than cither the Elector of Saxeny or Prince 

Janes, which the Primate obſerving, went with his Party ard 

prochimed him King. 

But the two other Parties —_— could not be 
done, without the unanimous t of the Diet, pto- 
ae anc and Prince James perceiving his Party to be 

M4 and having _ been in the Intereſt of the 

» as being married to the Siſter of the Em- 

— 24 — Spain, teſigned all bis Intereft to the Electot 

of Saxony, who was like wiſe ſupported by the Emperor. Theſe 

two Parties being thus united, were more numerous than that 
of the Prince of Conti; and therefore coming next Day into 


the Field, they got the Biſhop of Cujavia, after the Pri- 
mate had refuſed it, to proclaim Frederic Auguſtus of Saxony 


cept of the Crown ; he accordingly entered the Kingdom with 
his Forces, and marched — y to Cracow, Wheie be was 


The other Party endcavoured however to maintain their 
Ele. ion; but the Prince of Canes, who came from Dantzich, 
finding he thould have no more Friends in Poland than be 


224 who notwithitanding this was far enough 
from meeting with that Duty and Refpe&t which he hoped 


for; fo 2 were on the Point of 11 im- 
mediat » if they had not been prevented by the Wiſdom and 
Moderation of the King. . 

In the Beginning of the Year 1700, he had brought Things 
into ſome tolerable Degree of Order, and might very pro- 


bably 
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dably have reizned peaceable enough, inaſmuch as with all the 


Qualities that could te wiſhed for in a Prince, he had an 
Affability and Freedom in his Behaviour that was very engaging, 
and withal an almoſt boundleſs Generofity, which is a Quality 
much eſteemed in all Countries, but more eſpecially acceptable 
in Poland. I ſay, notwithſtanding what was paſt, he might have 
reigned as quietly as any of his Predeceſſors, if he had not a 
little raſhly embarked himſelf in a Quarrel with the King of 
Sweden, in the Manner we have already related in ſome of our 
former Articles. 

This it was that gave an Opportunity to that Faction which 
had ſupported the Prince of Conti, once more to make head 
againſt the King, under Pretence that he had violated the Laws 
by bringing in his Saxon Troops, and by taking other Steps that 
were inconſiſtent with the Convention into which they had en- 
tered at the Time of his Election, and which, according to their 
Conſtitution, was to be the fole Rule of his Government. The 
King of Stweden encouraged this Party, and even went ſo far as 
to hint to them, that the only Way to make themſelves eaſy and 
gain his Friendſhip, was to declare the Throne vacant, and 
elect a new King; which when they ſaw that, Monarch in a 
Condition to ſupport them, they made no Scruple 
accordingly they made choice of Staniflaus Leczenſhi 
Poſnania, a young Nobleman about the ſame Age with the King 
of Stueden, who on the fourth of Ofeober 1705 was crowned at 


1 

| next Year his Confederate Charles XII. of Sweden enter- 
ed Saxony, where he reduced Ki uſtus to ſuch extreme 
Diſtreſs, that he was glad to make Peace upon ſuch Terms, as 
were impoſed on him by his Enemy, amongſt which the hardeſt 
was this, that he ſhould acknowledge the Title, and write 
Letter of Felicitation to Staniſlaus as King of Poland. 


F 
F. 


ſucceeding Year the laſt mentioned Prince was by 
all the Powers in Europe ; but the Year following, that is, in 
1708, the King of Sweden being defeated in the Battle 
of Pultotua, it ſoon became evident, notwithſtanding theſe Re- 
cognitions, that Staniſſaus would loſe his Ki almoſt as 
ſoon as he had acquired it. He had indeed a * of Stwedz 


Troops about him, with which for ſome time he enweavoured to 
22 himſelf in Poſſeſſion; but at 
a Neceſũty of quitting his Country, and following 
diſb Monarch into the Dominions of the Grand Signor. 
In 1709 King Auguſtus reſumed the Sovereignty, and be- 
fore the End of the Year the Swedes were obliged to retire ab- 


ſolutely out of the Kingdom. 1 1710, King Auguſtus ys 
I 
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Diet at Warſaw, where he was congratulated by the Senate and 
Nobility on his Return, and the neceffary Reſolutions taken to 
ſecure his peaccable Poſſeſſion of the Throne; but the Meaſures 
which beſt ſecured him were thoſe taken by himſelf, by keeping 
near his Perſon a conſiderable Body of his faithful Saxens, an 
acceding to the "I'reaty concluded between the Czar and the 
Turts, which delivered the Poles from the Dangers of a Foreign 
War, tho” it was far enough from extinguiſhing their domeſtic 
Factions. 

In the Year 1713, there was a Conſpiracy formed againſt the 
King, but it was happily diſcovered and prevented. He thought 
kt after making the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for ſettling 
the Affairs of the Kingdom, to retire for ſome time into Saxony, 
whence he did not return till the Year following, when he found 
new Symptoms of Jealouſy and Diſcontent in that Country, 
with which he was much offended ; becauſe to purchaſe the 
Good - will of the Poles, he had voluntarily pardoned two of his 
Enemies, remitted a third Part of the T axes ted for 

rr i 
of his- German Troops to leave the Kingdom. 

Some of the diſcontented Senators demanded a Diet on 
Horſeback, which his Majeſty refuſed to call, becauſe he fore- 
a it could anſwer no End, but that of giving Rebellion the 
Colour of a legal Proceeding. There were however ſome of 
the Nobility who actually began to mount, and ſhewed a Diſ- 
ion of holding ſuch an Aſſembly without the Royal Licence; 
the King prevented this, by declaring pclitively that he 
would treat as Rebels all who ſhould preſume to meet together 
without ſuch an Authority as the Conſtitution had rendered re- 
quiſite; and to incline theſe People to hearken more readil 
to Reaſon, he recalled his German Troops ; and having al 
renewed the Peace with the Turi, he began to enjoy more 
r he firſt aſcended 


rone. 
Year 1724 happened the unfortunate Affair of Thorn, 


to have plunged the Republick into a War 
Proteſtant Powers in Europe. The City of 
re in that Part of Pruſſia 

ich belongs to Poland, and is generally ſpeaking inhabited 
by Proteſtants. There were however — Papiſts, and they 
had invited a few ſeſuits thither to educate their Children. 
of their Scholars quarrelled with the Townſmen, this 
occaſioned a Riot, and the pulling down a Part of the Houſe 
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this a Tribunal was erected, compoſed of ſome Grandees and 
Senators of Poland, who after examining into the Affair, cauf- 
ed the chief Magiſtrate Mr. Reaſner to be beheaded, and 
ſome of the Townſmen to be hanged and their Bodies burnt; 
they likewiſe changed the Magiſtrates of the Town contrary 
to the Treaty of Oliva, which obliged the Crowns of Great 
Britain, Sweden, and Pruſſia, to i::crpoſe, as Guarantees of 
that Treaty, in favour of the Proteſtants ; but the Affair being 
drawn into a Negotiation, the bad Effects that were appre- 
hended from thoſe violent Proceedings were prevented, though 
the Proteſtants had not that Juſtice done them, which from 
the Nature of that Treaty, and the Power of thoſe Courts 
that interpoſed on their Behalf, they had juſt Reaſon to 
There followed not after another troubleſome Affair, 
which becauſe it may hereafter be revived and create new Diſ- 
it is we ſhould conſider more at large. The 

* of Courland, which was anciently a Part of Livonia, 
was a Fief of the Crown of Poland, and had been held as ſuch 
by the Family of Ketler, from the Year 15561. William Duke 


of Caurland married, in the Year 1710, the Princeſs Arn of 
Daughter to the Czar John, and Niece to the Czar 
of 


7 Ki of Pruſſia laboured this Country for 
he King to procure this 

the Margrave of Br Stwedt, who offered to pay 
the Debts with which it was 


governed in the fame manner as other 
The Nobility of Caurland, who are 
merous, were extremely alarmed at this, and therefore 
in the Name of Duke Ferdinand called a general Diet in order 
to elect a Succeſſor, in which they choſe Count Maurice of 
Saxony, the natural Son of King Angus, afterwards fo well 
known to the World by the Title of Marſhal Saxe. But Duke 
Ferdinand having difavowed the Edict by which the Aſſembly 
was called, and the Poles highly reſenting this Election, Ling 
Auguſtus was forced to declare againſt his Son, and he was, tho 
not without Difficulty, compelied to retire by the Ruffian 


Troops. 
H 2 This 
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This was in the Year 1728, and from that Time Poland 
more and more uneaſy, from an Apprehenſion that the 
Kino intended to ſecure the Crown to the Electoral Prince on 
his ſe, which they pretended was a high Violation of 
their Conftitution ; tho” their Election of this very King rather 
than Prince James Sobieſki was the firſt Inſtance that ever hap- 
pened in Poland of the deceaſed King's Son being let aſide; their 
Crown, tho” always elective, having gone in a direct Line for 
eight hundred Years. King Aug»/ins laboured all he could to 
fatisfy the Nobility, and to compoſe their Differences, but to 

no le. 

His Sickneſs hindered him from holding a Diet at Gradus for 
that Year, and the next the Factions were ſo high that no Diet 
could be held; upon which the King retired much diſſatisfied 
into Saxony, and the Lithuanians drew up a ftrong Preteſt againſt 
his leaving the Kingdom without the Conſent ot the Senate, and 
ſpecificd therein alſo ſeveral other Grievances. The King called 
another Diet in 1730, which broke up without coming to any 
Reſolution. In 1732, he called a third extraordinary Diet at 
Warſaw with no better Effect. He ſummoned however a fourth 
extraordinary Dict in the Beginning ct 1-33, but was prevented 
from holding it, by Death. His Deceaſe happened on the 27th 
of January that Year, and left the Aflairs of this Country 
in Confuſion. 

t is recent in every one's Memory, that the Death of King 
Auguſtus of Poland gave rite to a bloody War between the 
Houſes of Auftria and Baur en; but ho this came about, and 
what were the Meaſures taken by the different Parties from the 
Beginning of that Affair to the End, is not fo generally under- 
ſtood, and yet there is nothing that deſerycs to be better knuun 
than the Myftery of this whole Traniaction. 

The late Emycror, Charles the Vith, was very far from being 
ſatisfied with the Conduct cf King Hg in the latter Part 
of his Reign, becauſe he fuſrocted, not without Grounds, that 
he had ſome Engagements with the Courts of France and Bada- 
ria, far from being favourite to the Pragmatic Sanction ; for 
which Reaſon the Imperial Hitereſt was employ'd in Poland ra- 
ther to traverſe than promote the King's Views with reſpe& to 
the Succeſſion. 

But when his Peli \i:iefty was dead, and the Imperial Court 
found his Son the preſent King very tractable with reſpect to its 
favourite Point the Pragmatic Sanction; this gave a new Turn 
to the Councils of the Court of I ĩcuna, and engaged them to 
favour that Mcafure which they had hitherto impeded. 


On 


29 
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On the other hand, France from firſt to laſt openly ſup- 
ported the Intereſt of King Stan ſlaus, whoſe Hiſtory, from 
the Time of his being driven out of Poland, is, in few Words, 
this. His generous Friend the King of Sweden aſſigned him 
his paternal Inheritance the little Dutchy of Deux Ponts for 
his Subtiſtence, which he held fo long as that Prince lived, 
but upon his Demiſe the next Heir took Poſſeſſion, and 
King S$taniflaus was forced to retire to Straſburgh, where he 
lived on the Bounty as well as under the Protechon of his 
Moft Chriſtian Majeſty, who in the Year 1725 married the 
Princeſs .7. ary his Daughter; which conſequently intereſted 
France extremely in his Favour. His numerous Alliances, his 
ſhining Virtues, and his being freer from Vices than almoſt any 
Prince of his Lime, had preſerved him many Friends in Pe- 
land; fo that is was no difficult Matter for the Marqueſs De 
Monti, the French Ambaſſador in that Kingdom at the Death 
of King Auguſtus, in Conjunction with the Primate, to form 
a potent Faction in his Favour, more eſpecially as they w 
both Men of great Abilities. | 

But the Electoral Prince of Saxony being ſupported by the 
Courts of I ienna and Peterſburgh, a double Election enſued. 
King Stauiſſaus, who paſſed into that Country immediately after 
the Throne became vacant, went to N ara, where he was 
received and treated as King, but was very ſoon driven out 
again by the Ry ian Army commanded by Count AZunich, and 
obliged to retire to Dantzict, in which he ſuſtaincd a long Siege, 
ran great Hazards, ſuffered many Hardthips, and at laſt with 
infinite Difticulty made his Eſcape to Konngsberg, where he was 
honourably protected by the late King of Pruſſia. 

In the mean time the Crowns of France and Spain broke with 
the Emperor, upon Pretence of this Diſpute, and of his having 
ſupported King Auguſtus III. and proſecuted that War with great 
Vigour in Germany and Jtaly ; till at lat having carried their 
Point, and forced the Emperor to a Peacc, all the Care that was 
taken of King Stauiſſaus was, that he ſhould enjoy the Title of 
King of Poland and the Poſſeſſion of the Duchy of Lorrain 
for Life, and on the other hand France and Spain acknowledged 
King Augrftus. | 

It was very clear from their whole Management of this 
Affair, that the Court of Verſailles was never in earneſt in 
the Support of Staniflars's Title to this Crown; but made 


| uſe of it only as a Colour, firſt of engaging in a War againſt 


the Houſe of Auſtria, and next for obtaining an immediate 
Poſſeſſion of Lorrain under his Name, which otherwiſe they 
could never have gained. a this Peace was thus conclud- 

3 cd 
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ed there broke out a War between the late Emperor, aſſiſted 
by the late Czarina, againſt the Turks, in which, notwithſtand- 
ing the Share thoſe two Powers had in railing him to the 
Throne, King Augu/{::s took no Part; and indeed the miſerable 
Condition his Kingdom was in from a ſhort but ſevere Civil 
War, might very reaſonably exuſe it. | 

He has ever fince continued in the peaccabſe Poſſeſſion of his 
Dominions, and the Poles have had nothing to diſturb thern 
but Broils and Diiputes anong their _=m Families, from which 
they never were, or indeed are ever like to be free; ſince from 
a miſtaken Notion of Liberty, they look upon the unbounded 
Power of their Nobility as the moſt valuable Part of their Con- 
ſtitution, and thereby ſuffer themſelves to be cheated by the 
Seund of Freedom out the Thing itſelf. 

Frederick Auguſtus III. King of Palard, Elector of Saxony, 
was elected to the firſt of theſe Dignities, September 23, 17 32, 
in the torty-ſeventh Year of his Age He had long before 
eſpouſed his preſent Queen Maria- Jeſeha, of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, Daugliter to the late Emperor Jeſeph, which attached 
the Court of Vienna fo cloſely to his Intereſts, as to make 

Conceſſions in the beforementioned Treaty in 1736, 
| xd ſake ef procuring his Election to be acknowledged by 
thoſe who had diſputed it. Yet on the breaking out of the 
laſt Wir on the Score of the late Emperor's Succcfhon, he was 
ſo far from making uſe of the Diſpoſition of the Poles to aſſiſt 
the Queen of Hungary, that he entered into the Views of the 
Houſe of Bavaria, and, as Elector of *axory, marched a Body 
of Troops into Bohemia, in Conjunction with the French and 
Pruſſians as Auxiliar.cs of the Emperor Charles VII. But after 
the Treaty of Breſſau, he went over again to the Auſtrian 
Intereſt, and by an Alliance concluded at J/arſaw, undertook 
to ſend a Body of Troops into Bohemza, for the Service of the 
Queen of Hungary. 

He likewiſe endeavoured to draw the Republick into an 
Augmentation of its Forces to give Weight to the ſame 
Cauſe; but by an unforeſeen Accident the Diet fell into 
yu! Confuſion, and roſe without coming to any Reſolution. 

he King of Prufſia (who has always had both good In- 
telligence and great Influence in Poland) not ſatisfied with 
defeating his Views in that Country, attacked him in his He- 
red'tary Dominions in the following Winter, made himſelf 
Maſter of Dreſden, and forced him to a Peace on his own 
Terms, fince which his Conduct has been again very different 
from what it was before. 


In 
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In the Spring of the Year 1746, his Paliſñi Majeſty thought 


fit to make ſome Promotions in that Ki , which it 
believed tended to a Coalition of Parties, and very ſoon 
it was obſerved that ſome cf the Paliſþ Lords, who, tho”. 
were preferred by the reigning Family, had never been 
fidered as very warmly attached to it, intereſted themſelves 
treamly in removing the Prejudices of ſuch as had contin 
man . ion. The Paliſß Miniſter at 
the of Peterſburgh alſo began to confer cloſely with ſome 
Ambaſſadors and Envoys, whom till then he had avoided. 
There grew alſo a Di or at leaſt a Diſagreement with 
the Court of Vienna, on account of the Sums that were expected 
to indemnify his Poliſh Majeſty for the great Expences occa- 
fioned by the Stay of the Auſtrian Forces in Saxony. The like 


peared alſo a Meaſure not at all improper for the Court of 

eſden to have complied with upon advantageous Terms, it 
was waved notwithſtanding, Lr 

This occaſioned many Speculations, till about the Middle of 
that Summer a double iage was concluded with the Houſe 
of Bavaria, in conſequence of which the Electoral Prince of 
Saxony eſpouſed on the gth of June, 1747, the Princeſs Maria- 
Antonietta, to the late Emperor Charles VII. and in 
leſs than a Month after the Elector of Bavaria married the 
Princeſs Ann of Saxony. The World had ſcarce Time 
to reflect on the Conſequences that might follow from ſo cloſe a 
Junction between theſe two Courts, when their Attention was 
tarther awakened by the Report of a age of ftill greater 
Importance. The — Daughter of their Catholick 
Majeſties, dying in Child- bed of a Princeſs, it was foreſeen that 
the Dauphin could not long remain a Widower, and within 
as ſhort a Space as Decency would allow, the Marriage of 
that Prince was declared with the Princeſs Maria-Foſethe 
E 

n 


g · | 

It is true that theſe Matters belong rather to the Affairs of Ger- 
many than to thoſe of Paland, but inaſmuch as they ſeem to 
Nee ee 
c will appear from our treating of in this Chapter. 
The Court of Nuſſia having granted a Body of Auxiliaries to the 
Maritime Powers, they traverſed Poland about this Time in 
their Paſſage to Moravia ; and they met with no Inter- 
ruption, yet it did not remain a Secret to the World, that ſome 
H 4 Intrigucs 
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igues tending that Way had been ſet on Foot amongſt the 
Peliſh Grandees, by the Count Da la Salle, a French Officer, who 
had been in the Ruſſian tervice, and was now charged with a 
Commiſſion, or at leaſt had a publick Character ziven him from 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to the City of Dantzict; but * 
a little ſlow in producing his Letters Credentiais, though he ha 
been briſk enough in his former Negotiations at /7 arjaw, he 
was at the Requeſt of the Czarina, arreſted by the Magiſtrates 
of Dentzich, and confincd in their Citadel. This occattoned a 

t Noiſe, more eſpecially upon his being retaken after max- 
ing his Eſcape, which did not hinder his attempting it a ſecond 
Time with better Succeſs, and then taking his Rout through 
Pruſſia he arrived ſafely in France, where for Form Sake, he 
was arreſted. This produced ſome Altercations between the 
Courts of Peterſburgh and Farſaw, that at firft threatened 
extraordinary Conſequences, but by Degrees have been buricd 
in Oblivion. 

His Pelijh Najeſty in the next Spring cauſed the neceſſary 
Preparations to be made for holding of a Diet, of the Succeſs of 
which there were great Hopes, more eſpecially after the King's 
coming to I/arſaw, where he reſided upon this Occaſion longer 
than at any Time during his Reign. This however, like the 
former Diet, proved ineffectual ; but the Nobility having ſhewn 
an Inclinatiqn to fee Prince Xavier, his Palifþ Majeſty's ſecond 
Son, ſettled in that Capital, it is believed their Sollicitations 
will not be lighted, nor is it at all improbable that the utmoſt 
Endeavours will be uſed to recommend this young Prince to the 
Affections of the Poles. | 

In the mean Time the Affair of Caurland was again brought 
upon the Carpet, and the States of that Country encour to 
proceed to a new Election, though there were then no leſs than 
three Princes who flattered ves with having each a Title to 
this Duchy; viz. the Marſhal Count Maurice of Saxony, for- 
merly by the States; the Duke of Biron, once in Poſſeſ- 
fion, and now ; and Prince Lewis of Brunſwick Il al- 
fenbuttle, who was elected when the former Duke was deprived. 
It is not eaſy to diſcover what Turn this Affair, which is ſtill 
depending, though the Number of Candidates is leſſened by the 
Death of Marſhal Saxe, will take, or what Meaſures the Court 
of Poland will think to purſue in ſo nice and critical a 
Buſineſs. But there is very little Reaſon to doubt the De- 
ciſion of this Affair will inſtruct us what to think of the Views 
of his Poli Maj and his Miniſters, and whether there is 
any Reaſon to it that Report which for ſome time pre- 


vailed, of Poland's entering into an Alliance with the Courts 
| of 
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of Vienna and Peterſburgh, and the Maritine Powers, for main- 
taining the Tranquility of thoſe Parts; or to another Rumour 
of a very different and even oppoſite Nature, which however is 
not althogether deſtitute of Probability. 

There are fe Political Conſtitutions fo little known to the 
reſt of Europe, as that of Poland; and yet it deſerves to be 
very well underitood, becauſe, taken altogether, it is ſuch a 
Conſtitution as bears no Refemblance to any other, ancient 
or modern. Thoſe who live under it have a King, and yet 
the Government is ſtiled, and that with Propriety 
a Repuviick. In 4 1 — the ing ſeems to be no more 
limited than another Prince; and yet Experience ſhews that 
he can do little or nothing. The Nobility of Paland are the 
moſt Powerful and Independent of any perhaps in the whole 
World; and yet they hate an Ariftocracy, becauſe that would 
make them ſubject to ſome of their own Body, whereas they ac- 
count themſelves equal. They are paſſionately fond of Liberty, 
and yet they ſeldom enjoy it; tor either they are Penſioners to 
Foreign Crowns, the Creatures of their own Prince, or are 
engaged in ſome Faction or other, ſo that they are often go- 
verned by Intereſt, as often by Prejudice, and ſeldom or never 
by Principle or Reaſon. 

They are indiſputably as brave as any People in the World, 
and Poland alone has brought one hundred thouſand Horſe 
into the Field ; yet no Army has been fo often beat, no Coun- 
try fo frequently over-run. They are generally ſpeaking far 
from being rich, and yet they zre the only Nation in the 
World afraid of Commerce, and that provide by Law againſt 
the raiſing a naval Power. 'They have been for ſome Ages 
declining, and yet they have ſeldom or ncver taken any Step to 

ent it. Their Politica! Conſtitution has been the continual 

rce of their Misfortunes, and yet they are fond of it to a 
Degree of Enthufiaſm, and which is till more extraordinary, 
are molt zealous for thoſe Points of it, by which they have 
ſuffered moſt. This is a fair and juſt Repreſentation of the 
State of Poland; and whoever conſiders it will be certainly of 
Opinion, that the Cauſes from which ſuch and remark- 
able Events flow, deſerve to be enquired into, and made known; 
for though in general, there are few People ignorant of the Facts 
before ſtated, yet the Fountains from whence they ſpring have 
not been fo clearly diſcovered as they deſerve. 

The only Diſtinctions in Pol. nd, are Peaſants, Citizens, 
and Nobility. As to the firſt, they are the moſt miſerable 
People on the Earth, for they belong abſolutely to their Lords; 
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they have no Poſſeſſtone, nor can they have any; they work 
three or four Days in a Week for their Maſters, without 
Meat or Wages, and employ the reſt cf their Time to gain 
2 poor Subſiſtence tor themſelves. WM hat they hold is at the 
Will of their Lords; and if one of theſe gives a Piece of Land 
to a Peaſant, he orders his other Peaſants to build a Houſe for 
him, and to furniſh him with a Cow, Hens, Geeſe, and as 
much Rye as will keep him a Year. As they labour for their 
Lord in Time of Peace, fo if he is diſpoſed to quarrel, they 
muſt ſi ht for him likewiſe, and they do both willingly and 
chearfully. They are conſidered by their Maſters, and conſider 
themſelves as their abſolute Property; and therefore if ill treated 
they bear it, and if well uſed they are thankful. 

—＋ is the only Road to Liberty, and if a Peaſant he 
ordained a Prieſt he is free; but then no Man can fend his 
Son to School, or the Univerſity, without his Lord's Leave: 
This low Condition abaſes their Minds, and puts it pretty much 
out of their Power to revolt. The People in Towns are in a 
Condition very little better; they may indeed purchaſe, which 
a Peaſant cannot, but then this extends only to a few Houſes, 
and to a certain ſmall Quantity of Ground within a League of 
the Place in which they live. The Citizens of Dantzich, and 
of ſome other Places in Pruſſia, as well as thoſe of Cracott, 

and Viluna, are exempted from theſe Reſtrictions, and 
live in ſome meaſure like other People. 

With reſpect to the Nobility of Poland, every Gentleman or 
Nobleman has his Coat of Arms granted by the Republick ; 
but then he, or ſome of his Family, muſt have an Eftate there 
in Land. They are capable of the greateſt Offices in the King- 
dom, and may buy Lands where they pleaſe ; and have each of 
them a Right to be clected King, if their Credit and Intereſt 
can procure it. Every Gentleman is a Sovereign Prince in his 
own Lands, and has Power of Life and Death over his own 
Tenants, who have no Laws or Privileges to protect them. 
They dare not leave his Lands to reſide in others on Pain of 
Death, unleſs he ſells them, and if he do, his Tenants paſs 
with his Lands; but if their Lords raviſh their Wives or Daugh- 
ters, the Tenants may leave his Service. | 

If one Lord kills another's Peaſant, he is not puniſhed for 
it, but obliged only to give him another in his Room, or 
as much Money as will buy one, and to maintain the Family 
of him that is killed. If he kills one of his own Slaves, he 
only pays a ſmall Fine; nay, if one Gentleman kills another, 
he cannot be apprehended or impriſoned, unleſs convicted 
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* Court of Juſtice, which gives him Time 


the King's Conſent. quartered 

the Gentry ; if any Officer does it, the Diet either ſentences 
him to die, or declares him infamous. The Houſes of the 
Nobility are Sanctuaries, fo that no Deli can be taken 
thence by Force, though he ſhould be ances, and fly thither 


afterwards. 

All the of Poland are equal by Birth, and there- 
fore they do not value Titles of Honour, but think that of 
a Noble Pele, or Gentleman of 
have. Neither the King or 
Prince, which belongs only to 
For though ſome Polfb Nobles 
and as fuch enjoy the Title 
dency upon that Account; nor have 
gui Counts, V iſcounts or 

itles, which the reſt generally deſpiſe ; 


above four I houſand Towns and Villages; 
them can raiſe five, fix, ei 
maintain them at thei 
er all this, 

to inform the Reader, that notwithſtanding what all Writers 
tell us of the Grandeur of the Pol Nobility, it is to be un- 
with great Reſtrictions, for they are moſt of them 
very little better in fact than our Highland Chiefs; and though 
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only a Means of difturbing the State, and hindering 
the Execution of Juſtice. There are indeed twelve or fittcen 

Families, that may bc confidered rather as Princes than 
Nobility, which have great Revenues, large Territories, and 
exorbitant Power; as for Initance, Prince Lu/:mirſt:, who has 
at leaſt ſixty thouſand Pounds Sterling a Year, and who has 
ſometimes had ſeven thouſand Horſe, Foot, and Dragoons in 
his own Pay. 

The Radzivil Family were formerly very powerful; ſo were 
alſo the Princes of Sapieba; and the Families of Czartoriſti, 
ablenowſki, Prygemſti, Ligſti, and Poniatowſet are fo now. 
The King of Paland might formerly enoble any Man, but at 
he only propoſes ſuch, and they are enobled by the 

iet; but whoever is raiſed to the Magiſtracy in Cracato or 
Vika, is thereby enobled for himſelf and his Poſterity. No- 
bility may be alſo forfeited various Way, as by committing an 
infamous Crime, by exerciſing any Retail Trade; but as for 
the Products of their own Eſtates, the Palifþ Nobility may fell 
and export them Cuſtom-free. Their Honours are likewiſe 
forfeited by bearing any Office in Cities or Towns that are not 

ivileged. 

Rn of this Country is entirely in the Hands 
of the Clergy and Nobility. The Archbiſhop of Gneſua is 
Primate of the Kingdom, and the Pope's Legate born, that is, 
in Virtue of his Office; he has a Gold Croſs carried before him 
when he goes to the Diet, or to the King; and when he fits, 
his Chaplain holds it behind his Chair. He is the firſt Subject 
in the Kingdom at all Times, but during the Interregnum he 
may coin Mony in his own Name; all the Officers of the 
King's Houſhold attend him, and he enjoys the Revenue of the 
Crown for that Time. "There are beſides ſixteen Eccleſiaſtical 
Senators, and the Number of Lay Senators is one hundred and 
twenty-eight. 

In order to underſtand this perfectly, it is neceſſary to 
obſerve, that the whole Kingdom is divided into Palatinates, 
each of which is governed by a Palatine, who is in the Nature 
of a Lord Licutenant, appointed by the King for Life; and 
the Office of Senator is annexed to his Dignity. It belongs 
likewiſe to the Governors of moſt of the ſtrong Places in 
the Kingdom, who are called Caſtellans. The Governors of 
Cities are ſtiled Staroſts, but very few of them are Senators. 
An Example will make this Matter clearer than all that can 
be faid about it. Great Poland is divided into two Provinces : 
Poland Proper and Cujavia; of theſe, the former contains 
hve Palatinates, and the latter two. The firſt Palatinate * 

| Pala 
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Paland is that of Paſania, which contains two Cities, Poſ- 
nan and Gneſna, and twelve large Towns ; the Senators from 
this Palatinate are the Archbiſhop of Gneſna, the Biſhop of 
Poſnan, the Palatine, and the Caſtellan of that City, and fox 
other Caſtellans. The City of Gneſna has a Caſtellan, but he 
is not a Senator; and the City of Poſnan has a Staroſta or 
Mayor, who is choſen annually, and while he is in Office bears 
the Title of General of Great Poland, but he is no Senator for 
all that. 

All the Senators take an Oath to preſerve inviolable the 
Rights and Libertics of the Republick, and the King can 
do nothing of Conſequence without their Conſent. Four of 
theſe Senators always attend their Prince wherever he is, and- 
have a Right to examine into every thing, and to give him 
what Advice they think right. Once in three Years the King 
bs ediiged to_ col © Dit, or on „ 
he may, by the Advice of the Senate, a Diet at other 
Time, but then it is ſtiled an extraordinary Diet. i 
fundamental Point of their Conſtitution, that their ordinary 


his Circular Letters of Summon, which are ſtiled Univerſalia, 
to each Palatinate, fix Weeks before the Day of Meeting, i 
which he expreſſes the Time, Place, and Matters tv be 
ſulted upon. Then the Leſſer Diets are convened in 
Palatinate, in which the Nobility meet to chuſe their Deputies, 
or Nuncies as they are called; of whom Poland ſends one 
hundred and ſeventy-eight, and Pruſſia ſeventy. 
mers are not elected by Plurality of V oices, but 
and if this cannot be brought about, they break up in 
fion. The Grand Diet conſiſts of the upper and l 
the Former is compoſed of the Senators, the 
Nuncios. The firſt Step to be taken is for the lower Houſe 


iet. | 

But if this Point be once well got over, they then enter 
upon Buſineſs, and Bills are brought in; but as every Nuncio 
has a Negative Vote, it is eaſy to conceive that there can 


be nothing more difficult than to conduct an Affair of any 
Conſequence through ſuch an Aſſembly; yet when this can 
be done, five Days before the Cloſe of the Diet the Nuncios 
go into the Upper Houſe, and there with the Senators reviſe 
and ſetile all that has paſſed in the Seſſion. The utmoſt 

Time 
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Time the Diet can fit is fix Weeks, and if Buſineſs cannot 
be done in that Time, it is left undone, let the Conſequence 
be what it will; as in 1649, when the Turks and Cofſacks had 
almoft over-run the whole Kingdom. Before they riſe, the 
Marſhal or Speaker goes in their Name to take Leave of the 
King, which he does by a civil or faucy Speech, juſt as he 
is in the Humour. The Reaſon why the Seſſion is confined 
to fo ſhort a Time, is this: e ing with _— 
ſuch a Number of Guards and Domeſtics, 


iberty to ſpeak freely of the King's Govern- 
will even abuſe him to his Face. 

When the Throne becomes vacant by Death, Depoſition, 
or voluntary Abdication, the Archbiſhop of Gneſra acts as 
Inter-Rex, iſſues Circular Letters to acquaint the Provinces 
with it, and to ſummon a general Convocation of the Gentry 
to meet at Warſaw. Before this Meeting the little Diets or 
Dietines take Care to ſecure the Roads from Thieves, and to 
ud the Frontiers againſt Invaſions, and Spies are ſent into all 
1. their Deſigns. 


are block'd up with Trees, and Ambuſ- 
about them. None muſt write to the Army 
this Time; the Uſe of Fire-Arms is forbid to the Peo- 
and all Taverns are ſhut up. The Diet conſiſts of the 
Archbiſhop of Gneſua, who repreſents the King, and the other 
Senators, with the Deputies of the Province. 

we the 6ſt Place they ſend ſome of the Senators to the Army, 
to direct the Affairs of War; others have the Charge of 
the Treafure; and till a Fing is elected, the Senate claims 
the Title of Serene from F oreign Governments. The Diet 
for ordering Affairs relating to the Election fits only a Fortnight, 
during which Time all Courts of Judicature except that 
of the Marſhal. Moſt crown'd Heads, Princes, and States, 


prev 

with Mong But this Precaution is of little Uſe now. When 
the Diet ends, the Deputies retire to their reſpective Pro- 
vinces, 
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vinces, acquainting their Conſtituents with the 
and the Day appointed for the Election; and then 
adviſe among themſclves what is fit to be pr 
Diet. 

This Diet of Election, before the Union of Poland 
Great Duchy of Lithuania, was held at Petrico, but ſince 
Warſaw, 
fax 
* the 
They firſt go to Church to pray to God to direct them in 
Choice; then the Nobility chuſe their Speaker, who 
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Senate. 
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adminiſtered by the Primate, to maintain 
Union among themſelves, and to acknowledge none for King 
but him that is lawfully and unanimouſly elected; and ſwear to 


preſerve the Rights and Privileges of the Republick. 
nual all Decrees of Tribunals, and all the 

that intrench on their Liberties; and the Generals 
remove their Forces from the Place of their Diet; 
Diet gives Audience to Ambaſſadors from the Competitors 
others, who are very liberal to the Deputies, by giving 
and keeping an open Table, Sc. 

After the Ambaſſadors have had Audience, they proceed to 
the Eleftion. If the Votes be unanimous, the Primate de- 
mands three times, if the Exorbitances and Grievances be 
redreſſed; and if anſwered in the Affirmative, he declares the 
King elect, which is alſo done by the Marſhal of the Crown 

d the Marſhal 
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and again at his Coronation. As this Pacta Corventa is the 
Rule of the K:ng of Poland's Government, and contains the 
Maxims which he is obliged to follow, the Reader will not be 
diſpleaſed to ſee the common Form of it, eſpecially as we have 
reduced it into a narrow Compaſs, though without any Detri- 
ment to the Senſe, 
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The ſtanding Points of the Pata Candenta, or the Royal 
itulation, are: That the King thall not appoint any 
« Succcfior, but preſerve all the Laws for the Freedom of 
&« Election; that he ſhall preten:! to no Right of coining Mo- 
& ney, but leave that in the Hands of the Republick; that 
« he will ratifv and confirm ail the Treatics made with Fo- 
<« reign Princes; that he will maintain the * of the 
« Publick ; that he will not declare War againft any Prince, 
bring Foreign Troops into the Kingdom, or ſuffer any to go 
out, nor levy any new Troops, without the Conſent of the 
« Diet; that all Ficld-Officers ſhall be either Pales, Lithua- 
&« mans, or Natives of thoſe Provinces depending on the Crown 
« of Poland; that all Officers ct the Guards ſhall be either 
* Poles, Lithuanians, or Natives of thoſe Provinces depending 
4 on the Crown of P:/and, and their Colonel a Pali Noble- 
< man; and all ſwear to be ſubject to the Grand Marſhal ; 
that he ſhall not uſe his Privy Scal in Affairs that concern the 
« Republick ; that he thall vive no Man more Places than 
the Law allows; after a Place has been vacant fix Weeks, 
« he ſhall beſtow it on ſome well qualified Polfh Gentleman; 
that he ſhall not marry without Conſent of the Senate, 
< who ſhall aſſign his Queen what Revenue they pleaſe ; that 
dy the Conſent of his Council he ſhall regulate the Num- 
der of his Troops, and preſerve good Diſcipline; that he 
& ſhall bui'd no Fleet without the Advice of the Senate; 
that he ſhall not diminiſi his Treaſure in the Caſtle of 
* Cracow, but rather encreaſe it; that he ſhall borrow no 
* Money without the Conſent of the Diet; that he ſhall al- 
* ways adminiſter Juſtic? by the Advice of his Senators; that 
* he ſhall be content with the Revenue of his Predeceſſors; 
that no Strangers be intraluced into his Councils, and that 
* he ſhall beſtow no Ofccs cr Dignitics upon them; that 
© he ſhall not diminiſh zuy of the Offices at his Diſpoſal; 
< that he ſhall maintain and defend all Rights, Liberties, and 
& Privileges granted by former Kings to the Poles or Li- 
«< thuanians, or to any cf the Provinces that depend on 
< theſe two Nations.” To theſe Articles they add others 
occaſionally, according to the Circumſtances of Time, or 
the Quality cf the Perſon cledted. 

We have feen how much the Power of this Monarch is 
limited, and how invracticable it is fer him, if he was ever 
ſo much inclincd to it, to mile any ſucceſeful Attemꝑt upon 
their Liberties. We will now mention the Adrantuges he 


receives from his high Digrity. In the firit Place it muſt be 


allowed that his Dominions are {till very large ard extonfive, 


tough 
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though ſeveral Provinces have been cut off from them by 
powerful Neighbours, and that his Subjccts are a very brave 
and generous People. His Revenue is very conſiderable, ari- 
fing from Cuftoms, the Tribute paid by the Fews and Tar- 
tars, the Revenue drawn from the Salt Mines, and from the 
Crown Lands; which with various other Branches, make up 
all together better than one hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds 
per Annum. He beſtows all Employments, Offices, and Pre- 
ferments that are in any Country in the Power of the Crown, 
Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, or Military; but he can reſume none; fo 
that though he may do much by Hope, he has none of that 
Influence which ariſes from Fear; for who are preferred 
by him, often deſert him: And what may be thought very 
ſtrange Tag Ao Countries, is very frequent in Poland; the 
ſhorteſt Road to Preferment, is that of Oppoſition, which is 
attended with many Inconveniencies, and is the principal Cauſe 
that the Crown and the Nation both are ſunk fo low as at 
rr 
Diſtractions, the reſt of Eurape would ſcarce know any thing 
of them, or what they are doing. 
The King ſwears to four Religions, viz. the Ro- 
miſh, the Prot:/tant, the Greek, and that of the Fews, for 
which the latter pay about twelve thouſand Pounds a Year. 
In the great Duchy of Lithuania there are many T houfands 
of Tartars, who are allowed the Exerciſe of the Mahometan 
Religion; and on the Frontiers there are ſtill ſome Pagans. 
As to the Military Affairs of the Country, there are two ſtand- 
ing Armies kept in conftant Pay, each under the Command 
of two Generals, diſtinguiſhed under the Titles of Great and 
Little. The firſt, which is the Crown Army of Poland, con- 
fiſts of 36,000 Men, and that of Lithuania of 12,000 ; but 
they are very indifferently ſubſiſted, and worſe diſciplined ; fo 
that they ſeldom make any great Figure, which is chi 
owing to the Badneſs of their Infantry; to qualify which they 
have fome Foreign Troops in their Pay, and heretofore 
had their Cofſacks, who, though they might not be as good 
Troops as any in Europe, though they are fo ſtiled by many 
Authors, were much better certainly than any that could be 

againſt them; but moſt of theſe have now put them- 
ſclves under the Protection of Ruſſia, which is a great and 
indeed an irreparable Loſs to the Poles. 

The Reader, after perufing this Account, will very proba- 
bly wonder how under ſuch a Conſtitution the Wheel of Go- 
vernment can be at all kept in Motion, or how it is poſſible 
tat Xlen of Senſe and * Spirit can be ſo W 
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has divided, diſtracted, and deſtroyed the Force, the Credit and 
of the Poli Nation. 

order to enter into the Reaſon of this, we muſt call to 
mind the Principles laid down at the Beginning of this Section, 
ooo get See fon baht of when be 

it is ſtill capable of becoming one 

—_— conſiderable Powers in the North; which however 
if ſome of its potent Neighbours can prevent, it never will 
be. The Hints thrown out by the French Emiſſaries as to the 
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there be 
publick Spirit 
them any great 


Hearts, 
y poſſibly take Advantage from this diſmal Poſture of 
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the Liberum Yeto, and thereby put it out of the Capacity 
ious, ambitious, or ſplenetick Nuncio to diſ- 
counter-act the rational and laudable of Men, 
who have the Good of their Country at Heart. may F 
this Means recover the Exiſtence of a real active and 
intentioned Government, which would reſtore their 


But all this is in the Womb of Time, we muſt paci 


wait to fee what ſhe will bring forth ; poſhbly 4 
Motions that are at preſent felt in the North may be attended 
with good Effect, and after a few ſharp Pangs Paland may 

be 
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be delivered of a new and ſtable Government. It is alſo 

Mble that her may be already ſo weakened and ex- 
Landed os ant hs endure this, and that the may rather 
incline to fall back into the ſame drowſy State, in which they 
have continued uſeleſs to themſelves, and contemptible to the 
reſt of the World. We muſt acknowledge that there is much 
of Obſcurity, and little of Certainty in theſe Obſervations ; but 
this ariſes from the Subject, and it is better to ſhew the Reader 


can have. For who can penetrate the | 
has no Secrets? Who can diſtinguiſh the Views of a Nation 
that are really without Views? Or who can 

what will be the future State of a People, who 
to be abſolutely careleſs themſelves? The preſent Policy 
Poland, like the World of Epicurus, is directed by Acct 
and Chance; fo that Time only can us what 
will produce, 


Pp" 


CHAP. vn. 


A ſuccin Account of the Modern Hiſtory, Poli- 
tical Intereſts, and real Views of the Crown 
of PRUSSIA, 


E++1 though one of the lateſt, is very far from 
the leaſt conſiderable Kingdom in Europe, ſeems 
every Day riſing in Power, in Extent, and ts 
will probably mount as high in the next Age as 
the laſt; which are the Reaſons that we j 
to treat of it, and of its Concerns, i 
ire; in as much as we have alr 
confidered of late as one of the 
the North: And there is the higheſt Probability, that 
hereafter become more 7 Character, 
2 much larger Share in the general of Affairs in Europe, 
—_ E F | 

e not pretend to aſcend higher in the 
Houſe of Brandenburgh, than the Beginning of the laſt 3 
ut ef content oxritives with ng, no Houſe in Ger- 
many produced more great Princes, or Princes of 
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placed them at the Head of 
the Emnire, which beſides contributing to their own Glory, 
added !i<ewiſe to the Extent of their inions, and to 
Hi; nfs of their Subjects. Some again have been no leſs diſ- 
tinguiſhed for their conſummate Knowledge in Politicks, for 
t!:cur making the beſt Uſe of their Abilities in that reſpect, to- 
wards promoting the Peace and Welfare of Germany, as well as 
4 and adding to their own Dominions, by the dex- 
1ent of their Affairs in the moſt critical Con- 
ders have been celebrated for their great Learning, 


and Military Skill, that f 


terous & 


junctutes. 


extenſive Science, and admirable Eloquence ; all which remark- 
able 


nal itie: applied for the Benefit of their Subjects, and 
for the * of their Territories. 

As Proofs of this, we need only obſerve that Albert of 
Brandenburgh, who flouriſhed in the fifteenth Century, was 
filled by the Pope the Ach:lls of Germany, but the Germans 
themſeives called him their Ulyſſes. His Succeflor 7obn had 
der of the German Cicero; and George the Firſt, Elector 
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nor could it then be procured, but by the Electors's quitting that 


which is now called the Swediſþ Pemeranta, and ſeveral Baili- 
wicks, with the Iſle of Rugen, to the Stweds, for which he 
had, but much ſhort of an Equivalent, the Archbiſhoprick of 
Atagdcbourg, the Biſhopricks of Halterflat and Camin, and the 
Principality of Minden, with their Dependencies. 
He offered two Millions of Crowns, and all thoſe Dominior:, 
for that Part of Pemeroria he was obliged to vicld, but in vain. 
He ſtrenuouſſy maintained the Prerogatives of the Electors, as 
to the Ceremonial of the Diet of Franci/ort, and was very 
zealous in ſupporting the Intereſt of Religion, and particu- 
larly of the Calvins. In 1656, he was obliged tor the Pre- 
ſervation of Pruffia to join with the Swedes againſt the Poles , 
but the King of Denmark having declared War againſt Charles 
Guftatus of Sweden, he was compelled to leave Paland to de- 
fend his own Country ; fo that the Burthen of that War falling 
upon the Elector, he compromiſed Things by a Treaty with 
the Pales, by which they releaſed him from the Homage due to 
their Crown from Pruſſia, and quitted to him the Fiefs of 
Lawenberg, Batow, and the Town of Elling, on Condition 
that he ſhould reftore the latter on their paying him four hundred 
thouſand Crowns. 
After the Death of Ferdinand III. in 1657, the French were 
for advancing the Elector of Bavaria to the Imperial Throne; 
but the r of Brandenburgh adhering to the Houſe of 
Auſtria, the Emperor Leopold of Auſtria was choſen, though 
the Elector of Bavaria had beforchand gained three Votes. He 
afterwards took part with the Poles, but not being ſeconded by 
the Dutch, as he expected, a Treaty was concluded at Oliva, 
in 1660. After this he applied himſelf to Affairs of Peace, to 
reconcile himſelf to the Princes at Variance with him ; and 
making an Alliance with France and England for his own 
Security. The French King having ſeized the Principality of 
Orange, the Elector being Tutor to the young Prince, ſent an 
to demand its Reſtitution. 
In 1666, he made a definitive Treaty with the Prince of 
Neuburg, about the Succeſſion of Juliers and Clieves; and af- 
terwards got the latter perpetually ſecured to his own Fa- 
mily. He aſſiſted the Emperor againſt the Turks, made Peace 
by his Mediation between the Dukes of Lunenburg, who 
had fallen out amongſt themſelves, and likewiſe between the 
Engliſh, the Dutch, and the Biſhop of Munſter. In 1672, 
the French having declared War againſt the Dutch, he ſent 


Aſſiſtance to the latter, and his Troops joined thoſe of the 
Emperor under General Mntecuculi, who difapproving of 
the 
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the Elector's Meaſures, they did little more during this Cam- 


n Danger of 
Elector finding that he was in great 
Part of his own Dominions, by a War in which he had 
purely for the Sake of his Neighbours ; refolved in 1673, to 
make a Treaty with France u the beſt Terms he could, 
which he accordingly did at Yofſen, upon Condition that the 
French ſhould reſtore to him all that had been taken from him 
in the ſeveral Countries of Cleves, March, and Ravenſberg, ex- 
cepting only the Towns of I gſel and Rees, in which the King 
ſhould be permitted to keep a Garriſon till the Concluſion of a 
Peace, when they were to be reſtored to the Elector; and his 
Majetty farther agreed to pay him eight hundred thoufand Livres 
for the Expences of the War. As advantageous as this Treaty 
was to the Elector, and notwithſtanding the French yielded up 
to him the Places before mentioned, ſooner than they need have 
ir pernicious Deſi and that they 
oppreſs the Dutch, he very next Year 
renewed his Alliance with the States againſt France, and marched 
into Alſace with twenty thouſand Men; but the Imperial Ge- 
. 4 lle thwarting his Meaſures, little was done that 
ign. 

In the mean time the Swedes, at the Sollicitation of France, 
arquiſate. Upon which the 
Alſace, and turned his Arms againſt the 
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acquired good Eſtates, and were under mutual Obligations 
. 


a new Town at Berlin, and by uniting five irregular 
compoſed a ſine City, which he embelliſhed with 
ildings, and ſtrengthened by regular Fortifications. 
is Dominions into better Order than they had * been 


s of his Predeceſſors, by eſtabliſhing new 
they were neceſſary, and aboliſhing di Cullorns 
Experience ſhewed they were pernicious. He gave 

de <p e 
K tho” 


a Paſſage or Canal pee 
Conveniency of the Merchants W 
into his own Dominions. 
he was not fo careful of any one I as to 
or fo much ſet upon diſti imſelf 


of Character, 2222 knew 


I air 

| : a Reign of forty-eight Years, and when 

right, he did with as hgh » a Reputation 
Ao +. a cmd 
his Subjects. 

by his jets, 6 v 1 Henrietta, 

Frederick, Prince of Orange, from which 

imed a Right to that Succeffion ; his ſecond 7 


who ſucceeded him, Phil William 
of Magdebourg, and died in 1711, and 
Frederick Governor of Pomerania. The former left 
and a Daughter, the latter three Sons, all Princes 
ood in Pruſſia, which is a Point 
_ » to 


5 * * 
veral of his Predeceſſors, entered upon the Admini 
of Aﬀeirs at a Conjuntiure which required a Prince 
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Frederick IWilliam, Prince Royal of Pruffia, and Electoral 
Prince of Br ſucceeded his Father in all his Domi- 
nions, finiſhed the imperfect Negotiation of Peace in which that 
Prince was engaged at the Time of his Demiſe, and entered in- 
a cloſer Correſſ than moſt of his Predeceſſors with 
Court of France. He had not been long ſeated on the 
before he found himſelf involved in ſome Diſputes 

ith the Crown of Sweden, occaſioned chigfly by the 
different Parts of his Domini 


the Powers en 


geſted into a Treaty, that was 

Stockholm between the two Crowns, January 10, 1720. 
third Article of which Treaty, the Crown of Sweden y1 
ity to his Pruſſan Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, 

City of Stetin, the Diftrict between the Oder and the Rhine, 


peror 
the tenth Article of the Treaty of 1/2 
nineteenth Article of this Treaty, the Crown 


the 
lia. And by the 
of Sweden yields farther the Towns of Dam and Golnaw, on 
the other Side the Oder, with the Territories reſpectively 


In ion of theſe Ceſſions, his Pruſſian Majeſty un- 


dertook no longer to affiſt the Enemies of Sweden, to promote 
to the utmoſt of his Power the intended general Peace between 


her and her Neighbours, to ſatisfy the Mortgages and Incum- 
brances on all the Places yielded to him, which had been for- 
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merly contrafted by the Crown of Eweden;z as alſo to payy 
— Millions of r to that Crown at three rr 0 
yments. this his Pruſſian Majeſty acquired a 
gra Areas, of Territo:y, to * as we have ſhewn 
„ his Family had very fair Pretenſions as Succeſſors to 
the Dukes of Pomerania; and by this Acquiſition gained a free 
Communication with the Baltick, which was of as great or 
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views, and the Regard that you have rum for my Perfon, 1 fin 
Dw—C_ rx — 
reti therefore that J am a King, 1 acknowledge you 
Pueen-Confort, and the lawful Partner of my Throne Bed. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the Surprize and Joy of the 
whole Court upon this Declaration; a Declaration which every 
body defired, but no body 
Hopes of a Reign that 
ark of Juſtice, Tenderneſs, 
ery Dawning of this 
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of the 
in his 
that he 
at the 
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of the late King 7/iliam, and offering to compromiſe his Di 
pute with that Prelate for 100, o Florins, which however he 
could not obtain. K 3 But 
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Family thereby weakened, he thought this a f 
unity of doing humſclf Juſtice; and that he want- 
he neglecled 
the King of 
” n, he 
himſelf Juſtice to 
Maria efia, Queen of 
Dominions, 


illi the Queen of 
Hungary two ins; was to 
employ all his Forces in defending her Dominions all 
her Competitors. But theſe Pr ons were abſolutely re- 
jected, ed, that 
| s of — am 
or ill founded, and right 
or wrong ; but thus 75 
in Germany had been had 
not yielded more to the King of 
at preſent, after all the Blood 
in this fatal Quarrel. 
His Praſſian Majeſty carried his Point in the firſt 
that is to fay, he 


Oppoſiti 


ion, and the Auſtrians having brought a great Army 


Count Nienperg, in the Beginning of the next Spring his 
Pruffian Majeſty gave that Army Battle, the tenth of April, 
1741, at Maltuitz, in which, though with great Effuſion of 
Blood, he gained the Victory. In the ſucceeding Year — 
e | march 
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1 140 
s Dominions, enables him to hoid the Ballance of 
Italy, to it even between the Houſes of Auſtria and 
Bourbex ; but with reſpect to the King of Pruſſia, he has no leſs 
OO CO > _ 
of Germar:y, and the lance of Power againſt France. 

It is very true, chat during the Courſe of the laſt War, he 
acted in ance ; but, as we have ſhewn be- 
fore, this was abſolutely againſt his Will. If the Court of Vi- 
exna and the Allies of that Court had not conſidered his Exped 
tion into Silefia as an Infraction of the ick Sanction, in 
which Light he never regarded it himſelf, or thought it would 
be by others; he had certainly taken the contrary 
Side, 25 having no Reaſon to be a Friend of France r thare 
he has the Houſe of Auſtria for an Enemy. He ſhew'd in his 
laſt Treaty with the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, a true 
Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, and without Doubt it is his 
Intereſt to put himſclf at the Head of the Proteſtants in German 
he is too clear-fighted a Prince not to fee this; and it is up- 1 


this admirable Faculty we ground all our political Doctrincs 
in this Section. 
objected, that ſome of the Admirers of the pre- 
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King of Prufta have magnified his Power to a 

much beyond what he is FD. have promiſed 
Things for him which he is never likely to and 

k a Silence in reference to the Points he has really 
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purſued, as might induce the World to ſuſpect their having v 
S Forces, Inclinations or — 
reſts. In to this I muſt intreat the Reader to © 

that there i 

ccurſes of thi 
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tempt, or 
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But ſtill this Art 
Neeb the Know human Nature, the Forces of 
vernment, and the Lights of Experience, ought not to be 
— Phyſicians cannot always cure, becauſe they cannot 


ways form a _ 27. E from their Acquaintance with 
u__ „and their Skill in diſcerni 
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is Deke that $ Stateſmen derive 
Intelligence; but it was a very wiſe Saying of Lewis XIV. 


he was much lefs in Pain about what his Enemies might 
learn 
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Neighbours may force him ſuddenly into a War, while his Coun- 


cils are wholly taken up in cultivating the Arts of Peace. His 
erecting an Afratic 
advanced to be Truth. 


He will by that Time have ſerved himſelf to the utmoſt of 
whatever Aifiſtance France may have found it her Intereſt to 


Neighbours, or deſpoiled of a 
erritories, are not able to offer cither Facts 
countenance their Opini fince hitherto we have never 


; 


L 


S 
oh 


ace eee 


LEES 


are juſtified or refuted by Events, the Advantage 
to the Reader wi be the very fame; as in one Caſe he will 


ty of diſcerning in what _— 

Judgments may be drawn from political Principles, fo in the 
other, the Detection of thoſe Errors will contribute not a 
little to the Increaſe of his Sagacity. We are ſo far from pre- 
tending to Inialitbilicy, that what we offer is only in the na- 
ture 
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their Dominions, which they as Fiefs of the Empire, by 
lying their Hands on the Crucifix inſtead of the Scepter. 


quillity, and its with re i 
ſuch as made uſe of their Power to harraſs and 
diſturb their Neighbours, as well as by giving new Vi 
to the Laws for the Puniſhment of leſſer every W 
throughout the Empire. 

It is true, that he took great Care of his own Family, 
obliging Henry Duke of Bavaria to reſtore him the Towns of 
Weitz, Lintz, Steyr, and other Places upon the River Ers, 
mortgaged to him by Ortzxarw# King of Bohemia, which the 
Duke parted with to prevent being puniſhed for the Aſſiſtance 
he had given that Prince againſt the Empire. It is alſo faid, 
thet the Emperor e 2nd feveral Rights of the Empice in 
Italy, and made many of the Cities free. But in doing this, 
he conceived that no Prejudice was done to the Empire, fince 
he never affected to be powerful in Italy, and therefore declined 


this Emperor's I ime all Acts of 
ceedings in Coufts of Juſtice, had been written in Latin; but 
he changing that Cuſtom, uſed the German uage himſelf, 
and eſtabliſhed this Uſage fog, the future; in a Word, he laid 
the Foundation of the Power and Grandeur of the German Em- 
„ Pire, as well as of the Houſe of Auffria; and after a glorious 
ien dicd in 1291, leaving behind him two Sons, Albert Duke 

of Auſtria, and Redelph Duke of Swabia. 
After the Deceaſe of this Prince, the Archbiſhop and Elector 
Nau to be elected Emperor, 


of Mentz procured Adolphus of Na 

with an Intention of governing the Empire under his Name ; 
finding that Prince of too high a Spirit to bear ſuch 

a Treatment, he deſerted him, and engaged other Electors 


to — Joon ates cook —upon—them to de- 
poſe him, and to ert Duke of Au/tria, Emperor. 


This, produced a civil War, which was ended in the Year 
129K by a dceifive Battle, in which Aibert was not only 
2 . Victorious, 


[149] 
victorious, but alſo killed his Com with his own 
E ˙¹ Ä 
perial Dignity. 

The Elector of Mentz in a very little Time grew as uneaſy 
in Reguod to kim, 26 he had bees in refpott ve Aber and 
_ on his own great Power and the Influence he had 

” ths Hinze, ted the Infolence to tell him once, when 
they wins hunting together, that he had nothing more to do, 
than to blow his Horn, which hung at his 8 wo} imme- 
diately there ſhould ſtart up another Emperor. But in this he 
ſhewed his Vanity and Ambition, more than either his Wiſ- 
dom or his Intereſt ; for Albert had immediately recourſe to 
Arms, and forced him and the Electors who f:ded with him, 
to a ſpeedy Submiſſion. He was a powerful and Prince, 
and, like Redolph His Father, alike _— 
his Family, and the Intereſts of the Empi 

But with many great — Qualities he hed (2nd induad what 
Prince has not?) ſome Mixture of Vices. His Ambition was 


boundleſs, and his Government arbitrary. The Governors he 


ſent into Switzerland, which -belonged-to-him, op _— = the 
People to ſuch a Degree, that the Cantons of Uri, 
Underwald, reſolved to make themſelves free; in order to which 


they entered into a in the Year 23c7 for ten 
Years, which afterwards they renewed in 1315, and made per- 
petual : And this was the Origin of the Stuitæ Republick, which 
has fince made ſuch a Figure in Europe. For the” the Emperor 
neglected nothing to reduce them again under his Dominion, 
yet it was in oro for partly by the Situation of their Country, 
and partly by the Bravery of the People, they: preſerved their Li- 
in ſpite of all his Endeavours. znanwe> 
married his eldeſt Son Radalph t Blanche the Daughter of 
Philip the Fair, King of Hang, by which he gained ſome 
Advantages to his Family, "Aſter her Deceaſe hes eſpouſed 
Jabella, Queen Dowager of Bohemia, and in her "Right 
uired that * wag which now for the firſt Time was 
pollcfied by the Houſe of Auſtria; but he dying ſoon after, 
they loſt it again. As for the Emperor Albert, he — 
nued to govern the Empire with great Honour and 
ſeveral rr 
n good Laws, and endeavoured to fix the 
imperial Authority upon a firmer Foundation than it had 
hitherto ſtood. 
But while he was meditating this, and other great Deſigns, 
an Act of Injuſtice he had committed, brought him to an 


L 3 untimely 


| of June following, was elected Emperor. 
one of the braveft, and at the fame Time one of the 
i He met with great Difficulties in 


Country into a State of T 
afterwards engaging in a War againſt the Turks, he forced 
their Emperor Amurath to raiſe the Siege of Belgrade, when he 
e * * 
undoubtedly have ill greater Thi 
if he had not been — r 
ſixth of Ocaber 14 He left behind him a poſthumous Son 
called Ladiflaus, who had the Titles of King of Hungary and 
Bohemia ; but he never enjoyed either, though the Hunga- 
rians were deſirous of putting him into Poſſeſſion of 
their Country, if his Couſin, who ſucceeded his Father in the 
Empire, would have conſented to it; but whether through 


Frederich, ſurnamed the Peaceable, was elected Emperor on 
the Death of Albert II. in the Year 1440, and two Years 
afterwards he married the Infanta Elianora, Daughter of Ed- 
% 
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was this Lady who brought the large Lip into the Au/tr:- 
ily, at Brantome obſerves on the Authority of Eleanor 
France, who was Siſter to Charles V, who told it that 


other Bleflings he poſſeſſed, Maximilian was one 
extraordinary Princes of his Age in reſpect to 


8 
ſpok 


towards him in ſuch a Manner as gave 
to Learning; but as be up, he corrected 


Purity. 


a ſecond 

taken Effect, 

the former, but 

ſupplanted in this the French King Charles VIII. 

Upon this Diſappointment married to 


the Duke of Milan, with 


had a prodigious Sum 
to recover that Part of 
as Corvinus King of 


3 but after being defeated in eight Bat- 
with them in 1499. 


were originally but fix, viz. Franconia, 
Rhine, W:/iphalia, and Lower faxeny ; 
were four other Circles added; viz. thoſe 
the Lower Rhine, and Upper Saxony. 
divided, as to the Time in which 


Authors 
Auſtri 


are V 


( 153 ] 
gave it this Title, to diſtinguiſh it from all the other Principali- 
ties of the Empire and of Europe. 

The Jenetians having refuſed him a Paſſage thro? their Ter- 
ritories, he was offended with it to ſuch a Degree, that he 
engaged the Pope and the King of France in the League of 
Cambray againſt that Republick, which was very near being 
fatal to it. The Loſs of the Battle of Agnade! had infallibly 
drawn after it that of all their Territories upon the Continent, 
if ſome \iſunderſtanding had not ariſen between the Powers 
embarked in that Alliance. The Fenetians themſelves were 
ſo aſtoniſh:d when they ſaw the Emperor become Maſter of 
Verona, Breſcia, Bergamo, Padua, Vicenza, Ledi, and other 
fortified Places, that they offered him an annual Tribute of 
fifty thouſand Ducats to be taken under the Protection of the 
Empire; and without doubt it was the greateſt Miſtake in his 
Reign, that he neglected this Offer: for the Republick, reco- 
vering from their Fright, and having prevailed upon Lewis XII. 
of France to quit the League, foon brought moſt of theſe 
Places again under their Obedience; fo that except Riva 
and Rovereds, the Emperor kept nothing at the Peace, which 
he fold the YVenetians for two hundred thouſand Ducats, one half 
of which Sum was paid by France. 

In this War the Emperor had the Affiſtance of the Swiſs, 
in virtue of the heredi Convention he had made with 
them; ſo that he found more uſeful to him as Allies, 
than he could have made them as Subjects. In 1515, he 
united the County of Goritz to his Dominions, upon the 
Death of the laſt Count without Heirs. He received with 

2nificence, Sigiſmund King of Poland, and Uladiflaus King 
of Hungary, at Vienna; at which Interview he renewed the 
Treaty of Succeſſion with the laſt of theſe Princes, by which 
he gained the Kingdom of Hungary for his Poſterity. His 
Reign, though ſhort in Comparifun of his F „ was 
glorious for himſelf, very uſeful to the Empire, and exceedi 
happy for his Family. He died at Melli in Auſtria, on 
twcltth of January 1519. 

This great Monarch had only one Son, Philip, who died 
before him ; he eſpouſed Fane the Daughter of Ferdinand of 
Arragon, and Iſabella of Caſtile, who brought him the whole 
Kingdom of Spain for her Fortune. Don Juan Antonio de 
Vera, a Spaniſh Hiſtorian, gives us this Character of him: 
His Temper and his Manners, ſays he, gained him not only 
the Love of his Subjects, but alſo of his Enemies; he was 
very beneficent, but his Gifts were fmall, and like thoſe of 


na private 


11541 
a private Man, for he had not Time to ſhew that he had the 
Soul and Generoſity of a King. His Queen was fo fond of 
him, that his Death, which in the Year 1506, coft 
her Senſes; ſhe directed his Body to be embalm- 
ried it every where about with her ; a memorable 
in itſelf an 


y 
King Philip left behind him two Sons, Charles born the 
twenth- ſourth of Felruary 15co, and Ferdinand born the 
tenth of March 1503. He had likewiſe four Daughters; 


Philip made a Treaty with Lewis XII. of France for the 
Diviſion of the Kingdom of Naples; 0 his laſt Will 
directed, that he ſhould have the Tuition of his eldeſt Son, 

of 
appointing 


þ 


who was 


; 
7 


This young 

milian I. could ng 
of the Romans i his De- 
ceaſe, chi 
I. 2 
yielded Do- 
ſerving of Spain and 
Dukes Countries, the 
Lordſhi to him by 
the ac- 
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The fame Year the Emperor concluded a Peace with Fran- 
cis I. at Cambray, but it did not laſt long; for the Duke of 
Milan having cauſed, as it was faid, a French Ambaſſador to be 
killed in his Dominions, King Francis raiſed a great Army in 
order to revenge this Aﬀront ; but the Duke of Sawoy having 
refuſed him a through his Territories, he turned his 
Arms againſt him, and took from him without any Pretence, 
but that of ſupcrior Force, all his Countries. 

In the mean time the Duke of Milan died without Iſſue, 
upon which the Emperor entred into Poſſeſſion of that Country, 
as devolving to him in the nature of a Fief; which kindled a 
new War in /taly, and in the Low Countries; however in the 
Year 1537, a Truce was concluded for ten Months at Terouanne ; 
which was prolonged ſoon after at Nice for ten Years. It was 
in this Space, that upon a popular Inſurrection in the City of 
Ghent, the Emperor demanded, and was permitted to paſs through 
France, where he received very great Honours, and was treated 
with much Generoſity by Francis I. to whom it is faid he pro- 
miſed on that account to reſtore the Duchy of A ilan; which 
however it is certain he neither did, nor intended to do; which, 
with ſome other Grievance:, en the French King to break 
the Truce, and enter into a War with the Emperor; who 
thereupon made a League with the King of England, whoſe 
Aſſiſtance at that Time was of great Conſequence to him. 

Yor ie Sngeriahfs being Selianed ner Coripman, and the 
being afraid that the French weuld take Advantage 


of the Religious Diſturbances in Ger::azz, reſolved to con- 
clude a Peace in Time, which, tho* ſome Years after, was 


every Advantage by bis Arms that it was to gain 

them; — 2 ſaw when I 
longer in his Power, and then he had recourſe to Treaties, in 
which no Monarch knew better how to manage his Intereſt 
than he did, or gained more in the Courſe of ſeveral intricate 


_ 5 ons. 
he Proteſtants were now become extreamly formidable in 


they formed, as it was very 
racy for their own Preſervation ; which, from the Place where 
it was concluded, had the Title of the of Smalcald, 
and makes a great Figure in the German Hiſtory. The Empe- 


ſerious Conference with him upon this Subject; in wh 


ror going to Balegna to be crowned by the Pope, . 
ic! 
he 


eee s Fange SSF 
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1157! 
he preſſed him to call, before it was too late, rr 
for the Reformation of the Church, as the | and moſt 
effectual Means for remedying theſe Diſorders; the Miſchiefs 
attending which he forcſaw, and repreſented in the ſtrongeſt 
Colours. But his Holineſs was of a different Opinion; he 


thought that this was being too complaiſant to Hereticks ; 
and therefore inſiſted that they ſhould be compelled to Obedi- 
ence, in which the Emperor acquieſced, but reſolved to do it in 
his own Method. 


On his Return thercfore to Germany, 
Diet 


Church of Chri/t ; rejected only the Superſti- 

tions, of the Church CORES of late Date, and, 

ſo far from being authoriſed y were incompati 

with the Goſpel. This however was fo far from havi 
Effect of procuring Peace and due 


Li of 
ſcience, that it brought about quite the CES 
Emperor's Management. 


the 

or in that Diet an Edict was framed oring all 
Things to their former State, and for maintaining the Church, 
that is, the Church of Rome, by the Secular that the 
Proteftants ſaw themſelves obliged either to ith their 
Religion or to fight for and defend it, and they choſe the latter. 
This opened a long and bloody War in the Empire; in which 


at firſt the Emperor was ſucceſsful; for in the Battle of 
he defeated the Confederate Army, and made the famous John 
Frederick Elector of Saxory, who was at their Head, Priſoner, 
which gave the Proteſtants a dreadful Blow. 

He ſoon after got into his Hands the Landgrave of Heſſe, 
by an Artifice of the famous Cardinal Grenvelle, a great Po- 
litician, but one of the wickedeit Men of that Age ; who 
by changing the Letter in the fate. Conduct given to that Prince, 
furniſhed the Emperor with a Pretence for detaining him; which 
pitiful Artifice, how much ſoever it might be for his Intereſt, was 
highly and will be ever dctrimental to his Honour. He carried 
thoſe two illuſtrious Princes about with him, and thereby fo 
terrified the Proteſtants, that they to fall off from their 
League ; by drawing over Prince ice of Saxony to his 
Party, through Hopes of granting him the Inveſtiture of his 
Couſin's Dominions, under Pretence that his War againſt the 
Elector was founded on Motives of State, and not of Religion, 
he divided them ſtill more; and beſieging ſome of the 
Imperial Cities that had taken their Part, he frighted them 
into ſuch Compoſitions, as coft them much more Money than 
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had form'd when at In/pruck Enes ee . The, 
retiring for the Remainder of his to a private Lite. This, 
one would have thought, might — been caſily executed; but 
the Emperor judged otherwiſe. 

He refolved to ſhew himſelf in that, as well as in all other 
Things, a Hero and a Stateſman ; and therefore there were many 
Points which he reſolved to ſee ſettled before he abdicated the 
"Thrones of the Empire and of Spain. He was cointriving in 
his own Mind, how to weaken the Force of the Proteſtants ; 
but before he had fix'd upon a Scheme, that was likely to be at- 
tended with Succcfs, the Proteſtants did his Work without his 

; for the Hatred between Haur ice of Saxony and 
Albert of 3 roſe to ſuch a Height, that it came at 
Laſt to a decifive Battle, in which the Army of the former gain- 
ed the Victory, tho' their Chief * killed; and Albert, who 
was defeated, found no other wa himſelf but by 
Flight. His Brother 1ugu/tus, w 1 Maurice in the 
EleQtorate of Saxony, became fo fimly attach'd to the Emperor, 


that he had no longer any Cauſe to be apprehenſive of Dangers 


in Germany. 
He then march'd into the Low Countries with a powerful Ar- 
8 expel the French; and while he was carrying on the 
War there, he meditated and accompliſh'd another great Deſign, 
which was the Marriage of his Son Ply with Mary of 
England, and Daughter to Henry VIII. which took in 
uly 1554, and countirm'd the Emperor in the Reſolution he 
taken to reſign his Dominions to his Son, in order to which 
he was willing to have concluded a Peace with France; but 


in his 
make an Fxchanye of _— and Power, for Retirement and 
Peace of Mind. 

It is neceſfary, for the Sake of Perſpicuity, ta treat this Affair 
of his Reſignations more at large, ak many Writers con- 
found their Readers Notions about it, by — it as a ſingle 
Act; whereas the Emperor made three diſtinct nations, 
wn all of them deſerve to be conſidered. In the firſt, which 

was perform'd with great my pls on the 28th of 
October 1555, he declared his Son er of the Order 
of the Golden Fleece, and Sovereign of the Seventeen Provinces 
of the Low Countries. In the ſecond, two Months after, he re- 
ſigned to him all his hereditary Dominions ; but ſtill reſerved 
to himſelf the Empire, with a View to have ſecured that like- 
wiſe, if it had been practicable, for King Philip; and the Me- 
thod by which he propoſed to ſucceed in his Deſign, was this: 
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He labour'd to perſuade his Brother Ferdinand, King of the 
Reomars, to conſent that Ph:lip ſhou!d be elected to that Digni- 
ty, in Conſideration of Eis rcfigning the Empire to Ferdinand. 
But this Project, tho' managed with great Secrecy and Addreſs, 


fail'd of Succeſs by the Aſſiduity of the Archduke Maximilian, 
Son to King Ferdinand, who traverſed all the Emperor's Endea- 
vours for that Purpoſe, and fecurcd the Succeflion to himſelf. 
A whole Year was ſpun out in this manner; and then the 
Emperor ſent //7lliam Prince of Orange, attended by the Vice- 
Chancellor of the Empire, and his own „to carry his 
Reſignation to his Brother Ferdinand, which put an End to that 
Affair. Charles ſoon afterwards made a Voyage to Spain, where 
he reſolved to ſpend the Remainder of his Days in a > 
At Valladolid he pais'd a few Days in taking Leave of 
the Ladies, and fome Perſons ot Diffinction, who came 
on ſo ſtrange an Occaſion to pay their Reſpects to him. 
Amongſt the reſt came his Fool, or Jeſter, Pedro de San 
Erhas, who, upon ſceing the Emperor make a low Bow 
could not help faying, Sire, you are very complaiſant to 
off your Hat to me; is it to ſhew that you are no longer 


| peror ? No, Pedro, anſwered that Prince gravely, it is becauſe 


I have now nathing in my Power to give you, ſave this Mark 
of Civility. We may collect from this Anſwer, that he 
already to be chagrin'd on the Subject of his Abdication. 
retired however, as he propoſed, to a Convent of Hieronomites, 
where he died on the 21ſt of S:ptember 1 558, at the Cloſe of the 
ſecond Year after his Reſignation. By the Manner in which he 
parted with his Dominions, he created two diſtin Branches of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, viz. the Spaniſh and the German. Of the 
former we ſhall ſpeak in its proper Place, at preſent it is our 
Buſineſs to purſue and finiſh the Hiſtory of the latter. 

Ferdinand I. the younger Brother of the Emperor Charles V. 
was born in the Year 1503. and was a Prince of a mild 
Diſpoſition, very learned himſelf, and a Lover of learned Men, 
He married the Princeſs Ann, Daughter of Uladiflaus King of 
Hungary; and in her Right, on the Death of her Brother . 
who was kill'd in the Battle of Malutz, he claim'd that Crown, 
as well as the Diadem of Bohemia, in 1526. He obtained 
the Poſſeſſion of the latter immediately; but the Party which 
oppoſed him in the former call'd in the Tarks, which gave 
Riſe to a long and bloody War. In 1531, his Brother Charles 
procured him the Title of King of the Romans, notwith- 
ſtanding a vigorous Oppoſition made thereto by the Elector 
of Saxony. The two Brothers, however, conſidered this 

M Election 


1162 ] 
ights. Charles intended that his 
than till his own Son Philip 
was of Age; whereas Ferdinand look'd upon this Promotion as 
the to ing the Imperial Dignity, not only for him- 
ſelf during Life, but for his own Family. 

He was in this Reſpect a very wiſe and cautious Prince, and 
never any ity of enlarging his Dominions. 
In Conjunction with the other Princes of the Empire, he had 
expell'd Lie Duke of HF:rtemberg from his Domimons ; but in 
1534, by the Aſſiſtance of the Landgrave of Heſſe, he recover'd 
the Poſſeſſion of them; and the ſame Year Ferdinand came to 
an Agreement with this Prince, that in Cafe his Family in the 
Male Line ſhould fail, his Duchy (one of the moſt conſiderable 
in the Empire) ſhould fall to the Houſe of Au/tria. 6 

When Tohn- Frederick Duke of Saxony was iv'd of his 
and put under the Ban of the Empire, the Emperor 
at the fame Time keeping him cloſe Priſoner, Ferdinand form'd 
Pretenſions upon ſeveral Cities in his Dominions, which he 
pretended belonged of Ri to his Kingdom of Babemia; 
and tho' he did not prevail fo far as to keep thoſe Cities, yet 
Maurice Elector of Saxony found it requiſite to yield the Duchy 
of Sagan in Sf to this M quivalent. 


acquired ſo an Intereſt amongſt the Princes of the Empi 
2 have Sante bb Point, even K be 
him to reſign. In the Year 1555, he ſettled the 
Diſputes in the Empire, at a Diet held for that Pur- 
guru uy The Year following he ſucceeded, by his 
s Reſignation, to the Imperial Dignity; which was con- 
firm'd by a kind of ſecond Election at Franckfort in the Month 
of March 1558. lr ro gt of 4 
Paul we j ch, who was then Pope, tosk- bie, 
refuſed to acknowledge him for Emperor, which 
er not the Effect that he expected; for Ferdinand 
i d that he had denicd Audience to his Ambaſfa- 
t them Inſtructions to leave Rame in three Days, 
continued in that Diſpoſition, whi 
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and by his ſmooth Conduct procu 


tages ſtill in the Poſſeſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
1564, in which he died, in the 61ft Year of his Age, and the 
ninth Year of his Reign. 


2 Lady much beneath him in Birth, by whom he had 
Charles and Andrew, who for that 

Succeſſion ; only Charles had the Marquiſate 
Andrew becoming an Eccleſiaſtick, obtain d 


Maximilian II. was a Prince of Spirit 
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His Goods were ſeiz'd, and his Eſtate confiſcated on this 
Account, and he obliged to conceal himſelf, ſometimes in one 
Part of Germany, and ſometimes in another, to avoid further Pu- 
niſhment. At laſt, grown wcary of this Vagabond Life, he af- 
ſembled a Body of Men, in Circumftances as deſperate as his 

ſurpriz d the City of II wt</rurg, diſarm'd the Inhabitants, 
pillag'd the Churches, ravifh'd the Nuns ; and, after all thoſe 
Acts of Violence, forced the Gentry and Clergy to affemble, 
and declare him innocent of the Biſhop's Murder, and to reſtore 
him to his Eſtate both perſonal and real; as alſo to take an 
Oath to defend him againſt all who ſhould attempt any thing to 
his Prejudice, even if it were the Emperor himſelt. 

Maximilian looked upon this as an Indignity done to the 
Empire, and therefore procured a Reſolution in the Diet of 
Augſbourg, that all who had any Concern in ſurprizing I urtz- 
bourg, ſhould be delivered up to legal Puniſhment; for this 
Action was done in the Time of his Father Ferdinand, and he 
had put Grombach under the Ban of the Empire, who thereupon 
retired to the Duke of Saxe-Gotha, who not contented with 
giving him Protection, declared him his Privy-Counſellor ; up- 
on which the Emperor put the Duke likewiſe under the Ban of 
the Empire, and committed the Execution of the Sentence to 
Auguſtus Elector of Saxony; who, after trying fair Means to no 
Purpoſe, at length beſieged Gotha, and took it. The Duke 
being ſent Priſoner to the Emperor, was depriv'd of his Domi- 
nion, and ſentenced to be contin'd for Life ; a Judgment ſevere 
in itſelf, but ſo juſt, that it drew no Imputation upon Maxi- 
milian, whoſe Unwillingneſs to proceed to theſe Extremitics 
was known and acknowledged. 

He was far from being a Bigot in Religion, as appears from 
his granting the free Exerciſe uf their Religion to his Proteſtant 
Subjects in Au ria, and by his publickly blaming the Parifan 
Maffacre, tho committed by the Authority of his Son- in-Lau 
Charles IX. of France. His Juſtice and other Royal Virtues 
induced many of the P:li/h Nobility to elect him for their 
King; but Stephen Bateri Prince of Tranfilvania, having a 
ſtronger Party, ſupplanted him, and held that Kingdom, not- 
withitanding ail the Endcavours of the Emperor to recover his 
Rights. He died in the Lear 1576, at fr-/borrg, where he 
had aſſembled a Dict, of a violent Palpitition at the Heart; 
which, it is ſuſpected, was occaſioned by a Doſe of Poiſon given 
him by the Cardinal de Granvelle, whom we have mentioned 
before, as a Man very capable of ſuch an Action. 

This Monarch, by the Infanta 47aria, Daughter to Charles 


V. had a numerous Poſterity: viz Radolph, who ſucceeded 
him; Eu, Governor of the Low Countrics, born in 1553, 
and 
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and who dicd in 1595; Matthias, who ſucceeded his Brother 
R:odelth in the Empire; Maximilian, Great Maſter of the 
Tent5nick Order, afterwards elected King of Poland, who died 
in .618; Albert, born in 1597, who was firſt an Ec 
and obtained a Cardinal's Hat, which afterwards he reſign d; 
and marrying the Infanta Clara Iſabella Eugenia, Daughter 
to Philip i King of Spain, was made Governor of the Low - 
Commtries, and died in 1621, without Iſſue; Ann, born in 15 
and married in 1559 to Philip II. King of Spain; Elzab 
born in 1554, and married in 1570 to Charles IX. King of 
France; Margaret, born in 1567, who lived a Nun, and died 

in 1632, and Eleanora born in 1563, and died in 1581. R 

R:4:1ph II. was a Prince of an excellent Diſpoſition, very 
learned himſelf, and a great Encourager of Learning, to a De- 
gree, in the Opinion of many, prejudicial to his Affairs; be- 
cauſe it led him to ſpend more of his Time amongſt his Books, 
and with his learned Friends, than the Affairs of Government 
would permit; but in other Reſpects he was a very wiſe and 
worthy Prince, one deſirous of living quiet himſelf, and of 
maintaining the Peace of the Empire, without attempting upon 
the Rights of others. He was King of the Romans at the Lime 
of his Father's Deceaſe, and ſo ſucceeded of Courſe, without any 
new Election; and had been crown'd King of Hungary in 1572, 
and of Bohemia in 1575, fo that his Power was great, and his 
Dominions very extenhve. | 

He came to the Empire in a very difficult Juncture, becauſe 
of the Niffercnces about Religion. He forced Gerhard Truſches, 
Archbithop of Calagne, who turn'd Proteſtant, and married 
Agnes Counteſs of Mansfield, to quit his Dominions. By a Truce 
of fifteen Years he prevented the Conſequences of the Quarrel 
betwixt the Cardinal of Lorrain, and Fobn-George Marquis of 
Brandenbturgh, who were both choſen Biſhops of Straſbourg ; the 
former by the Popiſh Canons, and the latter by the Proteſtants. 
After the Death of Count Fohn Manderſcheid, to prevent the 
War that might have been occaſioned by the Succeſſion of Ju- 
hers, he would have ſequeſter d that y 3 but the Preten- 
ders to the Succeſſion, oppoſed it. The Proteſtants concluded 
an Aſſociation, which they call'd THE UNION, in 1609, of 
which Frederick V. Elector Palatine, was Chief. The i 
made a Confederacy for nine Years among themſelves at Nurta- 
baurg, which they call'd THE LEaGUE, and thus the Germans 
were on the Point of arming againſt each other. 

The Imperialiſts were engaged in a War with the Turks 
from 1549 to 16c6, when they took ſeveral Towns, and com- 
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Religion. The Papiſis formed 
League, at the Head of which was 


diſtracted the Empire, 
ditary Dominions ; to which the Haughtineſs 


, who was 1 Miniſter and . 3 
diſputed the Right of naming the Prince ran ſiluania 
with the Turk:/þ Fe 
with him for twenty Vears. He the Archduke Ferdi- 
nand his Couſin, to Philip III. of Spain, who was his Nephew, 
to be his Heir, out of his natural Averſion to the Spaniards, a 
Point which deſerves great Notice. He the Succeſſion 
at Prague in 1617, by the Advice of the Archduke Maximilian 
his Brother; and at the fame Time a ſecret T was made be- 
twixt Philip III. of Spain and the Archduke Ferdinand; 


ſhould be 
Time happened the Revolt of Bohemia, becauſe the 


Minifters invaded the Laws and Privileges 
M 4 : 
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The Emperor aſſembled the States at Pragua, where his Mi- 
niſters ſo provoked the People, that they threw them out of the 
Windows of the Caftle; by which however they received no 
Hurt. After that they choſe new Magiſtrates, took up Arms, 
and publiſhed a Manifeſto to juſtify their Proceedings. The 
Emperor publiſhed another, — his Council, in order to ac- 
commodate Matters, were for turning out his Favourite Kl-ſar, 
who was hated by the B:hemians. But the Emperor being 
againſt it, the Archdukes Maximilian and Ferdinand ſent him 
Prifoner to Tir: by their own Authority. The Emperor how- 
ever went on with the War, but the Bchenians being much 
more diligent, raiſcd 3 thouſand Men under Count Hans- 
field, and took ſeveral Towns; upon which the Emperor's 
Troops entered the Country, and committed ſuch Cruelties as 
moved ſeveral neighbouring Princes and States to pity the Ba- 
hemians, and intercede for them in the Name of all the Pre- 
teftauts of the Empire; who alſo laid their Grievances before 
him, and complained that he gave the Command of his Army 
to Strangers, ſworn Lnemics to their Religion, which ſhewed 
there was a Deſign rather to deſtroy them than to redreſs their 

nts. 

They made Application to ſeveral of the Electors to endea- 
vour to procure an Accommodation. But the Duke of Bata- 
ria, who loved to fiſh in troubled Waters, prevented it. I he 

at laſt began to grow weary of the War and Fatigve, 
and reſign'd the Kingdom of Hungary and Belemia to his Couſin 


the Archduke Ferdinand. Soon aiter by his Gricf for the Loſs. 


of the Archduke Maximilian and the Empreſs, he fell into 
a Diſtemper, and died the twentieth of March 1619; leaving 
his Succeſſor embroiled in a War of thirty Years Continuance, 
which almoſt exhauſted Germany. 

The Emperor Matthias eſpouſed Ann of Auſtria, Daughter 
to the Archduke Ferdinand, by whom he had no Iſſue; ſo that 
the Pains he had beſtowed in endeavouring to ſecure the Em- 

to his Poſterity, were vain and to no Purpoſe. But 

was more ſucce in his Endeavours on the Bchalf of 
Archduke Ferdinand, whom he procured to be elected 
ing of Bohemia, and afterwards cf Hungary, and thereby 
e Way for his ſucceeding him in the Empire, tho' he 
was not a little jealous of his Power; and therefore ſtipulated 
that he ſhould not meddle with the Affairs of the Empire 
during his Life; whence it may be juſtly affirmed, that as 
he made it his Buſineſs to trouble bis Brother's Reign on the 
Score of his own Pretenſions, ſo he enjoved as little Peace 
while he held the Imperia! Dignity, the Power ef which 
he 


erke 


3 
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he laboured greatly to extend, and thereby increaſed thoſe 
Troubles with which Germany was vex'd in his Time, and 
which roſe {till higher after his Decraſe, as the Reader will ſee 
in the Account ot the next Reign. 

Ferdinand III. mounted the Throne at a very critical Con- 


juncture, and became Emperor of Germany at the very Inſtant 


almoſt, that the Bohemians determined that he ſhould no longer 
be their King. They charged him with the moſt flagrant 
Breaches of the Laws, with violating the Privileges of his Sub- 
jects, and thereby loſing all Title to rule over them; for which 
eaſon they ſolemnly depoſed kim, and offered their Crown to 
the King of Denmark, the Duke of Saxoy, and the Elector of 
Saxony, who all very wiſely refuſed it ; but Frederick V. Eleftor 
Palatine, bcing preſſed thereto by his Wife, the Daughter of 
our King James, accepted it, in hopes of being affiſted by 
ſeveral great Princes. | 

But engaging unluckily in a deciſive Battle with all his Forces, 
he was totally defcated at ¶ eiſenberg near Prague, on the 18th 
of November 1620. This Defeat not only coſt him his new 
Kingdom, but his Hereditary Dominions, which were given 
by the Emperor to Maximilian Duke of Bavaria in 1623. 
The Proteftants, aſtoniſhed at this Blow, began to form a 
Confederacy tor their own Security ; the Princes of the Lower 
Saxony alſo joining themſelves to the King of Denmark, ven- 
tured to act openly againſt him; upon which the Emperor's 
General Count Tilli attacked that Prince, and routed his 
Forces, proſecuting his Victory with ſuch Effect, that the Ki 
of Denmark was glad to make his Peace upon the bel 
Terms he could obtain in 1629, which were indeed very 
indifferent. 

The Emperor's good Fortune had an Effect but too com- 
mon amongſt Princes, it induced him to flatter himſelf with 
the Hopes of erecting an abſolute Power in Germany; and 
therefore the very fame Year, he publiſhed an Edict, that the 
Proteſtants ſhould reſtore all the Eccleſiaſtical Livings they had 
ſeized ſince the Pacification of Paſſatu. The Hiſtory of theſe 
Troubles, and of this War, is a Point of the greateſt Impor- 
tance towards a thorough Underſtanding of Hiſtory of 
Europe even at this Day ; for it changed the whole Face of Af- 
fairs, and produced a new Syſtem, which it is abſolutely re- 

uifite the Reader ſhould comprehend, in order to his becomi 
of thoſe Diſputes in the Empire, which then 
the Attention of all Europe, and have never failed to engage 
them as often as they have been renewed from that Time to 
this, which has bcen 1n almoſt every Reign. 
| The 
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In this Battle Count Tilli was 4p — op 


ing carried to Ingo//tadt, died there 
Emperor, whole Affairs were now in a very 


41 
tion, gave the Command of his Armics to Count Walkfein, 
the ableſt General in his Service, who marched with a new 
Army into Bavaria, in hopes of ſurpriſing the Swedes and their 
Allies; but Guffavus wiſely entrenched himſelf in a ſtrong 


Camp, within a League of Nuremberg, where he amuſed the 
Imperialiſts till he was joined by the Duke of Saxe-Wiimar, 
General Banier, and then divid. d his Army into three Corps, 
marching himſelf towards Hinſheim. Walleſters thereupon 
tended to move towards Bamberg, ages 
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fight chat Day, that his Army might have Time to 
Fati nnn 


1632, he gave them Battle, and ret os oy 
Aion he loſt his Liſe, yet his Tra elated urs 


complete Victory, which did inexpreflible Honour 
Courage and Diſcipline. 

The Proteſtants were ſo much dejected 
Conqueror, that Lis 
Swediſh Generals 
great Spirit and Reſolution, which contributed to reſtore bo de- 

the Affairs of their Party, as well as an Accident that could 
be foreſeen, which was the Neceſſity the 
himſelf under of cauſing Walleftern, whom he had made Duke 
of Fridland, to be aflaflnated: on Account of his _ 

a Deign to make himſelf Maſter of the of 
and 28 he was an Officer of the greateſt Reputation in his Ser- 
vice, this could not but have a very bad Effect his Affairs, 
3 Kenne 
had declared his eldeſt Son Ferdinand Ki 


4 1625, two Years after he was crowned King of N 
bemia; and being a young Prince of great Parts and 
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non, and made the beſt Diſpoſitions poſſible for giving them 
a vigorous Reception. 
he Confederates however attack d him; but, after a long 
and obſtinate Engagement, they were totally defcated; the Im- 
iſts 24 — their Lines as ſoon as the Enemy began to 
gr 


improving their Advantage to the utmoſt, cut off 
the greateſt Part of the Confederate Army, and took Marſhal 
Hern Priſoner. This decifive and important Action happen'd 
November 16, 1634, and was by far the greateſt Defeat the 
Swedes had received from the Time of their entering Ger- 
many. The Effects of it were ſuch as might well have been 
expected; for ſeveral of the Proteſtant Princes fell off from 
the League, particularly the Elector of Saxony, and concluded 
a ſeparate Peace with the Emperor at Prague in the Year 
1635; the principal Articles of which were, That the Reſti- 
tution of the Eſtatcs of Eccleſiaſticks ſhould be ſuſpended for 
Years ; that Magdebourg ſhould be reftored to Duke 
Auguſtus of Saxony, and N to the Archduke Leopold; fo 
that now the Emperor though he had the Proteſtants once more 
at his Mcrcy, and bchaved accordingly. 

The greateſt Princes and the ableſt Politicians are ſometimes 
miſtaken in their Views, which was the Caſe of the Emperor 
Ferdinand III. in relation to this great Victory gain'd by his Son 
at Nordlingen. He treated the Stuedes, and thoſe that ſlill re- 
main'd firm to their Alliance, as abſolutely within his Power, 
and to whom he might preſcribe what I'crms he pleaſed; where- 
as, if upon ſuch reaſonable Terms as they would glady have 
accepted he had made Peace at that I ime, he might certainly 
have kept the Conditions of it only as far and as long as he 
pleaſed. War is a hazardous and dangerous Thing, and, till it 
is abſolutely over, there is no knowing who has the better. The 
Stecdes had at that Time a Stat ſman, whole Abilitics ſaved them 
and their German Confederates : This was Count Oxerfleirn, 
wio undertook to draw the French into the Diſpute, and, which 
was more extraordinary, render them firm and faithful in the 
Protecution of it; in which he ſuccceded ſo well, that the Em- 
rerot finding himſelf at laſt quite tired out, and his Subjects in 
a manner abſolutely exhauſted, reſolved to conſent to a Peace 
upon the beſt Conditions that the Circumſtances of the Times, 
and a Train of unexpected Events, would allow. 

The Swedes, on the other hand, were alſo much diſpoſed 
to a Negotiation, becauſe their own Armies being entirely 
worn out, they had now only German I roops under Swedifh 
Officers to fight their Battles, and they knew not how foon 
theſe People might grow weary of ruining their native Coun- 
try, 
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try, and fighting for them azainſt thew C The 
Troubles that about this | ime broke out in France, made 
that Crown likewiſe very iuclinable to Peace; which being 
the ſole End and Aim, from the Beginning of the War, that 
the Proteſtant Princes in Germany propoſed to themſelves, they 
omitted nothing on their Sides that was neceſſary to bri 
it to a ſpeedy Concluſion. It was this Diſpoſition in 
the Parties that brought about, in 1648, the famous Treaty 
of IV:/tphalia ; by which a reaſonable Satisfaction was given 
to all that had been concern'd in the War, and conſequently 
a 8 Was thereby laid for a folid, laſting, and honour- 
able Peace. 

As the Intention of this hiſtorical Deduction is to give 
the Reader, from the Conſideration of paſt Events, a perfect 
Infight into the preſent State of Things, it is — ne- 
ceſſary that we ſhould infiſt more particularly upon this Treaty, 
than upon any thing of the fame Nature that has gone before ; 
becauſe it entirely changed the Face of Affairs not in Ger- 
many, but throughout all Eurape. When we ſpeak of it 
rally, and in its full Extent, it is called the Peace of 
Phalia, tho' ſtrictly ſpeaking, there be really no ſuch Treaty 
exiſting ; and therefore, to underſtand this perfectly, the Reader 
is to obſerve, that the Diſputes with Sweden were firſt regu- 
ted by a Treaty concluded at Qſuabrug the 16th of Auguff 

in the 
in 


1648, by which that Crown acquired certain Provinces in 
Empire, a Seat in the Imperial Diet, and a conſiderable Sum 
ready Money : Satisfaction being likewiſe given to the 
of Brandenburgh for his Pretenſions, as has been already 
in the Articles of Sweden and Pruſſia : And at the Time this 
Tr was concluded, there was a Proviſo inſerted, That it 
ſhould be of no Force till another Treaty, then negotiating, 
was likewiſe fign'd and concluded. 

This other Treaty was carried on at Munter between the 
Empire and France; which was alſo Perfection, 
and fign'd the 25th of October the fame Year. 
Treaty a great Variety of Intereſts were ſettled. 
reſtored to the Eleftor of Treves all that had been 
him. The Electoral Dignity was confirm'd 
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of Bavaria, and he had alſo the Upper Palatinate given him; 
but the Lower Palatinate was reſtored to the Elector Palatine ; 
who, as we have before ſhewn, had ed by the 
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may | 

« in the Political State, all and every of the Electors, Princes, 
« and States of the Roman Empire, ought to be fo confirm'd 
« by Virtue of this I „in their ancient Rights, Prero- 
« ati Freedom, and Ptivileges, in the free Exerciſe of 
« their Territorial Rights, in Matters Eccleſiaſtical and Politi- 
& cal in their Domimons, in their Rights of Regale, and in 
« the Poſſeſſon of all theſe Ih ngs together, that no Perſon 
« may have it in his Power or Choice to gi 

* Moleftation, on any Pretence whatſoever. 


« to be declared, Contributions to be impoſed, Levies of 
« Troops to be made, and their Quarters regulated ; new For- 
« trefſes to be erected in the Name of the Publick in the 
Territories of the States, or Garriſons to be placed in the 
« old ones; as alſo, when any Trcatics of Peace or Alliances 
« are to be concluded, oh other Affairs af this Nature to 
„or others of the like Kind, 

permitted without the Suffrage and 
mpire aſſembled in 


« in any wiſe, infringe the Oath which they have all taken to 
« the Emperor and Empire.” 
It is to be obſerved, that the Citics of Oſrabrug and Mun- 
are both in Weffphalia, and the two Treaties being united 
the Proviſo before mention'd, are from thence ſtiled the 
efiphalia ; but when they are quoted more particu- 
are mention d from the reſpective Treaties. 
it is faid, that the Peace n 
the Empire, and with great Propriety ; for it may be 
2 the Hagna Charts of Germany : and — * 
e need not wonder that the French. who were principally 
concerned in making this Treaty, had afterwards the Vanity 
to 
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the Swedes, who would otherwiſe have over-run their Coun- 
try; and it was by this Means alſo, that the Hanes were en- 


to take the Step, and to break wich the Sweaes ; 
he did not live to fee the Iſſue of this War, dying of a 
Conſumption, occaſioned, as has been faid, by his Concern for 
the Loſs of his eldeſt Son, on the 2d of April, 1657. He was 
in every Reſpect a very wiſe and great Alan, in moſt Things 
a very fortunate Prince, and if his Ambition had been leis, 
his Authority had been greater ; but the too great Warmth he 
diſcovered in Matters of Religion, and the Deſire he had to 
extend the Imperial Power beyond the Bounds prefcribed to 
his Predeceſſors, induced the Proteſtant Princes of the Em- 
pire to take ſuch Meaſurcs for their Security, as in the End, 


notwithſtanding all his Victories, proved in that Reſpect very 
effectual. 


Leopold I. the younger Son of the Emperor Ferdinand III. 
did not immediately ſuccecd his Father, becauſe he was under 
Age; he was origin intended for the Church, but upon 
the Death of his Brother Ferdinand, he was crown'd King of 
Hungary on the 25th of June +655, and King of Pohemia on 
the 14th of September the ſame Year. On the 18th of uy 
1658, he was elected Emperor, and on the 5th of Augu/t 
following, was crown'd at Francifort. In the beginning of his 
Reign, the War, which laſted fo lung betu ixt the Swedes, the 
Danes, the Poles and the Brarderturghers, was concluded by the 
T of Oliva in 1660, under various Guarantics. | 

A War broke out ſoon after betwixt the Emperor and the 
Hungarians, who complained that their Privileges were in- 
vaded ; that the German Troops maintaincd there on Pretence 
of defending them, which they were able and willing to do 
themſelves, committed all Sorte of Violence and Cruelty ; that 
the Hungarians in Poſſeſſion of Office es were not fuffered to 
: them ; that the Liberty of Religion, which had been 
them by fevcral Diets, Was denicd, their Churches 
taken from them, and their Miniitcr; banift.cl, becauſe they 
were not of the Religion of their Prince. That the Nobility, 
who ought to be try'd by their cv:n Judges, were brought to 
anſwer before German,; that tho the Revenue was more than 


ſufficient to maintain the Troops, yt they were not paid, but 
lived by Extortion, or invading the Turks, who made ſevere 
—_— on the peacrable Inhaviiants of the Country. 
he Grand Seignicr improved this Difference, and the 
Emperor taking Part with the Prince of Tranfiluania, ft up 
without his Confent, he itercfore gave that 'Vitle to Frince 
aß. The Turk; deſcated the Impcriatitts at Cir cava 
an 
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and took Newheuſel in 1663, but were routed at Levents, where 
loſt 6000 Men; and afterwards at St. Gathard, where 

they loſt above the ſame Number, and many General Officers, 
which brought on a Peace. The Hungarians findi that their 
Privileges were not reſtored according to the 


— to obtain 
Monks preached that their Y 
ermans ; tor this Inſurrection 
Serini, Frangipani, and 2 were ou! to death, 
der'd Prince Ragatshi's 
ts Ol 2h es 
were left without a Head, till young Count Tektely, who 
then but fifteen Years of Age, 
Tranſiluunia, came to eſpouſe their Cauſe ; for a bare 
of being well- affected to which, he had been treated with much 
Severi 

He was received by this exhauſted Nation wth the umolt Jo, 
and the Revolt of the Hungarians became almoſt general; 
however, the German Forcesi in that foon — = 


to the Neceflity of repining 2 nb ar's Mca- 


leaſt Inclination to — 
called off by the ambitious Views of a Monarch who ſpent his 
whole Life in diſturbing the Peace of Europe; for in 1672 the 
French invaded Lower Germany, and over-run moſt of the United 
Provinces. The Elector of Treves having no Force to oppaſe 


Elector of B 
of the KATH. but the French 


over-run it —_ — gy — 4 y. 

The French in 1673 5 A where Yay 0008. > 
veral Towns, and 1 inate under Contribu- 
tions. The Duke of N 9 commanded the Emperor's 
Army, would have joined Caprara, but was prevented by 
M. Turenne, which occaſion'd * ineffectual Battle of Sint - 
Fon. The Elector Palatine was ſo much provoked at the 

ravaging his Country, that he ſent M. Turexne a Challenge, 
which he would not accept, without Allowance fram the 
French King, his Mafter. Theſe Things, with the 2 

N 
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2 e War, and aſſemble 
more ; u i urenne the Rhine and 
In ed nex Ph Fo K 
1674 the Germans „ commanded 
Martha Fare nes Mekborer I nas a 
ny In 1675 the French defeated the Germans near Colmar ; 
but Montecuculi the Duke of Beaynorille in the Com- 
—_ 

going to an 
> Gannon Ball 
, that was tarniſhed before by his 


by retiring with but little Loſs in Sight 

33223 
In 1679, the War between the Empire, the French and the 
Dutch, was concluded by Be Trans of Alam, where the 
King of Sweden was Mediator, by n 
and the Burgau in lieu of Phil 
„5 gg has lot in the War 
of Nimeguen, the French King began to Chambers of Re- 
union at Aua and 333 by Sentences of his own 
Judges, ſeveral Princes were required to ſurrender thoſe Pro- 
vinces and Cities A . . 
new Acquiſitions; and ſuch as would not comply were 
pelld by Force, particul-rly the Elector Palatine, und the Eke- 
tor reVes. 

The French alſo ſtill kept Poſſeſſion of thoſe Places, they 
ed to ſurrender to the Empire by the Peace. 


1 comm to Thais; 
were not inclined to a new R 
ture with France. In 1680 the French ized Straſbowrg, by 
the T — The King of 
France likewiſe endeavoured to phin elected King of 
the Romans, = 9-2 7hf In 1681 he made a Treaty 
with Count Tekely, who had a ftrong of Malecontents in 
Hungary, was in high Efteem with the Grand Seignior, and 


aware of it. 
In 168 the Duke of Lorrain beſieged Newheuſel, but was 


obliged to up from thence on the Grand Vizier's march- 
ing towards him. At the ſame Time three thouſand Tartars 
wel the Country, and the Germans wit yr OY 


the Turks to invade Hungary before the Emperor was 


— 
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Prince Lewis of Baden, with a Body of Horſe, Foot and 
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retired towards Vienna ; for three 29829 
1 n i Con- 
* h Prince Lewis of Baden reſcued ſome of 
Baggage. I he News of this occaſioned an incredible Con- 
ſternation at Vienna. The removed to Lina, and 


ty at this Time. 
their Trenches the fifteenth of Fuly ; 
Garriſon under Count e 
a, great Numbers. 
the mean time, the of Lorrain deſeated Tekely, took 

and relieved Preſburg, that was to have fallen 
into his Hands. The Duke him a Time 
the Borders of Moravia, and him to retire. The 
of Vienna continued to the twelfth of September with all 
ury imaginable ; and the Beſieged behaved themſelves with the 
utmoſt Intrepidity, till they were relieved by the Confederate 
Army of eighty thouſand Men, conſiſting of Imperiak/ts and 
Pales, and as fine Troops as any in . 
The Right Wing was commanded by Sobigſti, 
Paland, the Left by the Elector of Bavaria and the Duke of 
Lorrain, and the main Body by the Elector of Sa and 
Prince Waldeck. They forced the 
and during the Engagement the Duke of Lorraim detached 


A 


did, and killed moſt 
of Aſſult. Upon this 
22 Horſe fled, and dot and Camp to the 
at the Chri/tians, who gained a ſignal via with 

1* uſand Men. The Tur 
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was depoſed, and his Brother ſet up in his Stead. The Em- 
petor s good Succeſs put him upon getting his Son, the Arch- 
duke 7 ph, crown'd King of Hurgary. 

He went himſcit to Prſburg upon this Occaſion, where he 
aſſembled the States, and told them, He would have the Crown 
made hereditary. The States took it into Conſideration; re- 
preſented their Grievances as uſual, and ſaid they were willing 
to elect the Archduke; but deſired their Freedom of Election 
might be continued, and that the Crown ſhould not become 
hereditary : That the German Troops might be recalled when 
Peace was made with the Turks, and all thcir Grievances re- 
drefied before the Coronation. I he Emperor allowed them 
fourteen Days to deliberate and draw up their Gticvances ; but 
told them he had been at more Charge to defend their Kingdom 
againlt the Turks than it was worth, and thercforc had a Right 
to look upon it as one of his hereditary Countries. A ſtra 
Inſtance of boundleſs Ambition founded in falſe Politicks ! 

There were great Debates about this in the Dit; and Count 
Draſcowitz, the chief Judge of the Kingdom, having repre- 
ſented the Confequences of it, they moſt humbly prayed the 
Emperor not to make ſuch an Aitcration in their Conſtitution. 
But the Count being found dead in his Bed ſome Days after, 
no body knew how, thoſe of his Sentiments durſt nat mention 
it any more. Some deſired they might be at Liberty to chuſe 
any ſuch Prince cf ihe Houſe of Aria as they ſhould think 
fit ; but this was alſo rejected with D:f{dain. 

There were two otner Points which for ſome time retarded 
the Coronation ; the firſt was, that according to an Article of 
King Andrew's Declaration, any of the three Eſtates had a 
Right to oppoſe the King when he acted againit the Laws of 
the Kinzlom, withaut being guilty of Treaſon : But the Em- 
peror would not allow of that. Ihe ſecond was, that the Pro- 
teſtants, who had joined with the Court to get the Crown 
made here litary, thought it a proper Scaſon to demand that 


they ſhould be maintained in their ancient Privileges : That the 


Churches and States which had been taken from them ſince 
1607 ſhould be reltored : That they ſhould have Deputics in 
every Diet: That the Jcſuits ſhould not meddle in Affairs of 
State, or what related to the Proteſtant Religion: That they 
ſhould not be allowed to ſettle in any other Place than where 
they then were: And that Count Caraſa, who had got many 
innocent Feopic cut oif upon Pretence of Plots, ſhould be 

turned out of his Places and the Xl iniſtry. 
But the States did nut think it a ſeaſonable Time for the 
Proteftants to inſiſt on tiſe Things. And thus, on the 
rwcuty- 


* r 1 — 
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twenty-ninth of December, the Kingdom was declared heredi- 
tarv, and the Power of ihe Prince became in a manner ablolute, 
fo that the People could do nothing but figh for the Loſs of 
their Liberty: For Count Tet, who had formerly acquired fo 
much Giory, had failed of late in moit of his Attempts, and 
was not able to keep up their Spirics, or afford them any pro- 
bable Hopes cf Relicf. 

The War againſt the Tzaris was ſtill proſecuted with various 
Succeſs for fevera] Years, nutwithſtanding that the French in 
1. 89 fell into Germany with a great Army, and committed 
ſuch Outrages as were inconſiſtent with the Laws of War. 
This Conduct of theirs (> totally deſtroyed the Intereſt they 
had among the German Princes, that in 160% the Emperor 
2 his Son the Archduke Jeſerh, who was already 

ing of Hungary, to be elected King of the Romans; and the 
Year following, the Turks were dct-ated by the Imperialijts in 
the Battle of Salankeman, in which they loſt their Grand Vi- 
zicr Cuperli, and twenty thoufand Men. The War continued 
notwithſtanding, chiefly from the Encouragement given to the 
Inſidels by the French, and the vaſt Effe rts they made in their 
Favour. The Turks likewiſe did all that lay in their Power to 
ballance the former Succeſſes of the Imperiali/ts ; but in 1397, 
Prince Eugene defcated one of the moſt pow-rful Armies the 
Infidele ever brought into the Field, at Zaxta, in which deci- 
five Action no leſs than 25,000 Turks periſhed. 

The French perceiving that this Blow had put it out of the 
Power of their good Allies to do any thing more for their Ser- 
vice, reſolved to get out of the War in Lime, and make the 
beſt Peace for themſelves they could; which they accordingly did 
at Ry/wick, whereby they quitted all their Re- unions in Aiſace e 
But the Popiſh Religion was to remain where they had fettkd 
it. The Elector Palatine was reſtored to his Territories, on 
paying 200, oo Livres per Annun to the Ducheſs of Orleans, 
till her Pretenſions were decided. Dinant was reſtored to the 
Biſhop of Liege; Straſborrrg reſigned to France; and Fort- Keel, 
Frilaurg, Star-fort, Gli Briſac, and Phili/ſoourg reſtored to the 

ire. 

The French were to demoliſh the Fortifications over-againſt 
Hunmingen and Fart-Letvis; the Caſtles of Traerbach, Ebrei- 
burg, Kirnburg, and the Fortreſ of A laut - Reyal, were to be 
demoliſhed and given to their right Owners. The Duke of 
Lorrain was reſtored to his own Country, and to Nancy; 
and the Caftles of Bieſch and Fimburg were to be razed. 
The Proteft.nt Princes of the Empire gave in A py 
againſt cſtabliihing Popery in Alatia, becaute contrary to t: 

n 3 fundameatal 
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fundamental Laws of the Empire, i. 6. to the Peace of Religi- 
on made in 1;88, to that of F:/iphalia and to that of Nimeguen, 
which were the Baſis of this Treaty: And that this Article was 
likewiſe contrary to the Capitulations ee 
King of the Remans, by which the faid Peace of Religion was 
ſecured ; but this Remonſtrance was without Effect. 

The Turks, finding themſelves abandoned in this manner by 
thoſe who drew them into the Was, and who had more than once 
hinder'd them from making Peace upon reaſenable Terms, 
reſolved to accept the Mediation of the Maritime Powers, and 
to conclude a Peace with the Emperor and his Allies on the 

beſt Terms that, in their preſent Circumſtances, could be had. 
Accordingly, after Pains taken by Lord Paget and Mr, 
Cullier, who e 1699, 
a Truce was fign'd for 25 Years between the Emperor and 
the Turis at Carlowitz. chief Articles of which were, 
That Tranfilvania ſhould remain intire to the Emperor, but 
the Province of Teamiſwaer to the Turks : That the Emperor 
ſhould demoliſh Carenſebeis, Lippa, Zenweck, Berſke, and 
Sabla, and never re-fortify them. The Iſlands of the Rivers 
Save and were to belong to the Emperor, but the Uſe 
of thoſe Rivers to both: All Priſoners taken during the War 
to be or ranſomed : No Protection on either Side to 
be given to Rebels and Malecontents: The Papiſts in the 
Tarkiſþ Territories were to h-ve the free Exeiciſe of their Re- 
gion. The Czar, the King of Plan, and the Republick 
Venice, were 


» comprehended in this Treaty; but Count 
Tehely was excluded. The Grand Seignior made him, way 
of Compenſation, Prince of Weddin, Carenſebeis, and Lugos, . 
with their Dependencies, that he might ftill retain him in his 

At the Time the great genera] War broke out on the Score 
of the Spaniſh Succeflion, the Affairs of the Emperor Leopold 
were but in a very indifferent Condi or. He faw plainly, 
that without the Aﬀeſtance of the Empire it was impoſſible 
for him to act effeQtually againſt France; and he ſa w at the 
fame time, that it would be very difficu t to engage the Princes 
and States of Germany in 2 War, with which they had no 
farther Concern, than as Philip V. King of Spain had taken 
Poſſeſſion of the Duchy of Milan, which was a Fief belong- 
ing to the Empire; and the Dukes of Saver and Mantua de- 
claring againſt the Emperor, whoſe Vaſſals they were. Vet ſo 
great an Intereſt his Imperial Majeſty had, that by degrees he 
engaged all the Circles to enter into the Alliance he had form'd 


with the Maritime Powers, which was brought to bear > 00 
ear 
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a Point uf v Importance at 
be by oe Empares. : 


ire. out of 
is Return 
into of French 
Forc of Flech- 
feed, " This 
Y in Hengery 
and was driven to the 
laſt the Bavarians being on the Frontiers 
of his Dominions on one Side, and the Malecontent Hungari- 
ans making Inroads to the very Gates of Vienna on the other. 
In the aft however of all theſe Difficulties, his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty declared, in the M 
Charles King of Spain, 
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with which View he advanced with the Arm 
into Suabia, and on the 2d of forced 
lenberg,which open into Bavaria. On the 
Bavarians and French, 
ted, or Blenheim ; in which, with 
en, he killd 12000 cf the Enemy, 
with all their Artillery and 
Baggage; after which he drove the French intirely out of Ger- 
many, and return'd with his victorious Army into the Low 
"Ss Countries 
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Countries. The Emperor was no leſs ſucceſsful againſt the 
Hungarian Rlalecontents; fo that, as this was the laſt, it 
might be accounted the moſt glorious Year of his Life. He 
died at Vienna on the 5th of May following, in the 64th 
Year of his Age, and 46th of his Reign. He was thrice mar- 
ried; firſt to Margareta Thereſa, Daughter to Philip IV. 
King of Spain; ſecondly to Claudia, Daughter to the Arch- 
duke Ferdinand his Couſin ; and thirdly to Elkanra, Daugh- 
ter to the Elector Palatine, by whom he left two Sons and 
three Daughters. 

The Emperor Jeſeph who ſuccecded his Father, was in the 
Flower of his Age; being at that Time about "Twenty-five, 
and a Prince of as great Hopes as any in Europe. It was be- 
lieved, that at the very Beginning of his Reign an End might 
have been put to the War, by the Recovery of Lerrain, and 
entering that way into. France; and it was likewiſe propoſed to 
bring about an Accommodation with the Hungarians, The 
former was defeated by Prince Leis of Baden's failing the Duke 
of Marlberaugh, whom he ought to have join'd ; and the latter 
came to nothing thr the Obſtinacy of the Malecontents, 
they might be could never be humbled. 
Beginning of the Year 1706, there happened a kind 

Inſurrection the Peaſants in Bavaria, out of 
meer Lovalty to their Sovercign, at that Time an Exile in 
France; but it was ſuppreſſed, tho not without vaſt Effuſion 


proceeded to put the Electors of Bavaria and 
the Ban of the Empire. The French not only 


relieved Fort Lewis, but alſo recover'd Druſenheim and Hague- 
nan, which they had loft the Year before; and in the laſt- 
| jon'd Place they became 

illery, which drew a Suſpicion upon Prince Lewis of Baden, 


he had left it there for them ; but his Highneſs dying 
afterwards, and the military Affairs of the Empire going 
rather than before, convinced the Worid that he 
had been aſperſed, and the Loſſes under his Command owing 
to Misfortune, and not any Fault in him, 

In 1707, the French, under the Command of Marſhal 
Villars, forced the Imperialiſts in their Lines, and over-ran all 
Sughia and ii temlerg, raiſing moſt dreadful Contributions, 
for which that General was ever famous : And it is very highly 
probable he would have puſh'd ftill farther into the Empire, if 

he 
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ke had not been prevented by the Siege of Teulæn; fo that none 
of the Allies rcap'd fo great Profit from that Expedition as the 
Emperor, who was moſt againſt it. Ihe Neguiiations with 
the Hungarians went on, but to no Purpoſe ; tho” the Mari- 
time Powers offered their Mediation, and laboured all they 
could to have brought about a Peace on equitable Terms. 

In the Beginning of 1708, there happened a Diſpute between 
his Imperial Majefty and the Pope, in which the latter was re- 
duced to ſubmit to ſuch Terms as were preſcrib'd him, and 
amongſt others obliged to acknowledge the Archduke Charles 
in Quality cf King of Spain, and conſequently of Naples, much 
againſt his Inclination. In Flanders the French were beat at 
Oudenard, and loſt Liſie; but the Army of the Empire was able 
1 peror propoſed ſending to that A 

n 1710, the Em ing to rmy 11000 
of his own Troops, and to contribute a large Sum of Money 
towards the Expences of the Campaign; yet theſe Promiſes 
were fo indifferently comply'd with, that the Elector of Har- 
ver, who was to have commanded the Army of the Empire, 
thought fit ta return into his own Dominions. In Hungary 
however, the Rlalecontents were fo effectually beaten, that 
their Chiefs thought fit to retire; and in all Probability an End 
had been put to the Troubles in that Kingdom, if the Emperor 
had not died of a very ſhort Illneſs on the 17th of April 7 l, 
in the 33d Year of his Age, and at the Cloſe of the fixth Year 
of his Reign ; leaving by his Empreſs, who was a Princeſs of 
the Houſe of Hanover, no Male Iſſue, which produced thoſe 
Events which have exerciſed the Politicks of Europe ever ſince. 

Charles VI. the late Emperor's only Brother, and the ſole 
Heir Male of the Houſe of Auſtria, was elecled his Succeſſor in 
the Month of Augr/t the ſame Year, and was crowned in De- 
cember following. By his Return out of Catalania, he loſt all 
Hopes of recovering the Kingdom of Spain; and the Peace of 
Utre.ht, in the following Year, put it out of his Power to 
carry on the War in the Low Countries. On the 22d of May 
1712, he was crown'd King of Hungary at Prefbourg, and be- 
gan to employ all his Thoughts on ſettling the ducceſſion in the 
Houſe of Auftria, in caſe he ſhould die without Iſſue; and in 
_— out Ways and Means for carrying on the War with 

Tale. 

In reſpect to «he former, he declared the eldeſt of his 
Nieces his fole Heireſs ; and in regard to the latter, he march- 
ed a great Body of Forces into the Low Countries ; but was 
ſoon after forced to employ all his Troops in ſecuring the 
Frontiers of the Empire, which were again nn the 

rench ; 


to the 


Vear Prince Eugene, at the Head of the Imperial Ar- 
» | ade ; tothe Relief of which the Turks march'd 
an Army as it was in their Power, under the Command 
Grand Vizier ; which _—_ —_— 
15th of 1717, after an inate Engagement 
y rey he Tt 1 Pieces of Braſs 
Mortars, 52 Colours, and nine Horſe-Tails. On 
17th of the fame Month Belgrade capitulated ; and ſoon after 
the Turi conſented to a Peace, or rather to a Truce, for twenty- 
five Years, which was concluded at Paſſarewitz under the Me- 
diation of the Maritime Powers. 

While this War laſted, King Philtp V. of Spain had attack'd 
the Iſland of Sardinia, which had been left to the Emperor by 
the late Treaty of Peace; and was very near making the Con- 
queſt of the Iſland of Sicily, which had been yielded to the Duke 
of Savoy, with the Title of King. But the great Powers of Eu- 
rope, perceiving that theſe Diſputes would bring on a new ge- 
neral rr 

e Alliance was concluded between the Emperor, 
France, Great Britain and Holland. By which both Sardinia 
and Siciiy were recovered out of the Hands of the Spaniards ; 
and the former given in Exc for the latter, to the Duke of 
Savoy, who has ever fince been ſti 


BE 
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the 


King of Sardinia. In or- 
der to prevent future Debates, and to induce Spain to accede to 
this Treaty, it was agreed that the Iſſue o. his Catholick Ma- 
1 1 V. by his ſecond Queen Elizabeth, Daughter to the 

he 


of Parma, ſhould ſucceed to the Dominions of this Prince, 
if he died without Male Iſſue; which Conceffion has been the 
of all the Troubles that have ſince happened in Europe. 
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Spain was with much Difficulty forced to accept of theſe 
Terms, or rather to ſubmit to them; an his Imperial Majeſty 
was not well fatisfy'd even vnn this, which occaſioned 
the holding in the Year 1724 a Congreſs at Cambray, where 
while France and the Maritime Powers were taking all ima- 
ginable Pains to compriſe theſe Diſputes, and fix the ge- 
neral Tranquility of Europe upon a folid Baſis, the Courts 
of Vienna and Madrid entered into à private Negotiation, 
which terminated ſoon after in two ſeveral Treaties of Alli- 
ance and Commerce between the two Courts, ſo much to the 
Advaniage of the „and fo utteriy inconſiſtent with 
the Intereſt of France and the Maritime Powers, that they 
found themſelves under an abſolute Neceſſity of entering into 
a Treaty for their own Security, which was — Hangs 
and concluded in 1725 at Hanover, and this ſoon changed the 
Face of Affairs again. 

After ſome Hoſtilities between Spain and England, another 
Congreſs was held at Seins, in which Spain demanded and 
obtained from the Hanover Allies, that inſtead of fix thou- 
fand Swiſs Troops, which were to be put into the Duchies 
of Parma, Placentia, and Tuſcany, to ſecure the eventual Suc- 
ceſſion of thoſe Countries to Don Carls, fix thouſand Spa- 
mards ſhould be employed, to which the Emperor refuſed to 
conſent. This in 1729, produced the Treaty of Seville, con- 
cluded by the Hanover Allies with his Catholick Majeſty, 
in order to force the Emperor to ſubmit to the iti 
before mentioned ; but before this could be about, 
the Duke of Pa; ma died, which made a confi Altera- 


thoſe Treaties which had been concluded with his Imperial 


Majefty. However, he took Care to put all Things i 
ſo good a Poſture, in his Italian Dominions, that the Allies 
Seville were able to do nothing by Force. 


There could be no other Method found out to induce 
Imperial Majeſty to give way to the Alteration made in 
Treaty of Londen by that of Seville; exccpt the Promiſe of 
tying the Succeſſion, which he had eſtabliſhed in his 
amily, when he ſaw there was no longer any Probability of 
- 7 Male 1 * This Point was effectually ſecured 
ro of Vienna in 1731, by which the Emperor con- 
ſented to the Introduction of Ban Corks in the Manner that 


had been deſired. But this was ſo far from hindering, chat it 
really brought about a War, which the Emperor flattered him- 
ſelf 
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{elf would not have been at all prejudicial to his Intereft, ſup- 

that his Alliances would have fecured him effectually 
even againſt the whole Power of the Houſe of Bourbon. 

He depended in the North upon the Cxarina. and her placing 
on the Throne of Pelanũ the preſent King Augn/tus III. He 
looked upon the Empire's declaring in his Favour as a Thin 
of Courſe, he depended upon the King of Sardinia, and 
not the leaft Scruple about the Maritime Powers. Yet for all 
this fair Proſpcct, that War had very near coft him all 
his Dominions in Italy. The Empire did indeed aſſiſt him, 
but unwillingly. The Elcttor of Bavaria kept a kind of 
armed Neutrality. The Elector Palatine defired to be excuſed 
from contributing to the War, an Account of what his Domi- 
nions ſuffered by it. In ſhort all the Princes of the Empire 
were as flow as ever ; and ſome of them ſuſpected. The Ki 
of Sardinia entered into the Alliance againſt him. The Dut 
took care of themfclves, by a Neutrality, which made it unfit 
and unreaſonable for Great Britain to ge in the War; 
but after a grrat deal of Blood fpilt, IF he ab total 
Ruin of the Countries contended for, the War was conciud- 
ed in 1735, by a Peace as favourable for the Emperor as he 
could well expect. 

He loft indeed the Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, which 
were given to Don Carlos, and the Duke of Larrain made an 
abſolute Ceſũñon of his Country to France, but then the Em- 
peror had Parma and Placentia in Exchange; the Duke of 
Lorrain had Tuſcany; which by his Marriage with the Arch- 
ducheſs, was to become of the kereditary Dominions of 
the Houſe of Aria. Auguft:rs III. was left in the peaceable 
Poſlefiion of the Kingdom of Poland, and France guaranty'd 
the Pragmatick Sanction. As ſoon as this War was over, the Em- 
peror moſt unaccountably engaged in another with the Turks, 
in Conjunction with the Czarina, tho' he had no Quarrel 
with them of his own ; in which he was very unfortunate ; 
and at laſt, by the Interpoſition of France, made an indifferent 
* at the Expence of Belgrade, which was given up to the 

ls. 

He faw, when it was too late, the Error he had committed, 
and the Conſequenecs that would attend it, againft which he 
endeavoured to provide in the beſt Manner could; and 
the War which broke out between Great Britain and Spain, 
might poſſibly have given him an Opportunity of doing it 
effectually, if in the Midſt of the Political Meatures he was 
taking for that Purpole, he had not been unn 
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after a few Days Illneſs, on the 20th of O2:ler 1740, leavi 
behind him only two Daughters; une married to the Duke at 
Lorrain, then filed Grand Duke of Tiſary; the other in- 
tended tor his Brother Prince Charles, whom ſhe afterwards 
eſpouſed, tho? ſhe did not long ſurvive. 

The late Emperor Charles VI. Father to her preſent Im- 
— Rlajeſty, having had Time ſufficient to contider the 

listortunes that might ariſe from hi: Want of Iftue Male, 
in Caie the Succethon in his Fami'y was not effe-tually ſet- 
tied before his Deceaſe, reſolved according to the Cuſtum of 
his Anceitors, to publiſh a Pragmatic Sandi ian, cr perpetual 
Edict for that Purpoſe, which was accordingly done in 1713; 
and aftcrwards proclaimed with great Solemnity at Vienna, 
in the Month of December 1724; and on the 15th of May 1725, 
at Bruſſeli, that is, in the Capitals of his hereditary Countries. 

By this Prarmatick Sanctiun all the Dominions of the 
Houſe of Auſtria were entail'd on the eldeſt Daughter of his Im- 
perial Majetty, the Archducheſs, now the reigning Empreſs 
Alaria Thereſa, and afterwards on her Iffue ; next, to her Sifter ; 
and then to the Nieces of his Imperial Majeſty ; with due Pre- 
ference to the Heirs Male. The fole Deſign of this Settlement 
being to preſerve the Poſſaſſians of the Houſe of a entire, 
this Succethon was accepted and confirmed in hi 
Majeſty's Dominions. But as the Emperor very eaſily dif- 
cerned this Affair of the Succeſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria 
regarded not only his own Subjects, but all the Princes of 
the Empire, and indeed all the Princes and States of Europe; 
he conſcquently judged that it would be neceſſary to obtain 
their Content likewiſe, by Way of Guaranty of the Pragmatick 
Sanction before mentioned. 

It was with this View, that he took the Advantage of 
favourable Conjuncture that offered, to carry this Point wi 
his reſpective Allies; and was fo fortunate to obtain, at dif- 
terent Limes, all that he propoſed to himſelf from the great 
Powers of Europe, viz. From Ruſſia, Sweden, and Denmark, 
dy particular Treaties : From Spain, by the famous Treaty of 
Vienna, in Conſequence of the cloſe Alliance then ſubſiſting be- 
tween the two Courts: From Great Britain and Halland in 
1731, in Conſequence of the Emperor's confenting to the 
Regulations ftipulated by the Treaty of Seville : From the 
States of the Empire aſſembled in the Diet of Ratisbon, in the 
ſume Year: And from France, on the Concluſion of the Peace 
which followed the War in /taly. 

As we have alrcady ſpoken particularly of each cf theſe 
Periods, it is net neceſſary that we ſhould enter more largely 

| into 


190 
into them at preſent; but it may not be amiſs to obſerve, 
that throughout this whole I ranſaction there was not ſo much 
as a fingle Step taken but what was perfectly regular, as well 
as ſtrictly agrecable to Juſtice and Equity, 

The Emperor, as the laſt Heir Maie of the Houſe of Auftria, 
was bound in ſuftice to himſelf, his Family, and his Subjects, 
to the Succeſſion to his Dominions in his Life-time, 
he did in the fame Manner as his Predeceſſors had 


the, Safety of the Germanick 
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to the conftant Maxims of the Houſe of Au- 
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abſolutely in the Affections of her Subjects, than over their 
Perions. Her Government was juſt, prudent, and gentle; 
her Behaviour firm, equal, and conftant ; but the of 
her Subjects was boundleſs. She defired a reaſonable Supply 
for the Neceſlitics of her Adminiſtration, and they made her 
a ready Tender of their Lives and Fortunes. Leaving it to 
the W iſdom cf their Sovereign to ſettle as her Occaſions re- 
mn Inſtances ſhe might expect of the Sincerity of 

ir Offers ; and they complied with her Demands, when 
known, with thiat Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, which ſhewed how 
much they were in earneſt, when they made thoſe warm Pro- 
feflions of Duty. 
. cauſed all her Troops to N pee any 

ec appeared for employing them, and it was to 
12 that EA Preſervation of her Do- 
minions; for it became quickly evident, that the Enemies 
of the Houſe of Auftria were reſolved not to let flip this 
Occafion of leſſening the Authority of that Family, and di- 
ing the Peace of Germany. "The ſingle Error committed 
at this Time, was neglecting to compriſe the Diſputes with 
Pruffia, tor if this would not have extinguiſhed the Rancour 
of other Powers, it would very probably have hindered its Ir- 
ruption. 


Emperor Ferdinand I. made in the 
Year 1543; and of a Codicil added to that Will, dated the 
4th of February 1547, in favour of his eldeſt Daughter Aun, 
married to Albert of Bavaria. This Will was in the Nature 
of a Pragmatick Sanction; and not only the Spirit of that 
Inftrument was clearly in Favour of the Queen of Hungary 
and Bohemia, but the very Letter of it gave her a prior Right 
to the Elector of Bavaria, if the Exprethons therein were fo 
to be underſtood, as to make the Will and Codicil conſiſtent 
with each other, and with the plain Intention of the Emperor 
to preſerve the Dominions of his Family entire, for the Sake 
of its Safety, Benefit, and Grandeur. 

At firſt it looked, as if the Elector of Bavaria alone 
meant to conteſt the Queen's Title, under the Pragmatick 
Sanction ; but it very foon „ that he was not with- 
out Hopes of being ſupported by other Powers. While this 
Diſpute was confined only to Paper, the King of Pruſſia 
attacked Sileſia in the Manner before mentioned, purely, as he 
gave out, to ſecure to himſclf what ads. ahem ade 
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This Incident produced the War not long fince ended; for the 
Queen of Hungary and Bohemia reſolving to defend her Terri- 
tories, and lobking upon this as an infraciion of the Pragma- 
tick Sanction, demanded on that Account, and in Virtue of 
their Cruaranty, the Aﬀiltatice of her Allies. 

By this Requiſition of Succours, an Opportunity was given 
for the French to inter fers; who hd italways in their Intention 
to ſupport the Claim of the Elector ot Zavuria, theo” they 
were perplexed about the Manner of declaring it. His Pruf- 
fan Mijetty fecing hunſelf expoſed to the Danger of Icfing not 
only what he had acquired by his ſudden Irruption into Szefta, 
but much mere, if Fame jpears Uruth, refolved at latt to 
take that Step which bithert, he had declined ; and on the 
ſeventeenth ot Auguft 1741, concluded with France a l reaty, 
to which the Electur of Bavaria, and the King of Poland, 
Elector of Saxony, acceded. By which, it is ſaid, the follow- 
ing Agreemert was made: big. That the Kingdom of Bobe- 
mia, with Upfer Auſtria and Tiral, ſhould be given to the 
Elector of Bavaria; Upper Sila and Moravia to the Elector 
- of Saxazy and Lower Sileſia, with the Town and Territory 
. and the City and County of Glatz, to the King of 

22 

Fe icon as this Alliance was made, the French began to be 
in motion; and his Brizannick M. jeſty, in Quality of Elector 
of Hanover, having augmented his Forces, and ſhewn his 
Willingneſs to affilt the Queen of Hungary, as he was bound 
by Treaty to do, tho' ſhe was then attacked only by the King 
of Prufſ:a : The firlt Step that was taken by the new Allies, 
was to put this out of his Power; in order to which, the 
French marched a great Army into Meſiphalia on one vide of 
the Electorate; and at the fame Time his Pruffan Majeſty 
aſſembled a numerous Body of Troops upon the Frontiers of 
that Elcctorate on the other; which produced what it was in- 
tended to produce, and which indeed it was impoſſible at that 
- Seaſon it could fail of producing, a Treaty of Neutrality for 
that Electorate for a ſmall Time only. 

Things at this Juncture locked as if the Allies muſt ne- 
ceſſatily have carried all before them; for the French, beſides 
their Army in ii phalia, ſent another to the Aſhſtance of the 
Flector of Bavaria, which enabled him to march directly 
into Auſtria, at the ſame Time that the Prufft .ns and Saxons 
were in the Ficld ready to execute what they had undertaken, 
and thereby ſecure the Shares that had been allotted them out 
of the Spoils of the Houſe of Aujtria. Her Majeſty, the 
cen of Hungary, 2 found it requilite to 

; retire 
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retire into that Kingdom from FViewma, in Sight of which her 
Enemies were now arrived; but in the midft of this Diſtreſs, 
than which no Princeſs had felt a greater, ſhe preſerved het 
Prudence and Firmneſs of lind, rely ing always on the Protection 
of the Almighty, and the Loyalty ot her Subjects, Refuurces 
on which ali good Princes may well depend. 

The Application of the Allies to their Mi. ary 
did not hinder them from attending to another Point of equal 

nce, which was the Election of an Emperor. The 
Queen of Hungary and her Allies intended to have ſet up the 
Grand Duke of Tuſcany, as a Candidate for that ſupreme Dig- 
nity z but it very quickly appeared that this would have been at 
that Conjuncture to little or no Purpoſe. 

The fiaftical Electors were inclined to the Duke of Ba- 
varia, one of them (viz. the Elector of Calagne) being his 
Brother; the King ot Pruſſia as Elector of Brandenburgh, had 
engaged by Treaty to give him his Vote; the King of Poland 
as of Saxony, was under the like Obligation; the Elec- 
tor Palatine had entered early into theſe Meaſures ;* and his 
Britannick Majeſty as Eleftor of Hanover, was oblig'd to act in 
the lame Manner, by the Neutrality which he had concluded, 
for the Reaſons before mentioned. | 
Thus the Election was ſecure : but the Allies not contented 
with this, were reſolved that it ſhould be likewiſe unanimous ; 
and in order thereto, they ſuſpended the Vote of Bohemia, 
which tho” prejudicial to the Queen of Hungary's Intereſt, was 
a tacit Acknowlc of her Right; ice otherwiſe the 
E'eftor of Bavaria, now ftiled King of Bohemia, might as 
well have voted for himſelf by that Title. This Scheme be- 
ing well laid, was attended with all imaginable Succeſs ; for 
upon the 24th of January 1742, the Elector of Bavaria was 

Emperor at Frankfort, and crowned there on the 13th 
of February following, by the Name of Charles VII, to the 
general Satisfaction of the Princes and States of Germany. 

The Joy of the Allies on this Occaſion was very great, but 
it was ſoon leſlened by the News of the Capitulation of Lintz, 
where 10,000 French and Bavarians had been ſurrounded by 
the glorious Count Keverhuller. T bis was followed by a long 
Train of Succeſſes in Bavaria, by which the Face of Affairs 
was very ſoon cnanged, and the Queen return'd in Triumph 
to Vienna. In the Month of May the ſame Year, was fought 
the famous Battle of Czeflaty, b=tween the Auſtriuns and Pruſ- 
fans, which about three Weeks after produced the Peace of 
Breſlaw, between the fame Powers. 1 


1195 
ived ſeveral 


Saxons, from whom, however, z contrary 
to all the Rules of Pulicy and War, ſhut themſelves up in 
Prague ; from whence they afterwards made an 
under the Command of Marſhal Beileifle, with about one fourth 
Part of the Forces they had br into Bohemia. A Circum- 
ſtance that in all Piobability will deter them From venturing, 
at leaſt in our Times, to a:t. mpt the carrying into Execution 
Schemes of fuch vaſt Extent as theſe, which are always liable 
to Diſappointments ; and in which Diſappoinments are not 
barcly fatal but irreparable. 

The ſucceeding Year, viz. 1743, was no leſs glorious to 
the Queen of gary and her lies. The Span rat had 
invaded the Auſtrian Dominions in Italy, his Catholick Ma- 
jeity Philip V. claiming the whole Succeſſion of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, without ſo much as any plauſible Pretence, and in 
direct Breach of the (ſeveral Treaties concluded by himſelf with 
the late Emperor Charles V. at Vienna, as well as his ſolemn 
Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanction. 

But the Queen ot Hungary, with the Aſſiſtance of her un- 
alterable Ally, the King of Sardinia, defeated all the A 
of the Duke De Mentemar, one of the greateſt and moſt for- 
tunate Generals (before this Time) in the Spantfh Service; and 
after he was recalled, the Field- Marſhal Count Traun defeated, or 
at leaft repulſed, his Succeſſor, the Count De Gages, an excellent 
Officer likewiſe, at C:;z-po Santo. Prince Charles of Lorrain, in 
the latter End of April beat the Imperialiſts and French at Braun. ; 
and on the 16th of June, his Britannck Majeſty gained the fa- 
mous Battle of Dettingen, which forced the French to think in 
earneſt of abandonning their mi.itary Operations in Germany. 

In 1744. the French and Spaniards were worſted in Italy, and 
Prince Lobicwitz drove the Latter into the Kingdom of 
and block'd up his Sicilian Majcſty, the Count De Gages, and 
all their Forces, in Veletri. Prince Charles of Lorrain 
the Rhine, and drove the French before him into Aſace, till re- 
called by a new [rruption of the Pruſſians into the Ki of 
Bohemia, from whence upon his Return he ſoon expell'd them 
with very great Loſs on their Side. 

Pruffian Ma- 


Ia 1743 a new Treaty was made with his 
jeſty ; and the Emperor Charles VII. dying of a broken Heart, 
the Quecn cf Hungary and Beben compromiſed all Diffe- 
rences with th: young Elector of Bavaria, his Son and Suc- 
celtor, by the Treaty of Fueſſen; and on the th ot em- 
ber, hes Conſort Francis W 

2 Was 
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was elected Emperor at Fran fert, and crowned on the 4th of 
October following. 

In the P. greſs of this glorious War, Afunich the Capital of 

Baveria was thrice taken by the Auſtriume ; the City of Prague, 
the ' 'apital of Bohemua, twice t covered om the Enemy, the 
French entirely driven out of Germa y, and this Year out of 
Itily ; the Arftrians and Piedmontiſe penetrated likewiſe into 
Provence ; ſo that the Seat of ar wis removed from tie G tes 
of Vienna anc Turin, into the mott iruitf. I P ovinces of France; 
and the Republick of Genoa, that took part wit: the Encmy, 
was now reduced to ie abſolutely at the Mercy of the Empr« fs 
Queen, who was alſo Miſtreſs of the Dominions of the Duke of 
Madena, and had it in her Power to conquer thoſe of the King 
of the T wo Sicilies whenever ſhe pleated. A Change fo ſurpriz- 
ing that it was altogether unfo:eſcen. 
But as nothing is more uncertain than the Events of War, 
in the Year 1747 Affairs begun to run retrograde in Ita y, and 
the Succefles uf the common Enem , which had a ready rend: red 
them Mafters of a great Part of the Aurian Low Conn ries, 
ſtill continued, notwithſtanding . Il the Meaſures that were taken 
to prevent thein. The Revolt of the City ©t Genoa in the pre- 
ceding Winter, was the principal Caulc of all the listortunes 
that happened on that Side. 

At fir it this was aſcribed entirely to the Madneſs of the Popu- 
lace, the Nobility and the Republick pretei divg to adhere to the 
Capitulation they had made with the Marquis de Botta; but 
when they were powertully ſupported dy the French, who upon 
this Occafion exerted them ſelves with all the Vigour imaginable, 
and at length ſent the Duke de Bonis to command their 
Forces in that City, it was n+ longer neceffary to retain the 
Maſk ; and therefore the CGenz: fr, without either Scruple or 
Ceremony, refumcd their ormer dentiments, and not only 
acted offenſively againſt the In peridiſt, but attacked them 
whenever Occaſion offered, with inexpreflible Fury. 

It was to this Situ..tion of Thipg> chat the Ditappointment in 
Prevence was chiefly ov ing. for tho Ceneral Count Brown main- 
tained himſelf in that Country all the Winter, yet it was not 
without Difficulty ; and tho” the very important Fortreſs of Sa- 
dona ſurrendered to the King of Sardinia, and by affording him 
a ſafe Port and a ſtrong Flace, enabled that Prince to fend fre- 
quent Supplies to his own and the Imperial Troops that had en- 
tered France, and notwithſtanding the Iſlands upon the Coaſt 
were reduced, yet Count B wn found it impracticable to ex- 
tend his Conqueſts, or even to reduce Antiles for want of a 
proper Train of Artillery, and a neceſſa:y Quantity of Military 
dtotes, before the French were in a Condition to act —— 

Mar 
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Marſhal Be/l:;//e who commanded their Forces on that Side, 
bchaved with all the Military Skill and Caution and 
did not attempt any thing of Conſequence, till he had acquired 
ſuch a Superiority of Force, as rendered it utterly impoſſible for 
Count Brown to think of venturing an Engagement, in which, 
if he had had the worſt, it would not only have been deciſive, 
with reſpect to the Army he commanded, muſt have ruined 
the Affaits of Italy entirely. He therefore very wiſely choſe to 
make a timely and prudent Retreat, and having raifed the Siege 
of Antibes, repaſſed the Var in the Sight of a much ſuperior 
Army, without any Loſs either of Troops or Credit. 

In the mean time the Imperial Army in Italy under the Com- 
mand of Count Schalemberg, formed the Siege of Genoa, in 
which he was greatly aſſiſted by the Engiih Fleet, which had 
alſo contributed as tar as could be expected to the Support of 
Count Brawn, while he remained in Provence. But the Ge- 
nee, prompted by Neceffity and Deſpair, and at the fame Time 
thoroughly ſupported by France, who will be always folicitous 
for the Safety of her Allies, when upou that alone her own Se- 
curity depends, defended themſclves fo obſtinately, that when 
Marthal Belleiſſe paſſed the Yar, and advanced again into the 
County of Nice, the [mpertalifts found themſelves obliged to 
. retire, that they might provide againſt that double Invaſion 

which the Enemy me ditated, and « hich, as ſhall be elſewhere 
ſhewn, was happily defeated. 

The Campaign this Year in the Low Countries, tho“ it pro- 
miſcd fair at the Beginning, and ſome plauſible Hopes there were 
that Antwerp would have been recovered, was notwithitanding 
very unfortunate in its Concluſion. The French King in Per- 
ſon commanded his Army, and under him thoſe two great Of- 
fic:rs who owed th-ir Fame and Fortune to that War, and to 
the Manner in which they conducted it, having the Addreſs to 
procure by the King's Preſence ſuch an extraordinary Atten- 
tion to all their Demands, as ſeldom fails to render any Army 
victorious. 

They had already ruined the Bariier, and not only taken but 
d-ſtroyed thoſe important Fortreſles which had been contidered 
as the Bulwark of the Imperial and Dutch Territories, and in 
that Light were likewiſe held of the higheſt Conſequence to 
Great Britain. They now fell direly upon the Dutch Ler- 
ritorics, and having gained an Advantage overs the Allies in the 
Battle of Maeſtricht, tormed the Siege of Bergen-op- Zoom, and 
with a prodigious E.xpence of Men, as well as by improving 
the fatal Miſtakes in the Conduct of the Dutch Officers, made 

03 them- 
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themſelves Maſters of that ſtrong Place, and gave ſuch a Turn 
to :\fFairs on that Side, as made a Peace very deſirable. 

There had been a Negotiation for that Purpoſe at Breda, in 
which however it did not appear that the Houſe of Bourbon was 
much in earneſt. But notwithſtanding this, towards the Cloſe 
of this Year, the Courts of Ferſailles and Madrid ſeemed to 
change their Sentiments, and finding all their Efforts for divid- 
ing ihe Allies, and making a ſeparate Peace ineffectual, they be- 
gan to think in Reality of reſtoring the gereral Tranquility, 
which was now become to the full as requiſite for them, as for 
thoſe whom they had forced into a bl and expenſive War, 
in ſupport of publick Faith and the Liborties of Europe 

Before theſe pacifick Meaſures could be put into a regular 
Train, it was requiſite to provide for the Continuance of the 

Wir, in ſuch a Manner, as that the Houſe of Bourbon might 
perceive, that the Houſe of Auſtria and her Allies were in a Con- 
dition to inſiſt reaſonable Terms, and to expect that this 
ruinous and expenſive War ſhould not end in a precarious and ill- 
concerted Pacification. At leaft this, which would have been a 
very right and prudent Meaſure, was very ſtrongly given out, and 
many Engagements mentioned as entered into fur this falu 
Purpoſe, neither is it impoſſible thattheſe Suggeſtions were of Uſe. 

With this View a Convention was actually figned for aſſem- 
bling a formidable Army inthe Low Countries, which might pro- 
cure i une for a Body of \ Auxiliaries to make the long 
March nec fTiry before they could arrive at the Scene of Action, 
and afford thereby a moral Certainty of putting a Stop to the 
French Conquetts, or even giving a new Turn :o Affairs on the 
Side where they had hitherto gone worſt, and where any Turn 
once given mult have thrown the Concerns of the Houſe of 
Bourbon into the greateſt Confuſion. But notwithſtanding this 
Conveniion, the French knew how t profit by their immediate 
Superiority, and taking the Field carlicr than could be expected, 
by a lucky Temetity inveſted the Fortreſs of Maeftricht before 
the Allies were in a Condition to offer them Battle. 

Affairs in Italy however were more upon an Equality, and 
thu” the Duke de Richlieu commanded the S uccouts of the Houſe 
of Bourbon in the Room of the Duke of Fonfflers, which were 
very conſiderably reinforced, yet the Imperial Generals in Italy 
th:..tencd the Dominions of Genea with another Invaſion, and 
that Capital with a freſh Siege. It is true that Marſha! Bll:iffe 
on one Side made ſuch Diſpofitions in the County of Nice, as 
ſeemed to foretel a freſh Irruption into the Sardinian Territo- 
Tries ; and on the other, the Motions of his Siciliun Miajeſty““ 
Troops on bis Frontiers looked as it he ws inclined to aſſiſt the 
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Genoeſe ; but then his Sardinian Majeſty was in aCondition to 
ſtop the Progreſs of the French, and there were juſt Reaſons to 
believe that the King of the Tws Sicilies would hardly commit 
another Breach of that Neutrality, which had been obtained for 
his Dominions by the Intereſt of his Poliſb Majeſty. 
The Negotiations for the general Peace, agreeable to what has 


been before intimated, were opened as early as the Campai 

at Aix-la-Chapelle ; and tho” the Houſe of Bourbon and its Allies 
had not acknowledged the Empcror in that Quality, and for this 
Reaſon oppoſed the admitting an Imperial Miniſter at Breda ; 
yet now that Scruple was no longer inſiſted upon, and the Count 
de Kaunitz Rittherg in Quality of Miniſter Plenipotentiary from 
her Imperial Majcſty, aſſiſted at this Congreſs ; to which the 
Earl of Sandwich was ſent on the Part of the King of Great 
Britain, the Count de Chavannes for the King of Sardinia, and 
Count Bentinck, with four other Plenipotentiarics, from the 
States; his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty entrufted the Care of his In- 
tereits with the Count de St. Severin d' Arragon ; the Plenipoten- 
tiary of his Catholick Majeſty was Don Faques de Soto Major; 
and the Duke of Modena and the Republick of Genoa ſent their 
Plenipotentiaries alfo. 

Things went very leifurely there at firſt, but the Siege of 
Maeſtricht being puſhed in a very extraordinary Manner by Mar- 
ſhal Saxe, who is faid to have flattered himſelf with the Hopes of 
over-running Holland before the Ruſſians (notwithſtanding the 
boaſted Expedition of thæir March) could join the Allies ; quick- 
enced th: Pace of the Plcnipotentiarics, and that to ſuch a Degree 
as to produce the Plan ot a general Peace under the Title of 
Preliminaries, which were ſigned very unexpectedly April the 
zoth 1748, N. S. by the Plenipotentiaties of France, Great Bri- 
tain, and Halland, to which their reſpective Allies thought pro- 
per ſoon after to accede. 

There were indeed ſome Exceptions taken at the Manner in 
which this great Affair was concluded, as well as to the Matter 
of the Preliminaries; but upon the whole, as the Neceſſity of 
this Meaſure at that Juncture excuſed the former, fo the Ad- 
vantages that were expected from the reſtoring publick Tran- 
quility, were in the End judged a ſufficient Equivalent for the 
latter; and therefore the Negotiations of Peace proceeded, and 
a Ceflution immediately took place in the Law Countries, as 
the March of the Rafftan Auxiliaries, who by this Time had 
reached the Frontiers of the Empire, was on the fame Account 
likewiſe ſuſpended. 

In tach, by the Dilatorineſs of the Geneeſe, ariſing from 
ſome Cauſe hitherto concealed, the Operations of the War ftill 
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went on, till that Republick found ſufficient Reafon to 
her Lnguid Manner of acting, and to claim the Br nefit of thoſe 
Prehmiiatics which the ſeemed to accept with ReluQtancy ; in 
this Situation T hings continued for about five Months, not- 
withitanding ſome Impatience expreſſed by the Publick, for the 
Delay of a Bl-fling which they expected with fo much Ardour. 
Yet if we conſider how many Difhculties there were to get over, 
what a Variety of Intereſts to reconcile, and how hard it muſt 
have been to make the particular Schemes of certain Courts 
bend and give way to a general Sy ſtein calculated tour the com- 
mon Advantage, we fh:1| rather wonder at thei Expedition than 
entertain a Doubt that any Time was loſt. The Defeuſive 
Treaty was ſigned Cober 18th 1748, and was concluded in 
the ſame Manner with the Pielminarics, that is to ſay, France, 
Great Britain, and Hund, as being now moſt intereſted, were 
the only contracting Pai ties, and the reſt of the Powers at War 
acceded thereto. 

This Method proved very agreeable to the Sentiments of the 
Court of Vienna, where, notwithſtanding all that had been ſuf- 
fered by the War, and all the Eviis that were to be feared from 
the Continuance of it, the Sucrihces to be made by this Peace 
made it reliſli but indifferently, It was particularly thought hard, 
that as the Peace itſelf was to be purchafed by an Eſtabliſiment 
for the Royal Infant Don Philip, at the Expence of the Em- 
preſs Queen, ſhe ſhould alſo be obliged to adhere to thoſe Ceſſi- 
ons that were made by the Treaty of arms purely to avoid 
this Neceſſity, and to prevent the giving any ſuch Equivalent. 
But tho' at fi ſt Sight, and more eſpecially upon the View of a 
curtain Peper made publick upon this Occation, there ſeems to 
be great Force and Weight in this Obj-Etiun ; yet, when tho- 
roughly weighed and candidly confidered, it will not pe: haps to 
impartial Judges appear ſo coucluſive as to induce an Opinion, 
that her Imperial Majeſty departed in the leaſt either from her 

ignity or her true Intereſt in complying with it. 


* 


or as to the Eitabliſhment, the real Expediency of granting 
it was altoge: her independent of the Treaty orm, to far as 
arded his Sardinian MI. jeſty, to whom certain Ceſſions were 
made by that TI reaty, and who was to fuff-1 by this as well as her 
Imperial Mzjeſty ; on the other Side, Eis Sur.mman Majcity bav- 
ing complicd with his Stipulatiors in that Treaty, and by this 
Means contributed to the great Succeſſes in [taly, had from 
thence a very clear Title to the Advantages derived to him 
from that | rcaty, more eſpecially when it is cunſidered how 
dreply his Dominions had ſutre: ed during the Courſe of the 
War, into which he had entered merely from a Principle of 
puulick Spirit, and out of which he might at any Time have 
cuil 
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extricated himſelf with equal, not to ſay greater Advantages, 
than he was to reap by this Definitive Treaty. 
But having now deduced Things as low as can be ex- 
ed in this Chapter, we ſhall conclude it by taking a ſhort 
iew of the Alterations made by this Definitive Treaty, in 
reſpect to the Poſſeſſions of the Emprefs Queen, and the Ad- 
vantages in conſideration of which thoſe Alterations were ad- 
mitted ; for this being done, we ſhall have a diſtinct Idea of 
the preſent State of tie Houſe of Auſtria, with Reſpect to its 
Power and Influence, and be from thence in a better Condition 
to judge of its true Intereſts in Time to come. In the fiſt 
Place then we are to obſerve, that by the twenty-ſecond Ar- 
ticle of the Definitive Treaty, the Duchy of Si e and the 
County of Glatiz are guarantyed to his Prufſtan Majeſty by 
all the contracting Parties; which however is not to be 
conſidered as an original Conceſſion by this Freaty, but as 
a Confirmation of what had been yielded to him by her Im- 
rial Majeſty in former Treaties, and more eſpecially by that 
_ — Y y by 

By the thirteenth Article, her Imperial Majeſty ſtipulated to 
reſtore to his Serene Highneſs the Duke of Ladens, the Fiefs 
he poſſeſſed in the Kingdom of Hungary; which was alſo no 
new Conceſſiun, but a bare Reftitution of what her Imperial 
M.jeſty had ſcized, upon that Prince's entering into a War 
againſt her. By the twelfth Article, her Majeſty confirmed to 
the King of Sardinia the Ceſſions formerly made him, as well 
as thoſe granted by the Treaty of Forms in the Year 1743; 
and this likewiſc was no new Conceſſion by the Definitive 
Treaty, but a Confirmation of what was yielded before. 

In the thirteenth and fourteenth Articles, her Imperial 
Majeſty conſented to rettore the Duchy of Modena, and all its 
D pendencies, to the Duke its lawful Sovereign ; and undertook 
to give the ſame Prince Satisfaction for his Rights to certain al- 
lodial Eſtates in the Duchy of Gua/talla ; and all theſe except 
the laſt, which was a Puint of Equity, ate barely Reſtitutions, 
as is alſo what is farther flipulated in the fame Articles with 
reſpect to the Republick of Genza. 

But in the ſcventh Article, her Imperial Majeſty makes an en- 
tire Ceſſion of the Duchies of Parma, Placentia, and Guaffalla, 
to the Infant Dun Philip, to be held by him and the Heirs Male 
of his Body born in Marriage, till ſuch Time as he or his De- 
ſcendants thall obtain the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of the Two 
Sicilies, or of Spain, when thoſe Duchics are to revert to their 
former Poſſeſſots, and conſequently except what was for 
granted to his Sardinian Majeſty, to the Empreſs Queen or to 

her 
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her Deſcendents. This is the great, one may ſay the only Con- 
ceſton, that for the Sake of Peace and the Reititution of the great 
Towns, ftrong Fortreſſes, and large Diſtricts that had been taken 
from her in the Leu Countries, ber Imperial Majeſty has made. 

How far theſe Ceffions infringe the Settlement of the Auſtrian 
Territories by the Pragmatick Sanction, and in what Degree 
the Loſs of them affects the Power of the Houſe of Auftria in 
Italy, will be ſhewn in another Place; let us obſerve at preſent, 
that theſe Ceſſions are but temporary, and that the ſame Gua- 
rantees which ſecure the Eſtabliſhment of the Royal Infant Don 
Philip, ſecure likewiſe the Reverſion of this Eſtabliſhment to 
the Empreſs Queen, or to her Heirs ; we may likewiſe venture 
to aſſert, without pretending to the Gift of Prophecy, that the 
recovering the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Countries will be then effect- 
ed without involving Europe ina new War. 

As to the Advantages which ariſe to her Imperia! Mijcfſty 
and her Auguſt Houſe, from the Definitive Treaty of Aia-la- 
Chapelle, we are fiſt tor: ckon the Acknowledgment cf his I:1- 
tal Majeſty in that Quality, tho” ſtrictly ſpcaking this was an 
ffect of the Preliminarics ; we may next give place to the fe- 
cond Article, by which the Treaties of Meipbalia, Nimeguen, 
Ryſwick, Utrecht, Baden, the Quadruple Alliance, and the Treaty 
of Vienna, are renewed. By the fixth Article it is ftipulated, 
that all the Conqueſts made by the French in Flanders ſhould be 
reſtored; and by the twenty-firft Article, the Pragmatick Sanc- 
tion made by the late Emperor Charles VI. April 19th 1 $19 is 
again moſt ſolemnly guarantyed by all the contracting Parties, 
except in the Alterations made by the Definitive Treaty itſelt. 

On the whole therefore it appears, that conſidering the high 
Demands made at the breaking out of the War, the formidable 
Alliance by which thoſe extraordinary Demands were ſupport- 
ed, and the Backwadueſs ſheun by ſeveral Powers (excluſive 
of thoſe ho actually attacked the Queen of Hungary) to main- 
tain their Guaranties of the Pragmatick Sanction, that the 
Power of the moſt Auguſt Houſe o Auſtria has not ſuffered any 
 confiderable Diminution; and if we reflect upon procuring 
the Imperial Crown for the Grand Duke of Tu/cary, and the 
conciliating the Aﬀections of the Hungarian Nation, we ſhall 
run no Hazard of being teſuted if we ailert, that its Luſtre and 
Cre-/it were rather augmen ted than diminiſhed ; and how cav a- 
lierly ſocver this Remark when firſt made wa. treated, the Con- 
ſcquences have ſince made t e I ruth of it very evidently appear. 

It will paſs with forme for a high Piece of Imprudence to 
add any thing farther upon this Subject; but as the proſeſſed 
Deſign of this Worx is to ſhew, that human Prudence alone 
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within the Compaſs of the preſent Age, 
become more firmly rooted, than ever it 
our Times; and will 74 have a ſtronger Influence, 
as it muſt always retain the ſame} Intereſt in ſupporting the Bal- 


lance of Power in Europe, upon which its Fame and Authority 
and, what is fill more, its Safety, will always depend. In fay- 
ing this, we oblige ourſelves to aſſign the Reaſons of this Opi- 


nion; for in political Treatiſes nothing is to be 
from Motives that muſt be concealed : Such as predict 
from their Knowledge of what was formerly ſtiled 
Philoſophy, claimed a Privilege of this Sort ; but no 
old cone boned in by any one who either is, or believes hi 
ſelf to be a Politician. 

There ate then three Cauſes that have led us to this Aſſertion; 
we will firſt ſtate them freely and fairly, and then 
Reader to approve or cenſure Sara as he ids 
firſt Place, it is highly likely that the Guaranties i 
the Definitive Treaty will be punctually perf 
for many Reaſons ; let us only mention a few : 

Faith in that reſpect was attended wi 

uences in the laſt War, that it will teach i 
all Courts and Countries, to diſcern that nothing great or good 
can flow from ſuch a Conduct. The Parties are reciprocally 
intereſted, and any Chicanery upon one Poiat of the Guaranty 
would afford a Precedent fatal to the whole; and the 
there may be Courts not over tender of the Concerns of 
Neighbours, they will nevertheleſs be unwilling to take 
Meaſures as in their Conſequences may be dangerous to 
own. It is not improbable that certain Powers, whoſe Good- 
will in the Performance of their Stipulations there is moſt Rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect, may have the firſt Occafion to recur to the 
ral Guaranty in this Treaty, for their own Security. More 
might be advanced upon this Subject, but, to the Intelligent, 
what has been already faid will certainly be ſufficient. 

The ſecond Cauſe is this, That their Imperial Majeſties have 
a numerous Iſſue, and as theſe Princes and Princefles grow up, 
they will certainly contract Alliances by Marriages, that can- 
not but ſtrengthen the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria exceed- 
ingly ; and this is ſo fair a Proſpect, that whoever conſiders it 
attentively, and compares it with the different View in which 
that Auguſt Houſe was conſidered from the Beginning of the 
preſent Century, as well as with the Light in which another 
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Houſe at preſent ftands ; whoever, I ſay, coolly and attentivcly 
contemplates this, cannot fail of perceiving, that we have not 
gueſſed at random. 

The third Cauſe is, the Diſcovery, that this laſt War has 
made of the real and inherent Strength derived to this illuſtri- 
ous Family from its hereditary Dominions, and the new I urn 
that this has given to the Politicks of the Court of Vienna, 
ger regarding the antiquated Maxims of thoſe 
would make the Cuſtoms of former whether rea- 
not, the Laws of the preſent, it is now thought 
Men in the Cabinet for their Abilities, for 
y Virtues in the Field, and for their eminent Inte- 

Benches of Juſtice, where the Piety of their Impe- 
jeſties heightens the Luſtre of their ſecular Stations, 
where their own Examples, in Point of Virtue, Vigilance, 
lemency, merit the univerſal Approbation and Applauſe 
ir Subjects, ſeem to have attracted the Blefling of 

their Counſels, and that in a Degree very conſpi- 
People of this Age, who all their 
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ly under five ſeveral Heads. The Firſt, in regard to the Im- 
perial Dignity, fo happily reſtored to this auguſt Family; and 
what we have to ſay upon this Head, may be reduced within 


A narrow As it is the Intereſt of the Princes 


and States of the Empire, for preſerving a Bulwark againſt 


the Infidels, a proper Ballance of Power againſt France, and 


the Tranquility of Germany, to continue the ſupreme Power 

in this Family; fo on the other Hand, it is certainly the In- 

tereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria, while poſſeſſed of the Imperial 

Dignity, to maintain the Freedom and Independence of the 

— 4 together with the Privileges and Immunities of all its 
em 


This Conduct can alone ſecure to that Houſe the Support 
of the Empire upon all Occaſions, and which though from paſt 
Experience Politicians may poffibly confider as a Thing 
rather of She than Conſequence, yet it may become of 
very great Efficacy and Importance. For as the Intereſts 
of the Emperor and Empire are always the ſame, io if they 
were conſtantly and firmly united, it is very evident that 
the Ge manick Body would be always an Equal, if not an 
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Over-match for France, without the Aſſiſtance of any other 
Power whatever. 

A gentle and mild Adminiſtration therefore, that may con- 
ciliate the Hearts of the German Princes, fo as to bring them 
to feel juſt and warm Sentiments of their own Intereſt, will 
be the muſt eaſy and expeditious Means of inducing them 
to confide in and pay a proper Reſpect and Duty to the Head 
of the Emyire, will detach them from France, and from every 
other Foreign Power, none of whichever had or can have any 
any Influence over them, but from their real or imaginary 
Apprehenſions of the Ambition and Power of the Houſe of 
Auſtria. 

removed, the Emperor would become the great- 
eſt and moſt formidable Prince in Europe, that is, conſidered 
in a defenſive Light, if attacked without Reaſon or juſt 
Provo ation, and would therefore be revered by — yg 
inſtcad of bein ndent upon them; and be capable of pro- 
testing his A, on eve: falling under the Neceflity of 
ſccking beyond the Limits of 2 any Affiſtance. At 
preſent this will to many A ine very ſtrange and 
improbadle; but to ſuch as examine carefully and attentively, 
it muſt ſcem very juſt and reaſonable, and at the fame time no 
leſs eaſy and practicable. : 

The Emperor by his Prerogative has many 
to benefit and oblige moſt of the Princes and States of the Em- 
pire, and can always defend and protect them. This Power 
therefure, wiſely and ſeaſonably exerted, may ſuffice to bring 
about all that I alledge might be expected from it; in the mean 
time I defire it may be underſtood, that I do not ſpeak ab- 
ſulutely, but conditionally. I do not fay this will, but affirm 
only that it ey very well happen, of which the Reader muſt 
be convinced when he has read and conſidered what we have to 
offer in Relation to the Kingdom of Hungary. 

The next Point that claims our Regard, is the Intereſt of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, as a Member of the Germanick 
As to this it is apparent, that her Power is already ſufficient- 
ly great, and that it cannot be for hcr Advantage to endea- 
vour to increaſe it at the Expence of her Neighbours, which 
indeed is the fol: Thing that has hitherto turned, or can at 
any Time turn to ber Prejudice. While ſhe remains ſatisfied 
with her Pufſefions, and forms no Pretenſions to the Domi- 
nions of others, it is hi that as the War is now 
over, ſhe may tind her Neighbours diſpoſed to live with her 
upon Terms of Friendſhip and Reſpect. 
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ever inclined to her Territories, it ought 
to be thoſe that lie without the Empire, and even this muit 
be done with very great Caution; for at prefent there is 
ſuch a Spirit of Jealouſy in all Powers, that — cannot with 
any Patience ſee Acquiſitions made, which increafe the Strength 
of their Neighbours, and conſequently alter that Proportion be- 
tween them, upon which they conceive their own Safety in a 
great meaſure depends. Yet the Houſe of Azfria may, with- 
out any Hazard, augment her real and internal Force, while ſhe 
is content to preſerve the anticnt Limits of her Dominions. Al- 
moſt all her Hereditary Countries are capable of great Improve- 
ments ; the Kingdom of Bohemia, andthe Provinces that border 
on the Adriatick more eſpecially. 

The reviving of Trade in thoſe Parts, and encouraging the 
mutual Commerce of the Subjects in all her Dominions, 
might render the Empreſs Queen a much richer, and conſe- 
quently a more powerful Sovereign than ſhe i> at preſent. Some 
of thoſe Nations that in the late War were famous for furniſh- 
ing her Armies with Irrcgulars, are known to have a great 
Turn for Trade; and if properly encouraged, would not fail 
of rendering her as eſſential Services in Peace as in War. The 
only Check in this Reſpect, that hitherto has hinder'd their 
Genius from appearing, is the Want of Religious Liberty ; fince 
it muſt be owned the Houſe of Auſtria has in ſome meafure 
— itſelf on a Zeal for the Popiſh Faith, that bordered upon 

gotry : And yet through the Courſe of the two laft Wars, the 
Court of Nome has been fo far from making any proper Re- 
turns, that ſhe has actually ſnewn a manifeſt Partiality in Favour 
of the Houſe of Baur bon. 

Any Relaxation in this Kind, arifing from Chriſtian Charitr, 
ſound Policy, or the Gratitude of the Court of Vienna, would 
have wonderful Effects, for it could not fail of rendering all 
the Countries under her Obedience more populous, and conſe- 
quently more rich and fruitful than they are at preſent. Neither 
ought this Liberty of Conſcience to extend only to the Lutherans 

the Reformed, but to the Members of the Greek Church, to 

the Morawmars, and indeed to Chriſtians in general; for this 
would draw Multitudes out of the Turtiſb Dominions into 
thoſe of the Houſe of Auſtria, and contribute at once to ſtreng- 
then the Hands of the Empreſs, and to weaken thoſe of her 
As Sovereigns of Hungary, the Houſe of Auſtria is extremely 
powerful; and it is with great Pleaſure we can obſerve her pre- 
fent Majeſty has taken ſuch Meaſures, as ought to be a Rule to 
all her Succeſſors. On thz 25th of June 1741, fhe was 
eto vncd at Prejoarrg with all the Cer.monics uſual in that 
Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, having firſt confirmed to the Proteſtants the future 
Enjoyments of all their Rights with regard to Religion, and 
agrecd to the Capitulation drawn up by the Diet, of which the 
tollowing were the chief Articles. 

I. That the Kingdom ſhall never be without a Palatine ; and 
that after the Death of the Veldt Marſhal Count Palfy, the 
Diet ſhall be convoked in order to chuſe one out of the four 
Perſons that the Qucen ſhall propoſe. 

II. That in cafe the Queen dies (which God forbid) before 
the young Archduke is out of his Minority, the Palatine ſhall 
be his Guardian in this Kingdom. 

III. That the Employments in this Realm ſhall be given to 
none but Hungarians. 

IV. That ſuch of the Nobleſſe as have purchaſed Eftates of 
Peaſants (or Rotus iets) which only are liable to be charged 
with Impoſts, ſhall pay none for the faid Eſtates. 

AN by 1 
popular Speeches on all Occaſions puviick and private, 
he: Majeſty, while ſhe remained in that Kingdom, changed 
the Face of it entirely, and procured ſuch Succours from thence, 
as enabled her to make head againſt all her Enemies: Neither 
was it for once, or from a ſudden and paſſionate Expreſſion of 
their Aſtection and Loyalty, moved by the Goodneſs and the 
Diſtreſs of the Queen, that this Aſſiſtance was received; but it 
continued through the whole War as conſtant and regular as 
her Occaſions required, to the juſt and immortal Honour of that 
brave and generous Nation. 

We have already pointed out in the Courſe of this » 
the ſad Condition of this Country in former Reigns, and 
mean Opinion her Imperial Majeſty's Grandfather had of the 
Fidelity and Power of the Hungarians, when he affirmed that 
he had ſpent more in defending them than their Kingdom was 
worth ; and which if it did not belong to him as a Conqueror, 
ought to be reputed his as a Purchaſer, as much as any of his 
hereditary Dominions. Notions inſpired, no doubt, by Jeſuits 
4 ſelf-interetted Stateſmen, who had nothing in view * 

their court to his Imperial Majeſty by a falſe Shew of 
for his Family, at the fad Expence of » gallan and loyal, but 
then dejected and oppreſſed Nation: A Nation equally expoſed 
to continual Im aſions from Infidels abroad, to the ſubtil 
Intrigues of falſe Patriots, and the baſe Complacency of falſe 
* at home. 8 
t the preſent Queen, when except this, ſhe had ſcarce 
other Territorics left, was able to draw from it — 
ſuticien. for the Recovery of all the teſt: And thence to 8 
rate 
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ftrate to all the World, that it is not an abſolute Prince, but a 
Prince governing a free People according to their own Laws, 
that is the moſt poweriul, the moſt formidable, the moſt Maſter 
of the Lives and Fortunes of his or her Subjects. We cannot 
therefore doubt that the ſame Maxims will for the future be 
purſued; in conſequence of which, from being thought the leaſt 
conſiderable, Hungary will from henceforth be reputed one of 
the moſt potent Monarchies in Europe. 

It may not be amiſs to obſerve in this Place, it was from that 

Support the Empreſs received from the People of 
Hungary, ſuch an additional Weight has been thrown into the 
Scale of the Houſe of Auſiria, as none of our Politicians have 
duly conſidered, and which notwithſtanding ought to be looked 
= as one of the moſt fingular Events produced by the late 
ar. In all probability it has been the real Cauſe why the Tur: 
have never attempted to interfere, or to give the leaft Diſturbance 
to her Imperial Majeſty, though continually prompted to it by 
France. They ſaw that the Union which reigns in that Coun 
between the Sovercign and her Subjects, has reſtored the ancient 
Vigour of the Hungarian Militia ; fo that if a War ſhould 
the Hingariars alone would be able to make head 
againſt their whole Force, and perhaps make ſome Impreſſion 
on the Ottoman Empire itſelf, at a time when from the Dif- 
orders in the Adminiſtration of the Government, its Credit 
and Forces are equally wcak. 

Beſides, even in regard to France, the State of Things is 
very much changed, in conſcquence of the Alteration which 
happened in Hungary; for when at a very ſmall Expence, the 
French kept up a Malecontent Party there, which was al- 
ways ſure of private Support, if not of open Countenance 
from the Turks, they were ſecure of a Diverſion on that Side; 
and have ſometim s carried this fo far as to bring ſome of the 
bold Irregulars, who now ferve with fe much Reputation in 
the Imperial Armics, as hoſtile Plunderers into the Suburbs of 
Vienna. A wonderful and happy Change this ! from a divided, 
diſcontented, and diſtracted, to a united, loyal, and well-prin- 
Cipled People; from being the Terror, to become the Protec- 
tors of the Auſtrians ; from being ſcarce ſeen, to make, as they 
now do, fo great a Figure in their A:mics. In ſhort, this Ad- 
vantage, which has been the Re ſult of the War juſt concluded, 
may be cuntidered as fume Equivalent for the Danger and Ex- 
pence of it. 


The Houſe of Auſtria is alſo to be regarde ; as one of the 
greateſt Powers in /taly ; and it will be certainly its Iuteteſt 
to ſecute the Ballance in that Country, by remaining wy 

un. 
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this Country to the Houſe of Auſtria, is, the having it in 
her Power to provide for the younger Branches of the Fa- 
mily by the conſiderable Governments ſhe has to beſtow ; and 
by this means ſhe will take at once the moſt effectual Mea- 
ſuce for the Security of theſe Provinces, and tor the ſuitable 
Support of the Princes and Princeſtes of the Imperial and Arch- 
ducal Houſe without any additional Expence, and this too 
in the Manner moſt agrecable to the Genius and Temper of 
her Subjects, as well as the moſt capable of defeating either the 
open or ſectet Deſigns of her Enemies. So that on the whole, 
nothing can contribute more to the reviving and reſtoring the 
Luſtre of the Houſe of Auſtria, than ſuch » Diſpoſition of her 
Italian Territories. 

We now come to the laſt Article, which is the Intereſt of 
the Houſe of 4u/tr:a, as Sovereign of the Low Countries, a Point 
of the greateſt C to that Family, and indeed to 
all Europe. It is by her being in poſſeſſion of theſe Pro- 
vinces, that ſhe becomes the natural and Ally of the 
JING Fan, „ iled to ſhew the utmoſt 

eadineſs to ſupport her Intereſt. her being in poſſeſſion of 
theſe Countries, ſhe covers the Renke of A from the 
Power of France; and may be likewiſe faid to form a Barrier 
1111 Power, in favour of Great 

ritain allo. 

Whilſt ſhe preſerves theſe Countries, ſhe cannot fail of 
preſerving the unalterable Affection of her Neighbours ; and 
therefore it is her Intereſt to be Oy N of theſe Provinces 
as of any part of her Dominions. by fatal Experience, 
what dreadfui Conſequences folluw the neglecting her Frontiers 
on that fide, and therefore ſhe will certainly avoid committing 
the like Miftake for the future. it is © wil to ſup- 
poſe that theſe Provinces may be abſolutely truſted to the 
Care of the Maritime Powers, and to imagine that this may be 
ſome Excuſe for being leſs mindful of theit Security. The con- 
trary is very plain; if the Auſtrian Gatriſons in thoſe Countries 
were kept complete, And their Fortreſſes in I proper State of 

P | Defence, 
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Defence, the Dutch would h:ve nothing to apprehend from the 
Power of France, and would conſequently act upon all Occa- 
ſions with Dignity and Spirit; whereas a contrary Conduct 
leaves them ſo open to their Enemies, and gives fu. h Oppor- 
tunitics to the Emiſſarics of France, and to the diſcontented 
Party in that Country, as mult neceſſarily weaken, or, which 
is worſe, intimidate, a popular Government. 

On the other hand, the Conduct of the Dutch in all ſuch 
Conjunctures, muſt have ſuch an Influence upon that of Great 
Britain, that in reſpect to both, it will be certainly found the 
Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria to manifcit the utmoſt Con- 
cerg for theſe Provinces, by the Juſtice of her Government, 
by encouraging the Commerce ut the Inhabitants, by applying 
the Revenues for their Defence, and by keeping every thing 
in ſuch a Condition, as that France ſhall never be temptcd 
to think it moſt for her Advantage to attack her Imperial N. 
jeſty on this Side. Thus om a clear and impartial View cf 
the preſent State and Intereſt of the Houle of uſiria, it is fully 
and plainly thewn that the has emerged from the late War 
greater, more powerful, and in a Condition of being a more 
effectual Ballance againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, than the has 
been during the prefent Century. The Imperial Dignity is 
reſtored to her; her Power in Germany is very little imparred; 
the Kingdom of Hungary is become of infinitely greater Con- 
ſequence to her than it was; her Dominions in Italy are ſafe, 
and it is in her own Power, by taking ſuitable Meaſures for 
their Defence, to obtain from her Allies whatever Afiltance is 
neceſſary to preſerve the Low Countries. This is all that is re- 

uiſite to make her as ſecure as herfclt can defire, as much re- 
ipected as her Friends can with, and as powertul as the preſent 
Syſtem of Eurepe requires ſhe thould be. 

Tuus this Article ſtood in the laſt Edition of the Book, before 
there was any Rumour of cleæcting the Archduke Fe/eph King of 
the Ke. A Point decthve in fa. our of thete Reflections 18 
as to which, tho“ a Matrer of the lift Importance, there is no 
Difference but as to the Means and the Mznner, Bis Pruſhiun 
Majeſty profeſles in th- firongeſt Teims, that the highneit Re- 
ſpect is due to that Cardidat., when an Election ſha l become 
neceſſary ; but he has hitherto ſhewn rather a Diſt. ſte than an 
Approbation of the Meth d propoſcd for clevating that yourg 
Prince to the Throne. He ſeems to apprehend, that tho? a 
certain Majority may be ſufficient when thev come to an Elec- 
tion; yet with reſpect io the previous Queſtion, as to the Ne- 
ceflity, there ought to be Unanimity. On the Vacancy of the 
fin crial Throne the Necctity is apparent; aud there ts nothing 

aizturd 
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abſurd or unreaſonable in ſuppoſing, that it ought to be ap- 
parent alſo when the King of the Kamans is elected during the 
Life of the Emperor. An apparent Neceflity infers Unanimity ; 
tor Difficulties and Doubts, more eſpecially, if ſupported 

any thing that looks like ment, is a direct Proof that the 
Ne ceffity is not apparent. this as it will, the propoſing 
this Prince in ſo tender an Age, and the Manner in which that 
Propoſi: ion has been receives, even by thoſe who ſeem not at 


_ preſent diſpoſed to cloſe with it, clearly demonſtrates all that 


I have contendcd for, viz. That the Figure and Confideration, 
that is, in expreſs Terms,the Power of the Houſe of Auffria, ia 
augmented ; for in a Government like that of the Empice, Fi- 
gure and Confid-ration is actual Power, as the future Courſe 
of F rents will fully explain. 
There has been this Year a Dyet held in Hungary, the Con- 
cluſton of which, tho” at fi- t Sight it ſeems otherwiſe, is not- 
withſtanding wholly in Favour of the Principles advanced in 
the foregoing Part of this Section. Certain Demands were 
made on the Part of the Sovereign, and certain Claims on Be- 
half of the People; but as the latter could not be fully adjuſted, 
the former were not complied with in their full Extent. But 
a Palatine was choſen according to Law, many other Thi 
were done for the Satisfation of the Nation, and the Cloſe of 
her Imperia Mojeſty's Specch at the rifing of the Dyet was 
exactly agrecable to the C »nſtitutivn, which, becauſe I have not 
ſeen it publiſhed, I will ſubjoin in her Imperial Majeſty's own 
Words: Majore erpectav mu eguidem erga nos, fiduciam ac promp- 
titudinem a cara Gente, quam ſemper diſtinguimus, Hungarica, cui 
& plura & nova pre reliquis maternæ noſtra benruolentiæ dedi- 
mus argumenta. Deponite igitur in Matrem & Reginam veſtram 
diffilentiam, & ſatagite amnes definitiones diætales ſolerter 2 
& mereri, at priſtina fiducia & gratia redcat: hat is, We 
did iadeed promiſe ourſelves great Confidence and Alacrity 
on the Part of a Nation fo dear to us; from the Hungarians, 
+ whom we have always diſtinguiſhed, and to whom we have 
given many, and thoſe too, late Proofs, in Preference to all 
« others, uf our maternal Affection. Baniſh therefore all Dif- 
*+ filence of your Mother and your Queen; be punctual, be 


*© afliduous in carrying into Execution the Meaſures taken in 


this Dyct for the Benefit of your Conſtituents, and merit 
thereby the full Return of our former Confidence and Fa- 
„ vour,” This is not the Language of Artifice or Flattery ; 
much leſs of Pride and arbitrary Power; but the candid Senti- 
ments of a gracious Princeſs, careful of the Intereſts, and there · 
reign 

ang 


tore jealous of the Acfections of her Subjects, deũrous of 
2 
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ing in their Hearts, and of augmenting her Authority by ex- 
* her Benevolence. PP 

From the Meaſures that have been taken to ſettle and ſecure 
Territories in the Poſſeſſion of this auguſt Family in Itah, of 
we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more at large in another 
all Suſpicions of new Dangers on that fide are removed. 
We are likewiſe told that a Congreſs will be very ſpeedily open- 
ed at Bruſſels, in which the Bulinefs of the Barrier, and what- 
Safety and Welfare of the Auſtrian Lau- 
Countries, will ulated, with the Conſent, by the Advice, 
the I ion of her Allies. We have good reaſon 
to felicitate ourſelves upon the Events that have al- 
and have no Grounds for Diſſatisf.ction with 


reſpect to the future Proſpect of Things. 


ever elſe regards the 
be r 


| CHAP. IX. 
The genuine Conſtitution, real Power, and natural 


Intereſts of the GexManicx Body, impartially 
flated from the beſt and moſt authentick Writing: 
of tbeir own Lawyers. 


y is a Term with which we are very 
inted in Britain, and the Notion we have of 
it is in the right enough; but when we come 
to ſpeak of it more cloſely, it does not appear, at leaſt 
from general Converſation, that People enter into it very 
firictly, comprehend it very clearly, or afe able to ſatisfy 


themielves whether Propofitions relating thereto, ate conſiſtent 
with, 


it is of ſtill greater 
a Point which often concerns the immediate Safety of our own 
Country. | 

cons of gon Farm and wholly devoted to the Service of 
action, frequently 


grea i 
for France, and as capable of itſelf to ſecure and maintain the 


Equilibrium, not on the fide of Germany only, but in reſpect 
to the North, and to the Houſe of Bourbon : By 


on will merit the ion of the Publick ; the rather becauſe 
it will from our manner of treating it, that there is 
not the lleft Mixture of Prepoſſeſſion or Prejudice, but 
that we really mean to render the thing as intelligible as it is in 


our Power to | 


it. 
The Empire of the Weſt, « 


pe 
: i 


E 
465 
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was ſtiled Comes Palatinus, that is, Count Ralatine, i. . of the 
Palace, or in German, Palſgrave. The ſame Reaſon of State 
introduced other neceſſary Offices, ſuch as a Governor of the 
Frontiers or Marches, then ftiled Margui:, and by the 
Germans, Margrave, anſwering to our Luid Harden of the 
Marches ; the ave was an Officer of the ſame Na- 
ture with the Grave, or Count, but had a greater Extent of 
Country, and that generally in the Heart of the Empire ; 
the Burgrave was the Emperor's chief Officer in Tawns and 
Caſtles, that is to ſay, that which immediately belonges to the 
Emperor, and in which, when he came into the Country where 
they lay, he was wont to reſide, for in theſe only he kept ſuch 
an Officer. 

We may from hence plainly ſce, that except the Dukes, 
who were Vaſſals, there were none of the Officers but what 
upon the mere Pleaſure ot the Emperor, and had not 
the leaſt Colour to expect that their Offices ſhould become 
ſettled and conſtant, much lefs hereditary. But Diviſions in 
the Imperial Family, Civil Wars, and the ſinking of the Impe- 
rial Dignity, ſoon brought about a Change. In ſome Caſes 
the Dukes themſelves took ſuch Meaſures, that it was ſcarce 
in the Power of the Emperor to diſpoſſeis them, or hinder their 
Sons from ſucceeding ; in others it became the Intereſt of the 
Prince to continue this Power to them and their Deſcendants, 
in order to attach them more effectually to his Family; and thus 
the modern Conſtitution came in, of diſtin Principalitics, 
owning the Emperor for their Head. | 

All Beginnings are rude, and fo was the Commencement of 
the Germanzck Body; but it is neceſſary to aſcend to the Origin 
of T hings, if we will underſtand them ; and when this is once 
fixed in our Minds, it is a very eaſy I hing to follow the Chan- 
nel from its Source. Beſides, taking Matters thus high, ſaves 
time in many other Reſpecta, by explaining in the familiar and 
perſpicuous Way of Narrative, a variety of Terms that would 
icem harſh and unpleaſant in the dry Mode of Interpretation, 
and introduced without that Caution, might eaſily be miſtaken, 
or remain for ever obſcure. 

But it was not Jong that Les - continued in this Situati- 
on, and thefe new Princes in a State of doubttul Authority ; 
tor upon the Extinction of the Imperial Line, and the ſetting 
Canrad, Duke of Franconia, upon the Throne by an Election, 
the Rights of the Emperor and of theſe Princes came to ſtand 
upon the ſume Foot, which was about the Beginning of the 
tceath Century. His Succeſſor, Henry ot S. cin, had indeed 
2 No- 
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2 Notion of exerting the old Imperial Authority, to which 
the Princes thought he had no Title; and this produced great 
Diſturbances in his Reign, and a very cppoſite Conduct in his 
Son and Succeflur Othe f who courted the Princes, and might 
have made himſelf the moſt powerful Monarch of his Age, if 
the Diviſions in his own Family had not prevented it. 

By the Conqueſt of Lombardy, and annexing the Imperial 
Dignity to the Crown of Germany, he in ſume meaſure extended 
the Power of his Succeffors ; but at the fame time brought in 
certain Incunvenicncies, which were not felt before. The Em- 
peror thenceforward claimed the Right of approving the Biſhop 
of Rome; and the Popes, who were then much more 
than they have been ſince, formed, in their Turns, Pretenſions 
to name or to approve the Prelates; and the Diſputes which 
this occaſioned, joined to the Confuſions that naturally happen 
in Elective Governments, brought the Empire into ſuch a 
Condition, that, as we have ſhewn in the Beginning of the 
laſt Article, it was found neceſſary to offer the Imperial Dig- 
nity to Count Radolph of Hapfburgh, in the Beginning of the 
XIIIth Century: And the Diſturbances that happened after the 
Excluſion of the Houſe of Auſtria, for ſome time made the 
German Princes very willing to raiſe Albert II. to the Throne 
in 1437. 

Hofalf and his Succeſſors yielded to ſeveral Regulations 
that were favourable to the Germanick Body; more eſpecially 
the Emperors Frederick III. the leaſt powerful. and the leaft re- 
ed of the Pi inces of the Houſe of Auſtria ; who notwith- 
ing laid the Foundation of its Puwer, and gave Form and 
Credit to the Germanick Conſtitution, which was improved by 
the Emperor Maximilian ; who, in the Beginning of his Reign, 
was very well inclined to remedy the Diſorders that had been 
either created or permitted by his Predeceſſors. Upon his De- 
miſe, before Charles V. was admitted to the Imperial Dignity, 
the Electors thought fit to ſecure themſclves againſt the Effc&is 
of his great Power, by a new Step, which has been fince con- 
ſtantly followed; | mean, the twezring the Emperor elect to 
certain Articles of Guvcrument, ſtiled the Imperial Capitulati- 
on. In the foregoing Articles we have ſhewn the Attempts 
made by the Emperors to enlarge their Authority, the Meaſurcs 
taken by the Princes and States of the Empire to prevent their 
extending it, the calling in the Swedes and the French for that 
Purpoſe, and the ſettling all the Pretentions on both Sides, foc 
ever, by the fainous Treaty of J7e/tphalia. 

As the Imperial Dignity was originally abſolute and here- 


ditary, and as thoſe Monarchs ou very great Powers, . 
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ects dave erage age ops Chim to, and ſometimes, that 
is, as often as they were able, have exerciſed ſuch Prerogatives. 
Thoſe being Protectors of the Roman Church, the 
Popes thought it for their Intereſt to make them greater than any 
other Princes, and therefore ſtiled them the Temporal Heads of 
the Chriftian World. It was from hence they aſſumed to them- 
ſelves Precedence of all Kings, and even claimed a Power of 
making Kings, not by beftowing Territories, but by granting 
that Dignity or that Title to ſuch as had them already, but with 
an inferior Stile. They pretended alſo to other Rights, even 
in the Territories of Princes without the Bounds of 8 = 
pire; more eſpecially of granting D:gnities to their Subjects, 
which however was 4 — and particularly 
It was alſo a long time before they gave the title of Ma- 
jelly to other Kings, whom they treated with that of Serenity 

y ; but thoſe Notions are now almoſt wore out, except in 
Ger many; and ſetting aſide the point of Precedence, they have 
ſcarce any other Prerogative ſuperior to other Monarchs. In 
the Empire, indeed, they have, upon particular Occaſions, 
very high Marks of Reverence paid them ; and very powerful 
Princes not only ſubmit to, but contend for the Right of acting 
as their menial Servants ; which, at firſt ſight, may ſeem to 
be inconſiſtent with their own Dignities ; but when cloſely exa- 
mined, this ſeeming Humility is really founded on a Principle 


of Ambition. 
All the Electors have great Offices; and thoſe Offices are not 


only annexed to their Dignities, but ſeem to have been the Oc- 
caſion of them, which is the Reaſon of their being fo tenacious 


in this Reſpect ; and as they are capable of being e ected, as well 
as of electing, as they ſtile themſelves — 1 — and in the 
perial Authority, 


Time of a n 
it is no wonder they are for railing it in point of Stile 
and Prerogative as high as they can ; eſpecially as the Emperors, 
in return, employ that very Authority in their Favour, and 
would have the Eleftors, conſidered in that Quality, ftand 
upon the Level with Kings. But it is neceſſary to ſee who and 
whar theſe Princes are, and how they have acquired their 
Right of ion, which, tho” now long ſince ſettled and in- 
conteſted, was not always fo ; the Election of the ancient Em- 
perors differing in many reſpects from that Form of Election 
which has prevailed for ſome Ages paſt, and which, being now 
made a Part of the Germanic Conftitucion, is like to remain 
as Jong as that ſhall endure. 

The 


preſent at ſuch Diets, and 
fluence over the Members. 

In the troubleſome Times, when Henry of Thuringia, Williem 
Earl of Holland, Richard Earl of Cornwall, and Alphonſo King 
of Caftile, were choſen, the Princes and great Towns had ſcarce 
ve ſuch a Counte- 


exhorted them to ele an Emperor, and there 

the Troubles in Germany ; fince which they have 

T ——— of that Dignity they, in the Reign 
o ſecure the Poſſeſſion igni in i 

of Lewis of Bavaria, entered i League amongft themſelves, 

which was called the Electoral Union, and which was confirmed 


the Poſſeſſion of which the EleQoral Dignity was 
ſhould deſcend according to the Right of Primogeniture, and be 
abſolutely indiviſible, that the Right of each Elector might be 
the better known, and the more effectually ſecured. 
By this Conſtitution the Number and Titles of the Electors, 
and the Manner of Election, were fully ſettled in the following 
Manner : The Archbiſhop of Mentz, as Great Chancellor of 
the German Empire; the Elector of Cologn, as Great Chancellor 
of the Empire in /taly ; the Elector of Triers, as Great Chan- 
cellor of the Empire in Gaul and Arles; the King of Bohemia, 
in Quality of Cup-bearer ; the Count Palatine, as High Stew- 
ard; the e of Saxony, as Grand Marſhal; and the 
of Brandenburgh, as Grand Chamberlain, were the Seven 


The Duke of Bavaria, tho' in every Reſpect as powerful a 
Prince as any of theſe, was not thought of upon this Oacaſion, 


& having none of the great Offices; but he bang of CIs 
oufe 
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Houſe with the Counts Palatine, demanded to ſhare the 
lity of Eleftor with them; and on this it was actually ſettled 
by Treaty, that the Chiefs of the two Houſes ſhould exercife 
that =_ N but of this there is no mention made 
in the Golden Bull. When the 


thought fit to deprive 
the Elector Palatine, Frederick V. of that Dignity as well as of 
his Territories, the Duke of Bavaria came into Poſſeſſion of 
it, and kept it, even by the Peace of Ofnabur gb; by which an 


Eighth Electorate was erected in Favour of the Elector Pala- 


tine; and that he might not be without an Office, the Dignity 
of Arch- Treaſurer was conferred upon him. 

In 1692, the * erected a Ninth Electorate, 
in favour of Erne/t- Auguſius Nuke of Lunenburgh, Grandfather 
to his preſent Britannick Majeſty, which occa very high 
Diſputes; but at length all Things were amicably ſettled. On 
puttirg the Elector of Bavaria under the Ban of the Empire, 


in the 7 War, the Poſt of Arch I reafurer was given to 
the new Elector, the Elector Palatine getting Po ſſeſſiun again of 


his antient Title of High Steward, which the Elector of Bavaria 
had kept. But upon the Peace of Baden, the Eteftor of Bava- 
ria came again into Poſſeſſion of the Electoral Dignity, and 
that of High Steward; and the Poſt of High Treaſurer is ever 
fince claimed by both the Electors of Palatine and Brunſwick. 
As for the ion of a new Emperor, it is fo effectually ſet - 
tled, that there cannot now be any Diſputes about it. The 
Elector of Mentz, in Quality of Great Chancellor of the Em- 
pire, is to ſummon the reſt of the Electors upon the Demiſe of 
an Emperor, within the Space of one Month after he receives 
Notice of it; and the Day fixed for Election is to be within 
the Compaſs of threc Months from that of his Summon . The 
Electors are rot bound to attend in Perſon, but may ſend 
their Ambaſſadors, as they generally do; and they commonly 
name three of theſe; but if they negle& to come in Perſon, or 
ta ſend an Amballador, they loſe the Right of Election for that 
Lime. The Place of Election is Frankfort upon the Maine; 
but that is not a Thing indiipenſible, yer fo that the Right of 
the City of Frankfort muſt be always ſaved, in cafe the Elæc- 
ian is at any Lime made elſewhere. 
As ſoon as the Diet of Election is met, they begin to ſettle 
the Capitulation, to which the Emperor, when chcted, is to 
ear. This is done by the College of Eletors, but the Cul- 
lege of Princes claim a Right of approving it; which huwever 
t> a Point in Diſpute. When the Capitulation is fixed, the 
Electors of Meutx appoints the Day fei the actual] Election, 


up- 


C 
al 
c| 
{ 
1 
4 
r 
k 
i 
| 
| 


[ 219 ] 


upon which the Gates of the City are ſhut, and the Keys de- 
livered to that Elector. | 

The EleRors, or their Ambaſſadors, repair in great Pomp to 
Church; and when the Maſs is over, at which the Proteſtants 
are not ob.iged to be preſent, they take a very ſolemn Oath to 
chule without caballing, or a View to private Intereſt, the Per- 
ſvn chat appears to them the meſt fit for the Imperial Dignity : 
'T his done, they retire to the Sacriſtry, where the Elector of 
Mentz alks if there be any Impediment known why ſhould 
not then proceed to an Election; and next he exacis a 
that the Perſon ſhall be owned and admitted for Emperor who 
ſhall be choſen by the Majurity ; and the Declarations of the 
Electoral Ambaſſadors upon theſe two Heads are recorded by 
two Notaries of the Empire: After which all the Witneſſes are 
commanded to withdraw. 

After this, the Ele ctor of Mentz collects the Suffrages, which 
are given viva voce, and laſt of all he gives his own. It is ne- 
ceflary that the Perſon choſen ſhould have a oy wy ot the 
whole Body, and not a bare Majority of Votes; for ſuppoſing 
there were three Candidates, and one had four, another three, 
and another two V oices, this would be no Election ; but ary 
of the Electors who has Suffra:es for him, may add his own to 
make up the Majority. When this is over, the Witneſſes that 
were preſcnt at the inning of the Tranſaction, ate again 
called in, and the Electur of Mentz declares to them the Perſon 
whom the Electors have choſen. 

The new Emperor however is not proclaimed, ti:] himſelf, 
if preſent, or his Ambaſſador, if abſent, has ſworn in his Name 
to the Capitulation ; and then the Elæction is looked upon as 
intircly compleat. There have been ſeveral Attempts made to 
{.rtle a perpetual Capitulation ; and the doing this is looked 
upon as a Foint of great Conſequence to the Empire ; but the 
Debates it has hitherto occaſion:d in the Diet of the Empire, 
has hiadered it from being brought to a Concluſion. 

The Emperors were formetly ſtiled only Kings of Germany, 
from the Time of their El ction to the Time ot their Corona- 
tion at Rome ; and this tcrves to explain a Paſſage before made 
uſe of in reſpe to the Emperor Otbe, and his annexing the 
Imperial Title to the Crown of Germany ; agrecable to which 
the Golden Bull declares, That the Electors ought to chuſe a 
King ot the Romans for their future Emperor. In reſpect to 
this, the Reader will obſerve, that the Office was conferred by the 
Election, and only the Title by the Coronation: Sometimes 
the Popes encouraged, and were very fond of this; at other 

Times 
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Times they were uneaſy at the 's Preſence: At laſt the 

Inconvenience em grant on both Sides, that the Emperor 

Maximilian I. ing to Rome; and the Pope was fo 

far from taking this ill, that be ed him a Bull, which en- 

abled 1 on his being crowned 
in 4 

It remained long an Article in the Capitulation, that the Em- 

for ſhould endeavour to be crowned in that City; but at the 

jon of the Emperor Leapold, this was left out as a Thi 


be crowned in any other City, fav- 
Chapelle. . I" 
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and 
the Eleftor 


enjoy this Honour by turns. When the 
the Throne, the Elector of Saxony puts 
nd the Sword of Charles the Great, with which he 
Holy Roman Empire, of his own 
to make others who are nominated 
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comes 
himſelf, which is raiſed two Steps higher than thoſe of the 
ectors, and is ſerved by Counts of the Empire; whereas the 
who have each of them his Table, are ſerved only 
Gentlemen of their reſpective Courts. Such of them as 
this Ceremony in Perſon, fit and eat at their own Ta- 
t thoſe who are repreſented by their Ambaſſadors, have 
Tables covered for them with empty Plates, at which the 
does not fit down. The Comnmien of the Em- 
peror is not only a great Ceremony, but a very ſignificant one 
alſo; for it keeps up all the great Offices, and ſerves to raiſe 
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the Authority and Dignity of the Emperor, by ſhewing 3 
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Election of an Emperor; 
Title than an Office ; for t 
preſs Article in his Capitulation, 

pire durin 


ſhould refuſe, without rendering 
to ele a King of the 
Article has been 


Vicars of the Empire; a 
their reſpective Offices, 
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and could be of little uſe, fince there 
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Proviſions are made by the Golden Bull, it dues not follow that 


they did not exiſt before, but only that they were aſcertained and 
confirmed by it. 

The Diſputes between the Electors of Bavaria and Palatine 
have. interfered very much in this, both claiming to be Vicam, 
and both in their Turns have enjoyed it ; but at preſent, this 
Difference is adjudged by an Agreement between the two Fami 
lies, fo that the Empire fuffered no Prejudice from it in the two 
haſt Vacancies. Each of theſe Vica-s has his Diſtrict, and they 
have likewiſe an Aulic Council, which is called the Tribunal of 
the Vicariate; and it is provided by the Glden Bull, that the Ach 
of the Vicars of the Empire, during the Vacancy, ſhall be va. 
lid and binding; but to prevent Diſputes, and for the greater 
Security, Cate is taken to inſert an Article in the new Empe- 
_ ror's Capitulation, by which he promiſes to ratify and confirm 
in the fulleſt Manner poſſible, whatever the Vicars of the Em- 
pire have done during the Time of the Vacancy. 

We ſometi mes meet in the German Hiſtory, with Vicars of 
the Emperor as well as Vicars of the Empire; and indeed theſe 
Offices differ widely: For, by Virtue of his Imp-rial Dignity, 
the Emperor may, if he plcaſes, delegate his Power to any 
Prince in the Empire, when it ſo happens that he is not in a 
Condition to execute it himſcif. But then this Vicar is very 
far from having the Powers of a Vicar of the Empire ; for, in 
the firſt place, he is accountable ro the Emperor, who may te- 
voke or annul whatever he has done by V utue of that delegated 
Power; and beſides this, his Office depends entirely upon the 
Pleaſure of the Emperor, who may ieſume or determine it 
whenever he pleaſes. 

There is alſo a Vicatiate of the Empire in Italy, which has 
been generally executed by the Dukes of Savey; but as this is 
a Matter ot ſome Perplexity, docs not immediately relate to our 
preſent Subject, and may be conſidered hereafter in another 
Place, there is no Occatiion tor dwelling on it here; only it may 
not be amifs to rem irk. that from the lateſt Practice, in caſe af 
the Vacancy of the Empire, it ſeems, that the Affaits of [cy 
fall under the Direction of the Vicars of the Empire appointed 
by the Gaiden Bull; and as to any Power granted to the Nuke 
of Savoy, or any other Prince, br a reigrirg Emperor, that can 
only make him the Emperor's Vicar in I, and does not veſt 
him with the Q-zlity of Vicar of the Enmpre; which Offices, 
as the Reader will now <lealy porcine, arc very diſtinst and 
different Things, 


It 
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It will alio appear, from what has been ſaid, that unleſs an 
Emperor is deſitous of A appointed in his Life- 
time, there can be no ſolid on aſſigned for the EleQors 
giving him an Aſſociate under the T itle of King of the Romans; 
tne: the Emperor, if he pleaſe-, may devolve any Part of his 
Authority, for his own Eaſe and the Good of the i V 
any Prince he thinks proper, with the Character of his Vicar; 
and with this adci.zonal Advantage, that he may be called to 
account for his Adminſtration in that Quality, which in the 
other Cafe might not be ſo eaſy. 

This Diſtinction between the Emperor and the Empire is 
neceflary alſo in many other Cafes; and that we may know how 
to make it, where and whenever it becomes neceſſary, we will 
endezvour to explain the Relation there is between the Mem- 
bers of the Empire and its Head; or, in otler Words, the 
Emperor and the Princes and other Powers of the Empire. This 
the very befl Authors on the Pub/ich or Conſtituticnel Law, as it 
is ſtiled in Germany, own to be a very difficult thing, and it ap- 
pears th: more fo from their differing about it 

But if we conſider that the Empire was fuſt hereditary, and 
that the Territories held by Lords of all Ranks and Denomina- 
y ns were Fiefs, granted to thoſe Lords by Inveftiture ; and if 
we farther reflect, that when the Race of Charlemagne ceaſed to 
govern G. rmane, th: Princes and Lords of their own Motive 
preſerved the ancient Conſtitution, and refolved, by givi 
themſelves a Head, to continue the Empire, we ſhall under 
this Matter clearly. l heir Sovereignty appears in this Reſolu- 
tion: It they had been under any Maſter, they could not have 
taken it; but being under none, they affociated themſelves in a 
certain Manner, and on certain Conditions; the Performance 
of which iucludes all that is properly call:d Duty to the Empire. 

But as this Conſtitution implics ſome Center of Dignity, 
ſome Head or Chief, by which the Majeſty of the Empire may 
be rendered viſible, and its Laws be put in Execution, they 
agree to chuſe an Emperor for this Purpoſe. In conſequence 
of this Choice, they are to receive from him, or before his 
L hrone, the Inveſtiture of their Dominions ; that is to ſay, 
Electors and Princes are to do this; for as to Counts and free 
Cities, they obtain their Inveſtitures from the Aulic Council ; 
but this marks no more than their Submiſſion to the Empire ; 
ſince as it is theit Duty to demand, it is no leſs the Emperor's to 


beltow ; and this he promiſes upon Oath, amongſt other Ar- 
ticles in his Aud 0 " 


Tha 
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The Members of the Empire therefure, are dependent 
it, that from their Union they may derive Protectiun; and (hey 
enn becauſe in him refides the i, 
Sly of the Empire; i other Reſpects they are independent 
free. We may hence diſcern, that every thing done agai 


ing the Imperial Crown, is not done againſt the 
Emperor. For lach a Prince may have other Dominions and 


out Empire, can be conſtrued to the 
y Prince or Power of the Empire. 

to act againſt the Emperor in quality of Head or Chief 
| ire, is a Crime againſt the Nature of that Confede- 
racy, which conſtitutes the ire, and renders the Member 
itting it liable to Puniſhment for it, according to the Laws 
ire. Yet this is no Inſri on the Sovereignty 
of ſuch a » becauſe he acquires and enjoys it under the 
Covenant of being true and loyal to the Empire ; and if he con- 
tinues ſo, muſt be ſecure of their Aſſiſtance, which is an Equi- 
valent for the Duty ex from him. 

and eaſy as it is, of the Relation be- 
tween the States compoſing the ſacred Remifh Empire, ſuffi- 
ciently explains the Reaſonableneſ and Juſtice of proceeding 
int any Prince vr State of the ire, wanting in his or its 
» Or ing from their Fidelity, by putting them under 
the Ban of the ire. This at firſt light ſcems to wound 
even mortally the Notion of Sovereign Authority in theſe 


weighty. The Soyereignty of theſe Princes ſprings from that 
Union which conſtitutes the Empite, and therefore this Power 
ts neceſſary for the Preſervation ot the Empire, to that the Sub- 
jection ariſes from the Conſent of theſe Sovereigns, and the 


Puniſhment is ſuitable to this Notion of the Thing; viz. De- 
vation of thoſe Territories which tender ſuch Princes Mem- 

— of the Empire. 

It is very true, that there are ſome old Examples of putting 


Perſons to Death for Treafon againſt Emperors, but this ex- 
tended no farther than Counts of the Empire. It is alſo true 
that Charles V. not only Ceprived the Elector of Szxany, and 
the Landgrave of He, of theit Dominions, but allo paſſed 
Sentence of Death on the former, though he forebore to put it 
in Execution. But this was done, not in the old legal Way, 
by 
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rr acent States, but by the Aulic Council 
7 E —— Maximilian . was conſidered a9 
one — cory 2 Power which brought on the ſucceed: 


Civil War. | 
de Deprivation of the Elector Palatine on the Score 
the War in Bebemia, ha: ſ-mcthing more of Ry in it, 
but ſtill was far enough from being legal, or from | 
conſidered as ſuch by the unbiafied Powers I 
who therefore took the firſt Opportunity 11 the De- 

to 


ni 
ſcendent cf that Prince Juſtice, b his 
nity and Dominions. Fm 
Since that Time, and indecd in our own, the 
Bavaria and Cologne have been put under the — bu pr 
pire with far greater Reaſon, and ers much more 


ns Co Princes, and States of * 
firſt had and obtained, &c. Thus it appears 
Ban of the Empire is Puniſhment founded in the 
Government, derogaies little or nothing from the — 
of Princes, who derive their Sovereignty from and are fopported 
therein by that Conftitution, and is now fo effectually ** 
rer 
The Emper 


are drawn up and ſworn to, in order to 
Method of Proceeding, from whence, how well founded 
vaſt Inconveniencies muſt enſue ; be? If im Breach of this Che, 
tulation a German r ſhould attempt to ſubvert the Can 
ſtitution, there is not the leaſt Doubt that the College of Flectora 
have a Right to remonſtrate againſt his ConduQ, aud if tar has 
no Effect (in Conjunction with the Diet) to apply proper Re- 


medics to reſtrain him. 

Bur after inſiſting intllng & long on De Eqarier or — Ox 
riſdiction, it is very to deſcend to the ordi 
— of Cont of of Juſtice. According to yi Don- 
itution of the ire, there was the greateſt imaginable 
taken for the Difiribotion and Execution of Juſtice by the 
Counts, mates _— 


having Juſti ially adminiſtered in great, as well as in ſmall 

Ferdinand III. abſolutely refuſed his Conſent, but in 
ign of his Son Maximilian I. this Point was ſettled, 
a Court erefted under the Title of The Imperial 


1 iſe Emperor, to provide for the Adminiſtration of 
— at ſuch Times as theſe Accidents kept the Imperial 

cloſe, revived his Aulic Council; and to ſhew his 
Moderation, deſired the States to add to the Number of Aſſeſ- 
ST Po Po is von Et to Gene of 
this Means he drew all the Cauſes before his own Tri 5 
by keeping it ever open, and the Seats well filled; and by 

care to ſe= the Sentences pronounced, duly and ſpeedi- 


The Princes and States of the Empire quickly faw their Er- 
that the Emperor had made uſe of their Negligence to 

ſecure what, if they had not lo their Opportunity, muſt have 
—— ed upon them. They did” not fail to remonſtrate 
poſtulate on this Subject, and to repreſent it as 2 In- 

. INge- 
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fringement on the Germanick Conftitution, by which the Imnpe- 
rial Chamber ought not only to be the ſupreme, but the ſole 
Tribunal of that kind. | | 

To this, however, the Emperor returned very plaufible An- 
ſwers. He obſerved. that in crecting the Imperial Chamber 
he had complied with the Defire of the States; and by eſta- 
bliſhing the Aulic Council, he had provided for the conſtant Ad- 
mini{tration of Juliice; he inſiſted that he had performed his 
Duty in both Reipectz, that he was not at all accountable for 
the Want of Judges in one Court, and that he deſerved 
Thanks for the Pains he took to ſupply the Deficiency of 
ene Tribunal by the other. 

Afﬀeer all theſe Diſputes therefore, theſe two ſupreme Courts 
ſubſiſt, and that too in ſome meaſure with equal Authority ; 
for which firſt poſſeſſes a Cauſe, thereby retains it; but ſome 
Points, ſuch as the referved Rights of the Emperor, belong to 
the Aulic Cauncil, but both receive Appeals from inferior Ju- 
riſdlictions, and decide dubious l itles. The Sentences in both 
Courts are ſubject to a Reviſion, and in caſe of Injuſtice there 
may be a Complaint made to the Diet. 

In this Circumſtance alone, theſe Tribunals differ, viz. that 
the Imperial Chamber ſubſiſts during a V of the Throne, 
when Juſtice is done in the Name of the Vicars of the Em- 
pire ; but the Aulic Council is immediately diſſolved by the Death 
of the Emperor, and a new one cannot be named till an Em- 
0 Subject, amiſs 

t before we ith this Subject, it not be amiſs to 
ſay ſomewhat — 3 particular of this — Council, which 
conſiſts of a Preſident, a Vice-Preſident, and ſeventeen Aſſeſ- 
fors, of whom ſix are Proteſtants ; the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Empire hath alſo a Right to a Seat therein, and all the Decrees 
iluing from hence, paſs through his Hands, and are directed by 
him to thoſe who are to put them in Execution. It is by the 


great Weight and extenlive Influence of this Contt, that the 


Emperors are enabled to make their Authority more felt than 
one would imagine was poſſible, con ſidering the Conſtitution 
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But if the Princes and States have an Intereſt one Way, 


Empire, ſuch as the Archdukes of Auffria and 
the Duke of Saxony, arc exempted from this Dependence ; 
that is to fay, their SubjeCts have no Right at all to thoſe Ap- 
peals : Eecleſiaſtical Cauſes in like Manner are exempted, and 
ſe are Criminal Cauſes, becauſe of the many Inconveniencies 


by 


are always deſtructive ; in deciding Diſputes about Rank and 


| Precedency, and granting for once only a vacant Seat in c 

Chapter of the Empire, which is filed the Right of Pies 

2 and is equivalent to the Prerogative of the Primacy call- 
an Option. 

In = of theſe Points however he is abſolutely at Liberty; 
for as to Fiefs, he is bound to beſtow Inveſtitures as the Laws 
direct; as to Titles, he promiſes to beſtow them only on wor- 
thy Perſons, and who have Eftates ſufficient to ſupport them; 
and when beſtowed, they only give Name and Reſpect. To 
acquire Power and Privileges, "theſe Princes and Counts, after 
their Creation by the Emperor, muſt have the Conſent of their 
re ive Bodies, in order to be admitted to fit and vote; yet 
ſome Titles are of great Conſequence, as for inſtance, en- 
nobling Ladies that are inferior by Birth to Princes, who incline 
to eſpouſe them, and thereby legitimating their Deſcendents; 
who otherwiſe, on account of that Inequality of Birth, are con- 
fidered as incapable of Succeſſion. In Caſes of Minority, no 
Wrong muſt be done to the natural Guardian of the Priuce, and 
in all the other Caſes many Cautions are to be uſed ; notwith- | 
ſtanding all which, fuch are the Poiiticks of this Court, that 
theſe Imperial Prerogatives are attended with many, and thoſe 
too very conſiderable Advantages. a 
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After reviewing ſeparately the Powers of 1 
Princes of the Empire, we are next to regard them as acting 

conjunctly in the Diets, or Aſſemblies of the States of the 
Empire, where the Germanick Body appears in its full Luſtre, 
and in which the Legiſlative Power of the Empire reſides. It 
would be needleſs to detain the Reader with an Account of 
the Differences between the ancient and modern Diets, as the 
Diet is now become neceſſary and perpetual, this that now 
ſubſiſts having fat ſince 1653 ; neither is it requiſite to dwell 
on the Manner of convoking and opening this Aﬀembly, as 
theſe are not at all like to occur in our Days; and 
let us content ourſelves with obſerving, that every Prince 
and State, every Prelate, Count, and free City of the Empire, 
has a Right to a Scat in this Diet, which the Princes claim 


: 


, when preſent at the Place where 
held New + 4+ Ratiſom, but may be held in any Ci 
preſides there in Perfon ; when 
vieally by bis x or firſt Commiſſoner, 
before the Aſſembly whatever he receives Orders 
Maſter to propoſe, which is done by the Communication 
what is called the Commiſſarial Decree. 

The Director, or as we would phrafe it, the Speaker 
Diet, is the Elector of Mentz, in Quality of Chancellor 
Empire ; and therefore he has a Chancery to whi 
Things are addreſſed that are to come before the 
had lis made hncmn nd publified by the Se of 
Elector of Mentz reading the Papers, which are to be 
nicated to the Secretzrics of the edber diinifiers of te 
at the Diet; and this is what they call per Dictaturam, whence 
ae pong hangs," ogg or other Papers of 
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State to the Dictature of the 


and this makes it proper to take Notice, that the Diet or ge- 
neral A of the States is conſidered as divided into or 
diſtin Colleges, each of which has its parti- 

t is that of the Electors, in which 
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Ge Prelates alſo, who are not conſidered as Princes, and the 
Counts of the Empire; but with reſpect to their Votes, there 
Is a wide Difference; for the Princes ſpiritual and temporal, vote 
diſtinctly, wat is, cacn of them has a ſingle Vote; but the Pre- 
lates and Counts vote by Benches, each of thoſe Benches haring 
only one Vote. | 
The Prelates are divided nto two Benches, viz. of the Rhine 
and Swabia ; but the Counts into four, of the Meteraw, Sta- 
bia, Franconia, and H:/iphalia. Neither theſe Counts, nor their 
Miniſter, attend at the Diet; they content themſclves with 
ſending a Miniſter for each Bench to maintain their Rights, and 
to give their Suffrages when demanded. The Archduke of Au- 
Aria, and the Archbiſhop of Saitzburgh, are Directors of the 
College of Princes, and officiate alternately as the Subjects of 
their Deliberations fall out ; and it is for this Reafon the Arch- 
duke of Auſtria's Miniſter fits on the Right-hand Bench amongft | 
the ſpiritual Princes. | 
The third College is that of the free Cities of the Empire; | 
and the Director of that College is the Minifter of the City, in 
which the Diet happens to fit. - The two former Colleges are 
ſtiled Superior; and indeed, as we ſhall preſently ſhew, they 
are in Effect the Diet. 
In all theſe the Sentiment of the Majority is con- 
ſidered as that of the Body, except in ſome particular Caſes regu- 
lated by the Treaty of Ofnaburgh, in which the Conſent of the 
whole is ſtill neceſſary. Theſe are, whatever concerns Religion, 
what relates to the Empire as a collective Body; and in a Caſe 
in which all the Papiſts are on one Side, and all the Proteſtants 
on the other; for here, as in many other Inſtances, this, how- 
ever unequal the Number of Voices may be, is notwithſtand- 
ing looked on as an even Diviſion. The Affair of Contribu- 
tions was propoſed to have been added to theſe Caſes, but was 
referred to the Diet, where it has never been ſettled, and fo is 
much in the ſame State as if it had been aQually declared one 
of thoſe Caſes. 
When any Point comes before the Diet, it is firſt delibe- 
rated and debated in the College of Electors, next in that of 
Princes: If tneſe Colleges d.ffcr, th.y endeavour to reconcile 
them by a kind of Free Conferences, at which only the Direc- 
tors aſſiſt, with ſuch as the Colleges think fit to name in Con- 
junction with them. When by theſe Conferences the Colleges 
are brought to a Concurrence, then their joint Opinion is 


ſignified to the thizd College, and they are invited to accede 
to it ; but if they do not, the former is digeſted and engroſſed 
in the Chancery, and delivered to the Emperor's Commiilary, 

the nth | | | = 
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with the Title of the Opinion of the Empire; only Mention 
1 what was the Opinion of the third 
ege. a 

It has been a Point debated with great Warmth, whether ac- 
cording to the Germanick Conſtitution, the Opinion of the Ma- 
jority of the Colleges be properly the Sentimenis of the Empire z 
a Queſtion of [mportance, no doubt, and therefore not like to 
be decided before the Greet Kalands; but in the mean time the 
Practice is as we have ftated it. 

After the Ceremonies before mentioned, this Opinion of the 
Colleges is tranſmitted to his Imperial Majeſty, who gives it his 
Approbation, and then it is publiſhed in his Name, as a Re- 
ſolution of the Empire, the States are exhorted to it, and 
— ug Tribunals in the Empire are directed to it as 

But after all that has been ſaid, this Matter will yet remain 
in ſome meaſure obſcure, if we do not explain the Subjects that 
come in this manner before the Diet. In the firſt place the 
Diet makes Laws, explains Laws, and decides ambiguous Caſes; 
and therefore whenever the Aulic Council preſumes to do this, 
they conſider it as a real and erous Infringement ; next they 
are to be conſulted in making War, in which the Emperor can 
do nothing without them, even though it ſhould be attended 
with Circumſtances that ever ſo maniteſtly concern the Em- 
13 
When War is declared, the Diet appoints the Field-Marſhal 
who is to command the Army, and aſſigns him alſo a Council 
of War; nay, after War is declared, in any Caſe but for the 
Defence of the Empire, any Prince may notwithſtanding re- 
main neuter ; as the Elector of Bavaria did ia 1672, when the 
Empire entered into a War to fave the Dutch, and in the laſt 
War occaſioned by the Election of the preſent King of Po- 
land. The Diet likewiſe ſettles the of the Govern- 
ment ; and the which each Prince or State is rated at, is 


Emperor, who is empo 
End, the Treaty ſo concluded is rati 
and hence ariſe Wars, in which the 
part, tho” not attacked; 2 i 
4 
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Ambaſſador. | 

But in moſt of the Congreſſes for bringing about a Peace, 
where the Empire has joined in a War, tome Regard has 
been had to her Interpoſition ; as at Nimeguen, where the Im- 
perial Miniſters had Power from the Emp.ce ; at Ryſwicł 
they named a ſpecial Commiſhon ; they ſent Deputies on the 
ſame Account to the Hague, when during the laſt general 
War Conferences were held there about Peace; they have 
alſo had ſome Share ſince in the Approbation of the I reaties 
of Baden 2nd Vienna, | 
The Truth however is, and our Duty obliges us to ſpeak it, 
that they have been exceedingly ill uſed in all theſe Cafes, the 
peror making whatever 'I erms for them he pleaſed, and on- 
uſing their Authority to ratify them. This we may look 
upon (and juſtify) as the Cauſe of that Languor and InaQtivity of 
the Diet, in regard to whatever has ſo much as a diſtant Rela- 
tion to War; 2 the States of the Empire knowing, as they 
very well do, that they have nothing to hope and all tl. ings to 
fear from a War, are unwilling to enter into it, and being em- 
barked act but heavily from the ſame Notion, which however 
unreaſonable, is after all but natural. Gee: 

The Peace of }Ze/{phalia gave rife to the preſent Diet 
and eſtabliſhed the ny onſtitution; but the Diet pai 
dearly for the Advan gained, by conſenting to yield 
fuch fine Provinces . did to France and — by 5 
Treaty; yet in all ſucceeding Treatics ſhe has had much worfe 
Luck, as loſing in each, and getting nothing by all of them. 
We need not wonder therefore if the States of the Empire are 
not ſuddenly rouzed, fince both Reaſon and Experience teach 
them, that while they can keep out of a War, they can loſe 
nothing, of which, whatever its Succeſs be, they can never be 
ſure any other way. | 
' The great and powerful Princes of the Empire may, like 
other great Princes, be drawn to en in Alliances and 
Wars 0 their Intercſts and Private Views, and will then 
act with Vigour and Spirit as other Princes do, and upon 
the ſame Motives of Gain and Advantage, having their own 
Miaifters at every Congreſs to manage their Concerns ; but 
the Germanick Body being ſo circumſtanced as to be able to 
reap no Profit from ſuch Negotiations, even at the moſt fa- 
vourable Conjunctures, but on the contrary, being often called 
upon and expected to make Satisfaction for what is given by 

reaties to other Powers, we necd not at all wonder at their 


manick Body, „r 
gious Diſtinctions, becauſe theſe really divide the States as it 
were into two diſtin Bodies, with different, and in ſome Caſes 
even oppoſite Intereſts. All the World knows, that Lather 
began to preach the Doctrines of the Reformation firſt in Ger- 


many, and that his religious Sentiments were 
not only by great Numbers, but even by the 
of ſeveral Governments in 

This having exaſperated the Court of Rome, ſhe left no Stone 
unturn'd to ſecure the Su of this H (as ſhe called 
it) by the ſecular Arm, which naturally induced the Proteſtants 
to make uſe of the ſame Method for the Defence of themſelves 
and the Freedom of their Conſciences. Hence arofe the League 
of Smalcald in 1530, at the Head of which were the Elector of 
_ — the Landgrave of He . Pe ** 

e have in the for Article given the Hiſtory 
„ of Religion, and ſhewn 
how little the Elector of Saxony 1 ˙— 
Proteſtants and the Emperor, how near the latter was ſub- 
verting the Reformation in Germany, as effectually as in Behe- 
mia, and therefore we need not dwell upon it here. 

Ir wer Oy non of ET as it ſetiled all other 

juſted this alſo, and put it in the Power of the 
Rn of both Religions, to live quietly, as, 
good Chriſtians and good Subjects. But as theſe 
could not have been long maintained, if ſome Method had not 
been found for the Proteſtants to meet, and take Meaſures ina 
Body for their own Preſervation ; ſo the fundamental Laws of 
the pire having once authorized this, the Method was not 
long undiſcovered. 

In the firſt Diet held at Ratiſbon 1653, after the Concluſion 
of that Peace, the Proteſtant Princes and States refolved to en- 
ter into a cloſe Conjunction with each other for their mu- 
tual Support; and as no Body can act without a Head, they 
unanimouſly conferred that Hotour upon the EleQtor of Saxeny, 
at the Houſe of whoſe Miniſter their Conferences have been 
ever ſince held; and from this Conjunction or Confederacy 
ariſes what is called the Eva lic Body, which is the Guar- 
dian and Protectrice of the Proteſtant Intereſt in —— | 
watches over the Laws provided for the be OY 
and in caſe of Violations. * which from the Spirit of Po- 


pery are but too frequent, ſets on foot Applications to the Impe- 
rial Throne, and thereby — Redreſs and Satisfaction. 


One 
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cular Occafion, or with a View to a certain Point, they 
and 


are ftiled Confederate Circles; but this being more frequent 
_—_ the —— of the Upper and Lower Rhine 
Wi/tt lia, they are from thence denominated Correſponding 
Carcl-s. 

Thus in as narrow a Compaſs as it is poſſible, we have 
given the Reader a compleat View of the moſt and 
complicated Government, ancient or modern, that ever exiſted, 
and put it entirely in his Power to comprehend whatever is 
advanced in relation to it by any of our Orators or Politicians ; 
and therefore we have ing farther to add, but this Ob- 
ſervation, that however particular Princes may act to promote 
their Intereſts, the Germanick Body keeps conſtantly in view 
the Maintenance of Publick Liberty, as founded on the Treaty 
of We/tphalia. 


\ 


CHAP. 2. 


A Succinft View of the Hiſtory of the FRENCH 
Nation, fince they have been governed by the Houſe 
of BourBoN, explaining the Alterations that have 

made in their Conſtitution, the Progreſs of 
their Power, their Influence and Intereſts. 


THE Memoirs of the two great Houſes of Auftria and 
Bourbon include almoit all that need be known of the ge- 
Dif- 


Ages till laid 2 happy Expedient, are in Danger 


A again kindli 

We have already given the the former Hiſtory 
we were obli to take pretty high, to make it the more 
evident how the Auſtrian Houſe acquired by Policy, 
and Accidents, ſo extenſive Dominions as ſhe once '$ 
how ſhe fixed the Imperial Dignity in herſelf, and how in con- 
ſequence of her ambitious Projects and their Diſappointments, 
ſhe gave a ſettled Form, a certain Authority, and an immutable 
vecurity to the Germanick Empire. 
By the Nature of our Plan, we are next led to give as ſa- 
tisfactory an Account of France, which conſidering the narrow 
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* it in, is a very hard Uad«otaking ; 
but we are engeged and muſt go through ; wag Ar the ſake 
of Perſpicuity it may be proper to fay a Word or two 
of „ and of the Method in which we are to 


three Things in View, viz. ex- 


Plaining Gallic Conftitution from what it 
was, i nt ; ſhewing the Means by which the 
French have pulled down the Puiſſance of the Au/trian Houle, 
and rais'd more formidable of their own; and 
exhibiting Syſtem of Gallic Policy, Influence, and 


| 


— TA Day, rr 
accompliſbing her great View, or of the Ki 

Miniſters, which in deſpotic Governments is all he 
ſtiled the Nation, of being the ſole Directreſs of 


NA this, 
U not only furniſh the Reader with an entertaining 
and inſtructive Memorial in relation to one of the muſt im- 

Points of Hiftorical Learning, but alſo give him an 

into a political Myftery of the higheſt C uence, 
which hke the Popiſh Plot in our own Country, is believed by 
Multitudes and denied by Multitudes ; like it, ſubſiſted long 
before it was talked of, and ſtill ſubſiſts, and is like fo to do; 
and finally, has ſuch a Tendency to our Debaſement and De- 


L 


1 
Fi 


4) 


ſafe than while we have 
our Danger in our Eye, and in conſcquence of that the Means 
3 it in our Thoughts. 

only Method of doing this, and keeping within due 
Bounds, is to begin firſt with Facts, and bringing the French 
Hiſtory ſince the Acceſſion of the Houſe of Bourbon (which con- 


tains but four Reigns) into as ſhort a Space as can be; repre- 
ſenting wi much Jutic: pol the Spirit of cach Reign, 
and of every Adminiftration ; marking the conſiderable Acceſ- 
fions of Power at home, and of Territory abroad; and laftly, 
ſetting in a clear and full Light the State of France at this Day, 
in regard to Revenues, Power and Policy. 
" The Succeſſors of the Emperor Charles the Great, go- 
verned the Kingdom of France, for many Generations, from 
A. D. 814, in which that great Prince died, to A. D. 986, 
when Hugh Capet ſeized the Crown, and bad his Right con- 
firmed by the Nobility, Clergy, and People of France, upon 
the Death ef Lewis V. to the Prejucice of Charles 6 of 
any 
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L:irrain, who was the undoubted Heir of the Carlwingian 


Kace. 

Lewis IX. a direct Deſcendent from Hug „ and 
who, on account of his various Expeditions ee the In- 
fdels, obtained the Sirname of St. i, died . D 14 
and left two Sone, Philip and Robert. The latter eſpouſed 
Daughter of Febn III. Son to Hugh Duke of — 
the Heireſs of Arel amlauli, Signeur de Bourbon. Tra 2 
ſhip coming thus to R:bert Count de Clermont, Son to Ir. 
Lavis, in right of his Wife's Mother, he thereupon afſemed 
the Name of Bowrbon. 5 

His Family ſucceeded to the Crown about three hunde 
Years afterwards, on the Murder cf Henry III. the laſt - . 
narch of the Houſe of Vals, by — Clement a Jacobi 
Monk, in the Perſon of Henry King of Navarre, who was - 
the Ninth in Deſcent trom Robert Count of Clermont, and 
whoſe Clajan to the Crown was clear, though on account of 
his being a Proteſtant, a great part 'of his Subjects were in- 
clined to reject him; and on his firſt taking the Title of 
King of France and Navarre, the City of Paris, not content 
with diſowning his Authority, treated him with ſuch Diſre- 
ſp-.&t and Indignity, as few Princes but himſelf would have 
forgiven. 

He came to the Regal Dignity Augaſt 2d 1 in Circum- 
ſtances extremely critical for mm elt and for his The 
Capital City and the greater part of the es were in 
the Hands of ſuch as refuſed to acknowledge him, and who, 
to keep the better together, afurnedthe Title of THE LEAGUE, 
ſheltercd themſelves under the Authority of the Pope, and were 
ſupported by the Aſſiſtance of Philip II. King of Spam. A 
great many of thoſe who adhered to him were fo 2 
between the Reſpect due to Principles of Loyalty, and the 
Care that was requilite to be had of the Catholick 
that he could ſcarce confide in them ; at the fame Time 
2 but weak, and he had but very little, indeed, ſcarce 
any Revenue. Laftly, moſt of the great Powers in Chri/ftendom 


Br 


were averſe to him. 

The Emperor, both from ſpiritual and temporal Motives, 
was againſt him, as being deſirous of weakening the Power 
of France. Spain was his declared Enemy, and even formed 
Pretenſions to the French Succeſſion ; all the Friends and De- 
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his own Power, towards which he the 
e neceſlary, was one principal Source of the Trou- 
uſhered in the Reign of y IV. 
the other hand, that brave and heroick Prince had alſo 
Circumſtances that were not a little in his Favour, 
his Prudence ili 
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ſuade bim 

fidering his fanta Iſabella, Grand- daughter to 
Henry ll. Relation to the deceaſed King 
Henry III. her owned ( notwithſtanding the 
. 2 Crown of Frarce ; and in that 


to give her in Marriage to any Prince the States 
is Diſtraction of Intereſts divided the Minds, and 
weakened the Forces of the Leaguers exceſſively. Beſides, 
the King was, in point of perſonal Abilites, in all ReſpeRts, 
very much ſuperior to any of the Faction that oppoſed him. 
Thoſe who ſtuck cloſe to him, eſpecially his old Friends, were 
Men of great Probity and diſtinguiſhed Parts; and many of 
them, the braveſt men, and beft Officers in France. He had 
fome Allies alſo owned him in the worſt Situation of Affairs; 
and tho” that alone was a very conſiderable Service, yet 
afterwards aſſiſted him to the utmoſt of their Power; ſu 
as the Queen of Exgland, Elizabeth; the Republick of Ve- 
nice ; the Proteſtant Princes of Germany; and the States of 


He found himſelf obliged to raiſe the Siege of Paris, which 
his Predeceſſor had formed, and to retire into Normandy, in 
hopes of reducing that Province, and ſecuring a Communi- 
cation with England. The Duke de Mayenne followed, and 
came up with Lun at a Village called ue, not far from 


Dieppe, 


ſhould 


; 


* 1 iardi entering tl 
dom, and egory „ having 
who paid Obedience to his Majeſty, both 
this embroiled Things again, and gave new 
LEAGUE. 

The King ſeeing clearly, that his Subjects would never 
univerfally panes Fro and ſubmit to him, while of a dif- 
ferent Religion, took a Reſolution of : himſelf of the 
Faich of the Church of Rome, which he did Ju 15th 1593,. 
and the Year following he was with great ty 
at Chartres, the City of Rheims being not at that Time re- 
duced. This Step produced, and very ſpeedily too, all that the 
King expected from it. 5h 

The People of Paris, who had been his inveterate Enemies, 
and had ſhewn more Confidence and more Conftancy than 
is uſual in the Paſſions of the Populace, immediately changed 
their Minds, and in ſpite of the Duke de Mayenne, put the King 
into Poſſeſſion of the Capital of his Dominions ; and by their 
Example made Way for his becoming Maſter of the whole 
Kingdom, and even of the bittereſt and moſt powerful of his 
Enemies, whom he received to Mercy, and gave them no 

repent their returning to their Duty, and Ia 
down their Arms, ſince he made no Diſtinction between his 


and new Subj 
But for all this, there wanted not ſome, who prompted 


by 
the violent and wicked Opinions mage by Bs LIES 
theſe 


Monks in the time of the Hol, LeaGue, defired 
of the beſt Monarch that Generation had ſeen; ie 
one Fohn Chaſtel, the Son of a ſubſtantial Citizen Paris, 
and himſelf a Boy of nineteen, actually attempted to murder / 
that Prince, aiming a Knife at his Throat, . 
in the Mouth with ſuch Force, as to beat out 
Fore-Teeth, for which, by the Judgment of the Parliament 
of Paris, he was torn to Pieces wild Horſes ; | 
Jeſuits, in conſequence of whoſe | b a 
baniſhed for ever; which Edi the King, unhappily 
aftetwards recalled. 


Leacut; and as King Philip, 
Region, ſtill continued to foment Sedition and Rebellion, Henry 
dechared War againſt him, as being better pleaſed to contend with 
an avowed, 2 with one who was 
right Step, which the King proſe- 
igour, King Philip became inclined to 
= Negotiation ; and this ended in a Peace between the two 
Crowns, called from the Place where it was ſign d, the Peace 
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Henry bad received many 
ices, in Conſideration of which he pardoned him once, and 
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Hopes of 

independent Prince by the help of Spain, that im- 

after he relapſed into the ſame illicit Correfj 

King having diſcovered, cauſed him to be to 
by an 


Arret of Parliament he loſt his Head on the 
July 1602, in the Baſtile, ſhewing, thro* Guilt, 
Courage in his laſt Moments, for which he had 
y famous. 


field and in the Cabinet, was very unfortunate in 
his Family. He was firſt married to Margaret of Yalois, Siſter 
to his Predeceſſor Henry III; a iage unhappy from its Com- 
mencement, which furniſhed Occaſion for the Maſſacre of Pa- 
r, one of the blackeſt and moſt bar barous Actions that ever + 
deformed any Hiſtory. This Princeſs was not indiſcreet only, 
but even di in her Conduct, and the King was far enough 
from being faultleſs in his. 

The Dutcheſs of Beaufort was his favourite Miſtreſs, and like 
ethers in her Condition, was fo proud of her Infamy, and abuſed 
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quence of which Henry IV. eſpouſed Airy de Madicis, Daugh- 
ter to the Grand Duke of Tuſcany. ; 

But notwithſtanding the great Inconveniencies that aroſe 
fron his former Amour with the Ducheſs of Beaufort, the King 
had fallen into another with Madam & Entragues, afterwards 
Marchioneſs de Verne}, to whom he gave under his Hand a 
Promiſe of Marriage, which afforded the Court of Spain an 
Opportunity of ſetting on foot a new Conſpiracy in France, in 
order to alter the Succeſſion, and inſtead of the Dauphin to 
raiſe Ceſar Duke de end ine (the King's natural Son by the 
Lady before-mentioned) to the Throne, which occaſion'd 
much Trouble. 

In reſpect to publick Affairs, Henry was a great and good 
Prince; he loved his Subject, as his Children, promoted Trade, 
and maintained Juſtice throughout his Territories. He was not 
inclined to diſturb or injure his Neighbours, but rather content 
with his own Dominions ; nay, fo far was he perſuaded, that a 
ſteady and unalterable Ballance of Power was for the common 
Benefit of Chriſtendim, as in the latter End of his Reign and 
Life to form a Deſign of eſtabliſhing it, and thereby cut off Pre- 
tences for Wars in ſucceeding Times, by Means of a perpetual 
Congreſs. 

2 order to this, he thought it requiſite to leſſen the Power 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, by depriving it of thoſe Domicions 
acquired without any juſt Title in /taly, which he propoſed to 
have erected into ſeparate Principalities, as moſt conducive to 
a general Peace, and the common Benefit of the Inhabitants, 
But while he meditated theſe great and glorious Projects for the 
Good of Mankind, and had aſſembled in Champagne a nume- 
rous Army, which was on the very point of marching to put 
them in | Ae nong a Period was put to his Days and Schemes 
by the Hands of Ratvillac, an infamous Aſſaſſin, on the 14th 
2 1610, in the 57th Year of his Age, and 22d of his 

cign. | 

We have no very good Account of the Cauſe of this Aſſaſ- 
fination ; and ſome of the moſt eſteemed amongſt the French 
Hiſtorians give us very broad Hints, that it was never thoroughly 
inquired into; however, various Circumſtances have inclined 
the moſt impartial judges to ſuſpect, that the Lady before - men- 
tioned had a deep Hand in this Affair, and that the Partizans of 
Spain were far enough from being ignorant of it: At leaſt thus 
much is evident, that his Death could not have happened more 
luckily than it did for that Nation, even if they had, as it is 

ſuggeſted they had, the An” + of it. 
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This great Monarch left behind him three Sons and as 
Daughters, viz. the Dauphin; the Duke of Orlcans, who did 
not long ſurvive him; and John Baptift Gaſton, then ſtiled Duke 
of Anjou, and after his Brother's Death Duke of Orleans; Eli. 
zabeth, married to Philip IV. of Spain; Chriſtina, who eſpouſed 
Victor Amadeus Prince of Pfedmant, atterwards Duke of Savey; 
and Henrietta Maria, Conſort to Charles I. of Great Britain. 
Henry IV. annexcd to the Crown, Bearne, Bigore, together 
with the Counties of Fix and Breſſe, which were his private 
Patrimony. 

Lew:s Nm. ſucceeded in the ninth Vear of his Age, under 
the Tuition of his Mother Mary de Medicis ; and on the 17th 
of Ocklaber 1610, was with great Solemnity crown'd at Rheims 
by the Cardinal de Foyrnſe. The famous Marquis de Rheſny, 
at this Time Duke de Sulli, who had managed the Finances in 
the late Reign with fo great Ayplauſe, reſigned almoſt as ſoon as 
this began; and tho” the Princes of the Blood, and great Lords, 
made very high Profeſſions of Loyalty upon the King's Mur- 
der, yet the Court quickly fell into Confuſions. 

This aroſe in part from the ill Management of the 
Regent, entirely governed by an Italian Chamber-maid, whuſe 
Name was Elranor Galligai, and her Huſband Conchino Con- 
chini, whom ſhe had made Marſhal of France, by the Title 
of Marſhal d Ancre; and in part alſo from the boundleſs 
Ambition of the Princes and Grandees, who could not fail of 
laying hold of ſo favourable a Conjuncture as a Minority, to 
render themſelves in a manner abſolute in their reſpective Go- 
vernments. 

'This bad Behaviour and immoderate Power of theirs, pro- 
duced many and great Inconveniencies to the People, who, tho 
Jeſs expoſed than at preſent to the Oppreſſion and Fleecing of 
the Crown- Officers, were nevertheleſs as much oppreſſed and 
fleeced by thoſe Princes and Lords, who, tho” they ſometimes 
mentioned them in their Speeches and Manifeſtos againſt the 
Court, yet never thought of them at any other Time, but com- 
promis'd their Differences with the Adminiſtration on private 
and perſonal Conditions, without the ſmalleſt Notice taken of 
the Publick. 

In this manner things went on till the Year 1615, when 
the young King efpouſed the Infanta Anna of Auſtria, at the 
ſame time his Sriter married her Brother Philip IV. By this 
Ma:ch the Courage of the Court was ſo much raiſcd, that they 
adventured to arreſt the Prince of Cande, who was looked on 
as the Head of the Makcontcnts, even in the Louvre; and 

how 
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how bold a Stroke this was accounted at that Time, 


from hence, that Themines the Captain of the Guards who per- 
formed it, was for this Service immediately promoted to the 
Rank of Marſhal of France. 

The King was now, in the Eye of the Law, Major, and 
ſuppoſed to have the Direction of Affairs entirely in his own 
Hands; but they were much more ſo in thoſe of Marſhald” Ancre, 
and none were ſuffered in the Royal Preſence who were ſuſpect · 
ed of having Capacity enough to talk to their Maſter on 
Subjects. Yet theſe Precautions did not long avail. There 
was 2 young Gentleman about the Court, whoſe name was 
Lines, who, by his Dexterity in Hunting, was mightily in the 
King's Favour ; and this Qualification grving the 's Fa- 
vourites no Umbiage, he was allow'd tree Acceſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, and even permitted to entertain him by his Bedſide, in 
confidence that he would diſcourſe only of T rifles. 

But, as it often falls out, the Politicians quite miſtook their 
Man. Luynes, inſtead of Horſes and Hounds, talk'd to the 
King of the Diſtreſſes of the Kingdom, the Diſcontents of the 
Nobility, and his own unworthy Uſage ; all of which he im- 
puted to the Marſhal 4” Fncre, hinting alſo, that as he had ob- 
raincd it under one, he might think another Minority the moſt 
convenient thing in the World for ſecuring or perpetuating his 
Greatneſs. 

The King, who was naturally timorous, needed nothing 
more to drive him into Action, and therefore he reſolved to be 
beforchand with the Marſhal ; with a view to which, Orders 
were ſent by his Favourite Luynes to Vitry Captain of the Guards 
to arreſt him, which he performed April 24th 1617, as he en- 
tered the Louvre. | 

The Marſhal ſtepping back, as if he intended to have drawn 
his Sword, inſtantly received three Piſtol Shots into his Breaſt, 
and dying on the Spot, his Corps was afterwards expoſed to the 
Fury of the Populace ; his Wife was condemned as a Sorcereſs, 
to have her Head cut off, which was executed in the Place de 
Greve, and Vitry made Marſhal of France, for having ſo tho- 
roughly executed the Commands of his Maſter, 

We may from hence date the Adminiſtration of Lewis XIII. 
who had hitherto little more than the Title of King ; and to 
ſay the Truth, it is almoſt all he was capable of having; but 
however, he thought Power was as well in the Hands of his 
own, as the Queen-Mother's Favourites ; and therefore threw 
oft Reſtraints of that Sort entirely. The Queen-Mother, who 


loved governing, or rather that thoſe who governed her ſhould 
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govern, was exceedingly diſpleaſed, and in the Year 1615 retired 
with the Duke 4 Epernon into Angoul ſue, which proved the 
Cauſe, or at leaſt the Pretence, for exciting freſh Diſorders. 

She was however quickly reſtoted to the King's Favour, by 
the Interpoſition of the Biſhop of Lugon, whom ſhe had brought 
into his Councils; and whoſe Abilities and matchleſs Ingratitude 
to her who raiſed him, made him ſufficiently known after wards 
when he obtained the diſtinguiſhed Tile of Cardinal Richelieu. 

All this Time Luynes continued the Favcurite, obtained the 
Conſtable's Staff, and was as powerful, and conſequently ag 
much hated, as ever Marſhal 4 Aucre lad been. The Biſhop of 
Lugon, as yet only Secretary of State, and who came but ſlow- 
ly into Credit with the King, contributed not a little to it, by 
writing, or at leaſt cauling to be written, The Life of the 
Canſlable ve Luxa, a Spanifh Favourite; in which not only 
Luynes's Character was very freely treated, but the King him- 
ſelf had his Picture drawn, and his Temper and Capacity diſ- 
played, in Terms not at al: to his Ad: antage. 

y theſe Arts, but moſt of all by the Indiſcretion of Luyres 
himſelf, who was ambitious, vain, and inſolent, he ſunk in the 
King's Favour, who only looked for a fair Opportunity of 
humbling him, when Fortune ſecured her Child from falling, 
by cutting the Thread of his Life when he enjoyed as yet the 
greateſt Plenitude of Power. 

It was from this Minifter that the King firſt received that 
Plan which he afterwards fteadily purſued, for weakening and 
deſtroying the Proteſtant Party in his Dominions ; as long as he 
lived, the Conſtable: aſũſted in the Proſecution of it, and the 
laſt Act of his Life was the Siege of Monfeur, towards the 
End of which he died ; but the Notions he had put into the 
King's Head were far from dying with him; and notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe of the Reformed Religion had great Strength, and 
continued to defend themſelves vigorouſly, yet their Power 
gradually diminiſhed, and they were very glad to accept of 
ſuch 'Truces as the King would grant them, iu order to reco- 
ver themſclves and recruit their Forces. 

In 1622, the Duke of Rohan, who was one of the principal 
Nobility of that Party, ſubmitted to the King, after his la- 
jeſty had taken 17orpe/ier, and reduced the greateſt Part of 
Guienne. His Najcity then proceeded to Av gion, and cxer- 
Cited there all Acts ot overeignty, which had not been done 
by his Predeceflors for a long Time before, He went from 
thence to Grenoble, and ſo to Lys in the Month of Novem- 
ber following, When the Lilhop uf La, au reccived * 
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dinal's Hat, and was from thenceforward conſidered as Prime 
Miniſter ; gaining in à ſhort Time ſuch an Aſcendency over 
his Maſter, that the King was more diſtinguiſhed by being the 
Inftrument of his Miniſter's Projects, than as the Ruler of fo 
great a Kingdom. 

This Monarch was far from wanting Capacity, or even from 
being indolent, but he had a Weakneſs of Conſtitution, a natu- 
ral Timidity in his Temper, and little or no Education, fo that 
he was, generally ſpeaking, ſenſible of his Unfitneſs to ſuſtain the 
Weight of Government, and was glad todevolve it upon other 
Men's Shoulders ; but then he was apt to grow jealous of their 
Authority, and repine at the Sight of that Grandeur of which 
himſelf, aud that too for his own Sake, was the fole Author 
and Cauſe. 

Hitherto he had been governed by. a Favourite, of very li- 
mited Abilities ; but his new Miniſter was a Man of quite ano- 
ther Caft. He had a Capacity as extenſive as his Miniſtry re- 
uired, and a Spirit capable of ſupplying the Defect of it in his 
laſter. He laboured all he could to make the King eaſy and 
great; he indulged his Foibles, and extended his Authority; 

but in doing this, he never conſidered the Means, whether good 
or bad, or had the leaſt Concern for the Conſequences, whe- 
ther ſalutary or oppreſſive. 

He poſſeſſed his Mafter with an Opinion that his Govern- 
ment could not be either glorious or ſecure, till he had com 
three Points. The firſt was, the Suppreſſion of the Proteſtants; 
for while they ſubſiſted, and had ſtrong Towns in their Hands, 
he was Maſter of only a Part of his Subjects, and not of his 
whole Kingdom. The ſecond regarded the Princes of the 
Blood, and the great Lords who were intruſted with the Go- 
vernment, who, forgetting that they owed all thoſe Marks of 
Diſtinction to the Favour of the Court, were very apt to pick 
Quarrels with the Miniſtry, and to turn the Force in their 
Hands upon their B-nefa&tors. In the third place, he ſhewed 
the King that he could never be Maſter at home, while there 
was a Power ſuperior to his own abroad, more eſpecially if 
that Power was his ?"cighbour, 

In ſhort he infinuated, that ruining the Proteſtants, and 
abaſing the Nobility, were the ſole Means of making the King 
eaſy within his Realm, as reducing the Power of the Houſe of 
Auſtria was a Point abſolutely neccflary to make room for the 
Gallic Monarchy, and to give it that Credit with the reſt of 
the Powers of Europe, that it mctited by its Situation and 
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The King ſaw this Project in the moſt advantageous Light 
poſſible ; for it ſuited exactly his inclinations, and agreed in 
every reſpect with his manner of thinking. He had been bred 
with ſtrong Prejudices againſt thoſe of the Reformed Religion; 
he had very warm Reſentments, from the Uſage he had met 
with from his Grandees ; and had Ambition enough to defire 
that his Reign ſhould be fignalized by Victories and Conqueſts. 

He came therefore very readily into the Propoſals made by the 
Cardinal; and conceiving rightly enough of his own Want of 
Strength, and of the bold, enterprizing, and yet folid Geniug 
of his Miniſter, he reſolved to put the Exccution of his Plan 
entirely into his Hands, and to give him all the Aſſiſtance his 
Authority could fupply, for bringing it in every reſpect to full 
Perfection. : 

He began with the Preteſtants, and the manner in which he 
treated them was ſuch, that they ſaw plainly enough 22 
had to expect; and thereſore exerted themſelves to the u 
for their own Protection and Preſervation. They knew they 
had a Title to their Privileges by the Laws, and when Force 
was made uſe of to overturn thoſe Privileges, they thought it 
both reaſonable and juſt to have recourſe to the fame Method 
for their Defence. 

To render this more effectual, they found it neceſſary to ap- 
ply themſelves to their Neighbours of the fame Religion for Aſ- 
fiftance, which was promiſed them by King Charles I. of Great 
Britain, though he marricd his moſt Chrittian Majeſty's Siſter. 
"The French King perſiſted however, in the Reſolution to exe- 
cute his, or rather the Cardinal's Scheme ; and accordingly laid 
Siege to Rachelle, one of the ſtrongeſt Places in the Hands of the 
Proteſtants, and a very convenient Port, by which, fo long as 
it continucd in their Hands, they might always have Succuurs 
from England. 

This Siege laſted a whole Year, in which Time the Engiiþ 
made two fruitleſs Attempts to telicve it; and the Place was at 
laſt taken by a Contrivance of the Cardinal's, who commanded 
the King's Army in Chief, and had two Lieutenant-Generals 
acting under him; for he found means to run a Dyke acroſs the 
Canal, by which they received Proviſions and Succours, tho' 
with infinite Labour, Expence and Trouble ; and theſe beirg 
intercepted, the Inhabitants were forced to ſurrender, and ſub- 
mit themſelves to the King's Mercy, who entered the Place in 
Triumph November 1, 1628. 

By this Blow, the Protcftants in France were brought fo 
low, that many of their greet Men ere cbligzd to quit the 
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Kingdom ; and ſome. deſpaĩting of their Cauſe, thought it belt 
to embrace the prevailing Religion. Vet it was not judged ex- 
pedient to proceed in this Mattcr with Violence, the Cardinal 

ending the War was not carried on ſo much to make them 
g od Catholicks as good Subjects ; but he very well knew that 
when once their Power was gone, the Religion of the King and 
Court muſt by Degrees prevail. 

The King was deſirous that his Brother ſhould marry the 
Princeſs de Montpenſier, who was of the Blood Royal, and a 
very rich Heireſs; but Manſicur, fo the King's Brother is 
ſtiled in France, diſliked the Match, and was rather inclined 
to marry ſome Foreign Princeſs ; upon which, the Cardinal 
cauſed Marſhal 4 Ornans, and the Count de Chalais, whom 
he ſuſpected to have given that Prince this Advice, to be arreſt- 
ed; the latter was ſoon brought to his Trial before a Court 
contrived for that Purpoſe, in which Faculty the Cardinal ex- 
celled, was condemned by them to loſc his Head, and loſt it ac- 
cordingly ; and it is ſuppoſed the former would have ſhared the 
ſame Fate if he had not died in Priſon. 

The Duke of Orleans was at fuſt very angry, and ſhewed 
great Reſentment at the Uſage his Friends had met with; but 
at laſt he thought fit to fall into the Cardinal's Scheme, and 
married the Princeſs that had been jud.:ed fit for him. By this 
Step the Cardinal ſhewed what the great Lords of the King- 
dom were to expect, when he made fo little Ceremony of hum- 
bling the firſt Prince of the Blood, and the preſumptive Heir 
of the Crown. 

A War breaking out in Italy, the Cardinal went thither in 
Perſon, commanded the King's Armies in Chief, and the Mar- 
ſhals Cr:qui, De la Farce, and Schamberg, acted under him; 
It is faid he had in View the marching into the Neighbourhood 
of Rame, in Caſe the Pope, who was then ſick, had died, in 
order to have forced the Cardinals aſſembled in Conclave, to 
advance him to that Dignity. | 

In the mean time a powerful Party was formed at Court 
azainſt the Miniſter, of which the Queen was the Head; the 
Marſhal de Marillac, his Brother the Keeper of the Seals, the 
Cardinal de Berulle, the Duke e Bellegurde, and the Marſhal de 
Baſamtiere, were the principal Perſuns concerned. The 
King was at this Time ſick at Lyon:, and in a Council held by 
theſe great Men, ſeveral Methods were propoſed of treating 
the Cardinal under the new Reign; but the King recovered, 
and the Miniſter having exact Information of every Man's 
dentiments, to ſhow the full Extent of his Power, and at the 
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ſame time and in the ſame Proportion of his Reſentment, pu. 
niſhed every one of them according to his Vote at that Council. 

The Marſhal de Aarillac he put to Death, the Keeper of the 
Seals loft both his Place and Eſtate, the Cardinal de Berulle died 
of Poiſon or Grief, the Duke de Bellegarde was removed from 
Court, and Marſhal Baſomprere impriſoned in the Baftile. This 
offended the Queen-Mother highly; but the King was fo far 
from ſhewing any Concern for her Reſentment, that he ſent 
her Orders to retire to her Houſe ; upon which ſhe withdrew in 
Diſcontent, and went ſoon aftcr out of the Kingdom, carrying 
her favourite Son the Duke of Orleans with her. 

It was not long before this produced an Iuſurrection, at the 
Head of which were the Dukes de Bouiilæn and Hentinarency; 
but their Forces were defeated at Ca/telnaudari, and the latter 
taken Priſoner. The King then oftered his Brother his Pardon 
for what was paſt, but he inſiſted upon the Pardon of the Duke, 
which was poſitively refuſed. And he was ſoon after brought 
to Thoulauſe, where he was condemned for High Treaſon, and 
the 3oth of September 1632, loſt his Head publickly upon the 
Scaffold, tho” he was the laſt of the Family, which was looked 
upon as the beſt in France. 

Upon this the Duke 4: Bouillon thought proper to witl. draw 
into Germany; and the Qucen-Mother, and the Duke of Or- 
leans, who had returned again to Court, retired into the L:w 
Countries, and put themſelves under the Protection of the Court 
of Spain. I have thrown all theſe Facts together, that the Read- 
er may the better perceive with what inflexible Steadincſs the 
Cardinal proſecuted the ſccond Part of his Plan. 

We are next to confider the Methods by which the laſt Part 
of his great Project was carried on; and with Regard to 
this, we are to obſerve, that the Cardinal perceiving the great 
Advantage the Situation of France gave him of acting at once 
againſt both Branches of the Houſe of Au/?ria, continued to 
embarraſs Spain by a War in /taly, in which ſeveral of the 
little Princes of that Country were at all Times ready to 
offer their Service to France; and cn the other hand he found 
Means to diſtreſs the Emperor by ſupporting the Proteſtants 
in Germany, and calling in the King of Stw:dcn to their Aſ- 
ſiſtance, at the ſame me that he was deſtroying them in 
France. | 

But all this could nut be done without maintaining a con- 
ſiderable Force, and acting on many Sides at cHce, which 
none of the former Ning, dt France had been able to do; but 
the Cardinal found . ays and Means to keep up numerous 
Armies, commanded by Officers entirely dspen ing upon the 
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King, or rather upon himſelf, which at the ſame time that they 


acted againſt the Enemies Abroad, kept the Diſcontented in 
Awe at Home. 

Thus in 1635, when the King declared War againſt Spain, 
after acting againſt that Crown tor ſeveral Years t r un- 
der Pretence of aſſiſting his Allies, he was obliged to have ſive 
Armies in the field, one in the Low Countries, another in 
Germany, a Third in Italy, a Fourth in Franche Comte, and a 
Fifth in Rowſſillon, beſides two Fleets, one under the Command 
of the Archbiſhop of Beurdeaux, and another under ſeveral 
Officers. 

It is very true, that theſe Fleets were far from being confider- 
able; but however, it is rather wonderful that he had any Fleets, 
than that they were ſmall; for, in fact, his Father had not fo 
much as a Ship of War. But the Cardinal was the great Spring 
and Manager of all; he commanded the Armies of France, when 
it was nece ſſary, with the Power of Conſtable ; and he aſſumed 
the entire Direction of Naval Affairs, with the Title of Grand- 
Maſter in Chief, and Sur-Intendant-General oi the Navigation 
and Commerce of France. 

As he had thus, under one Title or other, the whole Power 
of the Kingdom in his Hands, he was the firſt that ſhewed the 
mighty Refources of France; and par.ly by Force, partly by 
Fraud, ſometimes by the Help of numerous Armies, but more 
irequently by filent Intrigues, he ſo diſtreſſed and weakened both 
the Emperor and the King of Spain, that they ſaw they were in 
no Condi ion of continuing the War; and at the ſame time 
found themſelvcs at a Lots how to extricate themſelves by a ſafe 
and honour. 1: Peace. 

In former "Times they had been able to create Diverſions in 
France, by aflilting ſuch Lords as were diſcontented with the 
Court; they tried the ſame Method now, but not with their 
uſual Succeſs : For in the Year 641, the Count de Saiſſans, a 
Prince of the Blo d, and a muſt iu veterate Enemy to the Car- 
dinal, lot his Lite in the Battle cf Scan, after he had obtained 
the Victory z and it is thought was aſlaſſinated by a Perſon em- 
ploved for that Pu: pofe by the Cardinal. 

Ile Duke de Heuitlon, who was alſo engaged in this Affair, 
retired into the Hong Fortreſs of Scdan, of which he was So- 
vetcign, and which in thoſe days was looked upon as impregna- 

le; yet ſcarce thinking himſeit in Safety there, upon the V ing's 
Approach he came vi, and threw kimfclf at his rect, by which 
Mans ke received at that 1 ime his Life, from a well timed 
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But the Cardinal practiſed this Method with ſuch Succeſs, in 
Favour of France, as not only produced immediate and umpor- 
tant Effects, but ſuch alſo as fur ever weakened the Power of 
both thoſe Potentates. Thus, on the Part of Spain, Catalomia 
was engaged to revolt, which drew the entire Attention of the 
Spaniſh Miniſtry on that Side, and ſo made way for the Houſe 
of Braganga to mount the I hrune of Portugal, and maintain 
itſelf on the other, 

In Germany, beſides bringing many Princes into a cloſe 
League againſt the Emperor, his own moſt able and ſucceſsful 
General, Count Malliſtein, afterwards Duke of Friedland, was 
debauched from his Obedience, and encouraged to think of ren- 
dering himſelf Maſter of his native Country of Bohemia. And 
ſomany Adventurers at the Head of mercenary Armies were ſup- 

ed by France in the Empire, that the Chief of it knew not 
— to act; and all the Members of the Germanic Body found 
themſelves obliged to let France dictate the Terms of Peace, 
which were the ſole Contrivance of this Cardinal, tho” it was not 
till after his Demiſe, that this ſubtil Scheme of his was executed 
in its full Extent by his Succeſſor Cardinal Mazarin. 

The Part that Britain might have taken in ſuch a buſy Scene, 
was doubtful ; and therefore, by way of Prevention, or Precau- 
tion, the Scots were ſtirred up againſt King Charles I. and en- 
couraged (to revenge the Succours he had given the Racheller:) 
to demand the Protection of France againſt their natural Prince. 
"This Humour ſpreading Southward, produced the Civil War, 
in which the Cardinal held Intelligence with both Parties (that 
is, in the Beginning) and by inſinuating evil Impteſſions of one 
Side to the other, prevented all Poſſibility of Reconciliation, 
which brought on the End. | 

In Italy and in Helland, the fame Methods were purſued ; 
and the mighty Honours paid by the Frexch Ambatladors to 
the then Prince of Orange, were calculated to kindle thoſe 
Jealouſies and Heart-burnings, that were very near ſubverting 
that Commonwealth. By Arts like theſe, Cardinal Riche- 
lieu in a very ſhort Space of Time intirely changed the Face 
of Things; and from overgrown Power, unreaſonable Influ- 
ence, and a kind of univertal Monarchy, reduced the Houſe 
of .1/{ria to extreme Weakneſs on one Side, and to 2 very 
limited Authority on the other, drew over many of its Allies, 
and frighted the reſt from ſhewing any Affection towards that 
Fami. So that we may from herce diſcern what valt Deſigns 
one teſtleſs aud able Genius can effect, when it has its full 
Scope and fit Vfutter to work upon, which wes preciſely this 
XIiniſter's Cat. | 
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Theſe mighty Things performed for the Service of the Freneb 
Monarchy, as well as enlarging the Power of the King, 
they raiſed Cardinal Richeliea in the Opinon and Eſteem of his 
Maſter, yet were they very far from gaining his Affection. We 
have already given the Reader his Character, and from hence it 
will appear that he was incapable of loving any thing, from the 
natural Limidity of his I emper ; which prompting him to part 
with his Authority for the Support of his Crovernment, at the 
ſame time inclined him to be extremely jralous and ſuſpicious 
of thoſe to whom he parted with it, though they managed it 
ever ſo much to his Advantage. 

He had been governed in his Minority, and for ſome Years 
after, by the Queen his Mother, whom he treated in the re- 
maining Part of his Reizn with great Rigour, not to call it In- 
humanit. He made Uſe of his Favourite the Conſtable Luynes 
to humble ali that had been attached to his Mother, yet he 
conceived fuch Envy and Hatred towards him, as was ab- 
ſolutely unbecoming a Prince; for he was wont to complain, 
that his Palace was nat big encugh ta hald twa Kings. And 
when the Eugliſb Ambaſſador went to confer with the Con- 
ſtable, who acted as Prime Miniſter, he ſaid to them that 
were about him, The Ambaſſaior is gane to take his Audience 
of the King Luynes. Nay, when the Conſtable came into 
his Preſence, with many ot the Nobility about him, he ſhewed 
his Uneaſineſs, and the Weaknels of his Temper till more, 
by whiſpering to ſome that were near him, Zcre comes the 
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He was afraid of the Biſhop of Lauren's Abilities, becauſe he 
believed him devoted to his Mother, and on that Account re- 
maved him once from his Council; but when he perceived his 
Ambition was fo great, as to extinguiſh all Sentiments of Gra- 
titude fur the Princeſs who had rated him, he konoured him 
with his intire Confidence, procured kim a Hat from Rome, 
and made him as abſulute both in Church and State, as it was 
poſſible for him to be. 

Yet by Degrees he grew jealous even of bim; and as his 
Power was infiaitely ſuperior to that of former Miniſters, or to 
fay the Truth, than that of furmer Kings, be hated him in the 
fume Proportion. The Cardinal, who knew his Maſter's Tem- 
per exactly, and that he could no more be without a Favourite 
than a Miniſter, judged it convenient to give him one, a Man 
ot an agreeable Behaviour, and under greet Obligations to hime 
lelt, ty prevent a worſe Ciwice. i 

Toe Perſon he pitched upon was M. Cinguemare, the Son of 
ſe Lale Alarſnal 4 Eat, whoſe Fortune he hed made, * 
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of whole Fidelity therefore he thought himſelf ſecure. But the 
King corrupted his Favourite, by making him the Confident of 
his Averſion for his Miniſter. B. ſides, the Ambition of the 
young Man was as boundleſs as that of the Cardinal ; and he 

formed in his own Breaſt ſuch Schemes of Greatneſs, as he 
was ſenſible could not be reconciled to the Views of Richelicu. 
It was natural for him therefore, according to the Policy of 
Courts, to with the Defirnction of a Miniſter, whoſe Power 
was incompatible with his Hopes. 
He was ſenſible, that notwithſtanding his Obligations to 
him, the King would not be diiplcaſed with the Cardinal's 
Fall; but he was ſenſible at the fame time, that his Maſter 
wanted Spirit to accompliſh what he defired ; and this drove 
him to think of the deſperate Method of depriving Riche- 
lien of Life and Fortune at once by an Afſlauffination. He 
remembered the Fate of the Queen-Mother's Favourite, and 
that it was the firſt Step to the Greatneſs of Luynes ; and 
he had himſelt an Intrigue with a great Princeſs, whom he 
had Hopes of marrying, if he once arrived at the Dignity of 
Conſtable. 

But by a Train of unforeſeen Accidents, and that Confu- 
fion of Mind, which is natural to Men who are embarked 
in dark and dangerous Deſigns, he did not carry this Conſpi- 
racy againſt the Cardinal into Execution, in the Manner he 
intended; and the Conſequence of this was, that in this Seaſon 
of Delay, the Cardinal came to be informed of all that had been 
contrived againſt him. 

He did not immediately take that Vengeance which might 
have been expected from a Main of his Spirit and Reſolution, 
which was in ſome meaſure owing to the Circumſtances of 
Affairs, but more to an Indiſpoſition of Body; he kept there- 
fore at a Diſtance from the Couit, took the neceſſary Precautions 
for the Security of his Perſon, and very wiſely waited to fee 
What Time would produce. 

M. de Cinquemars, who could not but perceive the Danger he 
was in, had recourſe for his Security to Meafures which 
ended in his Deſtruction. He knew that the Duke of Or- 
leans, the King's Brother, hated the Miniſter as heartily as 
he did; he knew that the Duke de B:uill;n, and others of 
the principal Nobility, were of the ſame Sentiments; he thought 
thereforc if he could engage them in his Party, and draw them 
info a Treaty with Span, they might make themſclves ſure 
of Safety, if not of 2::cce's ; and in this Deſign he pro- 
ceeded fa cher then in tl. e former, for thile great Men came 

readily 
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Feadily into his Purpoſe; and by the Aſſiſtance of Mr. Fun- 
traiiles, the Treaty with his Catholick Majeſty was actually 
concluded. 

The principal Articles of this Treaty were, that the King 
of Spain thould furniſh A/onfiew with twelve thouſand Fout, 
and five thouſand Horſe, ſhould ſupply him alſo with four 
hundred thouſand Crowns fer levying Soldiers in France, and 
twelve thouſand Crowns a Month towards their Pay. The 
Duke de Bonill;n was to have a Penſion of forty thouſand 

Towns, and NI. Cingu mars the fame. The latter commu- 
nicated the whole State of theſe Affaits to his Friend M. de Thou, 
a Man of great Worth and Probity, who diſſuaded him from 
proceeding on this Scheme, and expreſſed a juſt Foreſight of 
the dreadtul Calamities with which, whatever Turn it took, it 
muſt be inevitably attended. 

The Cardinal's withdrawing from Affairs produced many 
Inconveniencies, which the King quickly perceived, and had 
Senſe and Penetration enough to diſcover that the Ruin of 
Richelieu's Power would be attended with that of his Autho- 
rity, of which he was ſtill more jealous than of his Miniſter : 
This ſoon led to a Reconciliation ; and the Queen, who hated 
the Cardinal as much as any of his Enemi-s, having been in- 
formed by the Duke of O. ans of ſome Part of his Deſign, and 
perceiving it would be attended with diſagrecable Conſequences 
to herſ-lf, in caſe of the King's Death, diſcovered all the knew 
to the Cardinal, notwithſtanding her Averſion to him. The 
King was no fooner acquainted with this, than he conſidered it 
in the ſame Light the Cardinal wiſhed he ſhould conſider it, as 
a downright Conſpiracy, and tending to a dangerous Rebellion. 

The Duke de Bauilaon, M. Cinquemars, and M. de Ten 
were ſeized ; the Viſcount d- Fantrailles took care to withdraw 
in Time, and thcreby eſcaped the Fate of his Friends. M. 
Cingucmars, and M. de Thau were condemned, the former for 
Trcafon, and the latter for concealing that Trerſon when 
diſcloſed to him, to loſe their Heads; and this Sentence was 
immeciately put in Execution. M. Cinguemars was not much 
piticd, but the whole Nation was under a remarkable Concern 
tor XI. de Thau, who was the Son cf the great Preſident of the 
fume Name, and was thought to have owed his Death to the ill 
Character deſervedly given by the Preſident to the Uncle of the 
Cardinal, in his admirable Hiſtory. 

As for the Duke de Beuillen, though this was not either 
his firſt or his ſecond Offence, yet his Life was ſpared upon 
Lis furreaderiag into the King's Hands the Citadel and Princi- 
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pality of Sedan, which was his Property, and was a Place of 
very Conſequence. Thus ended a Conſpiracy, which 
I of deſtroying either the Perſon or Power of the Cardinal, 
contributed to the Security of the former, and, it poſſible, to 
ads ſtabli 

The Year 1642 was alike fatal to the Enemies of the Cardinal 
de Richelieu, and to himſelf. On the third of July the Queen 
Mother, Mary de Melicis, breathed her laſt at Calagn, in the 
-cighth Y ear of her Age, having ſuffered a long Perſecu- 
tion, and ſpent ſome Years in Baniſhment, from the unnatural 
Severity of her Son, and the unrelenting Hate of the Car- 
dinal, though ſhe had been a moſt tender Mother to the for- 
mer, and a very kind Miſtreſs to the latter, who was indebted 
to her for his firſt Preferments, and for his Introduction to 
that Power, which with fo much Inhumanity he had exerciſed 
againſt her. 

On the elzventh of September following, Cinguemart and 
de Thau loſt their Heads at Lyons ; and on the twenty-ninth 
of the fame Month Scdun was yielded into the King's Hands. 
"Theſe great and happy Turns of Fortune ſcemed to reprieve the 
Cardinal from the Grave. He had long lamguiſhed under a pain- 
ful and dangerous Diſtemper, which terminated at length in 
a Cancer in his Arm, which the Phy ſicians could not cure, 
and to the Anguiſh which it created they could, with all their 
Skill, give little or no Relicf. 

His Strength decayed daily, and with it his Spirits ſunk ſo 
much, that he was unable to riſe; yet he quitted the City 
of Lyons the Day that thoſe Gentlemen were executed, and was 
carried in a Litter on Mens Shoulders to Forntainbleau, where 
the King then was. He came thither in O-7/9ber, quittcd his 
Bed, waited on his Majeſty with as much Affiduity, and ap- 
plied himſelf to Buſineſs with as much Vigilance and Acti- 
vity as ever. But after Six Wecks Reſpite his Diftemper 
attacked him again in ſuch a Manner, as lett him no Hopes of 

The King did him the Honour of a Viſit, and expreſſed 
much Concern at the Condition in which he found him; 
but there is Reaton to doubt of the Stncerity of his Ma- 
jeſty's Grief, ſince after the Cardinal's Deceafe, which happen- 
cd on the fourth of December following, he appeared to be ve- 
iy well pleaſed on finding himſelf deliv-red trom a Miniſter 
whoſe Power te dreaded, and from whom he knew not how 


to take it away. 1 
ſtronger 
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A Proof of his Sentiments in this Reſpect was his 
{ting at Liberty, and recalling to Court, ſuch of the Cardi- 
23 as were either impriſoned or baniſhed at the 
Time of his Demiſe; ſuch as the Marſhals de Vitry, de Baſom- 
piere, d Etrees, and ſeveral others ; who immediately returned 
to his Preſence, and were well received. Such are the Virtues 
of ſome Miniſters ! and the Gratitude of ſome Kings 

It was not loug that this Monarch enjoyed that Liberty with 

which he was ſo much pleaſed. He had ſuffered for four Years 
and upwards by a painful Diſtemper, which weakened him ex- 
ccedingly, and which had ſeveral times reduced him to the very 
Point of Death. His bad Habit of Body, and his Neglect of 
all Regimen, made his Malady abſolutely incurable ; and the 
April tollowing the Cardinal's Death, the King found his own 
approaching ſo haſtily, that he thought fit to draw up a Decla- 
ration for ſettling, as far as poſſible, the Government of the 
Kingdom after his Deceaſe. 

EE Re En he Th 
the his Wi ou ent during inori 
of his Son ; that his only Brother, the Duke of Orleans, ſhould 
be the King's Lieutenant throughout the Realm, and Preſident 
of the Queen's Council, and, in cafe of his Abſence, the Prince 
of Conde. This Council of Regency was to be compoſed of the 
Perſons before-mentioned, the Duke of Longueville, — Ma- 
zarin, (for whom Richelieu, 2 little before his had 
procured the Cardinal's Hat,) the Chancellor of France, the 
Sur-Intendant of the Finances, and M. Chavigny. The King 
cauſed this Declaration to be figned the Queen, and by 
Monſieur. The Prince of. Conde the Chancellor carried 
it tothe Parliament of Paris, where it was regiſtered the twen- 
ty-firſt of April 1643. | 

The King ſurvived to the fourteenth of May, and then died 
in exceſſive Agonies both of Body and Mind. He was chiefly 
troubled at his unnatural Severity to the Queen his Mother, to 
whom he had refuſed Leave to return into France when ſhe made 
him the utmoſt Submiſſions, and when he had not the leaſt Rea- 
ton to apprehend any thing from her Return that could give 
him the leaft Uneaſineſs. He regretted likewiſe the Ri of 
Richelies's Adminiſtration, and the Torrents of Blood that had 
been ſhed thereby. 

He annexed the County of Rouſſillon to his Ki and 
inlarged the Royal Authority far beyond its ancient and legal 
Bounds. This was the great, the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick 
of his Reign, which induced me to take ſo much Pains to ſhew 
in 2 narrow Compaſs, how ſo great a Change was brought * 

et 
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Yet after all that has been ſaid, it can be but ĩmperſectly un- 
derſtood, unleſs it be more particularly ſhewn what that 
Change was, which was thus made. 

Betore this time the Nobility were potent, and even the 
meaneſt of the People were in ſome meaſure free; but at 
his Deceaſe the Royal Authority had almoſt ſwallowed up all; 
and Mens Safetics and Fortuncs, as well as Power and Prefer. 

ment, depended on the Will of the King and his Minifters. 
Yet ſuch was the abject Flattery, or rather ridiculous Folly 
of thoſe Times, that his Subjects beſtowed on him the Sir- 
name of Ju; as if he had been more careful in obſerving the 
Laws, and maintaining the ancient and legal Conftitution of 
France, than any of his ig + whereas in fact, he did 
more towards deſtroying it, than all the Kings that had reign- 
od before kim. —@—@ 

It is true, this did not proceed ſo much from himſelf as from 
his Miniſter ; but that Miniſter could have done nothing with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of his Authority; and if he had prefer- 
ed the Welfare of his Subjects to the Poil:flion of bound- 
Ess Power, he would never have given into his Schemes. But 
ſo far was the King from diſapproving the Plan that Richelieu 
had laid down, or dcfiring his Projects might be thrown aſide, 
that he provided to the very laſt, and even by the Declara- 
tion which he ſent to the Parliament, for the putting them in 
Execution, and that in their utmoſt Extent, by givinga Place 
in the Council of Regency to Cardinal Maz rin, the Crea- 
ture and Diſciple of :..che/zcrr, who purſued his Maſter's In- 
ſtructions, if not with cqual Genius, yet with much greater 
Cunning ; ſo that in the 5p.c- of thi:ty-feven Years, ( for fo 
long the Miniftry of theſe two Cardinals laſted) the Deſign of 
rendering the Government of France (which in former I unes 
rclembled the other Gurernments of Eure) an abfulute Mo- 
narchy, was brought to bear, not more to the Oppreſſion and 
Misfortune of thoſe, who from being Subjects only, were made 
Slaves thereby, than to the Terror and Confuſion of all 
Coriftendom ever hr<e. 

It was th ught requifite to inſiſt longer, and to explain 
the Events of this Keizn the more chatly, becauſe it the 
Rader will aitentiveiy conſider them, he mult diſcern why 
France is much moie formivable to her Neigi.bours now than 
ſh: wes formecle, when perhaps ber real Strength was greater, 
and with what Reason there is fo much Jeilouly had of her 
Deſigns beyond thate of ary other Power, We may likewiſe 
f:um the foregoing Account of this extraordinary Reign, de- 
duce tyre Outcry a.ions of the greateit Corn gence i r 

to 


Fe 1 + 


Ty 


15 


ig 31 JH 


$f 


258 
Accompliſhment, and how far they were or were not attended 
with Succeſs. 

Theſe Periods ſhall be from the Acceſſion of the King in 1643, 
to the Peace of the Pyrenees in 1660 ; from that Peace to the 
Treaty concluded at Nimeguen in 1679 ; from the Peace of M. 
meguen to that of Ryſwick in 1697 ; from the Peace of Ryſwick 
to that of Utrecht in 1712 ; from the Peace of Utrecht to the 
Death of Lewis XIV th in 1715. 

By conſidering the Events within theſe five Periods with pro- 
per Attention, we ſhall be able to diſcern how the Government 
of France was entirely modelled into as abſolute a Monarchy 
as ever exiſted; how the Power of that Crown has 
increaſed at the Expence of its Nei „to that formi 
Greatneſs which rendered it the Terror of Europe at the opening 
of the preſent Century, and how it eſcaped being reduced within 
reaſonable Bounds by a grand Alliance, as happily conducted in 
the Courſe of the laſt general War, as it was wiſely concerted 
in the Beginning of it. 


We will begin then with a paſſed 
under the Regency of the Queen - Mother, whoſe firſt and ſet- 
tled Maxim was to increaſe and extend her Authority to the 


- 


utmoſt ; i 
to her Sex, to gain the Hearts, or at leaſt 

principal Perſons of the Kingdom, during the laſt I 
her Conſort ; fo that within four Days after his Deceaſe, 
obtained a Declaration from the Parliament of Paris, by w 
ſhe was appointed folely and fimply Regent of the 
during the Minority of her Son. And within four 
tes 2 Declaration, which intirely cancelled that 
of the late King fizned by herſelf, and approved by the fame 
8 ſhe placed Cardinal Mazarin at the of ber 

ncil | 


As this Miniſter conducted the Affairs of France with 
Variety of Fortune for eighteen Years, and as he is ſu to 
have given his Maſter that Plan of Policy purſued through his 
long Reign ; and which, for any thing that appears to the con- 
trary, is ſtill purſuing ; it will be neceſſary to enter more parti- 
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cularly into his Character, and to ſhew by what Steps he roſe 
from being a mere Adventurer, without any great Pretences to 
Family, Credit or Fortune, to the Rank of firſt Miniſter in a 
Kingdom where he was an utter Stranger till the time he was 
fourty Years of Age. 

He was by Birth a Gentleman of Name; his Enemies in- 
deed have diſputed this, and his Friends never contended for 
any thing more. He ſtudied for ſome time in the Univerũty 
of Salamanca in Spain, but he neither was nor affected to be 

ht learned; while he was at this Univerſity he had 
the Curiofity too common in all Countries, but moſt ſo in 
Italy and Spain, to have the Figure of his Nativity drawn and 
judged by a famous Aſtrologer of thoſe Days, who very po- 
fitively pronounced that he would une Day become Pope; which 
ſhewed his Ignorance, or rather his Fallacy of that pretended 
Art, by which all who put any Truſt in it have been miterably 


He was firſt the Creature of the Houſe of Colonna, into which 
one of his Nieces afterwards married ; his next Patron was 
Cardinal Sachetti; then he became a Captain of Horſe. Being 
taken notice of by Cardinal Antonio Barberini, he laid aſide the 
Military, and aſſumed the Eccleſiaſtical Habit. He was made 
uſe of as an Agent by the French Court in concluding the 
Peace of Caſal, which he performed at the Hazard of bis Life, 
when both Armies were in the Field, in Sight, and ready to 
engage. 

This recommended him to Cardinal Richelieu, who took 
him intirely into his Confidence, procured him a Hat from Rome 
at the Recommendation of his Maſter, and leſt him much in 
his good Graces at the Time of his Deceaſe. Mazarin had a 
fine Perſon, an eaſy and infinuating Addreſs, was poſſeſſed of 
all genteel Accompliſhments, had an Air of Courteſy and Kind- 
nels, ſpoke ſenſibly of Affairs of Importance, agreeably and 
pleaſantly on all other Topicks. In ſhort, he was an able 
Stateſman and a finiſhed Courtier ; but as for Religion, Virtue, 
Honour, Probity, or Regard for the People, they were (to ſpeak 
without Envy or Prejudice) things out of his Way; he did not 
either pretend to them himlelf, nor was he ſuſſ of having 
any Acquairtance with them by others. 

The Affairs of France were in a very flouriſhing Condition 
at the Time the Qucen entered upon her Regency; and her 
Majeſty thought fit to continue the War with great Vigour 
fur many Reaſons, particularly for theſe two; firſt, that ſhe 
might ſatisfy the Princes of the Blood, and other great Perſons 
in the Kingdom, by beſtowing upon them the Command of 

8 2 Armics ; 
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Armies; the other, that ſhe might keep the Dutch, the German 
Princes, and the Swedes, cloſely united to France, and thereby 
find the Enemies of that Crown ſo much Employment in de- 
fending themſclvts, that they ſhould not cither have Temptation 
or Opportunity to enter into avy Intrigues with the Male. 
contents in France. 

Her Views met with Succeſs, the Duke de Anguicn, Son to 
the Prince of Candi, and who afterwards bure bimſelf that 
Title, gained a great Victory over the Spaniards, May 18 
1643, in the Plins of Rocrey, where there were eight thou- 
fand killed and ſeven thouſand taken Priſoners; and foon after 
he made himſelf Maſter of the ſtrong Fortreſs of Thionville. 
The Duke of Orleans likewiſe took Gravelins by the Aſſiſtance 
of the Dutch Flect. The Count du Pleſſis- Pralin puſhed on 
the War in /taly, and the Duke de Breze defeated the Spanifb 
Fleet at Sea; but in that famous Engagement loſt his Head by 
a Cannon-ſhot. In Germany, though the Congreſs was then fit- 
ting at Munſter, the War was carried on with great Vigour, 
but with various Succeſs; and at home the Cardinal 
fit to remove the Chancellor of France, and Mr. Chavigny de- 
cretacy of State, from the Functions of their reſpective Offices, 
and excluded them from Council. 
The Viſcount Tzrenne having been beat in Germany, the 


Duke de Anguien was ſent to his Aﬀiftance, and had 
Succeſs. Tortenſon at the Head of the Swedes having defeated 
the [nperialifts in Bohemia, firuck exceſſive Terror into that 
Part of Germany, to increaſe which the Duke de A guien ad- 
vanced into Stuabia, and on the third of Augu/t 1645, defeated 
Count Mercy, near Nordiingen, where that General, with near 
three thouſand of his Men, loſt their Lives. The Duke then 
carried his Army into Flanders, where he took ſome, and re- 
covered many other Places; but things going very indifferent!y 
on the fide of Spain, the Duke was recalled, and ſent into Cars- 
lania with tte Title of Viceroy ; but from various Accidents he 
had not the ſame good Fortune there, which, as things then 
ſtood, perhaps did not much diſpleaſe the Court. 

In the Year 1647 the City of Naples revolted, and the Duke 
of Guiſe went thither to put himſelf at the Head of the Rebels; 
but in this the Court ef France, as uſual, acted a very double 
Part, that is to ſay, thy ſecretly encouraged the in his 
Enterprize, aud openly difavowed any Concern in it; 
however was very lucky for him, fince the Rebels being defeat- 
ed in the ſucceeding Y car, and himſelf made Priloner, be favcd 
his Life by pretending to be an Enemy to France. ls 
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perial Troops in the Low-Countries, where he made himſelf 
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In the beginning of 1648, the States General of the United 
Provinces concluded at Munſter a Peace with Spain, by which 
that Crown acknowledged them for an Independent Republick, 
with which the Court of France was very far from being 

The Viſcount Turenne, aſſiſted by the Swediſh General 
W- angel, defeated the Impertalifts at Summerhar ſen on the ſeven- 
teenth of May 1648, after which they pillaged all Bavaria. 
The Archduke Leapali had confiderable Succeis with the In- 


Maſter of Lens and other Places; but the Prince of Conde (for- 
merly Duke d Angui-n) put a Stop to his Conqueſts, by de- 
feating his Army near the Place laſt mentioned, on the acth of 
Auguſt 1648; where the Imperialifts loft ſeven thouſand Men, 
thirty- eight Pieces of Cannon, and upwards of an hundred 
Standards and Colours. 

On the twenty-fourth of Oober the fame Year, the Treaties 
of Il eſiphalia were concluded, which have been ſo often men- 
tioned, and by which France gained the Sovereignty of Meta, 
Taul, and Verdun, of which ſhe had been long in Poſſeſſion, 
though by no better Title than that of Force. Alſace was like- 
wiſe yielded to her by this Treaty, to the laſting Prejudice of 
the Empire ; which gave up alſo the important Places of Briſac 
and Phil pſbourg ; ſo that the French were extremely well paid 
for any Aſſiſtance they had given to the Princes and States 
of Germany, in recuvering their Liberties and fecuring their 
Conſtitution. 

Thus the War ended on this Side as much to their 
as they could wiſh, and much more than they could with any 
Reaſon expect; fince the Civil Diſſentions were again broke out 
in France with more Heat and Fury than had ever happened in 
the laſt Reign, as we ſhall preſently ſce; but the War with 
Spain ſtill continued, tho” for that Reaſun on the Side of 
France, with very indifferent Succeſs. 

The Queen-Mother had hither conducted her with 
Eaſe to herſelf, and Reputation to the Crown. But in 1648 a 
Party was formed again the Cardinal, in which the Parliament 
of Paris joined with the Prince of Conti, and the Princes of the 
Houſe of Larrain, and carried things to a very great Height; fo 
high indeed, that the Royal Authority, which had been ex- 
tended beyond all Bourd:, was of a ſudden ſtrangely curtailed; 
and the Parliament, aſſiſted by the Princes, began to take up- 
on them the Supreme Authority. 

If this had ariſen from a real Spirit of Patriotiſm, or had 
been conducted by Men who meant well ta their Country, it 
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might have been highly advantageous to the Nation; but ag 

the Pretenders to Patriotiſm were Men as ambitious of Power 

as the Courtiers, and only took this Method to gain it, the 

Effects of their Proceedings were ſo far from being beneficial 

in any degree to the People, that on the contrary, they turned 

qa the very worſt Deſigns of the 
ret. . 

The Queen, who was a Princeſs of great Spirit, and who 
well r-membered how Richelieu had ſupported his Authority, 
was inclined to follow his Steps; but his Succeſſor Mazarm 
was of a milder Diſpoſition, and knowing that his Adherents 
wiſhed him no better in their Hearts than the moſt violent of his 
Enemies, uſed, or allCted, ſuch Moderation in his Conduct, 
as raiſed him many real Friends. | 

It was by ins Advice that the King ſent a Declaration to 
the Parliament, which was verified by them, to abate ten 
Millions in their Annual Taxes, two Millions in the Exciſes 
of Paris, and to eſtabliſh the ordinary Court of Juſtice, fo that 
no Man could be impriſoned or proſecuted, but by duc Courſe 
of Law. If the Parliament had been contented with this, and 
had taken fair and legal Steps for eftabliſhing the Government 
on a juſt Foundation, | hings might have continued to go well; 
but they were fo evalted with their Succeſs, and preſumed fo 
much on the Tim idity of the Cardinal Miniſter, that in the 
Month of Januar) tollowing, the People made an Inſurrection 
in Paris, and obliged the King, the Queen his Mother, and all 
the Royal Family, to retire with great Precipitation to St. Ger- 


mains ; two Days afterwards the Parliament declared the Car- 


dinal an Enemy to the State, and a Diſturber of the Publick 
Peace ; at the fame time that they endeavoured to raiſe an Ar- 
my to ſupport their Proceedings. 

The upon this recalled the Prince of Candi with his 
Army, which blocked up the City, and ſome Skirmiſhes hap- 
pened wherein there was conſiderable Effuſion of Blood. In 
about fix Weeks Time, however, a temporary Pacification en- 
ſued; the Prince of Conti, and the Duke of lle, and 
the other Grandees, had Places given them ; a general Pardon 
2 and the Cardinal thereby for that Time bought 

1s Feace. * 

At Bottom, however, the ſame Jealouſies remained, or rather 
were increaſ-<d ; for the Parliament hated the Prince of Conde 
for having affitted the Queen, and deſpiſed the other Princes 
for deſerting them. I be Cardinal knowing this, and being 
\-nſible that hi Authority could never be fecure while the 
Princes of the Blood governed at Court, tcok this re 
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in the Beginning of the Year 1650, ſeized and impriſoned 
— and Conti, and the Duke of Longue- 
ville; a Meaſure fo far from being diſliked at Paris, that 
as ſoon as they heard of it the People made Bonfires in the 
Streets. 

But long before the End of the Year Things came about 
again; the Nation in general ſhewed great Concern for the 
impriſoned Princes; the Viſcount Twrenne, with a Body of 
four thouſand Horſe, attempted to have ſet them at Liberty, 
but fail'd ; upon which the Duke of Orleans, the King's Uncle, 
put himſelf at the Head of the diſcontented „ who were 

iſtinguiſhed by the Name of the Frondeurs, which ſignifies 
literally the Singers, and like moſt Party Appellations, ſerved 
only to increaſe the publick Confuſion, which was already but 


too great. 

T he Cardinal finding the Torrent turned, and ing vio- 
lently againſt him, Þ at he nnd nur avoid antuing the Ring 
dom, reſolved to take a bold Step before his Departure; and ac- 
cordingly went in Perſon to Havre, where the Princes were 
confined, and having ſet them at Liberty, ſet out immediately 
for Liege. The People of Paris were no ſooner informed that 
the Princes were free, than they lighted Bonfires in the Streets, 
with as much real Zeal and Sincerity of Heart as they had done 
on the News of their Confinement. 


cluding all Strangers from his Council, 
Cardinals, as too much addicted to the Pope. 
far from giving Satisfaction, that the Prince of Conde, in Con- 
junction with the Duke of Orleans and other Princes of the 
proceeded to raiſe an Army, and to enter into ſecret En- 
gagements with Spain. The Court upon this ſeeing no Hopes 
of an Accomodation, and having more Need than ever of the 
Cardinal's Advice, reſolved to recall him, of which the Parlia- 
ment being informed, in the Month of December following ſet 
a Price upon his Head; tho? in doing this they only ſhewed how 
high on both Sides it was valued. 

In the beginning of the ſucceeding Year 1652, the Cardinal 
returned under an Eſcort of fix thouſand Men, commanded 
by the Marquis de Hecquincourt, who for this great Service 
r France. A new Civil War was now 
opened, and the King, though of to govern by himſelf, 
law his Capital, —z other of — rc. 11 his King- 
dom, declare againſt him; the Prince of Conde had alſo an 
S 4 Advantage 
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Advantage over the new Marſhal, and if it had not been for the 
Prudence of the Viicount Turenne, now reconciled to the Court, 
had entirely defeated the King's Tr 

On the ſ-cond of |} wly another Battle was fought, when the 
Malcconte:uts in their Turn had been totally routed, if the 
re 
the Baſtile to be fired upon the King's Troops, and received the 
Army of the Prince of Candi into the City of Paris. The King 
upon this removed the Parliament of Paris to Pontoiſe, and in 
Auguſt Cardinal Mazarin was again fo diftretl.d that he retired 
a ſecond Time out of the Kingdom. 

Things however took another turn towards the latter End 
of the Year. The Prince of Conde and the Duke of Orleans 
quitted Paris; the King went thither, the Parliament ſub- 
mitted intirely, and in ers Us the Cardinal returned 
in Triumph; the King and his r went two Leagues out 
of Town to meet him, the iſt;ates went in a Body to 
compliment him, and the P by their Bonfircs expreſſed 
their Joy for his Return. The Prince of Conti ſoon after 
married the Cardinal's Niece, and moſt of the Places that 
were held for his Brother the Prince of Conde, ſurrendered to the 


Koop nent pe By x of April 1654, his Majeſty in Parlia- 
ment declared on nes © * E 
Employments. the ſeventh une following, the Ki 
was crowned at Rheims, and Ir 
Oath never to pardon Duels. The War continued all this 
Time with Spain, and the laſt- mentioned Crown gained ſeveral 
Adv and had gained more if Cromwell, who then held 
the ſupreme Power in England, had not, contrary to all the 
Rules of Policy as well as Juſtice, aſſiſted the French both by 
Land and Sea, fo much to the Prejudice of the Ballance of Pawer 
in Europe, that the Effects of his ill Conduct in this Particular 
are very ſeverely felt to this Day. 

The Spaniards finding themſelves in no Capacity of maintain- 
ing a War againſt France and England at the ſame time, wil- 
lingly liftened to Propoſitions of Peace, which was concluded on 
the ſeventh of November 1659, and is that which is ſtiled the 
Peace of the Pyrenees ; and on the ninth of June 1660, Lew:s 
the XIV th eſpouſed the Infanta M. ra Thereſa; in Conſequence 
of which the Prince of Conde obtained his Pardon, the Duke 
of Lorrain was reſtored to his Dominions, and France had a 
f. ir 4 cf Quiet at Home and Abroad. 

'The Duke of Orleans, Uncle to the King, died about this 
Time, as the Cardinal did on the ninth of March 1661, 8 


12651 
behind him 2 ious Fortune to his Family, with this Ad- 
vice to the King, he ſhould never truft any Minifter with the 
like Power. It is certain he purſued ſteadily, though in a very 
different Manner, the Scheme of his Predeceſſor, but did it not- 
withſtanding with the ſame Succeſs. His Genius was exactly 
ſuited to the Times and the Circumſtances of his Miniſtry. 
With this Diſpoſition Richelien had quickly been undone ; and 
with Richelieu's Temper Mazarin would have certainly ruined 
himſelf, and perhaps the Court alſo. Thus ended this 
The King was now in the twenty-third Year of his 3 
and dead do had not diſcovered in his Youth, ade a 
ftrong Inclination or great Capacity for Learning, yet his 
Education had neither been neglefted, as ſome have written, 
nor, as others have ſuggeſted, was the Care taken in this 
reſpect thrown away upon the King, whoſe Parts, if they 
were not quick, were however ſolid, and whoſe Want of fume 
little Scholaſtic Accompliſhments was abundantly ſupp:'icd by 
the Evenneſs of his Temper, and the Strength of his Judg- 


ment. 

The Cardinal obſerving the Weakneſs of his Conſtitution 
while a Child, was more careful of his Health, than of his 
Studies; and as that grew more confirmed, he cauſed him to 
be taught his Exerciſes, which he very gracefully, 
as he had a very fine Perſon. As he grew up, the Cardinal 
took Care to inftrut him by his Converſation, to make him 
well acquainted with the Aﬀairs of the Kingdom, and with 
the true Characters of all the conſiderable Perſons in it; of 
which his Majeſty was very capable, had naturally a Turn 
to Buſineſs, _ could apply himſelf to it with Dili 
and tranſact it with all the Dignity becoming his Rank. He 
had a great Deference for that Miniſter, and the more fo, 
perhaps, becauſe he inſpired him with a Diffidence for every 


elſe. 
ene the Cardinal, his Majeſty was not ſo 
much confid-red as he ought to have been. The old Courtiers 
addicted themſelves to that Miniſter, and to the Queen Mother; 
the younger ones applied themſelves to the Sur - Intendant of the 
Finances, Mr. Fouquet, a Man of lively as we!l as great Abi- 
litics; and who flattered himſelf with the Hopes of ſucceedi 
the Cardinal, tho” he had declared himſclf pretty openly "vain 
him, and had engaged in ſome Intrigues that were afterwards 
Ty to him. 8 
he King began his Adminiſtration with removing that 
Miniſter; and he did it with ſome Circumianccs AD | 
only 


1 
only excuſable in a young Man, that is to ſay, he careſſed him 
exceedingly to render him ſecure, and went in Perſon to 
Nantes at the Time he was arrefted, as if that had been an 
Affair of Importance or Difficulty. 'The Queen-Mother was 
drawn to conſent to this by a Lady who was much in her 
Favour ; but ſhe very ſoon repented it, for the King allowed 
her little or no Share in the M of Affairs after- 
r he treated her always with much Decency and 
Mr. Colbert, who, as himſelf affirmed, was of Scots Extraction, 
and a Creature of the late Cardinal's, ſucceeded him in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Finances, with the Title of Comptroller- 
General, the Sur-Intendant being ſuppreſſed. This Man had 
eat Parts, and a moſt extenſive Genius: he perfectly un- 
ood the King's Humour, and flattered it ; he put him upon 
making himſelf abſolute in the utmoſt Senſ of the Word; by 
his Advice he took from the Parliament of Paris all Power, but 
that of regiſtering his Edicts, againſt which they were for ſome 
time allowed the Liberty of remonſtrating after they were re- 
giſtered ; but of this they were by Degrees depriv 
Theſe, and ſome other Steps of a like Tendency, were taken 
at a I ime of all others the moſt favourable that could be with- 
ed for the King's Purpoſes ; there were few of the great Lords 
in France that retained any thing of their former Power ; the 
Prince of Candẽ was but juſt pardoned, and had Reaſon to avoid 
reviving the Memory of paſt Offences ; the King's Brother, 
now Duke of Orleans, who had married the Princeſs Henrietta 
of Great Britain, was young, and much addicted to his Plea- 
ſures, ſo that there was no body left to oppoſe the Deſigns of 
the Court; and they were carried fo luckily, that the oppoling 
them became very ſoon totally impracticable. 
The three Miniſters then at tne Head of Affairs were le 
Tellier, Calbert, and de Liome, who had Addreſs enough, while 
they governed all Things, to perſuade their Maſter that they 


had nothing at Heart but the complete Execution of the Plan f 


the two Cardinals, which conſiſted in making their Country- 
men Slaves, and extendiag the Power, or at leaſt the Influence 
ot theit Maſter over all Chriſtendam. 

The King bought of Charles II. King of Great Britain the 
Port of Dun#:ir4, which the Cardinal had bren forced to de- 
liver un to Cramwell, the Importance of which was not well 
kuown, or at leatt conſideced by the Engl Court. This 
did not hinder Lets XIV. from taking paic with the Dutch 
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in the War they were engaged in againſt England, and he did 
it with a View of weakening the Maritime Powers, having at 
that 1 ime formed Deſians againſt them both; and in this he 
was but too ſucceſsful ; for while they were ruining each other's 
Fleets, he was raifing and increaſing his, which became quickly 
more conſiderable than it had ever been under any of his Pre- 
dect ſſors. 

In the Spring of the Year 1667, while this War continued, 
he fell very unexpectedly, as well as (the World thought) very 
unjuſtly, upon the Spaniſh Low-Countries, under Pretence of 
maintaining the Rigiits of his Queen, and took a great many 
ſtrong Towns in a very ſhort Space of Time. This effectu- 
ally opened the Eycs of the Engliſb and Dutch, who very ſoon 
compromiſed their Differences by the TI reaty of Breda, and 
quick. y after c-ncluded the famous Triple Alliance (the Crown 
of Sweden making the third Power) with a View of ſetting 
Bounds to France. 

This waz indeed the wiſcſt an! moſt effectual Step that was 
taken for that Purpoſe, in as much as the Allies declared 
roundly to the French Court, that they were reſolved to take 
Part ih the War againſt her, if it was not ſpeedily concluded 
by a fair and equal Peace. This well-timed and well-concerted 
Declaration produced the T reaty of Aix-la- Chapelle, which was 
concluded the 2d of May 1668, by which France gave up the 
Franche Comte which ſhe had conquered, but ſhe kept ſome 
large Diſtricts in the Law -Caunt ies, and ſeveral Cities and 
Towns of great Importance; ſuch as Namur, Charlerey, Aeth, 
Doway, Tournay, Lie, and many others, 

But not long after the Concluſion of the Treaty, this Prince 
found Means to diffolve the 'Friple Alliance, and to engage 
the Engl /þ Court in a Defign of entirely deitroying the 
Dutch ; which was brought about, by is ſending over the 
Ducheſs of O-lcars, who perſuaded her Brother King Charles 
the Second into it, and who at her Return to France, was 
poiſoned in a Fit of Jealouſy by her Hufband, notwithſtanding 
which, the Detign was ſtill carried on by the two Crowns 
againſt the States. 

It broke out in the Spring of 1572, and in the Month of 
AJ, the Ning paſſed the 4/7 e at the Head of one hundred 
thoutend Xleu, and puſhed the Durch within. a Hair's breadth 
of Dltruction ty Land, While the Eng/ifþ with the fame un- 
telenting Fury attacked them by Sea. The generality of Hi- 
ſtori ams very fully afcride the Misfortune of that Republick to 
the tt Cord act at th. it famous P.nfionary Jahn de IFitte, be- 
Cau't uc Lal formerly drawn the States into a cloſe Conjunction 
with 


N ] had 
been adviſed by him, begu burning the 
vaſt ines which the French King had raiſed at Nuys, and 
ether Places in the Territories of German Princes, which it 
was in their Power to have done, all the Diſaſters that after. 


The French King puſhed on his as far as Utrecht, 
in which City he fixed his head Quarters ; but the Prince of 
Orang very young, being put at the Headof 


„ who was then 
the Army of the States, defended their Nominiors ſo well, that 
their Allies had Time to come to their Relief, and the Parlia- 
ment of England forced the King to make Peace with them, 
which ſoon altered the Face of Affairs. 
But as the Emperor and Spain had declared in favour of the 
Dutch, the War was carricd into their Territories, and a 
many Places of Conſequence were taken, ſeveral Battles 
t; and the War had laſted longer, if the Parliament of 
England had not obliged the King to think in earneſt of affiſt- 
ing the Dutch; this induced France to incline to Peace, which 
egociated at Nimeguen under the Mediation of England ; 
but the French and Dutch clapping up a ſeparate Treaty onthe 
> » ue 1678, the Miniſters of the mediating Power te- 
to it. 
The Prince of Orange alſo being exceedingly difpleaſed with 
this haſty Proceeding, fought the Battle of Mont, in hopes of 
fruſtrating the Peace, or of diſſolving it in caſe it was ſigned ; 
but the French were too wiſe for that, and fo the Allies of the 
Dutch were forced to come in upon ſuch Terms as they had 
ſtipulated, which were none of the beſt; for the Town and 
Territory of Ypres,the Town and Diſtrict of Menin, the Towns 
and Dependencies of St. Omer, Aire, Cambray, &c. Dinant in 
the Biſhoprick of Liege, and the whole Franche Comte, were 
'ven up to France, as was alſo the Town and Citadel of Fri- 
g. and in Effect, the whole Duchy of Larrain. 
Thus we are come to an End ot the ſecond Period; in 
which the Reader will perceive, that the Power of France was 
odigiouſly augmented, and thereby the Terror of its Neigh- 
— juſtly increaſed, all which was chiefly owing to that arbi- 
tracy Government which Lewis XIV. had introduced: From 
whence it app-ars, that Tyranny is ſcarce a greater Misfortune 
to 
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to the State in which it prevails, than to its Neighbours, and 
a Tyrant is not only an Enemy to his own Sub- 

jects, but alſo to Mankind in general. We need not there- 

tore wonder, that henceforward the French King was general- 

ly diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the Common Enemy, ſince it is 

plain he merited that Appellation. 

The Character of Mr. Colbert, fo far as was in a 
Work of this kind, has been already given, but it is requiſite 
for us now to ſpeak of that of his Rival Mr. de Lowvois. The 
former had given the King that Turn which proved deſtructive 
of the French Liberty, and this perhaps chiefly to ſecure his 
own Power; for he eaſily foreſaw, that if the Princes of the 
Blood and the great Nobility came to have any Share in the Go- 
vernment, it would be very difficult, if not impoſſible, for him 
to preſerve himſelf; and thus the Intereſts of a whole Nation were 
facrificed to thoſe of a fingle Man. 

Tue latter however went far beyond him ; he was Secretary 
of State and of War, and had great Abilities in his Office ; but 
as thoſe Abilities were of no Uſe in Time of Peace, he deter- 
mined that during his Life there ſhould be no ſuch Thing; and 
he had ſo much Power over his Maſter, that he carried his 
Point. And thus the Quiet of all Europe gave way to one 


Man's Convenience 
nary. Under Pre- 


| The Method he took was very extraordi 

tence of ſettling the Limits of thoſe Countries, which by the 
Treaty of Nimeguen were to be divided between the Kings of 
France and Spain, the former laid claim to whole Provinces, 
and tore away no fewer than forty Villages from the latter at 
once. Soon after Chambers of Reunion, as they were called, 
were ſet up at Metz and Briſac, and vaſt Countries were taken 
from their legal Owners, under Pretence that they were depen- 
1 to France by the Treaties of Munſter 

imeguen. 

As theſe outrageous Proceedings, of which every honeſt Man 
in France was aſhamed, wete carried on with Succeſs; the French 
boldly ſeized Straſbourg, and blocked up Luxembourg, which 
they afterwards beſieged and took, without any Declaration of 
War, as well as without any Colour of Right. The Prince of 
Orange indeed would have ſtirred to prevent this, but the States 
were afraid ; and the Emperor and Empire were at that Time 
incapable of reſiſting this barefaced Injuſtice. Spain was in as 
low a Condition ; and as for England, it was at this Time torn 
by Factions, and the Court fo cloſely united to that of France, 
that no Good could be expected from it. 


At 
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ſame time that Lauvois ſacrificed the Peace of 
Europe to his own Intereſt und his Maſter's Ambition, js 
from the fame Principle, and to gratify the King's Paſfion 
Building, promoted ſuch Expences, as made Taxes as 
in Time of Peace as of War. The Palace of Claęni 
ile to gratify Madame de Maonteſban, Marly for the 
Pleaſure of Madame des Maintenon ; but theſe were Trifles in 


In ſhort, inſtead of the Dignity and ifcence of an Ex- 
ropean Prince, Lewis XIV. affected the Pomp, the Luxury, 
the devouring Profuſion of an Afiatick Monarch; and his Grand 
Vizir Lowvots took care to accommodate him in ſuch Manner, 
that the Expence of his Palace and his Houſhold, with the Troops 
conſtantly about him, were alone ſufficient to impoveriſh his 
And thus to render himſelf ſomewhat more than 2 
, he degraded his Subjects into downright Slaves: Such was 
the 5oa/ted Eclat of Lewis the GREAT, and ſuch the rea! Merit 
of his ſo much magnified Minifler s / 

But perhaps the worſt is yet to come. We have ſhewn, that 
the Conſtable Lanes projected the Fall of the Proteſtants, which 
was proſecuted by Richelieu, as his Scheme was followed by 
Aazarin ; but Louveis out-did them all; for he projected and 
executed the deteſtable Deſign of their Extirpation, which was 
begun by dragooning them into Apoſtacy, and compleated by 
the Revocation of the Edict of Nautz, on the 22d of Octaler 


1684, the moſt open and ſcandalous Breach of Faith that was 


ever committed. 


As unjuſt and inhuman as this Action was, conſidered in 


the Light of a religious Perſecution, it fell every way ſhort of 
the Imprudence thereof, when confidered in the Light of an 
Act of State, and therefore did equal Injury to its Authors in 
their Characters, as Men of Rank and Contideration in the 
Court of the molt Chriſtian King, and as Politicians of great 
Penetration, and Miniſters of long Experience; for by this 
means there were cight hundred tnouſand Perſons driven out of 
the Kingdom, and forced to take Shelter in forcign Countries, 
which, tho' in itſelf 4 prodigious Weakening to the State, yet 
was much more ſo, from the Temper and Employ ments of the 
Perſons thus expelicd, who were, for th: moſt Part, ler- 
chauts, Manufacturers, or Officers of a middlę Rank in the 
Land and Sea Service ; and, in a Werd, the moſt induſtrious 
and uſcful Pcople in the Kingdem. 


We 
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We may eaſily conceive from hence, that the Trade and 
Manufactures of France ſuffered extremely; and we ſhall 
have a clearer Notion of the Miſchiefs flowing from this 
impolitick Step, when we are told that theſe People carried 
out of the Kingdom, one hundred Millions of French Livres, 
or five Millions Sterling in ready Money, Plate and Jewels. 
Yet groſs and apparent as this Error was, ſuch was the Mean- 
neſs and Servility of the French Nation, that the King was 
complimented upon it, as on the moſt glorious Action of his 
Reign. 

The Miniſters however who contributed to exalt the King, 
in Point of abſolute Authority, ſo much above his Predecef- 
ſors, were far from enjoying, without Diſquiet, the Power they 
exerciſed, and the Wealth they had amaſſed. Colbert, the 
ableſt, and, to do him Juſtice, the beſt of them, was ſo much 
chagrined at ſome ill Uſage he met with from his Maſter, that 
it broke his Heart; and when a Letter from the King, written 
in a Fit of ill- timed Tendernefſs, was brought him in his lait 
Moments, he refuſed to read it. 

By his Death Lowvzis expected to become entirely Maſter of 
the Court, but he was miſtaken ; for Madame de Maintenon, 
who from the Widow of the Poet Scarron, and the Servant of 
Madame de Aonteſpan, was become the-, an- by a 
private Marriage the Wife of the King, hated him, and there- 
fore brought into Buſineſs the Marquis de Seignelaie, the Son 
of Colbert, a young Man of no great Abilities, proud, vain, 
and debauched, who had the Title of Secretary of State, and 
the Affairs of the Houſhold and Marine committed to his 


Charge. 


He had Wit enough to ſee that his Competitor made him- 
ſelf neceſſary to his Matter, by embroiling him with bis Neigh- 
bours, and gratifying his Paſſion for Building; he therefore 
reſoived to take the ſame Courſe, and employed immenſe Sums 
to render France a Maritime Power ; — that this might 
more clearly be demonſtrated to all Eurepe, he eng the 
King to pick a Quarrel with the State of Genoa, which 
gave thi: Miniſter an Opportunity of going in Perſon with 
a Fleet, which threw into that fine City ten thouſand Bombs, 
and obliged the Republick to ſend her Doge to aſk Pardon 
at Verſailles cf the proud Monarch, that conceived himſelf in- 
ured. By this Step the young Miniſter raiſed his Credit 
conſide rably, which fo tormented Lauvois, that it is believed 
he afterwares cauſed him to be poiſoned, though he did not 
11 8 a Year the Satisfaction of ſecing hunſelf without 
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There never was a Man of a more fierce and brutal Be- 
haviour, or one whoſe perſonal Qualities did more Miſchief 
to a State. His Pride induced him to treat with equal In- 
ſolence the Princes of the Blood at Home, and Sovereign Princes 
_— even thuſe who were neareſt allied to the Crown of 

rance. 

He kept the Dauphin at a Diſtance from the Court, and in 
a State of Subjection ſcarce to be believed ; he took a Pleaſure 

in perſecuting the Prince of Conde, the Prince of Conti, the 
Duke of Vendajme, and his Brother che Grand Prior ; he took 
Advantage of his own Crimes to etect a Chamber of Poiſons, 
or a particular Court of Juſtice to enquire after all who were 
ſuſpected of ſuch Practices; by which he drove ſeveral great Per- 
fons from Court, and ſent the Duke of Luxembourg, a Man of 
the greateſt Quality in France, and one of her ableſt Generab, 
to the Baſſile. 

He diſobliged the Elector of Bavaria to ſuch a Degree, that 
he became an Enemy to his Maſter, notwithſtanding the Dauphin 
had married his Siſter. His Haughtinefs to the Duke of Sau 
had the ſame Effect. He perſuaded. the King to treat the Court 
of Rome with the utmoſt Indignity. By refuſing a Troop of 
Horſe to Prince Eugene, he forced into the Service of the Ene- 
mies of France one of the greateſt Captains of his Age; and be 
facrificed the unhappy King Famds II. partly to private Malice, 
and partly to his Ambition. 

When the Prince of Orange was prepating to invade Eng- 
land, Lewis XIV. was adviled to fit out a Fleet to obſtruct his 
Paſſage, and to order his Troops to befiege Mazftricht, Lowveis 
prevented both; he kept the French Navy, which was then 
more powerful than ver it was, or is like to be, in Pott; and 
he directed the Army to beſiege Philipſbourg, which brought the 
Emperor and Empire into the War againſt France. I have 
thrown theſe Things together, that the Character of this Mi- 
niſter, or rather the Court of France under his Miniſtry, might 
be ſeen at one View. 

The Conduct of the French Court; which produced this 
War, was ſo glaringly wrong and abſurd, that it raiſed in a 
manner all Furope againſt her, and this entirely tluough her 
own Fault, without Reaſon and without Provocation. 80 that 
ſuch as have repreſented the Policy of the French as very great 
and very refined, are undoubtedly miſtaken ; for in the firſt 

ce, the long Series of Injuries offered tu the Emperor and 
Lmpire, were ſuch, as mult neccflarily incline them to be te- 
venged. | 


The 
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The Datch had been wantonly attacked in the laſt War, and 
thereby rendered implacable ; the Ufage given the 8 Spain 
was intolerable ; and the Meaſures ſuggeſted to the King of 
Great Britain not only coſt him his Crown, and thereby loſt 
France her moſt uſcful Ally, but warmly excited againſt her the 
whole Britiſh Nation; fo that the War begun in 1688. might 
juſtly be ſtiled raſh and imprudent, and commenced rather thro” 

ghrtineſs than Policy. 

It was managed alſo with great Indifcretion ; for as England 
was given away by the French not attacking the Dutch in time, ſo 
Ireland, after the War began, was loſt for want of proper At- 
tention ; and the War with Savoy was merely made to pleaſe 
Monſieur Louvors, and yet proved as troubleſome to France 
as any in which ſhe ever engaged. 

It is true, that the Armies of Lewis XIV. were ſucceſsful in 
the Low-Corntries ; the Battle of Fleurus, which was fought the 
firſt of July 1690, gained Marſhal Luxembourg great Reputation; 
and the taking of Mans after eighteen Days open Trenches, was 
very ſatisfatory to the French King, who commanded that 
Siege in Perſon ; but theſe Advantages were very dear bought, 
and the King himſelf became very ſoon ſenſible of it. He 
owed this laſt Conqueſt, the greateſt in which he had pe 
any Share, to the Vigilance and ſurprizing I alents of Lovers, 
who underſtood the providing and ſupplying a great Army, the 
beſt of any Man in the World. 

Yet the taking this City has by many been judged the 
Cauſe of his Death ; for the King having been informed, that 
he attributed all to himſelf, was much diſpleaſed at it ; and find- 
ing that he had rejected without his Knowledge the moſt ſub- 
miſſive Propoſitions from the Duke of Savey, he expreſſed his 
Reſentment in ſuch ſtrong Terms, that the Miniſter went 
Thunder · ſtruck from his Preſence, and died immediately of 
Grief and Deſpair ; tho” others ſay, that his Phyſician, Seron, 
was brib'd to furniſh him with a Paſſport for the other World, 
by a Prince I need not name. 

However it was, his Death proved a very great Loſs to his 
Maſter, who brought his Son the Marquis de Barbeſieux into 
Power, tho* he was young, headſtrong, and had very mean 
Abilities. In the Year 1692, Lewis XIV. commanded in Per- 
fon in the Low-Countries, and took Namur; and on the 3d 
of fuguſt the ſame Year, the Duke of Luxembourg obtained ſome 
Advantage over King I illiam at Steinkirk ; but to ballance 
theſe Advantages, the Duke of Savoy entered France, and took 
Ambrun ; and the French Fleet was not able to look that of 
the Allies in the Face. = 
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In 1693. he was more ſucceſsful ; the Duke of Luxembegyy 
nn of Nerwinde, and ſeveral Places were taken in 
the Leu Countries. Marſhal Catinat entirely defeated the Duke 
of Savey ; but the Fleets of the Allies were victorious, and in. 
ſulted all the Sea Coaſts of France. 
In 1694, they did the ſame, and had alſo conſiderable Ad- 
in the Lu- Countries. In 1695, France was fo ex. 
hauſted, that the King was forced to have recourſe to a ge- 
neral Poll- Tax, the moſt grievous Impolition that any Country 
ever endured ; and yet the War went on very indi 
for him ; the important Fortreſs of Namur being reduced by 
King William, while Marſhal Villeroy looked on with a ſuperior 


Army. 

Ts Yo 299 062 (0009 fortunate ; a Deſign formed 
for reſtoring King James miſcarried. France was reduced to 
act upon the Defenſive in the Low Countries, and at the ſame 
time increaſed her Taxes exceſſively; ſo that at the Cloſe of 
the Year, the King found himſelf under an abſolute Neceſſity 
of liſtening to Peace, his Finances being entirely exhauſted. And 
accordingly a Treaty was concluded at Ryſwick, on the 2othof 
September 1697, whereby he gave up great Part of his Acquiſi- 
tions, which was a plain Indication of the Senſe the King had 

his own Weakneſs, which was chiefly owing to the great 

aults in his Government. 
reren 
ſupplied the Places of the ſormer by young Men, whoſe only 
— — nb Will, they 


ng 
nity was ſo great, that tho” he plainly ſaw this, he could not 
bear the Thoughts of appointing a Prime Miniſter. 

His Generals were promoted by Court Intrigues, and the Fa- 
vour of Madame Maintenon, who governed him entirely. His 
Naval Force, as it was raiſed ſuddenly, ſo it ſunk as unaccount- 
ably, chiefly for want of Money to maintain it; his Armies were 
his Subjects exhauſted, and the Credit of France was 
entirely ſupported by the Remembrance of that Power that was 
now in a great Meaſure decayed. Such was the State of Things 
at the Cloſe of this Period. | — 

It might naturally be expected, that conſidering the Situation 
of his Affairs after the Treaty of Ry/wick, — XIV. ſhould 
have contrived the moſt effectual Means for eaſing his Subject, 
by improving his Country, and leſſening the Expence of bis 


Government; he did however quite the contrary, he kept 2 
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an Army in the Time of Peace, as would have been ne- 
ceſſary if the War had continued; and he employed his Troops - 
in forming Camps of Pleaſure, for the Inſtruction of his Grand- 
Children, as if the Art Military had been the fole Science 
worthy of a Prince. 

By theſe Methods, or rather Follies, he ruined the | 
from the prodigious Expence were put to, and at the fame 
time alarmed his Neighbours, who could not conceive that he 
had no other Meaning in theſe Incampmentsthan to waſte Mo- 
ney, and exhibit gaudy Spectacles to pleaſe Boys. It is without 
Queſtion a deep Stroke in Politicks, to lull all the neighbouring 
States into a profound Security, while a great Deſign is in Con- 
trivance, which might be eaſily diſconcerted if ſuſ and 
ſo bring the Diſcovery and Deciſion to the World”s View at once. 
But wantonly to alarm, and out of pure Vanity to keep all Zu- 
rope in a Ferment, was the moſt effectual —_ produce an 
Oppoſition greater than could otherwiſe ariſe ; accordingly 
it did produce a Confederacy, which ſufficiently chaſtiſed that 
Imprudence which gave Birth to it. | 

King William, from a fincere Concern for the Peace of 
Europe, formed a Project for dividing the Spaniſh Dominions, 
to which the French King conſented ; and this firſt Treaty 
of Partition was Gned Ofeber I, 1698, at the Hague, be- 
tween the Kings of Great Britain and France, and the States- 
General ; whereby it was agreed, that the Kingdom of Naples 
and Sicily, the Places poſſeſſed by the Spaniards on the Coaſt 
of Tuſcany, the Marquiſate of Final, the Province of Guipuſcoa, 
the T owns of Fontarabia and St. Sebaſtian, with Port Paſſage, 
ſhould be given to the Dauphin; the Duchy of Milan to the 
' Emperor's ſecond Son, the Archduke Charles; and all the 
| reſt of the Spanih Monarchy to the Electoral Prince of 


ia. 

In a few Months after, this young Prince died at Bruſſels, in 
the ſeventh Year of his A ge, which made a ſecond Treaty of Par- 
titition neceſſary, by which laſt Treaty, Milan was added to the 
| Dauphin's Share, upon Condition that it ſhould be exchangetl 


for Lorrain, and the whole Spaniſh Monarchy was given to the 
Archduke Charles, This Treaty was ſigned the 13th of March 
I and was ſo unlucky as to give Satisfaction to 3 

Emperor refuſed to accept it, the King of Spain was 
extremely offended at it, and the Exgliſ Nation fell upon the 
King's Miniſters, though they knew that the whole Tranſaction 
aroſe from, and was conducted by the King himſelf, To fay 
the Truth, it was a Project the beſt calculated for ſecuring the 


of Power, and W the Quiet of Europe, thee 
2 t 
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the Circumſtances of Things would admit; and the Clamoue 
againſt it was as ill founded, as the Oppoſition to it was managed 
with ill Manners. 

The King of Spain, to prevent the Execution of this Treaty, 
and the diſmembering of his Dominions, on the ad of O#cher 
17co, ſigned a Will, by which he called to the Succeffion of 
the whole Span; Monarchy, Philip Duke of Anjou, ſecond 
Son to the Dauphin, after him his younger Brother the Duke of 
Berry, next the Arcaduke Charles, and then the Duke of $a. 
vey, and died about a Month after. It was a great Queſtion at 
the Court of France, whether the Will ſhould be accepted, or 
whether his Majeſty ſhould adhere to the laſt Treaty of Parti- 
tion; but at length a Reſolution was taken to accept the Will, 
and the Duke of Anjou was declared King of Spain, by the 
Name of Philip V. in which it has been thought by ſome who 
take the Liberty of cenſuring even Kings, Lewis XIV. forgot 
his Duty as the Parent of his People, to follow his natural Af- 
feftion as the Father of his Family. 

King William and the States diſſembled at firſt, by acknow- 
ledging and complimenting King Philip; but this ſeems to 
have been owing to the Nature of the Government in both 
Countries, which made it neceffary to be ſecure of the Sen- 
timents of the People, before their Rulers openly declared their 
own ; and to ſpeak my private Opinion freely, I believe this 
Conduct in their reſpective Governments, had no ſmall Share 
in bringing the Exgliſ and Dutch Nations to declare fo warmly 
as they did for a War with France, into which their Gover- 
nors very readily came, upon a Suppoſition that they ſhould 
be ſupported therein with the ſame Unanimity and Spirit, by 
which they were excited thereto ; and for ſome time they 
were not diſappointed. Thus the Reader ſees in a very narrow 
Compaſs, the true Grounds of that general War, which bad 
ſo great an Effect on the Affairs of Europe, and which are 
ſo neceſſary to be thoroughly underſtood at preſent, in or- 
6 what we ought to hope or 


The World ſeems to be ſo univerſally aded of the 
Wiſdom and Policy of Lewis XIV. in laying his 
| es for ſecuring the Crown of Spain to his Family, that 
it will be a very Alken It Thing to perſuade them, that this 
Notion is ill-founded ; but the Truth will appear, from an 
impartial Conſideration of Facts, which I ſhall endeavour to 
lay together in the ſuccincteſt Method poſſible ; it being not 
either agreeable to my Purpoſe or Intention, to enter into 3 
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--ular Detail of the War, which is too well known to need 

ſuch Account. 
I. mus be acknowledged, that the Meaſures taken by the 
French King for putting his Grandſon into immediate Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the extenſive Dominions of the Span; Monarchy, 
were well concerted and thoroughly executed. The Mar- 
quis de Viliars, the French Ambaſſador at Madrid, had gained 
the Hearts of the Spaniſh Grandees ; the Prince of Yaudement, 
and the reſt of the Governors of the Provinces in [taly, 
were ſecured ; the Duke of Savoy having married one 
Daughter to the Heir Apparent of France, and another to the 
new King of Spain, could not avoid taking the fame Side ; 
as for the Low- Countries, they were delivered up by the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria, who had formed a ſtrong Party for the French 
in Germany. 

But ſtill the Miſchiefs remained that have been before men 
tioned ; that is to ſay, the ſeveral Branches of the Miniſtry 
were in the Hands of young Men of very mean Abilities ; and 
the Direction of the whole was in an old Lady, oppoled and 
hated by the whole Royal Family, the King excepted. He had 
few General Officers of great Capacity, thoſe he had weie 
not employed, and if employed, not truſted. His Marine was 
3 „ his Finances in a worſe, and ing but 
his abſolute Power of taking every Shilling of Ready-Mone 
from his Subjects, by altering the Value of his Coin, whi 
he practiſed over and over with as little Ceremony as Com- 
ſcience, could have enabled him to find wherewithal todefray 
thoſe Expences ; for which it was i for him to run in 


impoſſible 
Debt ; and through the whole Courſe of the War he defrayed 
no other. 


was formed, he ſaw mariy 
different Part from what he As 
for Inſtance, Sweden entered into a Neutrality, Denmark and 
Pruffia acted againſt him, nor was it before his moſt uſeful 
and neceſſary Allies, ſuch as the King of al and the Duke 
" The” Duke of Aorberengh, by the Viekey of Blnkeim, 

he D of h, by the Vi of ? 

reſtored the Affairs of the . and Empire; be was ſo 
diſtreſſed in Italy, that he was glad to evacuate it to fave 
Spain, and even there his Grandſon was more than once driven 
from his Capital. In the Low-Countries, his Armies were 
continually beaten, all his ſtrong Fortreſſes taken, and among 
the reſt Lifle, the moſt valuable Place in his Dominions, after 
"_ which, will Poſterity believe it | he once had Thoughts 
ot quitung. 
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On the whole, after carrying on the War for ſeven Years, 
he found his Aﬀairs in ſo bad a Situation, that he would very 
adly have accepted the Treaty of Partition, or even worſe 
erms, if the Allies would have conſented to them; but all 
his Offers being rejected, the Deſpair of his Subjects did more 
for him than he was able to do at firſt with all his Policy and 
Power; and yet it is very queſtionable whether the Crown of 
4 ever have been left to his Grandſon, if the Death of 
Emperor Joſeph had not rendered it a Thing difficult for 


unanimous in making it, might have been much 
z but the Emperor perſiſting in his Refuſal, 
was ftill carried on againſt him, and did not end till 
afterwards, by the ſigning of the Peace of Baden, on 
June 1714. 
us ended this Period, when France was reduced far lower 
ſhe had ever been ; for not only her Armies were 
her Fleets entirely ruined, and a great part of her former Con- 
yielded to other Powers ; but what was much worſe, the 
were fallen into the moſt abject Degree of Miſery, the 
- Credit of the Crown was ſunk, the Succeſſion depended upon 
the Life of a fickly Infant, the reigning Monarch was very 
and the Court divided into Factions: So that if 
Leit XIV. had the Satisfaction of beholding the Riſe and 
Progreſs of the Gallic Power, he had alſo the Mortification 
3 and was very, very, near looking upon 
its KRuln. 
The Cares of Lewis XIV. after the Concluſion of the 
Peace, were ſuch as ought to have been the Cares of his 
whole Life; for they were bent to ſecure the Succeſſion of 
the Royal Family, and to reſtore the Trade and Welfare of 
his Subjects; as to both which he appeared now very ſollici- 
tous; nor did he make any Scruple of confeſſing, that Experience 
had convinced him of the Error of his former Conduct, and the 
Follics of which he had been guilty, in preferring his own 
Grandeur to the Good of his People, and the Luſtre of his 
Reign to the Safety of the State. 
| e gave all the Aſſiſtance that was requiſite to his Grandſon 
_ Philip, for extinguiſhing the Remains of the Spaniſh War, by 
the Reduction of Catalonia; he gave Satisfaction to the King of 
Great Britain, in reference to the Ports of Dunkirk and 
Mardyke ; and he executed very punctually whatever de. 


* 
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upon him in relation to the Dutch, from the Hopes of 
ving France without any Apprebenſions from her Neighbours 
at the Time of his Deceaſe. He was very attentive alſo to whae 
he thought might contribute to the domeſtick Quiet of his Sub- 
jects, as well as to the Eſtabliſhment of his illegitimate Off- 
1 to the former, he conſtituted by his Will a Council 
of Regency, on purpoſe to exclude the Duke of Orleans, his 
Nephew, whoſe Fidelity he ſuſpected, and of whoſe Ambition 
he was afraid: and he cauſe i this Will of his to be 
with the Parliament of Paris, who gave it the Sanction of that 
very ſmall Authority which he had left them. He likewiſe 
cauſed an Edict to be regiſtered, whereby he declared his 
Sons, the Duke of Maine and Count Theulouſe, Legitimate, and 
capable of ſucceeding to the Crown after thoſe legally entitled 
thereto : And having thus put both his publick and private Af- 
fairs into Order, he did not ſeem much ſurptiaed at the Ap- 
proach ot Death. 
In his laſt Moments he behaved like a Chriſtian and a 
like a Chriſtian in bewailing his Vices, and the bad C 


being ſeventy-ſeven Years of Age. 
He was ſtiled Lewis the GaeaT, with what Neaſon the 


Reader has ſeen. He was, tho* unlearned, a Encourager 
and Protector of Learning, and more fo of 


no great Soldier, and yet loved War. His Courage was 
clear, but he had great Firmneſs of Mind. In Proſperity 
haughty, but not abject in Adverſity. He was jealous of his 
eldeſt Son, but affectionate to his Family; he was a very faithful 
Friend, and a very kind Maſter. His Amours were numerous 
and ſcandalous ; his Behaviour to his Queen civil, without 
Tenderneſs; to his Mother reſpectful, without Affection; to his 
Brother ſuſpicious, but not indecent. 

As a King, he was ambitious with reſpect to his Nei 
arbitrary toward his Subjects, and boundleſs in both. With 
regard tu the former he had no Tie but Intereſt ; in reference 
to the latter, no Law but his Will. He inti 
the Conſtitution of his Country. He left the Princes of his 
Blood without Power, and 7 Parliaments wi 
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« The Force of his Kingdom he reduced to a Standing - 
Army ; the Property of his Subjects he rendered precarious, 
and evexy Kank of them entir:ly dependent upon the Will of 
his Succeſſor. 
In fine, he was a Rebel to the Court, and at the ſame Time 
a Slave to the Church of Nome; he had a Paſſion for Glory, 
with ſcarce any Tincture of Virtues ; and with all the Vices 
and Weakneſs of a Man, had the Vanity to ftile and think 
himſelf immortal. Such was the Character of Lewis XIV. 
when painted by the Pencil of Truth, how different foevex 
it may be frem the Pictures drawn of him by Foes or Flat. 
terers. 

This Prince married Maria Thera Daughter of Philip IV, 
King of Spain, Anno 1660, by whom he had Iſſue only one 
Son that lived, viz. Lewis Dauphin of France, who married 
Aary- Anne-Chriſtiana, Siſter to the Duke of Bavaria, by 
whom he had Iilue three Sons, viz. I. Lewis Duke of Bu. 
gundy, born Anno 1682. II. Philip Duke of Anjou, King of 
Spain, born Anno 168 3. III. Gaffon Duke of Berry, born in 
1684, who died without Iſſue. Lewis the Dauphin died Aww 

711, whereupon Lewis Duke of Burgundy his eldeſt Son ſuc 
ceeded to the Fitle of Dauphin. 

This Prince married Mary Adelaide, eldeſt Daught 
Duke of Saueꝝ, afterwards King of Sardinia, Anno 1 


after him in their Infancy ; but Lewis his third Son, born 
Anna 1710, ſurvived them all, and fits at preſent on the Throne 
of his Great Grandfather. | 

His natural Children by Madame de le Valiere, was Mary 
Anne de Bourbon, born in 1666, and married in 1680 tv 
Luis of Baurban, Prince of Conti, who died without Iſſue by 
_—_ | | 

By Madame de Monteſpan, I. Lewss Auguſtus de Beurbon, 
Duke of Maine, born 2 who by his Wife Louiſa, 
Daughter to the Prince of C:nde, had a Daughter called Ma- 
damuiſelle & Aumale, born in 1697, and two Sons; Lew 
Auguſtus Prince of Dambes, born in 1700; Lewis Charts 
Count of Eu, born 1701. II. Louiſa Frances de Bourbon, 
ſtiled Madamoiſelle de Nantes, born in 167 3, and married w 
Lewis Duke of Bourbon 1685; whoſe Children were, Ma- 
damoiſelle de Bourbon, born 1690; Lewis Duke of Enguen, 
born 1092; Leuiſa Madamoiſelle de Charelots, born 1693 3 
and Lauiſa Aune, called Madamoiſelle Sens, born in 1695. 
III. Lewts Al æauder ds Bourbon, Count of Theubuſe, born _= 
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te Admiral of France, whoſe Son, the Duke de Penthievre, 
now enjoys that high Office. IV. Frances Mary de Bourbon, 
fliled Mademoiſelle de Blois, born 1681. : 

His Majeſty's only legitimate Brother was Philip Duke of 
Orleans, firſt marricd to etta Maria, to Charles I. 
King of England, by whom he had one Daughter, married to 
the Duke of Sevey- He afterwards ſed Charlatta Elizabeth, 

hter to Charles Lewis Eleftor Palatine, by whom he had 
Iſue, Philip Duke of Chartres, late Duke of Orleans, and Re- 
of France, who married Frances Mary de Bourbon, ftiled 
Fladamoiſelle de Blais, by whom he had the Duke 
of Orleans, Lewis de Bourbon, who by Auguſta Daugh- 


ter of Prince Lewis of Baden, has Iflue, Lewis Philip, Duke of 
Chartres, born 1725, and married to Lousſa-Henrietta of Bourbon 
Conti 


by Lewis X 


4 


2 
15 


i nd beſt con- 

Confideration of his 

; but whatever i his Con- 

duct was right. He fteddily adhered to the laſt Treaty of 
Peace, and he ſhew'd a Willi to contribute as far as could 


be deſired, to fixing a true Ballance of Power. 

He was ſo far from diſſembling, that he laid open 
World the miſerable State that France was in; and 
this he acted like a great Politician ; for on the one 
r the other, it gai 
; delivering her Neighbours from 
of Fraxce, he brought them to confide in his Promiſes, 
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he made uſe of this Confidence to re-eſtabliſh her Affairs upon a 
ſolid Foundation. 
In reſpect to domeſtick Concerns be acted with the ſame 
and Moderation. He erected ſeveral Council agree. 

the late King's Will, ſoreſceing the Confull. this 
create, and the fair Opportunity it would give him of 


ſuppreſſing them 


© upon 

them the Sanction of their Authority. 

proper as wel! as popular Steps; they ſcrved to 

3hority, and to enable him to make uſe of it afterwards as he 

convenient. 

ö hed Be Views, =» atether Princes have ; and he ſhewed 

- bi a great Prince, by taking recautions neceſſary to 
his — before 1 his Schemes evident, from his 


: 


ducted with a Severity that border d upon Injuſtice, yet it 
c 


ievous Conſequences that flowed from the frequent Varia- 
made in the Value of the Coin during 


| Hands at Liberty; on the 12th of Oclaber 1715, be publiſhed 
an Elict. in which he ſet in a very clear Light the principal 
ö Inconveniencics 
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Lewis d'Or ſhould { 
Livres, at which it was then: But no ſooner had this 
produced its Effect, than the Regent iſſued another, by 
the Subjects were required to pay their Money into the 
at the Kate of fixteen Livres for a Lewis d'Or, which 
iſſued out at the Rate of twenty. 

I mention this Inſtance out of many, for 
firſt is, that I may afford the Reader a Vi 
the French Government, and the Hardſhips it was obi 
impoſe upon its Subjects ; and „ to give a Specimen 
the Regent's Policy, which was of the 
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k 


if 
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to Tranſactions at Home; with reference to Foreign 
rr 
but was aft in i 

It is impoſſible, ſtrictly ſpeaking, to juſtify ſuch a Conduct as 
the Regent purſued ; but one may have leave to fay in his 
Excuſe, that he found the Government and Nation in a moi 
ruinous Condition, with a Debt almoſt beyond Belief, ſince ſome 
have calculated it no lefs than three hundred Million Sterling, 
been made in the preceding Reign. | 
He ſaw that while the Government was in this Condition, 
it could not either act for its own Security, or for the Relief of 


Project of Mr. Jabs Law, a Native of Scatland, and a Man of a 
peculiar Caft of Mind, who knew how to apply thoſe Schemes af 
Calculation, which hitherto had ſerved private and paultry 
Purpoſes, to the great Affairs of a Nation, and the extricating 
a Government from ſuch Difficulties as that of France was then 


under 
were as well ſuited to each 


The Patron and Projector 
other as could be conceived. The Regent, had he been in 2 
private Station, would probably have been the Contriver of 
this Scheme; the Projector, | 


he been 
Regent's Power, would have had Courage 
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in its utmoſt Extent. The Colour that was giveg 
to this Affair was the erecting a new Company for carrying on 3 
Commerce at Louiſiana, or the River 14:fſiſipi ; but the true 
pay the Debts of the French Government without 


, the Money of F 
one), oney oreigners 
was managed with ſuch Addreſs, g 
Year 1719 the new Company offered to le 
fifteen hundred Millions of Livres. In 


India 4 other Expedients Mr. Law 


produced, the 
and a very large 


2 


all the Provinces that 
r onarchy by the late 
reaties 
The Regent declared that he looked upon this as contrary 
to. Juſtice; but it is certain that he conſidered it as not at 
all conſiſtent with his Intereſt; and therefore, 28 
moting, he oppoſed it, agreeable to the ents he was 
under to the Imperial and Britzh Courts. Spaniſb Court, 
or rather the Spaniſb Miniſter, took this fo ill, that he reſolved 
to form a Party in France, and even to ſecure the Perſon of 
the Duke Regent; and as wild and extravagant as this Plot 
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might ſeem, the Prince de Cellemare, then the Spaniſh Ambaſ- 
ſador at the Court of France, ww his Meafures ſo well, that he 
was very near carrying it into Execution ; it was however 
tically diſcovered, that Miniſter arreſted and ſent 2 
France, ſome Gentlemen of Bretagne who were deepeſt in this 
Scheme loſt their Lives, and very foon after an open War broke 
out between the two Nations. 

But as Spain could not ſuſtain herſelf without the Aſſiſtance 
of France, much leſs againſt the Power of that Monarch, join'd 
with the reſt of her Opponents, Cardinal Alberoni was obliged 
to give way, the Crown of Spain acceded to the Quadruple 
Alliance ; and it was agreed that the young King of France 
ſhould marry the Infanta of Spain; and that the Prince of Au- 
rias ſhould marry one of the Regent's Daughters, and Don 
Al Things being thus ſettled, and the Peace of Europe for 

All Thi eace 
9. the Regent's Affairs wore a — * 
Aſpect than they had done, and all the Powers of Europe faw 
with Surprize, but without Jealouſy, France daily recovering 
its Luſtre. This is a Proof that . Regant's rndeſd ep 

to the true Intereſt of the Kingdom he govern'd ; and 
that he much better underſtood the Art of making France truly 
formidable, than thoſe who affect at every Turn to make her 
appear fo. But to ue the Thread of our Narration, and 
leave theſe Political Points to the Confideration and Deciſion of 
the judicious Reader, | 

In 1722, the Regent cauſed his Majeſty to be crowned at 
Rheims, and in the Beginning of the following Year, he was 
declared of full Age in Parliament. The Regent knew well of 
what Conſequence it was to preſerve Forms, though he never 
meant by taking theſe Steps to relinquiſh his own Authority. 
By his Advice therefore, his own Creature and Favourite, Car- 
dinal Du Bois, was declared Prime Miniſter, but did nothi 
but 1 Royal Highneſs's Direction; ſo that the Duke 
ſtill the intire Adminiſtration of the publick Affairs of the Na- 
tion without any Title or Office whatever. 

He was very well ſatisfied with this Situation of Thi 
but in the Month of Auguſt following his Promotion 
Cardinal died; and the Duke of Orleans, too prudent to truſt 
any other Perſon with the Title of Prime Miniſter, aſked the 
King for it, or rather affumed it himſelf. The Confuſion 
that Cardinal Du Bois left his Papers in, and the delicate Na- 
ture of many of his Correſpondencies, obliged the Duke to 
apply himſelf with the utmoſt Induſtry and Dili to 
putting them in Order, in which he was fo indefatigable, * 
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and 
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into the Adminiſtration; 2 hinder theſe from in- 
purſued the Plan of his Predeceſſor very ſteddily ; 
— 9 2 ſatisfied with | him, than 
been with his Royal Highneſs, becauſe the State of the 


young 
in France with the Title of 


wy the © to ſome Princeſs of riper Years ; and accord- 


eop 

Court of Spain reſented this extremely, 

expreſs Terms, that the Duke of Bourbon ſheuld 
removed, to gi Catholick Satisfaction, as 
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manded in 
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hs Prejudice 
ſtates throughout the Kingdom, which the Duke 
* Payment of the publick Debts, with 


this ſpunging the Crown found itſelf l 
— Bigg 


There are ſecret and dark Intrigues in all Courts, and 
' perhaps there never was any in which theie have always pre- 
vailed more than in that of France. If we could ay 
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upon ſome Memoirs that have been written of theſe 
Times, the Duke ot Bourbon was deceived and outwitted by 
his Succeffor, who firſt very gravely and conſcientiouſly repre- 
ſented to him the many fatal Conſequences that attended the 
modern Method of paying, or rather not paying, publick Debts, 
by Variation of the Coin, giving a Currency to Paper, and then 
deftroying its Credit: By which he ſo wrought upon the Duke, 
that he reſolved to abandon thoſe Meaſures as unworthy of a 
Government ; and then the crafty Prieſt lay in wait to repre- 
ſent him as a publick Oppreſſor. 

The Duke, in the very Edict by which he impoſed this Tax, 
ſet forth the Reaſons of it, giving a fair and full Account 
of the Methods that had been hitherto taken in — extin- 

iſh the publick Debt, their Conſequences, and the Neceſſity 
— ſil — of railing Money to pay off Incumbrances, which 
ſtood the Crown in fifty Millions yearly for Intereſt, tho” they 
paid but Two per Cent. 

When the Murmurs began about this Tax, which, how juſt 
and reaſonable ſoever it might be in its Intention, was to a 
People ſo exhauſted, almoſt inſupportable ; the ancient Biſhop 
of Frejus (fo M. Fleury was then called) was the firſt to men- 
tion them to the King, tho” he had great Obligations to 
the Duke; and he did it in ſuch a manner, and with the Ad- 
dition of ſo many Circumſtances, that he who had always 
regarded the Sayings of this Man as ſo many Oracles, re- 
ſolved to part with the Duke of Bow bon, and declare this 
Prelate firſt Miniſter ; which Reſolution was no ſooner taken 
than it was executed, and the People, as is common enough 
1 applauded the Change, chiefly becauſe it was 
a 6 

The Duke bore his Diſgrace both with Patience and Dig- 
nity, and tho” he continued all his Life after a private Man, 
and had very little Connection with the Court, yet he quickly 
recovered his Credit with the Publick, and was as gen 
eſteemed to the Day of his Death as any of the Princes of his 
Houle ei er had been. | 

As for the Adminiſtration of Cardinal Fleury, it is ſo well 
known here, that it would be needleſs to trouble the Reader 
with a particular Detail of it. He was certainly a very artful 
anda very ambitious Man, without any of thoſe Talents that 
are tequiſite to make an accompliſhed Stateſman, or a great 
Miniſter. It was the Aſcendancy he had over his Maſter, that, 
as It originally procured, kept him fo long in Power ; as it 
Was a ſmooth and complaiſant Behaviour to the Foreign Ni- 
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niſters, that him ſo great an as he really had 
a Yo. io. ce Chem of Europe. * 


He was diſintereſted in reſpect to Money, was far 
from being ſolicitous about his Family, talked conti y of 
Moderation, and was very mild and in his Behaviour; 


there were many Things done under his Adminiftra. 
He, both with reſpect to Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. He 
had no ſettled Plan of Politicks, as appeared by his ſometimes 
courting the Favour, and ſometimes cr the Meaſures of 
Spain. It was purely to plcaſe that Court, he ſuffered his 
Maſter to enter into a War with the late Emperor Charles VI. 


but as ſoon as he ſaw an Opportunity of getting out of it, and 
24 an Acquiſition to France as the Duchy of 
Lorrain, ved to embrace it; and as he had ſacrificed the 
e 
's „ during ar, no of fa- 
crificing the Intereſt of Stain to the Peace. 

The ſame kind of Temper was viſible in almoſt every great 
Tranſaction while he was at the Head of Affairs. He made uſe 
of other Mens Capacities for contriving and executing Schemes 
that were above his Reach ; but whenever he found himſelf 
pinched by thoſe Schemes, he removed and ruined the Authors 
of them, to preſerve or regain his own Credit; as is evident 
enough in the Caſe of Mr. Chauvelin, the Keeper of the Seals, 
whom he drove from Court, after he had made great Uſe of his 
much ſuperior Abilities. | 
In reſpect to the late War, which began in his Life-time, he 
was drawn into it by thoſe whom at that Time he truſted, chicfly 
from his apprehending that it would not be the Work of more 
than one or two Campaigns, and that the Allies of the Houſe of 
Auſtria would be as paſſive in this War as in the laſt. But when 
he found his Miſtake, and faw, or rather felt the Inconveniencies 
that followed from it, he had recourſe to his old Expedient of 
ſhifting the Blame upon other People ; but it was no longer in 
his Power to rid himſelf of them, as he had done of their Pre- 
deceſſors; Age, Infirmities, and approaching Death, obliged 
him to turn his Thoughts to other Matters. 


He maintained his Power with, or rather Influence over, his 


Maſter to the very laſt, and like Cardinal Mazarin, had the 
Satisfaction of dying, in all outward Appearance, as great 2 
Man as he had lived, and even of appointing, as it were, his 
Succeflor. But the Arts he made uſe of to keep his Maſter ina 
State of Dependence upon himſelf, have had ſuch an Effect on 
all the Meaſures of the Court of Verſailles ſince his Death, 
that it has been a perpetual Scene of dar, -- > 4 

7 


— 
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Confuſion, till the late Marſhal Count Sexe gained the Ear of his 
Matter to ſuch a Degree, as to give Law even to the Miniſters, 
at leaſt in reſpect to all great Points, which was the Poſture that 
"Things were in a little before the Concluſion of the Peace. 

We have in the Courſe of the preceding Hiſtory made it our 
Buſineſs to ſhew the ſeveral Schemes or Syſtems of Government, 
which have ſubſiſted ſince the Acceſſion of the Houſe of Bour- 
lan to the Throne of France; and perhaps we ſhall run no great 
Hazard of miſlcading the Reader, by affirming that theſe may 
be reduced to Two. That of Henry IV. who was the Fa- 
ther of his People, and really ſomewhat more; for he not on- 
ly meant honeſtly towards his own Subjects, but likewiſe to 
the reſt of Europe. In ſhort, he had the Happineſs of the 


People at Heart in his own Dominions, and was for eſtabliſhing 
a Ballance of Power abroad. 


His Son and Succeſſor Lewis XIII. aimed at making himſclf 
abſolute at home and reſpefted abroad; both his have 
had the fame Views, only inſtead of Reſpect, they have been 
for eſtabliſhing a general Influence, from whence all the bad 
Conſequences muſt flow, which are commonly dreaded from 
univerſal Monarchy. By this Means Monarchs are rendered fo 
dependent as to differ little from Vice-Roys, and Republicks 
are ruined by the ſecret Encouragement given to their Rulers 
to arrogate an Authority to themſelves, inconſiſtent with the 
Conſtitution of their Countries, and incompatible with their 
Intereſts. In ſhort, the Safety and Grandeur of this = 
Power muſt be maintained by the Poverty, Weaknefs, Cor- 
ruption, Diſcontents, and Maleadminiſtration that prevails 
amongſt her Neighbours. 

Our preſent Bulineſs is to ſhew how far this has been effect- 
ed, and upon what Grounds we affirm that the Gallic Conſti- 
tution is changed, and that the Monarchy is abſolute at pre- 
ſent. In the firſt place, we are to obſerve, that the 
Lawyers and beſt Hiſtorians of France agree, that the Power 
of their Kings was anciently reſtrained, not only within nar- 
rower Buunds than at preſent, but that in reality they were as 
much limited as any Monarchs could be. 

That in all Governments, ſupreme and abſolute Power is, 
and muſt be lodged ſomewhere, we find generally agreed ; 


that according to the old Conſtitution in France, this did not 


reſide in their Princes, but in the Aſſembly of the 
States of the Kingdom, as in all Gothic Conititutions, 

is certain. Indecd the very Name of the People ſufficiently - 
proves this, fince there cannot be a ſtronger Oppoũtion than be- 
tween Fan, (that is, Freemen) and Slaves. 
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But as it was found inconvenient to hold theſe general Aſſi m- 
blies very frequently, fo, to hinder the Incroachments of theit 
Kings while they were not fitting, part of their Powers were 
transferred to certain Committees, which gave Riſc to the Parlia- 
ments of France, and particularly to that of Paris, which was 
at firſt Ambulatory, that is, attended the Perſon of the King; 
but in Proceſs of lime, was fixed to that City for the Conve- 
niency both of Prince and People. 

The ancient Prerogatives of this Aſſembly plainly prove, that 
as Repreſentatives of the States, the Sovereignty was really in it, 
for amongſt others they had theſe three. Firſt, they judged the 
Peers and great Men of the Kingdom, over whom the King in 
this Reſpect had no Power ; but in caſe they were ſuſpected of 
failing in their Duty to the Conſtitution, were to be tryed 
by their Equals, according to the known Law of the King- 
dom. Secondly, all the great Officers of State took their Oaths 
in Parliament; from which it is manifeſt, that they were 
bound not to the Perſon of the King, but ſwore to him in 
his Political Capacity, and for the Benefit of the 
State. Thirdly, they had the Right of regiſtering, approving, 
and promulgating the King's Edicts, without which they had 
not the Sanction or Force of Laws. 

As theſe Inſtances unqueſtionably demonſtrate, that accord- 
ing to the Gallic Conſtitution, their King; were not abſolute ; 
ſo there is nothing more requiſite to prove that they are ſince 
become ſo, by overturning the Conſtitution, than to obſerve 
that all theſe Checks are now taken away. The Aſſembly of 
the States is a Thing no longer heard of; and as for Parlia- 
ments, they are but Shadows of what they were, or rather 
worſe, by which I mean, that they are now become the Inſtru- 
ments of that Power they were inſtituted to reſtrain. 

Ihe Liberty of the Subject is intirely at the Mercy of the 
King; he impriſons whom he pleaſes without giving any Ac- 
count; and whenever he finds it requiſite, appoints ſuch 
ſudges for the Tryal of Offenders as he thinks fit. I he great 
Ofacers of State take their Oaths to and from him; ſo that 
they now belong intirely to the King, who appoints, re- 
moves, extends, or retrenches their Authority as he 
pleaſes. "The regiſtering of Edicts is become a mere Matter of 
Form; the Parliament of Paris does indeed ſometimes re- 
monſtrate, but in the End the King's Will and Pleaſure al- 
ways prevails. 

The whole Government of this great Nation having been, 
by the Arts of- Cardinal Kicheliew and his Succeflors, —_ 

N Intireſy 
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intircly into the Hands of the Crown and its Miniftcrs, the 
utmott Pains have been taken to reduce it into ſuch a Syſtem, 
as that this Power may influence the whole, and keep every 
Branch thereof in ſtrict and conſtant Dependence. As far 
as the Compaſs of our Work will allow, we ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew how this is done. 

We have heard much of the Gallican Church and of its Free- 
dom; but from the Time of the Cardinal before-mentioned, 
this Freedom is become a mere Engine of State, by the Help of 
which the King has ſometimes made uſe of the Power of the 
Clergy, and at other times of that of the Pope, to extend his 
own. It was with a View to this, that the Proteſtants of France 
were in general expelled; and that the Remains of them in 
France arc from time to time perſecuted, when they attempt in 
any Degree the public Exerciſe of their Religion. 

The French Kings were reſolved to make themſelves Su- 
preme in Church as well as State; which is the true Reaſon 
why they admit of no Diſſenters; and they have carried this 
into Execution, nowithſtanding the Nominal Authority of 
the Pope; which is often made uſe of by the King, can 
never be turned againſt him. 

The Clergy of France are, however, a very great and con- 
ſtacrable Body; they conſiſt at preſent of eighteen Archbiſhops, 
and one hundred and thirteen Biſhops, all named and appointed 
by the King; who has likewiſe the Nomination of ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy Abbies, and of the Superiors of three hundred 
and ſeventeen Convents of Nuns. The Reader need not be 
toid what Influence this gives the Crown over that Part of its 
Subjects, which were formerly the leaſt attached to it. 

The ordinary Revenue arifing from the Tenths of the 2 
amounts to 1,2c0,000 Livres per Annum ; beſides which, in the 
Genera! Aſſemblies of the Clergy, free Gifts are fo conſtantly 
ex2c<icd even in Times of Peace, that this additional Revenue 
1- computed annually at two Millions; but in Time of War 
the extraordinary free Gifts render it much more. 

As to the Civil Government, the King has a great Council 
of State, and twelve Parliaments, beſides other Courts, ſuch as 
Generalities and Intendancies, for the Management of his Re- 
venue; cf the former there are twenty-ſix, and of the latter 
more. As for the Political Government, it is managed ſe 
vera] great Councils, or rather Committees of Council, of 
v hich chere are at preſent four; which are ſtiled the Council of 
State, the Council of Nifpatches, the Royal Council of Fi- 
Rnces, and tlie Royal Council of Commerce. 
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The firſt Civil Officer in France is the Chancellor, and the 
only Officer that is not remuvecable at the King's Pleafure ; 
that is to ſay, he cannot be removed without being brought 
to a Trial; but the King may, and frequently does take the 
Seals from him, and put them into the Hands of another Per- 
fon, who has the Title of Keeper and the Power of Chancellor, 
who is removeable at the King's Pleaſure. 

There is generally a Perſon at the Head of the Miniſtry, either 
with or without the Title of Prime Minifter, and with more or 
leſs Authority, as the King pleaſes; at pteſent this is conceived 
to be NI. de Machault, Keeper of the Seals and Comprtrolier- 
General of the Finances, but without the Title. For the Ma- 
nagement of Public Affairs, there are four principal Secretaries 
of State, who have each their ſeparate Departments. Theſe are 
at preferit ; M. de Saint Cantet, who is Secretary for Foreign 
Affaire, the Count de Saint Flarentin, who has the Care of Du- 
meſtic Concerns ; the Count LU” Argenſan, who is Secretary at 
War; and Mr. Rowille, who has the Marine in the Room of 
the Count de Maurepas lately diſgraced. 

The principal Officer of the Revenue, is the Comptroller- 
General of the Finances, which Office is now in M. de Machcult, 
who has under him a Multitude of Intendants, and other Officer, 
ſubject to the Direction of the Council of Finances, of which the 
D. de Bethune is Preſident. As to the ordinary and ſettled Re- 
venue of the Crown of France, if we may believe their own 
Writers upon that Subject, it is not at all increaſed in its rea), 
though it is conſiderably augmented in its nominal Value. 

In 1683, it was computed at 116,87 2,476 Livres; and in 
1730 it amounted to no more than 140, 278,473 Livres, 
which make 5,844,937 Pounds of our Money. This ſhews 
that neither the gencral Wealth of France, nor the Income cf 
the King, are near ſo great as is commonly imagined. It is in- 
deed very truc, that in time of War the King levies much 
larger Sums ; but it is very plain, that _ muſt fall 
fir ſhort of what ſome People would perſuade us they amount 
to; fince there muſt be always a Proportion between the 
erdinuy and extraordinary Revenue, and conſequently, if 
we know the one, we may very eafily compute how far the 
other can be carricd ; becauſe, even under arbi Govern- 
meat;, fone Mcaſures muſt be preſerved, and ſome Regard had 
to the general Income of the People, which is leſs in Time 
of War, at the fame Time that the publick Expence ig 
greater. 

As the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Government of France was 
moulded in the Compats of two Reigns, into ſuch a Form 

as 
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2+ made them wholly ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of the Crown ; 
ſo the Military Eſtabliſhment, as it now ſtands, was intirely 
the Work of Lewis XIV. Before his Time 2 few Compa- 
nies of Guards, and four old Corps, as they are ſtill called, 
were all the ſtanding Troops of France ; neither were they 
exattly of the fame Nature with the Regiments that are 
now kept up, tho this is not a proper Place to diſcuſs the 
Difference. 

It is ſufficient for us to obſerve, that the Prince laſt mention- 
ed, finding every thing at home diſpoſed according to his good 
Pleaſure when he took the Adminiſtration into his own Hands, 
reſolved to lay hold of that Opportunity to ſecure the boundleſs 
Authority of which he was poſſeſſed in his own Dominions, 
and at the ſame time to make himſelf formidable to his Neigh- 
bours. It was to this End that he eftabliſhed firſt under the 
Notion of Guards a very conſiderable Force, which is now 
filed the Troops of the Houthold ; and afterwards, as Occaſion 
ſcrved, raiſed Regiment after Regiment both of Horſe and Foot, 
and kept them in conſtant Service. 

It was by the Help of this Standing Army, that he gained 
{> many and fo great Advantages over Spain and the reſt of his 
Neighbours, and annexed ſeveral conquered Provinces to his 
Dominions ; which at the ſame time afforded him an — 
tunity of increaſing the Number of theſe regular Troops, and 
ef covering bis Frontiers on every ſide with abundance of 
ſtrong Fortreſſes. By Degrees, other States in Europe found 
themſelves obliged, for their own. Defence, to raiſe and main- 
tain regular Troops likewiſe, which furniſhed that ambitious 
Prince with a Pretence for augmenting his to as great a Number 
as was poſſible for him to maintain; and his Example in this, 
az well as in moſt other Points, has been exactly followed by 
his Succeſſor. So that immediately before the breaking out of 
the late War, the Standing Troops of France conſiſted of one 
hundred and twenty thouſand Foot, twenty thouſand Horſe and 
Dragoons, and between cight and ten thouſand Invalids ; that is, 
in the whole, to about one hundred and fifty thouſand Men. 

The kceping up fo large an Army, and the maintaining fo 
many Garriſons, is as ſerviceable to the King as it is burthen- 
ſme and ruinous to the Kingdom, inaſmuch as it keeps ſo great 
a Proportion of able and active Perſons in a State of abſolute 
Ilenefs with regard to the Publick, at the ſame time that heavy 
Taxes are raiſed upon the laborious and induſtrious Part of the 
People for their Subſiſtence. 

But it muſt be allowed. that it finds Employment for the 
N. bility and Gentry of France, more clpecially as it is be- 
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come almoſt an indifpenſivle Cuſtom for them to ſpend their 
Youth, at leaſt the firft Part of it, in the Service; be which 
they are brought inſenſibly into a Dependence upon the Court, 
and have their Minds filled with falte and flavith Notions of the 
Glory of their Grand Mmargue, which intirely get, the better of 
the natural Paſſions that all Men of Birth and Breeding in other 
Nations have for the Service of their Country. Thus the Reade; 
ſees, that the Church, the Law, the Civil Employments, and the 
Military, being wholly at the good Pleaſure ot the Court, the 
far greater Part of the active People in this great Country have 
their Lives and Fortunes at the Diſpoſal of the Crown, and 
ſpend the beſt of their Days in the Maintenance of a Syſtem, 
calculated to hold them in irrecoverable and perpetual Ser- 
vitude. 

The Reader will naturally expect, that we ſhould ſay ſome- 
thing of the Marine, which in the laſt Reign was inderd ex- 
tremely formidable, but was far from being ſo in this; fince it 
is very certain that at the Beginning of the late War, the whole 
naval Power of France did not conſiſt of quite fort; Ships of War 
of all Sizes, which though it be very ſhort of what it was at the 

ing of this Century, yet is much ſupericr to any Force 
the French had of that Nature before the Reign of Lewis XIV. 
As to the Commerce of France, it was before the War began 
very conſiderable, tho' certainly much ſhort of what has becn 
reported of it here. 

The greateſt Evidence thereof that J have ſeen, is derived 
from a Memorial now before me, which contains a Repre- 
ſentation to the French Court of the Loſſes ſuſtained by the 
War, which was drawn up at the Beginning of the Year 
1747, and wherein they are ſtated at two hundred Millions of 
their Money, which make above nine Millions three hundred 
thoufand Pounds of ours. If this proves, as it moſt certainly 
does, that the Trade of France was very much increaſed, and 
even arrived at a furprizing Height; we have at the fame time 
the Confolation of knowing, that it is now not only much 
ſunk and impaired, but in many of its moſt important and 
beneficial Branches almoſt ruined and deftroyed ; and this by 
the Conte on of thoſe, who as they are employed therein, 
muſt be beſt acquainted therewith, and who, in a Repreſenta - 
tion of this kind, durſt not attempt to impoſe upon the Go- 
vernment.. 

We have likewiſe the Satisfactian of being informed from 
the fume authentic Memorial, that in the Judgment of the 
mercantile Part of tat Netion, if it were in the Over the 
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Court to maintain Men of War at Breſt, fiftcen at Cadiz 
and on the Coaſt of Spain, fifteen in America, and ten at Tau- 
ian, all the Branches of their TI rade might be effectually pro- 
tected : Whence it is evident that no ſuch Force has been hi- 
therto employed, and that the Merchants are doubtful whether 
if the Court was ever fo well inclined, they could equip and 
maintain It. 

In reſpect to the Intereſts of France, we are obliged to conſider 
the Nature of the Government only, and the Views which the 
Court propoſes to itſelf, fince theſe are very different from, or, 
to fpeak the Truth, directly oppoſite to the true Intereſt of the 
Nation; for conſidering the Soil, Climate, and Situation of the 
Country, and the Numbers ef its Inhabitants, as they have no 
reaſon to fear, ſo they have no cauſe to diſturb their Neighbours ; 
y whom, if they applied themſelves induſtriouſſy to Manufac- 
tures at home, and to foreign T rade, they _ be very great 
Gainers; and as the ſcveral Provinces of the Kingdom are full 
of creat Tone, they might be all rendered populous and rich 
well as the Country about them. 

4 Government therefore that conſulted the Good of the Peo- 
ple, and the general Benefit of its Subjects, ſhould labour to pre- 
ſerve Peace, and be aſſiduous in cultivating the Arts of Peace, 
which perhaps would tend as much to increaſe the Power and 
fix the Security of ſuch a Government, as the contrary Meaſures 
which are now purſued tend to ſtrengthen and aggrandize 
that abſolute Monarchy, which we have ſeen erected there on 
the Ruins of their Conſtitution, by the Houſe of Bourbon. 

But as a Scheme intirely oppoſite to this has been there carried 
on tr at leaſt a Century paſt, with great Steddineſs and unuſual 
Succeſe, we have no Reaſon to expect, tho*' Circumſtances may 
induce them to difſemble, that the French Court will ever change 
their Meaſures ; and therefore looking upon Things in a Po- 
litical Light, we muſt conſider them, only, without having any 
Retgect to the Intereſt of the People. "The Grandeur of the 
Crown, which with ſome Impropriety is in that Country ſtiled 
the Glory of France, appears to be the ultimate Aim of the 
Pulicy of theſe Miniſters, upon which they have fixed their own 
Attention ſo long, and have magnified it fo much, that it ſeems 
at length to occupy folely the Cares and Attention of the 


Nation. 

To ſpezk impartially, it is on keeping up this Spirit that 
the Peace and Safety of the Government, as it is now admi- 
rifired, depends; and it is impaſſible for the French Court to 
crap ber Influence abroad, without manifefily hazarding her 
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Quiet at home; ſo that to expect a French Monarch ſhould ad- 
here ftrictly to Treaties, and relinquiſh all Views upon his 
Neighbours, is to expect a Golden Age; a thing that may be 
withed even by the Wiſe, but which Fools themſelves can never 
hope to ſee. 

There is therefore no ſort of Doubt, that ſo long as France 
enjoys her preſent Power, and is in a Capacity of preſerving it, 
ſhe will conſuler herſelf as the Head of the Houſe of Bourbon, 
and as the firſt Potentate of the Chriſtian World, to which high 
Titles ſhe will not fail to add as many real Pierogatives as is 
in her Power. In order to this, ſhe will ſtudy to continue Spain 
and the other Princes of her Houſe in a cloſe Dependence upon 
herſelf, by occaſionally gratifying them in their Views; and as 
it is not eaſy to fee how they can expect this any other way, 
there ſcems to be too much, Probability that, for our Time at 
leaſt, ſhe will ſucceed in it. 

It is alſo probable that ſhe will perſiſt in molt of her other 
Schemes, fuch as keeping up a cloſe Correſpondence with the 
Turks, that ſhe may have it in her Power to awe the Houſe of 
Auſtria and the Ryffian Empire; that with the like View ſhe 
will neglect nothing that may contribute to continue, and even 
to increaſe the Jealouſizs that have fo long ſubſiſted, and which 
{till ſubſiſt in Germary ; her Intrigues in all the Northern Courts, 
and her Correſpondencies in Italy, where ſo long as ſhe can pre- 
ſerve her Superiority, ſhe will not fail to have the Court of Rene 
attached to her Cauſc. 

In reſpect to the reſt of Eurepe, the Houſe of Auſtria will 
a! ways remain the Obiect of her Hate, the \'aritime Powers of 
her Enry, and Pruffa of her Jcalouſy; whatever Prefeſſions 
un'ier certain Circumſtances, and to ferve her own Purpoſes, 
the may make to the contrary ; and upon which therefore th ote 
to whom they ate made, Can never depend but to their own 
Prejvdic2, 

She mar aifo, and it is highly prubable ſhe will, difſcmble 
her real Views in Times ot Peace in favour of her Trade, 
which there is no Queſtion ſhe will encourage and promote 
all that lies in her Power, that it may in ſome meaſure repair 
the Loſt:s occatio:zcd by her Wars; but there is no room to 
ſuphaſe that ſhe will remain quiet for many Years together, 
becauſe this muſt many wars indanger a Government like 
ters, by creating Factions in the Court, relaxing the Diſci- 
pline of her Armics, and giving Time to her Nergiibours to 
10 themfeires inty a State of Security and Defence againſt het 
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This is not a Picture drawn at Pleaſure, or by the Hand of 
Prejudice, of the French Government, to render it odious and 
ſuſpected, but from the Life and with ſtrict Regard to Truth. 
The Reader has had the Evidence produced to him, which is 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh this, and it was with that View that we 
took ſo much Pains to produce it. 

Without ſeeing the Hiſtory of France ſince the Acceſſion of 
the preſent reigning Family, and conſidering duly and impar- 
tially the principal Points therein, it would have been impoſſible 
to have ſet the Policy of the French Court in a true Point of 
Light ; or if it had been poſſible, it could ſcarce have been ex- 
pected that the Publick ſhould have given Credit to it; but as 
the Caſe now ſtande, we may flatter ourtelves that there are good 
Grounds to hope that the Juſtice and Impartiality of this Ac- 
count will be conſpicuous to every ingenious Reader, fo as to 
convince him that this is a fair and equal Repreſentation, given 
with no other End than to enable him to form a true Proſpect of 
future Events, and of the Conduct of this Power in ſucceeding 
Timcs. 

Before we quit this Article, it will be proper to obſerve, that 
not wit ſtanding the Truth of what has been faid, vet there are 
no juſt Grounds to deſpair of preſerving the Ballance of Power, 
tho" France and the reſt of the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould purſue 
with the u: moſt Vigour their ambitious Schemes; and this we 
ſha'l likewiſ: make appear, by a few plain and natural Inferences 
and Deductions from the Fliſtory aud Remarks that have been 
already made. 

It is very evident from theſe, that the French Power was at 
its greateſt Height at the Time Lewis XIV. made the Peace of 
Nimernen, or a very little atter. The two ſucceeding Wars 
exhaviitcd that Nation prodigioufly, and more eſpecially the laſt, 
which Erougkt her fo low, that notwithſtanding the long Peace, 
any the may Advantages ſhe ha, fince enjoyed, it is very cer- 
tznf.e is far from having recovered it, ſince her Revenue at 
. thi: Day, tho” it makes a greater Number of Livres, falls ſhort 

in Value of what it amounted to in 1683. 

She has been Fhewiſe very much exhauſted by the laſt War, in 
which ſhe was defeated in moſt of her Views, found herſelf in no 
Canacity of keeping the Acquiſitions ſhe had made, and diſcover'd 
me t1:n5 of Weakneſs beyond what appeared ven in the former 


general Ver. We know that whatever her Diſtreſſes may be, 
I* is impoſſible for her to bring above 257, ccc Men into the 
Ficld; Perhaps it is impoſſible for her to do even that, and ſuch 
n amy the cannot lung maintain; or recruit, if ſhe could 


a. nta in it. But ſupp - ſing it to be Able, this Force will not 
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be ſufficient to defend her, even againſt the laſt Confederacy, if 
the had not a Dependence upon Pruf/ia. 

Experience has ſhewn us, that without this Refource, ſhe 
could not m..intain an Army in che Low-Countrics, and k 
a Force ſufficicnt to deiend her Frontiers on the Side of Mace. 
We may remember, fur the Lime is not Jong fince, the urry 
with which Lewis XV. marched to cover that Part of his Do- 
minions, had like to have coft kim his Life, and very doubtful 
it is, whether he would have been able to have protected them 
at laſt, if a Diverſion had not been made in B:hemia, which 
obliged the Auſtrians to repaſs the Rhine 3; and the Manner in 
which the Trench beheld that Retreat, fully ſhewed how highly 
fatisfhed they were at the Sight. 

But ſuppoſe, as the Thing is indeed very practicable, ſuch an 
Invaſion were attempted at the ſame time, with an Irruption on 
the Side of Prevence, and a Deſcent from England on Bretagne, 
or any other Part of their Coaſts, where would Troops then be 
found to reſiſt all theſe Enemies? Vet there is Reaſon to believe, 
that France made a much better Figure in the late War, than 
the will be able to do in another, unleſs ſhe is fo lucky as to 
fuccecd as happily in her Intrigues at the Beginning of it, as ſhe 
did in thoſe ſhe employed at the Commencement of this laſt, 
which, all Things conſidered, is very improbable. 

Beſides, in the Courſe of the Laff rel, many Incidents 
he· ppened that cannot fail of affecting ftrongly the general 
Intereſts of Eu epe tor the future, no way to the Advantage 
of the Cauſe of France. As tor Inſtance, the !{urprizing and 
unexpected Eforts made by the People of Hung in Support 
of their Sovercign, which, as I have ſhewed in another Place, 
has introduced a new Power in Eise, and brought fuch an 
Acceſſion of Strength to the Houſe of e as faved her 
now, and muſt contribute not a little to render her reſpected 
hereafter. | 

The Devaſtation of Germany immediately aſter the War be- 

„and more eſpecially of the Fagarian and Paull Domi- 
nions, muſt alſo have very good Effects in deterring thote Princes 
from placing any Confidence in the Omnipotence of the 
Grend Afnargue, or ſuppoling the Succeſs of a War muſt be de- 
termined on the bare Appearance of his Forces. 

The heavy NMisfortunes that befell the Nuke of Mena and 
the Geeſe, are alſu very diſcouraging Circumitonces ; notwith- 
ſtanding the Reſtitution of their Dominions. We may there- 
fore reaſonably perſuade ourſelves, that in ſuccecding T1 imes 
another Spirit W.ll prevail z Princes and States will at lait 
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ive, that by repeated Efforts, France has weakened her 
— tho” ſhe preſerves her Ambition to the full; is as vigorous 
as ever in her Views, tho ſhe wants Abilities to accompliſh 
them. 

All this may be the rather expected, becauſe the Suggeſtions 
ef France are commonly againſt the Intercits of the Princes ſhe 
tempt: ; and the Motives muſt conſequently be very ftrong, the 
Pertuafion of Succeſs ſtill ſtronger, to warp ſuch Princes or States 
tom their Intereſts, which they may purſue without Danger or 
Trouble. But after the Defeat of the Scheme laid at the Com- 
mencement of this War, what Inſinuations can move, what 
Arzuments appear conclufive ? 

But this is not all; if ſuch a Check be once given to France, 
a new Spirit may ariſe, and thoſe who Have no Hopes of bene- 
ting themſelves by her Aſſiſtance, may incline to reap Advan- 
tages at her Expence. All Eure well knows how indifferent a 
Title the has to moſt of her Acquiſitions, and with what Ap- 
pearance of Juſtice her Poſſeſſions might be queſtioned ; and who 
can tell what ſome time or other ſuch a Spirit may produce? 

It would be a very eaſy Matter to ſuggeſt various other Reaſons 
to the ſame purpoſe ; but I forbear at prefent, as having faid 
enouqh to ſhe my Opinion, that the Houſe of Bourbon will not, 
indecd, cannot relinquiſh her preſent Syſtem, which muſt always 


* render her terrible to her Neighbours ; but that on the other hand, 


there wants not a Power ſufficient to render all her Intrigues 
abortive, and to defeat all her Enterprizes, tho' ſupported by her 
utmoit Force. 

I am very well aware that there are two Sorts of People who 
will ke inclined to doubt of the Facts which I have advanced, 
and to diſpute the Arguments which I have uſed upon this 
Subject. The firſt of theſe age the Admirers of that over-grown 
Powcr, thoſe who look up not only with Surprize but Pleaſure 
at the amazing Structure, which the Genius of Richelieu con- 
trived, aud the Labours of his Succeſſors erected. In this there 
5 16244 ſomething ſtrange and mean, and yet of theſe Sort of 
Peop.e there have been always ſome, to fay the Truth, too 
man, in the World; as appears by the Greets, who in a Coun- 
try c Liberty, were in their Heart: Friends to the Great King, 
tou; they knew him to be their common Enemy. "The other 
Sort of People are ſuch as fear France immoderately, and who 
barg been fo long uſed to frame horrible Apprchenſions as well 
cr Force as the Deſigns of that Crown, cannot ſufficiently 
duct themſelvgs of their Panic, to enquire coolly and calmly 
Whether there de any good Grounds for their Apprchenſions 
UT RC, 
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My firſt Obſervation upon this is, that fo far from ſub- 
verting my former Calculation, this State of the French Army 
very clearly eſtabliſhes it. In Time of Peace we have ſhewn, 
that the ftanding Forces of France are about one hundred 
and fifty thouſand Men ; and in Time of War, it may be 
very fairly computed, that about this Number is requiſite for 
the Garriſons, the Security of the Coaſts, and the * 
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of the interior Part of the Kingdom: Which will be ſtill more 
evident, it we conſider that one hundred and twelve Batta- 
lions of Militia, making upwards of eighty thouſand Men, 
are included in the foregoing State of the Army. I was not 
conſequently in the wrong, in ſuppoſing that France could not 
brinz many above two hundred thouſand Men into the Field, 
even when the cxerted herſelf to the utmoſt. We have likewiſe 
ſeen, that great as this Force is, ſhe might have been attacked by 
the Allies, if their Engagements to each other had been punctu- 
ally performed, with equal, if not ſuperior Armies. 

My next Obſervation is as to the Expence, which the 
Reader ſees, for the bare Subſiſtence of the Troops, amounts 
to the whole ordinary Revenue of France, or ſomewhat more 
than five Miilions Sterling. As to the Extraordinaries of War, 
the Subſidies to foreign Powers, the Expences of the Navy, 
the Charge of Colonies, and many other Particulars, they are 
totally excluded; and I preſume noboby will think that the 
Computation is extravagant, if we conſider theſe as i 
to the like Sum. To all this we muſt add the Charge of the 
Civil Government, which in a Time of War cannot be at all 
leſſened; and when we have done this, and into the 
Account the diſtreſſed Condition of their Trade, which mani- 
teſts itſelf more and more ſince the Concluſion of the Peace, 
when Traders attempting to draw their M out of the 
Hands of thoſe who paid them Intereſt for it during the 
War, when they could not employ it in Commerce, has 
occaſioned innumerable ies. 

I fay, when all this is taken into our View, and ſeriouſiy re- 
flected upon, we muſt, unleſs we will abſolutely ſhut our Eyes, 
perceive, that tho” the abſolute Power of the French Government 


enables thoſe who adminiſter it, to avail themſelves of the laſt 


Man and the laſt Shilling that Kingdom can raiſe, for the Sup- 
port of their ambitious Projects, yet when this is done, no Po- 
licy, however refined, can repair that Waſte of Wealth, or re- 

{tore their extenuated Strength, in a ſhort Space of Time. 
Power may ſuperſede the Laws of Reaſon, Humanity and 
— ; but human Power cannot conſtrain the Laws of Nature. 
Vhen a People are exhauſted, they muſt have Time to recruit ; 
and tho” it may be very well ſu that in an abſolute Go- 
vernment, this will be ſo far from being prevented, that all ima- 
ginable Pains will be taken to further and facilitate their Reco- 
very, yet a very little Penetration will ſhew us, that even this 
cannot be immediately done; for thoſe who adminiſter ſuch a 
Government, being always jcalous of their Nc ighbours, cannot 
turn ticir Thoughts inflantly, or at leaſt not intir:ly, even to 
this 
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this neceſſary Point; for tho“ ſuch a Recovery is iſite, vs 
Self- Preſervation remains ſtill the firſt EG — 
Prov iſion muſt be mail- for that. 

When an abſolute Government is not preparing to attack her 
Neighbours, ſhe muft be occupied in providing againſt any Dan. 
ger, that may teſult from her being ſuddenly attacked; and there. 
fore whatever the Bulk of the People, whatever thoſe who hare 
the Intereſt of the People only at Heart, may wiſh or plead for, 
the Minifters under ſuch a Government will attend to that, and 
will not ſuffer their Cares to be called off to any other Object, 
before what regards this, upon which their Power depends, is 
thoroughly ſettled. 

We ſee that in Fact this was the Cafe in France, immediately 
upon the Concluſion of the War: The People took it then for 
granted, that the extraordinary Taxes ſhould ccaſe at once; they 
promiſed this to themſclves, and they had been promiſed it by the 
Crown; yet their Wiſhes and Expectations were not anſwered. 
The Parliament interpoſed in their Behalf; and it is amazing, 
that no Account was ever publiſhed here of the Subſtance of their 
Remonftrances, which were in Effect to this Purpoſe: That 
extraordinary Taxes could only be paid chearfully upon extraor- 
dinary Occaſions, and from the Hopes of being ſpeedily delivered 
from them ; and therefore to deprive Men of theſe — was 
to render them Bankrupts in their Fortunes, and deſperate in theit 
Diſpoſitions: That to pay Debts was a good Thing in itſelf, 
and certainly tended to the Relief of the People; but this Relief 
being diſtant, and the People ſtanding in Necd of immediate 
Eaſe, the latter was a more ſuitable Relief than the formeg: That 
Indigence was a Defence even againft abſolute Power, and there- 
fore it was to be feared, that it the extraordinary Taxcs were 
paid, the ordinary Revenue of the Crown would be greatly 
diminiſhed, and conſequently new Debts be incurred faſter than 
the old ones diſcharged. 

But did theſe Remonftrances prevail? No; only inſtead of 
the Tenth, the Twentieth Penny was impoſed : For tho' it is 
highly probable the Miniſtry were ſenſible of the Force of this 
Reaſoning, and of the Diftreſs of the Nation, yet being at the 
ſame time more ſenſible of the Wants of the Government, as 
concerning them more, they thought fit to poſtpone the Relict 
of the People to what they will certainly call the Intereft of 
the State. 

Thus I preſume it is male tolerably plain, that with all 
her Power and Policy, Fance cannot in a few Years recover 
the Lofies the has ſuſtained in the laſt War; nor will it be 

Mithin the Compaſs of her Abilities, intirelv to give thoſe En- 
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couragements and Aſſiſtances to her Allies, that very poſſibly they 
were made to expect after the Concluſion of the Peace; and if this 
ſhould happen, there is the higheſt Probability, that thoſe Allies 
will vary their Syſtem as their Intereſts direct; and what 
the 8 of this may be, I ſhall not venture to foretell. 

| ſhall only take the Liberty of adding upon fo nice a Subject, 
that the part France has hitherto acted, both in the North and in 
Germany, renders it ſufficiently evident that a general I ar upon 
Terms, any way like thoſe of the 4%, is by no means her Aim; 
which ſerves to juſtify what ſome of her moſt able Stateſmen have 
upon certain Occaſions declared; hat the laſt War was fo far 
from being of her Contrivance, that ſhe was carried into it 
Conſtraint, and never comprehended the full Extent of her En- 
gagements, till ſhe was called upon to comply with them, and 
this under Circumſtances that would not well admit of Refufal. 
We may therefore preſume ſhe will ſcarce bring herſelf into 
the /ame State again. 

We might very eaſily carry our Reflections farther, and enter 
into a Multitude of entertaining as well as inſtructive Diſquiſi- 
tions, on a variety of curious and important Subjects; ſuch as 
the ill Treatment of a Perſon who had certainly deſerved well 
from France; the incredible Pains uſed, and the immenſe Ex- 
pence incurred to put her Marine not only on a fair, but on a 
formidable Footing ; the bold Steps taken at home in humbling 
both the Clergy and the Parliament; the vigorous Meaſures — 
ſued in the E, and her artificial Management in the #e/# 
Indies; together with another Event more important than all of 
theſe. But we forlcar from this fingle Conſideration, that ſince the 
Time of the celebrated Mr. Ba v Rs, tao the Arts of Cyphering and 
Decyphering have been greatly improved, yet we have entirely f 
8 penning a I biſper. 

To conclude, it ſeems highly probable, and it is to be wiſhed 
that Experience may not confirm it; that if France has again re- 
courſe to Arms, the will endeavour to do her Bufineſs ſingiy, fo 
as to avoid being drawn into a burthenſome and unfathomable 
Expence, in ſupporting Allies, as well as of carrying on Wars in 
different Places. She will labour to divide before ſhe attempts 
ſtriking a Blat, and will practiſe every Art to hinder a particular 
lrom becoming a gereral Quarrel, and it is highly poſhble, will 
give up with this View, that Paint which it may be apprehended 
the has met at Heart ; in conſequence of ſome Equivalent either 
to herſelf or her Allies. I think a farther Explanation needleſs ; if 
the Reader dif ers in Opinion, TIME before this Book comes to 
another Impre fon will decide the Difference, and it will afferd 
me greet Sati:iacucn to find the A //ake on my vide. 
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The Hiſtary of Spain, under the Hæuſe of Auſtria 
the paſſing of that Crown into the Family of 
Bourbon ; the Conſequences of this Alteration, 

and the preſent Maxims of Government, true 

3 and political Connettions of that King. 


E are now to preſent the Rea ler with a ſuccinct 

of Spain, in order to give a clear Account of her politi- 
cal Intereſts and Connections. Every body knows how much it 
imports us to be acquainted with them, and many are by this 
Time ſenſible of Misfortunes we have more once 


the Fi 
his Policy that made the Kings of Spain great, it was her Vir- 
tues that made the Crown ſo. 18 
"Fhere-weve three Things that fell out under their Reigns, 
which intirely altered the Face of Affairs in Spain, amd there- 
by changed the Syſtem of Europe. "The firſt was the Junc- 
tion of the Crowns of Caftile and Loon, .with—the -Domi- 
nor- that belong d- each of- them; and-tiie—was brought 
about by their Marriage. The ſecond was the total Excluſion of 
the Moors, which was effected by the Conqueſt of Granada, the 
laſt of thoſe Principalities which they had erected in that Coun- 
try; and which the Union of thei * ie the 


Power of cheſe Frtress to accomplith. The third was the Di- 
covery 
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covery of the New World, and the annexing of it, when diſ- 
covered, to their Dominions; by which Spain may be faid to 
commence her Maritime Power. 
Thus in the Compaſs of about thirty Years, Spai 


rend all Cempariſon the greateſt Power in Eure which] 
4 . fore was very inconſiderable, For-this Ferdinand and his 
Queen T/abella their Reign in 1472 ; the Queen died in 
uni 


1504, and the King in 1516, after of 
Naples and Navarre, under various Pretences, to the reſt of hig 


already extenfive Dominions. | 
This is a ſhort Account of the Growth of the Spaniſh Power 
„ from which Time 


to the opening of the ſixteenth Cen 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that we have more diſtinct 
| Notions of its gradual Progreſs, greateſt Height, and ſubſe- 
quent Declenſion, as well as of 1 that has hap- 
pened from its paſſing out of the Houſe of Auſtria into that 
of Baurbon, which occaſioned the laſt general War, and has 
nan the principal Negotiations in Eurepe ever 
That we may do this effectually, and at the ſame time keep 
as much within Bounds as poſſible, we ſhall firſt of all give a 


the United Provinces, as thoſe which ſtiled 


Netherlands, and belong moſtly to the 


gary. 
We ſhall next give a ſhort View of the Reign 
| who, if ambitious Princes are to be ſtiled fo, 
King, at leaſt the greateſt Politician, that Europe 
and in that Quality bid the faireſt for univerſal M 
his Pretenſions to which, he was rather defeated 
than cither by the Power or Prudence 
him, and yet he had to deal with ſome 
that ever ruled in this Part of the W 
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Ft 


D 
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We ſhall in the third place ſhew, mighty Power 
which he eſtabliſhed dwindled away and ſunk to nothing under 
his Succeſſors; ſo that at laſt they were protected in the Polleſ- 

| hon of their Dominions, by thoſe very Powers that had been 


a, 


raiſed upon their Ruin. A ftrange Revolution this-! but 
all that has happened in Europe the moſt worthy of Attention; 
becauſe it ſhews us how the moſt potent Governments are 
inicebled and brought to Decay by all-graſping Princes; and 
how Providence counteraQts human p icy, ſo as to draw Events 

X directly 


in which this Ki changed its Maſters, and how all E- 
to acquieſce at laſt in its remaining in the Poflefion 
King Philip V. tho? a younger Branch of the Houſe 


i in a foregoing Article relating to the Houſe of 
iven an Account of the Deſcent of Charles V. who 
of Ferdinand and 1/abella their 


and who ſucceeded firit to the ZLow-Countries, 
was 1 
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the fake of the prodigi 
he drew from the Spaniſh Dominions in Eur 
behaved toward them always with great Civili 
cenſion, and countenanced that Prepoſſeſſion in their Fay 


Y 


in their Princes. 
But on the one hand the Empcror did not foreſee in the for- 


mer Part of his Reign, the Impoſſibility of ſecuring all his Do- 


minions to his Son, which if he had done, he would certainly 
have acted otherwiſe than he did, and have been more tender of 
the Intereſt of Spain, and more prudent in the Diſpoſition 
that immenſe Wealth which accrued to him from the Poſſeſſion 
of it. He faw this in the latter Part of his Days, and then he 
changed his Scheme of proceeding ; he endeavoured to augment 
his Maritime Force, and by the Marriage of his Son Philip 


with Mary Queen of England, ſought to eſtabliſh a new Con- 


ncction. between the different Parts of his Dominions, and 5 


wy 


r 
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the fame time to ſurround France, and keep her in continual 


were as much deceived on the other hand in 
their Notions for the great Conqueſts and mighty Grandeur 
of the Emperor ; as were gained 1 5 Mag 
were kept the ſame eans; and this exhauſted 
of Men Money, drew from her all the Wealth derived 
from her Indies even faſter than it came in, and by putting it 
into the Power of the Court to confer honourable and 

!oyments upon her Grandces, thoſe 
of Honour and Patriotiſm for which 
famous, and made them the Flatterers of and Depen- 
dents on their Miniſters, Lr 
have deſpiſed. 

It muſt be allow d, that conſidering the End be aim'd at, 
this Monarch laid down a right Plan, and commonly ſpeaking, 
purſued it ſteadily ; he was alſo generally ſucceſsful, and after 
the Battle of Pavia, ſtood very fair for his great De- 
ſign into Execution: But in the Decline of he was leſs 
fortunate, or rather he was better known; all the Powers in 
Europe were upon their Guard, and that fraudulent Policy, 
which he had been ſo great a Gainer, grew not only 
but was alſo turned upon himſelf. 

Hence it was, that almoſt every | to 
decline. bo 4 4 | 
the Pope and the Italian Princes were continual ly Ping agink 
1 > mm — 

Curies, which had been always the moſt favoured Part of his 
Dominions, he met with ſuch M as forced him to 


ot appear 
univerſal Monarchy ; he was indeed fatisfied, that it could ne- 


ver be 


Diſpoſition of Philip exactly, and tho' he 
Hero, he was rather a more refined Politician 
therefore he took all imaginable Pains to infuſe i is Mi 
the ſame Views, the fame Paſſions, and the ſame Principles 
Policy, that had bimſelf. : 

It was to facilitate this, that at the Time of his ; 
he put into his Hands a Syſtem of the Art of War, and another 
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his Father's Dominions, and ſtudied them with ſuch Dili 
that he was ſoon in a Condition to have given the like Leſſons 
himſelf. The Spaniards even at this Time, retain the Memo. 
ry of this Fact, and make uſe of it as a proverbial E 
4 hat in all great Emergencies, their Miniſters are wont to conſult 
the Spirit of Charles V. which is but t. o true, for they proſe. 
cuted his Maxirms till they wore out the Force and Riches cf 
this opulent and potent Nation; and came to be in that deplot- 
able State in which we ſhall hcreafter find them. 

In 1558, the Emperor Charles V. died in his Retirement, 
diſſatisfied with the World, his Son, and himſelf; but at the 
fame time with a full Profpect of Philip's becoming Maſter of 
the greateſt Part of Europe, cither by Force of Arms, or by 
Dint of his Intri He leſt him, it muſt be acknow 
a moſt formidable Prince; for he had juſt triumphed over the 
French, by a deciſive Victory, had recovered all his Dominiors 


in Italy, was in full Poſlcfion of the Low-Comuntries, and had 


fo much Power in England, as enabled him to employ the whole = 


Strength of this Nation for his Service, directly againſt its own 


To fay Truth, if it had not been for the timely Death of his 
Conſort Queen Mary, there is hardly any Doubt to be made, 
that he would have carticd his Point ; and have annexed this 
Crown, for ſome time at leaſt, to the reſt of his Territories, 
which as it would have been fatal to the general Good of Eure, 
would have been no leſs deſtructive to our Anceſtors in particu- 


-lar, as we ſhall perhaps have an Occaſion to ſhew more largely 
in another Part of this Work. 


the War which he entered into with France, had at firſt great 
Succefles, which were chiefly owing to the Fidelity and Virtues 
of his Subjects in the Law-Countrics, It was not long, how- 
ever, that he ſuſfered his Affairs to continue in this Situation; 
he was bent upon returning to, and living in ain; he pre- 
ferred none but the Natives of that Country, and ſhewed him- 
felt fonder of their Cuitoms, and Manner of Living, than wa 
tit for a Prince, who had ſuch extenfive Dominions, 2nd 
People of ſuck different Tempers, and Difpoſitions, under his 
Obedience. 

He attempted likewiſe upon their Liberties, and was de- 
firous of leaving Spanijh Troops in their principul Cities, 
under the Command of the Prince of Orange, and Count 
Igmant; but the People abſolutely refuſed to ſubmit, and 
ſoon aftcr the Troubles in thoſe Parts began. The Spaniare 
miſtook their Intereſts in this Reſpect intirely ; they were pleakl 


Philip II. began his Reign with much Reputation, and in 
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at what had happened ; they rejoiced at their having a King 
intirely Spaniſh ; and looked upon the Revolt of the Flemings, 
4; a Thing that muſt prove very advantageous to them, as it 
would afford the King, net only an Opportunity of curtailing 
their Privileges, but of confhicating their Eſtates, and beſtow- 
ing them upon his Favourites, or in other Words, upon them- 
ſelves. 

But they were convinced by Experience of the Folly of theſe 
Notions ; for the People of the Low-Countries were not to be 
frizhted out of their Privileges, and therefore to deprive them 
by Force, Troops were continually to be ſent from Spain, 
and to be maintained when ſent in the Low-Countrics, which 
inſtc2d of becoming, as Philip intended, a Place of Arms, 
from whence he might at Pleaſure invade either France or 
Enzland, they became in Reality the Theatre of a War, where 
at a very ſmall Expence the Engliſh and French broke the Force 
of the Spaniſh Monarchy, while thus employed againſt its own 
Subjects. This was the firſt and great Miſtake of his Reign, 
a Miſtake which how much ſoever he might repent, he could 
never repair ; a Miſtake that was equally fatal to his own 
Power, and uſeful in creating a Diverſion to his Neighbours, 
who but for this Miſtake would have run a very great Hazard 


of becoming like wiſe his Subjects. 


Another great Miſtake committed by Philip II. was his con- 
ſidcring in the Adminiſtration of Affairs, his own ambitious 
Projects only, without the leaſt Attention to the Welfare of his 
Subjects. He faw his Dominions daily thinned by the Loſſes 
his Army ſuſtained ; he faw the Trade of his People decline, 
ch.ciy from the heavy Load of Taxes which he impoſed ; he 
faw likewiſe the naval Power of his Kingdom continually fink, 
trom his employing aimoſt all the Shipping and Seamen in his 
Dominions, in a Varicty of Expeditions, many of which were 
unſucceſsful, in reſpect to the Views that he and all 
of them were excceding1y ruinous to the Spamſh Nation. 

He had no Conſideration of this, but acted as if his People 
had been Brute Beaſts, in which he had a Property, without 
being under any Obligation to take care of them. He was fo 
conſummate a Politician, that he did nothing without a View, 
and thought of no other Views than his on; by which he ſtript 
his People of their Wealth, without providing for their Supply; 
which made an IJtaliam Wit compare him to a bad Horſeman, 
who rode his Beaſt hard, and ſeldom gave him a Meal's Meat. 
It was to this Principle, that he owed that Firmneſs, or rather 
lſcafibility, for which be was ſo famous. | 

X 3 Ile 


* He ſhewed no Emotion on ill News, 
of the Lives and Fortunes of his Subjects 


in their Maſter's Dominions ; that 
ile he meditated in his Cloſet at the Eſcurial, the Plans were 
laid there, by which Hemiſpheres were 


— 


the dreadful Diſtreſſes that theſe am- 
their exhauſted Country; | 
of Princes | 


— 
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re- 
covered Str os ans 
Henry IV. made - 
haſte to leave his 
Dominions he ob- 
tained it a very 
mild and lay in 
his to 
conti been 
effected, if he had not put his Son Don who 


7 


was likewiſe the Son of Mary Infanta of Portugal. But the 
ple were ſo averſe to the Spaniſh Dominion, that their 
put into their Litanies a Petition to God to deljver them 
the Caſtilian Yoke. 
Thus it appears plainly, that Experience convinced Philip 
who was very juſtly eſteemed a conſummate Politician, of his 
former Errors, and in a manner forced him to fee that the true 
Greatneſs of a King does not conſiſt in Conqueſts and extend- 
ing his Dominions, but in governing thoſe wiſely which he 
T and be nat his Subjects rich and happy, 
ae | 
His laſt Error was committed when he was near his 
End, and was of all others the moſt excuſeable. flatter'd 
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weaker than he found it, and his Subjects impoveriſbed ta 


ſuch a Degree as made their Recovery difficult, as the Conduct 
of his Succeſſors rendered it impracticable. 

His Son Philip III. was a Prince endowed with all the 
Virtues requiſite to have rendered him happy in private Life; 
but without thoſe Qualities which were nec 


This was the Duke of Lerma, during whoſe Adminiſtration 
a ſolid Peace was concluded with England, agrecable to the 
ing Counſel of Philip II. He alſo made a Truce with 
Dutch, and laboured all he could to bring the Expences of the 
„ But what is 
and remarkable, this happy Temper both in the King and his 
Miniſter was attended with an unforeſeen Con — which 
rendered all the Expectations that might juſtly have been 
formed from thence vain and abortive. 

It had been the Policy of his Father to leſſen the Power and 
to abate the Credit of the Grandees, whom he hated, 
no doubt, had as little Reſpect for him; but Philip 
ſued a contrary Conduct, he had an Affection far the 
Nation, and a fincere Reſpect for their Nobility, whom there- 
fore he brought into his Councils, and employed in his Affairs; 
but it fe'l out, that their Notions were directly oppolite to 
thoſe of the Miniſter; they thought his Love of Peace a Weak- 
neſs, and his forming no Plan for extending the Dominions of 
Spain derogatory from the Glory of the Crown ; and by adopt- 
oy 6 OG of Ws ines: wh hae! Lambs Gm, ane 


III. pur- 


neuiſh'd Tranſaction of 
his Reign, and at the fame Time the moſt fatal ; and that 
from which Spain derives part of that Miſery under which 
ſhe labours at preſent. This was the intire driving out the 
Moaorifſccs, or the Deſcendents of the Moors, that inhabited the 
Kingdom of Granada and the Countries adjacent, to the 
Number of nine hundred thouſand Perſons, of all Ranks, 
Sexes, and Ages. The Pretence was, that they. were diſaffected 
ad irreconcileable to a Chriſtian Government, as being ſtill 
Adoemmedans in theis Hearts, 


In 
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In this, no doubt, there was a great deal of Truth; but 
when the ſame Expedient was more than once to 
Philip II. his Anſwer always was, You muſt find me 
Method, for this is impracticable. Yet under this Reign 
not only reſoiv'd upon but put in Execution; by : 
Tract of Country, and that too the moſt populous 
was left without Inhabitants, and from | beyond 


J. 


driving them over to 
implacable Enemies, was one 


Degrees the Nobility got the better of the Duke 
1 King's Opinion; but that prudent Miniſter 
bis Fall, took care to ſecure his Head, which 
aimed at by his Enemies, by covering it with a Card 
After this Diſgrace ſome I roubles broke out in 
proved very detrimental to the Spaniſp Intereſt ; and it i 


had not been removed by Death, which 
Day of March 1621. 
hilip IV. ſucceeded his Father in the Flower of his 
and the firſt Action of his Reign ſeemed to ſpeak 
higher Genius for Government. He had i 
Prince of Afturias, in Favour of a Gentleman conde 
Murder, and had obtained his Father's Promiſe for a 
with which the Relations of the Criminal were ſatisfied, and 
did not make haſte to take it out in Form. After the King's 
Death, the Profecution was renewed, and the new 1. 
rected Execution. "Thoſe who had follicited for the you an 
were amazed, and repreſcntcd to his Majeſty the Incon 
as they conceived, of his Behaviour. His Anſwer was v 
remarkable, IFhile a private Man, ſaid he, there was Room 
in my Breaſl for Compaſſion, but now I ama King, it is intirely 
taken up with Tuftice. All Antiquity does not furniſh us wit!: 
2 Saying more ſenſible or worthy of a Monarch ; but alas ! 
cetera ad nanc farmam non erant. 

He drove his Father's Favourites from Court, and among 
them the Duke d Uzeda, the unnatural Son of the Duke of 
Lerma, and one of the warmeſt Perſecutors of his Father. 
This was certainly right, but ſoon after he ſpoiled the Cardinal- 

Duke 
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rung of them. 
fell heavy upon the Miniſter, for the Queen, 

of the | %..- we having once broke the Ice, Complaints 
inſt Olvares came from all Ranks of People, and all 
Quarters of the Spaniſb Dominions ; ſo that he was torn from 
the King, who directed him to retire 2 ſmall Diſtance from 
the Court; he obey'd; and if he could have been idle, he 
might have recovercd his Power, for the King was inclined to 
recall him. k Abel * 

But he ſpent his leiſure Hours in writing an 

his Adminitration, in which he ſhewed more Wir in de- 
tending, than he had ever done Prudence in his Cons 


37 
and this revived the Rage, and 
Enemies to ſuch a Degree, t 
him to a greater Diſtance from Court, 
Diſcontent ſoon killed him. In the Perſon o 
ds Olivarez ended the Spirit of the Adminiſtration, for none 


The King had been fo long 
vernment another Perſon, that he very ſoon made Choice 
of a new Minifter, Don Lewis de Hare, a Man of 
derate Capacity, whoſe Views reached no farther 
taining the Government in its uſual Order ; 


was of a milder Ditpoſition, and befides, 
of France was inclincd to put an End t 
the two Kingdoms, which was preciſely 
niſter moſt earneſtly deſired. 
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run to Decay ; the American Commerce fallen 
what it was, and the 
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the 

that this 
would ſome time or other transfer the Monarchy of Spai 
the Houſe of Auſtria to that of Bourbon ; the Thought 
he could not bear. But as at this Time he had ſev 

Children, his Miniſters perſuaded him that this was an i 
tr 4 and that nothing but 
could render in which were 
and ſecure. "oy . 
Beſides, the King was extremely ſet upon 

tugal, and his Minifter made him believe, that a Peace with 
France would put that abſolutely in his Power, and that it 
was in vain to hope the Accompliſhment of it any other 
Way; fo that at laſt he was overcome, and conſented to 
the Interview, and alſo the Marriage, both which ſoon 
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took place; to which the War made againſt Spain by eng 
gave the 


This famous Treaty of the Pyrennees was concluded Novem. 
ber 7th, 1659, 44. French were left in Poſſeſſiom of 
a great Part of thei in Flanders, Artois, Hainault 
and Luxembourg ; but moſt of the Sea Coaſts were reſtored to 
his Catholic Majeſty, the very important Port of Dunkirk only 

it was then in the Hands of the Englifs : 
The French likewiſe reſtored ſome Places they had taken in the 
Afilaneſe, ſeveral Fortreſſes in the Franche-Camte, or C of 
Burgundy, and all that they then poſſeſſed in Catalonia. 
fair and equal Peace that was made in all the laſt 
thoſe Politicians that annex true and juſt No- 
to the famous Term of the Ballance of Power in Exrope, 
with reſpect to theſe two Crowns, the T of the 
 Pyrennees; as with reference to Germany, they mean the T rea. 
4 WW:ftphalia ; and in regard to the North, the Treaty of 


the Portugueſe ; ſo that notwi 
_— —_—_ during the Remainder nn Reign, 

d agai it was to no and 
5 11 d. 
and how little jon there was between its Strength then, 
and in the Reign of Philip II. when alone and without Allies, 
it was formidable to all Europe. 


There is no that we ſhould · inſiſt longer on what 
paſſed in the Time of King Philip IV. a Prince fo weak in his 
tender Years, that is was generally believed he would not live to 


become a Man, and who notwithſtanding reached to the Age 
of Sixty-one and upwards, and enjoy d for the laſt forty Years 
a ſtrong and vigorous Conftitution. The Diſpoſition of his 
Mind was the very reverſe of that of his - for whereas in 
his Youth he diſcovered great Quickneſs of Parts, and unuſual 
Penetration; in his riper Years, he addicted himſelf wholly 
to Pleaſure, and in the Decline of his Life, fell into a State of 
Indolence, which differed very little from Inſenſibility, leaving 
ail things to his Miniſters ; tho“ now and then he ſhew'd that 
his Parts were not entirely extinguifacd, but that he 2 


Nitard, governed her abſolutely ; and 
was to raiſe him to the high Office of Inqui 


muſt have his Family free from Hereſy, or even the Suſpicion 
Hereſy ; whereas it was very well known, that Father Nitard's 


Parents were both | 
very ſmall Matter ; but in Spain, 
from 


One would think this was a 
one may be ſure it could not be conſidered in this Light, 
the ing Inſtance : A poor Prieſt of the Province of Galicia, 
who was never out of his Country in his Life, preſented a Pe- 
tition, defiring fome Favour from Philip II. The Man's Name 
was Martin 


Charles II. the aft Ki 
was not ON four Vows of Anp 
the King his Father, who though he left bis Widow 4 
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Hime of Auſtria Regent, appointed at the fame time a Council, 
or as they call them in Spain, a Junta, without whoſe Advice 
ſhe was to do nothing of Importance. This Council of State con- 
ſiſted of fix Perſons, four of whom kad Seats therein, in Right 
of their Dignities. But the Cardinal of Arragon. being at that 
Time Archbiſhop of Tolede, and Inquiſitor-General, the Queen 
iled upon him to refign the laſt of theſe two Places in 
favour of her Confeſſor Father Nitard, who thereby obtained 
a Place in the Council of Regency, and conſequently had a 


large Share in the Government, which by Degrees he totally 


by her Influence over the Kirig her Huſband, 
upon him on his Death-bcd to take no more No- 
is natural Son Don Juan, than if he had not been in 
orld ; which, conſidering the Cuſtom of Spain, where 
Baſtards of Kings bave higher Rank, and greater Honours 
paid them, than in any other Country in Europe, was a fti 
thing, and at the ſame time the moſt impolitick Step ſhe could 
have taken; ſince after diſobliging the People, by preferring Fa- 
ther Nitarad, ſhe ſhould never have given them a Head, more 
eſpecially ſuch a one as Don Juan, who was already as much 
r 
of the King. 

2 be eas that the Spanih Hiſtory, and to ſay the 
Truth, ſcarce any Hiſtory nts us with a more inactive or 
i ious Reign, than this of which we are ſpeaking. But for 


require 
ild be y well known, as had a ſtrong Influence 
the Allies of Europe; OE — 
with them, moſt of our Writers have given us talſe, or at 
imperfect Notions of the 1/þ Government and 
the Time of this Prince's and the paſſing of 
into the Houſe of Baurlen, which we have been 
believe was in Conſequence of a forged Will, and 

inſt the Inclinations of the People ; whereas, in Fact, 
neither of theſe were true, as will clearly be ſhewn to the atten- 
tive Reader of the following Hiſtory, which we will begin with 
giving impartially the Characters of the principal Perſons con- 
cerned therein, and purſue the ſame Method through the whale 
of this important Period. 

The young King had a great deal of Wit and Spirit for a 
Child of his Age ; and though the Education given him was 
very indifferent, yet his Parts alone enabled him to diſcover 3 
better Genius {or Government, and a greater Capacity than 


— 
; 
4 


25 


ZE 
125 


It 


1 


eicher his Father or Grandfather. How he came t. a 


11475 


170 ms 


e pee 


1 lb I i 


15 
1 


111 


111111 


nl 


1225 
=E 
Alte 


f 


i 


322 

Home; and the Fact is, that they went in ſuch a manner 
that it was hardly poſſible they ſhould go worſe. 3 
A young Prince of the Abilities and Quality of Don Fran, 
knew very well how to manage the Temper and Diſcontentz 
of the Multitude, ſo as to find his Intereſt therein; any 
therefore he took care to feed the Malecontents with Hopes, 
to give them private Informations, and to hint to them from 
time to time, Promiſes of Protection; till at laſt their Cl. 
mours roſe fo high, . oy = 42 from thence ©» 

repreſent boldly to the Queen; whole Kingdom was in 
Ferment, I Ip" Abroad in a declining 


. 


IT 


he 
did 
the 
of 


twenty-fixth, he would come in Perſon 
the Windows. 

It was then that the Queen faw, that notwithſtanding 
Title of Regent, the had little or no Power; for the attempted 
to put the City of Madrid in a State of Defence, and the 
refuſed to obey her; ſo that much againſt her Will the was 
forced to ſend away her Confeſſor, as ſhe did on the twenty- 
fiſth ; and he went directly to Rome, where ſhe gave him foon 
aſter the Title of Ambaſſador from the Crown of Spain, 
procured him a Hat from the Pope. Upon his Promotion, he 
wrote a very civil apes I” Letter to Don Ju 
in hopes of paving t is Way for returning into pam; 
1 aniwered his Letter, and the Cardinal 
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anſwer her Intentions, that Prince retiring thither, and apply- 
ing himſclf with Diligence rr 
Office. In the mean time the Queen found out a new Fa- 
vourite, 2 Spaniſh Gentleman, whoſe Name was Don Ferdinand 
4e Valnzuela, a Perſon that ſtood no way diſtinguiſhed by Birth, 
Service, or any great Qualities. 

He came to Court in no higher Rank than that of a Noble- 
man's Page; he made his Addreſſes to the Queen's Favourite, 
married her, and thereby came to have a large Share in 
Miſtreſs's Favour, roſe by very quick Steps 
Employments, and became as abſolute, and as 
Favourite as Father N:itard. Several of the Nobility who were 
ſincerely in the Queen's Intereſt, repreſented to 
Conſequences that muſt naturally follow, from her too great 
d for ſuch a Perſon ; but it was in vain, the Queen re- 
main'd fix'd in her own Sentiments, 


had no other Effect, than in to raiſe 

2 it ſhould not be eaſy to 
it. 

In theſe Sort of Diſputes, while the Affairs Kingdom 

were daily growing worſe and worſe, about fix Years were 


waſted ; ſo that on the 19th of November 1675, the 
declared Major, according to te Las of Bok i 
acquired the Age of Fourteen. The Queen however 
Step merely for the Sake of Form, for ſhe had not 


18 
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1 


leaſt doubt of the King's Conſent; but 
ted to him ſome Days af 
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thought the Actions of this young Prince would have been ſuit- 
able to this Declaration ; but we are told, that his 8 
was ſe prepared, that in a ſhort time he apparently declined 
both in Health and Parts, and conſequently the Queen remain d 
in full Poſſeſſion of her Authority. 

It is not to be imagined, that in ſo great a Kingdom there 
ſhould not be ſome of the Nobility who preſerved a juſt R 
for their Prince and for his People: Such as were in theſe Sen. 
timents t they could not take a more effectual Step, than 
to repreſent the State that Affairs were in to Don Juan, who had 
already received ſome Intimations of that Kind, and had written 
freely, but at the fame time very reſpectfully to the Queen, be- 
ſeeching her Majeſty to take a juſt Care of the King's Education, 
to leſſen the Taxes, and to provide for the Security of the King- 
dom, which ſuffered exceedingly by the War, in which ſhe was 
then engaged againſt France. 

But all theſe Meafures had very little Effect; the 
valued her own Power beyond all things; and yet the raiſing 
and ſupporting Valenzuela, whom ſhe made a Grandee of Spalt 
of the firſt Claſs, was almoſt the fole Point that ſeemed to merit 
her Attention, and the only Effect of that Authority, which ſhe 
fo eaſily obtained, and was at ſo much Pains to keep. TheP:- 
triots therefore had recourſe to another Meaſure ; they appli 
themſelves to the King, and having repreſented to him in 
ral the Situation of his Affairs, they inſiſted more particularly on 
the Circumſtances of his Perſon, which were ſuch, that he was, 
properly ſpeaking, very little bctter than a Priſoner, fince the 

arquis de Valenzuela ſuffered none to come near him, but thoſe 
he knew, or at leaſt took to be in his Intereſts. 

Theſe Diſcourſes made fuch an Imprethon upon the King, that 
he readily demanded what Remedy could be applied ? To which 
it was immediately anſwered, that the only way he had to deliver 
himſclt, was to withdraw ſecretly to Buen Retire, fend for Don 
Juan thither, ind reform the Government by his Advice. They 
owned the thing was difficult, and they without Scruple of 
Reſerve ct forth the Difficulties attending it, that they might the 
better judge of the Spirit of their Prince. The King told them, 
that in ſpite of thoſe Difficulties he would be free ; and that on 
ſuch a Day they might give Don Juan Notice that he expected to 
ſee him at that Palace. | 

They oben ed him, though at the fame time they very much 
doubted whether the King would be able to keep his Word. 
The Evening before, he retired to his Apartment ſemewhat 
catlicr than uſual, and about the Ecginning of the Night, 


Lo 


attended only by one Gentleman, ke wrapped binde wp in 
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C and walked on Foot to Buen Retire, This ſignal 
Ho in the Year 1677, when the King was about 
fixteen Years old. : 

It was not long after his Majeſty came to the appointed Place, 
that Don Juan, who wad not far off, was admitted to his 
Preſence, and was received with all the Joy and Satisfaction 
imaginable. A total Revolution enſued; the Queen-Mother 
was ſent to Toledo, and there cloſely confined in a Convent; 
ſtrict Search was made for the Marquis de Valenzuela, who with- 
drew for ſome time in hopes of ing the Storm. He took 
Shelter in the Monaſtery of the Eſcurial, but falling ſick, was 
diſcovered, firſt ſent to Priſon, next degraded from all his Dig- 
nities, and laſtly tranſported as an Exile to the Philippines, from 
whence he was to go to Peru, and to be there treated as a Slave. 
He behaved better in his Misfortunes than he had done in his 
Proſperity, lived to recover his Liberty, and afterwards returned 
to Spain. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs how much Joy the Ki re- 
it ton Ob Orme? Affairs; and indeed it might have 
been highly advantageous to the Nation, if it had not wrought 
a Change ? Don Juan, who having now the Royal Authority 
in his own Hands, thought of nothing ſo much as how to keep 
it, and to ſecure himſelf from any new Change. The Peace of 
Nimeguen, which was made ſo much to the Advantage of France 
. Kingdoms being & extauſied, tar — 
a nec 5 e t 
muſt RR —— greater if the War had continued. Vet the 
Grandees were much diſcontented, the People murmured, and 
Don Juan found himſelf, nor is it at all ſtrange, more uneaſy 
at the Head of the Adminiſtration, than while he was exiled 


from Court. 
Marriage was the next great Affair brought upon 


The King's 
the Carpet, and the Princeſs intended for him by the Queen- 
Mother, was the Emperor's Daughter ; but this being much 
azainft the Intereſt of Don Juan, he cauſed the Picture of a 
French Princeſs, Daughter to the Duke of Orleans, to be 
into the King's Hands, with whom on the Sight of that 
Picture, he fell paſſionately in love. It is faid that Don Juan 
aſterwards repented of this, even before the Marriage took place, 
and inclined rather to have marricd the King to the Infanta of 
P:rtugal. But his Majeſty adhered to his own Choice; and 
to Don Juan propoſed in Council, that as this Princeſs was 
not the Daughter of a crown'd Head, it ſhould be inſiſted upon, 
tat ſome of the Places yielded by the laſt Treaty ſhould be 


V3 reſtored 
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reſtored to Spain; yet the King, and the Grandees out of Ne. 
ſpect to him, rejected this Propoſal, for fear it ſhould become 
an inſurmountable Obſtacle to the Marriage. 

This Point being carried againſt Don Juan, an on 
was quickly formed; and tho”, fo far as we can judge at this Dif 
tance of Lime, his Power was his greateſt Crime, yet abundance 
of Things were imputed to him, particularly one of a very high 
Nature, which was, that he intended to get himſelf declared 
Infant of Caftile, which would have given him a Capacity of 
ſacceeding to the Kingdom ; but when it is conſidered that he 

jected the King's Marriage, that he was himſelf ſingle, and 
his Health declining, one can ſcarce fee any Probability in 3 
Charge of this Nature. 

Thoſe who were moſt forward in this Cabal againſt Don 
Zan, formed another Projcct for recalling the Queen-Mother ; 
and notwithftanding all that had paſſed, 5: bang bon 
Help of his Confefior to bring the poor eaſy King to reliſh this 
Propoſal. The Marquis de Fillars, who was now come a ſe- 
cond time Ambaſſador from the King of France, was alſo drawn 


into thi Party and great Uneaſineſs he gave Don 
my nd S the Qyeen's Merriage wan early 
| great Minds y conceive 


3 be that 
ill Treatment, wrought ſo powerfully upon 
Conftitution, that it turned an Ague he caught in the Beginning 
of Winter into a mortal Diſeaſe ; fo that he did not live to fee 
the Queen; whoſe Marriage had created him ſo many Mortifi- 
cations. When it that his Life was in ſo great Danger, 
the King made him frequent Viſits, and lamented very fincere! 
a Loſs that was irreparable, and which he now clearly Vderſtood 

In theſe Conferences Don Juan talked to him very freely ; 
he ſhewed him the miſerable State of his Affairs, explained to 
him the Means by which the Kingdom became fo exhauſted; 
ſhewed him what he had done for his Service, and how impoth- 
ble ix was for him to do more. He demonſtrated with BY 
Death, which happened on the 1 7th of September 1679, 
his Enemies had publiſhed 4.5 his Deigne were Calum- 
nies and Fiction. For his Eſtate, which was not very large, he 
left it intirely to the King; and his Jewels, which were much 
more valuable in Proportion, he divided between the Queen 
Dowager and the Queen Conſort. 

With him expired the Genius of the Spaniſh Monarchy ; ot 
at leaſt, of this Branch of the Houſe of 4»/tria. There was now 
no Prime Miniſter, indced ſcarce any Minifter at all; the Secte . 
tary of State for foreign Aﬀaits was a Perſon x ut in * 
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pro Tempore, but he continued and actcd as a Miniſter; becauſe 
the Parties at Court behaved with ſuch Violence againft each 
other, that the Ning could not find himſelf at Liberty to appoint 
a Man of proper Rank to fil that Office 

The ſame kind of Diforder fpread itfelf thro' the whole Admi- 
niſtration; and as a Proof of the Weakneſs of their Councils, 
a Marriage (upon which the Fate of their own Kingdom, and 
indee.| the Fate of Eurapc in ſome meaſure depended) was ce- 
lebrated in a Village of about twenty Cottages, and in which 
there was not ſo much as one tolerable Houſe. The only Senſe 
their Grandecs ſhewed upon this Occaſion was, their endeavour- 
ing to hinder the French Ambaſſadors. from being preſent, and 
even in this they did not ſucceed. 

They were extremely pleaſed with their new Queen upon her 
firſt Appearance, who by the way was Grand-daughter to our 
King Charles I. and Nicce to X. Charles II. then reigning. By 
Degrees however they grew out of Humour with t Frineck 
chicfly becauſe ſhe had no Children; but this did not hinder their 
being more out of Humour with the Queen-Mother, for Rea- 
ſons that have been before hinted, and which it does not become 
me more largely to explain. 

The greatcit Advantage that accrued to France from this Mar- 
riaze, was the keeping at Madrid fo able a Miniſter as the 
Marquis de Villars, who looked thoroughly into all the Spano 
Affairs, and gave his Maſter fo clear an Account of them, that 
he knew much better what Spain could do, than his Catholick 
Majeſty and his Council, as appeared by the Meaſures he took. 
The Queen dying without Children, -and a freſh War breaking 
out with France, the ſtrange Weakneſs of the Spaniſh Monarchy 
became viſible to all Europe; the Engliſh and Dutch Forces were 
employed in defending the Spaniſh Provinces in the Low-Countries, 
and the Engliſh Fleet for ſeveral Years together covered the 
Coaſts of Spain, at which Time all her Ports were open to us, 
and Gibraltar and Port-Mahon were as much our own as they 
are now, abating only our Garriſons and our Expence. 

The Gazettes of Times, indeed, ſometimes mention a 
Spaniſh Armada ; but alas, it was no longer ſo much as the 
Shadow of what it once appeared. Five or fax old Ships, ill 
manned, and miſerably provided, were all that the Spariſb Court 
could put to Sea; their Armies were in the fame Condition, 
their Treaſury in a worſe; and thercfore we may be fatished, 
that the Terms procured for them by the Peace of Ryſwick, 
were neither owing to their own Power, or the Moderation of 
France, but to the Wiſdom = Steadineſs of King * 

4 w 
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ſidering the Ballance of Power in Europe, inſiſted 8 
obtained; and Lewis XIV. knowing the Value of a Peace at 
that Time, conſented the more willingly to what was propoſed, 
and executed what he conſented to with unuſual Punctuality; be- 


cauſe the R ion of good Faith was of greater 
to him at that JuncEture, than the Breach of it would have been. 

It was for the very ſame Reaſon that he treated the Crown of 
Spain with more than ordinary Reſpect, and made no Difficulty 
of paſſing by ſome Inadvertencies committed on his Frontiers, 
which he would have reſented at any other Time. The Spe. 
mards did not fee this, but attributed the Care of their Allies and 
the Complaiſance of their Enemies to the Grandeur of their 
Crown, at a Time when it was fo far ſunk, that the King could 
not find Money for his ordinary Journies into the Country, and 
when they were inſulted even by the ſmaller States of Europe, of 
which we have given a ſurprizing Inſtance in the Article of 
Pru But this is not at all wonderful, fince in Kingdoms as 
as in great Families, Pride riſes higheſt when their Circum- 
ſtances whom it poſleſſes are at the wort. 

The | ing, in 1690, had married a Princeſs of the Houſe of 
Neubourg, by whom he had no Children, and his Health de- 
clining daily, all Ezrope ſhewed more Concern for the Succeſſion 
than was diſcovered even in Spain itſelf. This had been the great 
Motive to the late Peace, which was quickly followed by the 
firſt Treaty of Partition, in reſpect to which the Sincerity of all 
Parties has been very juſtly called in queſtion. It is believed, 
and 4 2 Foundation, that . ny 
made rance, of keeping that Treaty a profound Secret, 
gave private Notice of it fo the Spaniſh Miniſtry, who were 


The he Title of the Electoral 
i uced an Enquiry into t itle 
1 which the Spaniſb Lawyers held to be 
notwithſtanding a Renunciation was made on to 
it; and this was the firſt Blow given to the Hopes of the 
Imperial Family ; and a very home Blow it was, for it decided 
two important Points: Firſt, that Nearneſs of Blood ought to 
be conſidered ; and next, that no Renunciation could prejudice 
the Right that this gave. 
The ſecond Treaty of Partition, occaſioned by the Death of 


that young Prince, was in like manner, and for the very fame 
Reaſons, communicated to the Court of Spain, where it had the 
deſired Effect; tor his Catholick Majeſty, and his Miniſters, 
immediately took a Reſolution to detezt this Scheme a 4 
V 


ſhould be. ö ; 

It is certain that the King was inclined to the Imperial Branch 
of the Houſe of Auſtria; and it was the Knowledge the Court 
of Vienna had of his Inclinations, that induced her to reject 
both the Treaties of Partition. But France had a 
Party in the Spaniſh Courr, who infinuated to the 
theſe Treaties plaialy proving the general Opini 7 
tereſted Courts, that the French Family had a Right, or 
leaſt a Colour of Right, they very eaſily prevai 
Validity of the Renunciations by which this Right was ſup- 
poſ-a to be Ceſtroyed, ſhould be examined and decided at 
Rome 


The Piety of the King drew him into this; and there was 
nothing at all in it repugnant to W _ the Religion 
of all the Parties being conſidered. ope appointed a par- 
ticular Congregation to examine this Affair, and notwithſtand- 
ing the Exigency thereof, that 
with all the Circum 


10n went 
ſpection that its ſeemed 
mand. At laſt they came to a Point, and determi 
that the Renunciations were void, at leaſt with reſpect 
Poſterity of the Princeſſes who made them; and for this Deci- 
ſion they gave many, and thoſe very plauſible Reaſons. 

The Determination of the Court of Rome did not arrive 
Madrid before the Month of Auguſ 1700, when the Ki 
thought by thoſe about him to be very near his 
Cardinal Porto-Carrero, who was at the Head of the 
his Majeſty to loſe no farther Time, to 
oint, on which the future Tranquillity of his People 
depende. | 
The Cardinal, and the whole Council, were inclined to 
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fer the Houſe of Bourbon to the Imperial Branch of as of 
Auſtria, for various Reaſons. Firſt, becauſe from the late De- 
ciſion, the Right ſeemed inconteſtably in that Houſe ; next, 
decauſe it ſeemed the ſureſt Means of diſappointing the Treaty 
of Partition; and laſtly, becauſe they had felt ſo many Incon- 
veniencies already from the Dependence of Spain upon the Em- 

re, that they could not by any means think of taking ſuch a 


as ſhould at once increaſe this Dependence, in all 
human Probability fix it upon them for ever, if it ſucceeded ; 
and if it did not, leave France at liberty to diſmember their 
Monarchy, while they had not ſo much as a Pretence to demand 
the Aſſiſtance of their Allies, who had in the moſt folemn - 


Manner 
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Maner acknowledged the Juſtice of the French Pretenſions by 
the 1 4 1 1 
though the Spaniſh Miniſtry agreed in this Poi 

were . ded in 3 Some were "a A 
ing the Duke of Anjou, the Dauphin's ſecond Son, to the Suc. 
cethon ; while others were better diſpoſed to the Duke of Chartres, 
eldeſt Son to the Duke of Orleans, afterwards Regent of France 
by that Title. The Reaſon upon which the former Party went 
was this, that the Right to the Crown of Spain being in the 
Dauphin, he might certainly, if he pleaſed, transfer it to his 
ſecond Son ; * great Argument urged by the latter, was, 
that the Duke of Chartres might very probably be agreeable to 
the Maritime Powers, and prevent any Diſputes about the Suc- 
ceſſion. Yet the Confideration of the Power of the French 
King, and the Improbability that he would employ this Power 
in favour of his Nephew againſt his Grand-Children, pct the 
better of the laſt Reaſon; and oo of 17 
Majeſty's Council of State agreed to call Duke jou to 
the Succeſſion. 


to 
ouſly, he 
directed his lat Will and Teſtament to be drawn, in the Pre- 
ble of which he recited the Invalidity of the Renunciations, 
and the inconteſtable Right of the Dauphin, whoſe ſecond Son 
he declared his Heir, requiring all the Subjects of the Crown of 
Spain in all Parts of his Dominions to acknowledge him as ſuch, 
immediately upon his Demiſe. In cafe of his Deceaſe without 
Heirs, his younger Brother the Duke of Berry was to be called to 
the Sueceſſion, which failing, the Crown was limited to the 
Ft — Charles, and after him to the Duke of Savey and his 
ildren. . 
This Will was figned with all the requiſite Formalities upon 
the 2d of October, and this Fact was generally known, but the 
Contents of the Will were kept an abſolute Secret. The Im- 
perial Miniſter Count De Harrach had no doubt that the Suc- 
ceſſur appointed was the Archduke, and was therefore very well 
pleaſed the Thing was done. The French Miniſter Count De 
Harcourt, who had 2 much better Intereſt with the Spamb 
Grandees, received ſuch Intimations as kept him eaſy ; and the 
Miniſtry, for their own Security, gave private Intelligence of 
tuis great Event to the French King. 
After the Signing his Will his Catholick Majeſty grew better, 


and continued ſo for about a Fortnight, then relapſed, and 

expired on the 26th of October 1700, in the 39th Year of his 

Age, and the 35ta of his Reign, which he had =P 
un 
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unprofperouſly for himſelf as well as for bi. Sudjects, and died 
rery uneaſy, as having a juſt Foreſight of the Miſchicts that 
kis Death muſt inevitably bring upon his People. He was 
no ſooner deceaſed, than the Grandees aſſembled at the Palace 
in order to open his Teſtament, and the Imperial Miniſter 
went thither alſo; but was amaz d to hear at his Arrival, that 
the Duke of Anjzu was by the late King's Will declared his 
Succeſſor, of which he gave his Maſter Notice as ſoon as it 
was in his Power. 

The Regency appointed by the fame Will took upon them 
the Gu ernment, and diſpatched inſtantly Letters of Felicita- 
tion and Invitation to theit new Monarch; but tho” they 

in this, yet their Harmony laſted not long. The Queen 
_ and the Inquifitor-General, who were both of the 
Regercy, began to cabal againſt their new King; but Cardinal 
Porto-Carrers remained firm to his firſt Principles, and laboured 
hard to perſuade ail the Nobility of the Neceſſity they were 
under of attaching themſclves unanimouſly to the Intereſt of 
King Philip: Of the Conſequences and Effects of his Exhor- 
tations, we ſhall ſpeak copiouſly hereafter. 

But before we quit this Subject, and enter the Hiſtory 
of the next Reign, it may not be amiſs to take Notice of ſome- 
thing new which may be faid upon this Head, tho' often hand- 
led by the ableſt Pens, and confidered over and over again by 
the greateſt Politicians. The Reader will pleaſe to 
that the War, to which an End wang a by the Peace of Nime- 
guen, by which Spain loſt ſo many Towns and fair Coun- 
tries in the Netherlands, was commenced by France under a 
Colour of that Right the King had by his Wife (notwithſtandi 
all Renunciations) to thoſe Places, and to many more whi 
belonged to him by the ſame Right. 

This was faid to ariſe from the Jus Develutionis which pre- 
vails in Brabant; and which in few Words is this: That 
where a Man has two Wives, the Heirs of his firſt Wife, Male 
and Female, are Heirs to each other before the Children of the 
ſecond Marriage; and therefore upon the Death of Prince Bal- 
thazar, his Catholick Majeſty's eldeſt Son, the moſt Chriſtian 
King claimed theſe Countries in Right of the Infanta Maria The- 
reſa, Siſter of the whole Blood to Prince Balthazar, in Vutue 
ot the Jus Develutionis. 

There have been whole Volumes written on each Side 
of this Controverſy, with which I ſhall not meddle at all ; 


but take it for granted, that the Right, as well as Power, was 
on the Side of France. I ſhall alſo take it for granted, that 
the moſt Chriſtian King and his Son the Dauphin might re- 
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more = 111 5 that 7 Countries 
5 to France by reaty of Nimeguen, belonged 
the late King of Spain, and belong now to his pre- 


Fi 


of Right to 
ſent Catholick Majeſty, who, if he pleaſed, might have reſigu d 
them to his Brother Philip, and thereby provided him 


Settlement, which would have contributed not a little to the 


Ki 
called indeed for Form-fake a 
King — the — Di 
ing or not; but from previous Diſpoſitions 
Spain, and in the Loaw-Countries, it evi- 
dently appeared that he had long before reſolved what Part 
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y, gave him the Title of Philp V. and con- 
to his going into Spain. It muſt be allowed his Meaſures 
taken upon this Occaſion ; and that the new King 
into full Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Dominions, in 2 
ner that muſt be no leſs ſurpriſing to Poſterity, than it was 
Europe at the Time it happened. But it muſt be allowed 
other hand, that this was in a great meaſure owing to 
the intraftable Diſpoſition of the Court of Vienna, where they 
pon the Succeſſion to the Spaniſh Monarchy as a Thing 
ſo certain, that they would never conſent to any P 
made by their Allies for oppoſing in time the Scheme of the 
Houſe of Beurben. 
The Maritime Powers were by this means put under the 
— Difficulties ; the Elector of Bavaria admitted the French 
roops into the Netherlands, of which he was Governor ; and 
the Prince of Faud:mort declared for King Philip in Italy. It 
was this determined both England and Hellard to difiemble 
for the preſent, and to acknowledge King Philip; and King 
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William and the S:atcs General actually wrote him Letters of 


Felicitation upon his Acceſſion, notwithſtanding they at the 
vey 
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It cannot be ſuppoſed that within the narrow Bounds pre- 
ſcribed to his Article, we ſhould pretend to give the 
of the War, occaſioned by the Acceſſion of Philip V. nor 
indeed is it at all neceſſary. We ſhall content i 
obſerving, that when the Grand voy 24 þ ers formed, there 
was nothing farther propoſed t ining a proper Bar- 
rier for the Dutch, and a reaſonable I. 
of Auſbria. 

But after the Archduke Charles had aſſumed the 
King of Spain, and the prodigious Succefles of the Allies in 
the Beginning of the War had raiſed their Spirit and Hopes, 
they now projected no leſs than the entire Conqueſt of the 
Spaniſh Monarchy ; and after the Battle of Turin, by which 
the French and Epaniards were obliged to evacuate /taly, there 
is ſcarce any Doubt to be made that ny might have carried 
their Point, as by the Aſſiſtance of the 
become Maſters of a great Part of Spain, and even of the Ca- 
pital ; the Auſtrian Party in that Kingdom having done as 
much or more than, all things conſidered, could well be ex- 
pected from them. 
But no Care being taken in the Autumn of to ſend 
over proper Reinforcements to the Aſſiſtance of Ki 


Du of þ began to recover Strength; and in April 1707 the 


» who commanded his Forces, obtained fo 


before the Cloſe of that Year, King 
loſing a Battle, driven back into Catalonia. 
In the Month of April 1711, died the 
thereby left King Charles III. the fole Heir Male of the 
of Auſtria, which altered the State of Things extremely, 
cauſe it appeared now equally dangerous to give the /þ 
as well as Imperial Dominions to this Prince, or to leave them 
to a Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon ; and there remained no 


Expedient that could be thought of, for preventing one or other 
of theſe Events, 


The 
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The Houſe of Auſtria was at this Time in Poſſeſſion of 
the Spaniſh Netherlands, and all the Dominions that had 3 
to that Crown on the Continent of 7taly, which gave 
wtunity to the French Court to inſinuate to the new 
Miniftry in Envlund, the Neceſſity as well as Expediency of 
putting an End to fo long a War, upon Terms agreecable to 
the firſt Scheme of the Grand Alliance; and this in the End 
brought about the Peace of Utrecht, which was concluded in 


It mutt be allowed that the Treaty of Utrecht was liable to 
great Exceptions ; but however, the End of the Grand Alli- 
ance was in ſome meaſure anſwered by it. The Crowns of 


France and Spain were divided, the Power of the Houſe of 
Aaſtria conſiderably auzmented, and the Ballance of Europe in 


v 


roops, 

great deal of Trouble, and much Effuſion of Blood; 
fo that the Force of Spain ſeemed at the Concluſion of this 
War, exhauſted to ſuch a that there was not much to 
be feared from her, notwithſtanding her being left in Poſſeſſion 
Prince of the Houſe of Bowrbon. 
was the Policy of Lewis XIV. to match both his Grand- 
Dukes of Burgundy and Anjeu, into the Houſe of 
; and tho” in the firſt Inſtance his Policy ſeem d to be 
the Duke of Savoy took Part with the Al- 
whole War, yet his Daũghter the Queen 
engaging Behaviour, acquir'd the Aﬀections 
/þ Nobility, and thereby contributed not a little to 
Conſort on the I hrone. 
14th of February 1714, and left behind her 
Sons; Don Lewis, born in 170%, who became King of 


two 
in „ — of his Father; and Don Ferdinand, 
— 92 23d of Setember 1713, who is the King of 
By her Deceaſe King Philip was left at Liberty to 
engthen his Intereſt by a ſecond Tarriage, which he con- 
cluded in a few Months with the Princeſs Elizabeth Farneſe, 


$, 
—- 


197 


F 


Los 
11 
f 
: 


335 1 


Dꝛuæhter of the Duke of Parma, and Heireſs not only of that 
Duchr, but alſo expectant Heireſs of Tuſcany, which Marriage 
was made with a View to revive the Intereſt of the Houſe of 
Bourton in Italy, which had been in a manner extinguiſhed by 
the late Peace. 

The new Queen brought her Father's Miniſter into Power, 
who was afterwards ſo well known by the Title of Cardinal 
Alberoni, who died lately. This Man, who muſt be allowed a 
great Genius, projected the Revival of the Spaniſb Power, and 
the Recovery of her Italian Dominions, at a Time when the 
former was thought very difficult, and the latter appeared totally 
imptacticable. 

it is true, that he did not abſolutely ſucceed in this Scheme ; 
but it is no lefs true, that he came much nearer it than any 
body could have imagined ; for he put the Affairs of Spain into 
ſuch Order, that ſhe had Fleets and Armies capable of alarming 
her Neighbours, with which he actually recovered Sardinia, 
and would have recovered Sicily, if the Britiſß Naval Power 
had not interpoſed, and given ſuch a Blow at Meſſina to his 
Catholick Majeſty's Maritime Forces, as ruined all his Schemes 
at once; and which was ſtill more, obliged his Maſter to part 
with him, and to accede to the Quadruple Alliance, which was 
ſet on foot to ſupply the Defects of the Treaty of Utreche, 
- an Tranquillity of Europe upon a more fable 

is. 

By this Alliance Sardinia was given to the Duke of Savoy 
inſtead of Sicily; but at the fame time it was agreed, that Don 
Carl:s, his Catholick Majeſty's firſt-born Son by his ſecond 
Wife, ſhould ſucceed to Parma and 4 In 1721, a Mar- 
riage was concluded between the F ing Lewis XV and the 
Infanta of Spain, which, as we have ſhewn elſewhere, did not 
5 but another concluded at the ſame time did, where- 

Prince of Aſturias eſpouſed the fourth Daughter of the 
Duke of Orleans * — of France. 

Upon the Death of the Prince laſt mentioned, it is believed, 
that his Catholick Majeſty entertained ſome Hopes of re- 
turning into France, and aſſuming the Government of that 
— the Name of his Nephew; but whatever his 

otive was, upon the 15th of January 1 he 
reſign d the Kingdom to his oe Der 1 Prince of 
fturias, who is allowed to have had as Abilities as could 
be expected in one of his Years, Manners as well as 
Birth endear d him to the Spaniards, and who in the Be- 
ginning of his Adminiſtration gave great Hopes of his prov- 
ing a wiſe and beneficent Monarch. But on the 30th of 

ate 
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following he dicd, in the ei Year of his 
to the inexpreflible Grief of his Father, as well as of hi 


Upon the Demiſe of Don Lewis it was judged, that in the 
natural and legal Courſe of Things, his Brother Don Ferg. 
rn 
a Minority, and perhaps ot eaſons, induced the 
xiards to prevail u Phils V. to — the Govern” 
which he did, but with 

determi 


and who, as he deſerted the Service of 
Prince ought to have relied on. 
This was the famous Ripperda, who 


held to remain ſtill ſecret; 
that the Views of the Emperor were immediate, and thoſe of 
Spain more at a Diſtance. 

The former thought, that by this means he ſhould eſtabliſh 
his ; ang} ee 2 by which he hoped to revive the Trade of 
the Countries, tho at the Expence of his old Friends the 
Dutch ; the latter conſented to the aggrandizing the Imperial 
Power, from the flattering Expectation that Don Carlos by mar- 
rving the eldeft Archducheſs, at preſent Empreſs and Queen of 
would become the Succeſſor to that Branch of the 
Houſe of Au/tria, as himſelf had been of the other, by which 
he ſeemed to renounce his Engagements with France. 

This Turn was more extraordinary, conſidering 
the Time in which it happened, when both France and the 
Maritime Powers were labouring to bring about in a 
and effeftual manner, ſuch an Accommodation as theſe Mo- 
narchs haſtily and (it we may ſay it without Indecency) in- 


conſiderately 
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crately clapp'd up, with Views only to their private Ad- 
— To — this Vienna Alliance, 4 Mari. 
time Powers, and Pruſſia, entered into the famous Treaty of 
Hancver, in order to provide for their own Intereſts, which hey 
thought could never be ſafe, while this unnatural Conju 4 
iſted. 
ke Emperor and the Catholick King, or rather his 
(for ſhe was at the Bottom of all this) ſeemed determined to 
perſiſt in the Execution of Schemes from whence they expected 
to derive ſuch mighty Advantages z but the Hanover Allies took 
their Meaſures fo effectually, that they were obliged, after ſome 
fruitleſs Attempts, to ſubmit to the old Method 72 


all Differences by a Negotiation, which produced the 
of Soijſor's. 

This Congrefs was opened the 14th 2 1728, but to 
very little Purpoſe, except that it ſerved to the Aſcendency 
which the French Miinifter Cardinal Fleury had gained by an Ap- 
pearance of Probity, and an exterior Diſplay of Equity and Mo- 
deration; which demonſtrates, that univerſal Monarchy might 
be attained by any | Prince, who really — thoſe 
Virtues. But this Situation growing tireſome to the Britiſh 
Nation, their Miniſters entered into a ſecret Negotiation with 
the Crown of Spain, ending in the famous Treaty of Seville ; 
which it was expected would have determincd all Differences, 
and put a Period to the Labours of the Minifters on both Sides. 
But this was ſo far from anſwering thoſe ſangu ine Expectations, 
that the two next Years were taken up in contriving Expe- 
dients for carrying what was ſtipulated by that Treaty into Exe- 
cution. 

It is abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould deſcend a little into 
Particulars. His Catholick Majeſty's ſecond Marriage was with 
a View to his Conlort's Succeſſion in /taly, and this was ſe- 
cured to him upon his acceding to the Quadruple Alliance; 
that again was ratified by a ſubſequent Treaty, which was con- 
tirmed by the Vienna Alliance; but for the Emperor's Security 
it was ſettled, that Suit and not Spaniſh Troops ſhould be ſent 
into Italy to maintain Don Carles in the Countries yielded to 
him by theſe ſeveral Treaties. But the Treaty of Seville altered 
this Method, and provided that Spaniſb Troops ſhould be ſub- 
ſtituted inſtead of = To which the Emperor, as it might 
be reaſonably expecled, refuſed his Conſent in the moſt poſiti ve 
and direct Terms. 

It was to get over this Difficulty with him, that new 
Negotiations were neceſſary, and at length the Thing was 
brought about; the Infant Don Carl:s was ſent to — 
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oliticians are very liable to miſtake 
Cauſe of a War, notwithſtanding 
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and by no means 
been. 
Theſe were the Motives to a 

the Death of the King 

War in /taly; and in ing 

the Spaniſh General Montemar, conquered the 

Naples, he fought one deciſive Battle at 

to perpetuate the Mem Ard he was made Duke. 
itants, tho” not very 


As for the Iſland of Jicih, the 


Carls © 


though he had no Aſſiſtance from his Allies, made a tolcrable 
Defence in /taly ; and the Circumſtances of Things inclining 
the Court of France to a Peace, while it was in her Power to 
be well paid for it, Spain was forced to ſubmit, and by this 
means publick Quiet was reſtored in 1 735: S 
By this Peace Don Curlu remained King of the Two Sicilia, 
and thereby erected a third Monarchy in the Houſe of Bourbon; 
but then he relinquiſhed his maternal Succeſſion, which was 
{conſidering the — Conditions of the Countries) perhaps 
a full Equivalent for it. His Sardinian Majcſtv, who had ba- 


zarded much, and whoſe Duminions had ſuffered — 
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War, gained very little, if we except his gaining ſuch 
by ebenen Knowledge of the good Faith of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, as will ſcarce allow him to truſt it again. France, 
who pretended to get nothing, got all; for ſhe had Lorram 
added to her Dominions, without any Colour of Right, except 
the moſt inglorious abandoning King Sranflaus, c a ſe- 
cond time King of Poland, could be fo called. This Treaty 
was concluded at Vienna, with which, except France, none of 
the contracting Powers either were, or had any Reaſon to be ſa- 
tified. After this King P/:/ip might well be ſuppoſed to have 
nothing more in view than to ſpend the Remainder of his Days 
in Peace; and indeed this very probably might be all the View 
he had; but for his Queen, her Views were without End. She 
had made her eldeſt Son a King, her third a Cardinal, almoſt in 
his Cradle; and after all this Furepe muſt be once more em- 
broiled, rather than her ſecond Son Don Philip ſhould miſs the 
being made an independent Prince. To influence France in 
his Favour ſhe had married him to a French Princeſs; and to 
bring the King of Sardinia into her Scheme, ſhe promiſed him 
any thing, but to no effect. She endeavoured likewiſe to cajole 
the Court of Great Britain, but to no Purpoſe. She then cauſed 
the King to turn a deaf Ear to the Complaints that were con- 
tinually made of Depredations committed in the HF2/t- Indies, 
which produced at laſt a War between the two Nations, extremely 
prejudicial to their mutual Intereſts, and not leſs fo to her own, 
had ſhe conſidered them in a true Light; but Ambition is uſy- 
ally blind, and the Deſire of acquiring, defeats the Power of 
diſcovering the Means of Acquiſition. 

Upon the Death of the Emperor Charles the VIth, the Ene- 
mies of the Houſe of Auſtria having reſolved to employ their ut- 
moſt Force to humble, at leaſt, if not to deftroy it, the Crown 
of Spain entered into this Confederacy with a View of ſpeedily 
carrying its Point in /taly, without the leaſt Recollection of her 
Guaranty granted by the Treaty of Vienna, with all the So- 
lemnity of which an Act of that Sort was capable. The Mea- 
lures taken for the Conduct of this War, tho' attended with an 
immenſe Expence, were, from the very Beginning, far from 
being ſucceſsful. It was with infinite Difficulty that Troops 
were tranſported into the Kingdom of Nuples, and when there, 
it was found no eaſy Matter to provide for them Magazines, 
and, [ was going to fay, a proper I rain of Artillery, but that 
cuuld not be provided at all. 

The Duke de Mantemar, the beſt Officer in the Speniſh, and 
indeed one of the buſt (zenerals in any Service, was put at the 
Ilead of this Army in the __ of 1742, with Inſt. uctiuns 
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to penetrate into Lombardy, through the Papal Dominions. He 
could not do this Time enough to fave the Duke of Adee, 
whoſe Dominions were ſwallowed up by the Allies, and his 
Troops, to the Number of between five and fix thouſand Alen 
made Priſoners and difarmed. The Auſtrian and Piedmont; 
Army then marched to find out the Duke, who gave the 1. 
Marks of his Military Skill in making a very fine Retreat from 
a ſuperior and victorious Enemy, in which he occaſioned more 
Lots to them than he received. This, however, gave no Sa- 
tisfaction to the Court of Madrid, who foon after removed 
him from his Command, to beſtow it on a Flemiſb Officer of 
great Experience, the Count de Gages, who continued to com- 
mand it with no great Succeſs indeed, but with very high and 
juſt Reputation to himſelf ducing the whole War. 

It is not at all neceſſary to our Deſign to enter here into a 
Detail of the Operations in Italy, of which we ſhall have Occa- 
fion to ſpeak more at large eltewhere ; and therefore it ſhall ſuf- 
fice to ſay, that after five Campaigns, in which there periſhed at 
leaft Fourſcore Thouſand Men, and for the Expence of which 
the Crown of Spain did not diſburſe fo little as one hundred Mil- 
lions of Pieces of Eight, Things fell into the moſt deſperate Con- 
dition imaginable. The King of the two Sicilies, after ſuffering a 
Kind of Sicge in his Camp, where he remained to cover bis 
Kingdom from an Invaſion, was at length obliged to have re- 
courie to another Neutrality ; the Infant Don Philip, after riſk- 
ing a deſperate Battle at Rettofreddo, which with the Hazard of 
his Life opened him the Means of Flight, abandoned Ttaly; and 
the Republick of Gena, which had embraced the Spaniſh Cauſe, 
was left to the Mercy of the Germans, who became Maſters even 
of the Capital. | 

Under theſe Misfortunes, and worn out with Age and In- 
firmities, Philip the Fiſth departed this Life on the 29th 
of Tune 1746, in his Grand Climacteric, and in the 46th 
Year of his Reign. He was a Monarch endowed with few 
great Qualities, but at the ſame time blemiſhed with fill 
fewer Vices, He was governed by his two Queens, and owed 
entirely to them the different Circumſtances in which at certain 
Periods of his Life he found his Affairs. They were both la- 
lians, both Princeſies of great Abilities, but cf very different 
Tempers. His firit Quee.., the Daughter of the late King of 
Serdina, and the Siſter of the preſent, was the moſt amiable 
Woman in the Weld in her Behaviour, and by engaging the 
Hearts of the Spaniards preferved the Throne to her Hufband, 
The {cond formed by the Leſſons of Cardinal Allereni, knew 
likcwilc how to raiſe a frong Party to hertelt among the Spaniſh 

Grandces; 
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Grandces ; and tho' it was generally believed that ſuch as were 
not in her Intereſt were far ſuperior in Number, and that the 
Death of the King would have entirely demoliſhed her Power, 
vet Time has ſhewn the cuntrary; and that notwithſtanding 
what the Spaniards have ſuffered by purſuing her Pretenſions in 
Ia, thev fill preſcry a very high Reſpect and Eſteem for her 
Perſon, or at leaft affect it, on account of her having ſtill ſo 

d a Reverſionary Right to Power. 

The King at his Deceaſe, befides the Prince of Afturias of 
the firſt Bed, left behind him, by hjs ſecond Conſort, three Sons 
and three Daughters, viz. Don Caras, who with vaſt Expence 
and Trouble he had ſeated on the Throne of the Sicilies, 
eſpouſed to a Saxen Princeſs ; the Infant Don Philip, married to 
the eldeſt of the French Princeſſes; the Cardinal Infant Lon Lewis, 
Archbiſhop of Taledo and of Seville. The Infanta Mary- Anne- 
Vittaria Queen Regent of Portugal; the Infanta Maria-Tereſa 
married to the Dauphin of France, ſince dece*'1 ; and the In- 
fanta Maria Antametta-Ferdinanda, then in le: 17th Vn, at 
preſent Ducheſs of Savoy. 

Ferdinand the V ith — "Hg when 4 5 Gs; 330 Year — his 

, having married Fanuary 8, 1729, nfanta Mary Mag- 
DO. of — — two 28 than himſelt, by ( 
he has no Iſſue. It was generally believed upon the AcccTon of 
this Monarch that Ihings would have taken entirely a new 
Turn in the Court of Spain, and his Catholick Majeſty, or at 
leaſt his Miniſters, took ſome Pains to keep up t:is Opinion, 
fr.m whence they reaped very conſiderable Advantages. The 
War, however, was carried on with Vigour, becauſe, as the 
new King publiſhed in his Manifeſtoes, it was very earneſtly re- 
commended to him by his Father ; and t athe ſame time it was 
given out, that his Catholick Majeſty looked upon it as a Point 
of Policy, as well as of Duty, to procure his Brother an Eſta- 
bliſkment in Itahy; fo that it was very quickly diſcerned that a 
Peace was not to be had without. 

The Supplies given to the State of Gena were very conſi- 
derable, and the Spaniſh Forces in Savey were thoroughly re- 
cruted and ſomewhat augmented; in thort, every Step was 
taken. upon the Entrance of the new Prince, that might give 
his Subjects equal Hopes of his being defirous to reſtore their 
Tranquility, and at the ſame time reſolved to ſupport the 
Dignity ot the Crown of Spain. The Reports that prevailed, as 
if the French Intereſt was now at an End, had no other Foun- 
dation than the Openneſs with which the Populace diſcovered 
their Reſentment againſt the French Nation. Wiſe People very 
quickly ſaw, that no great Altcration either could or would 

23 happen; 
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happen; and thoſe who were the fartheſt from that 
had Proofs ſufficient to convince them that at this JunCture hett 
Conjectures, however ridiculed, were but too well founded. 
In the Negotiations that were carried on for Peace, the 


of Madrid relied implicitly upon that of / erſailles, which was 


the more extraordinary as they had all that Time a Miniſter at 
Landon; but it may be very well ſuppoſcd that the Nature of his 
Inſtructions could be no great Secret to the French Miniſters, 
fince it does not appear that ever took any Umbrage at this 
Part of his Catholick Majeſty's Conduct. The Marquis de Sate 
A. jar acted as the Spaniſh Plenipotentiary at ps 
where the ſeventh Article regarding the Ceſſions made to the 
Infant Don Philip, was indeed the moſt important, and by very 
much ti moſt diſputed in the whole Treaty; and tho' it wa 
not adjutted entirely to the Satisfaction of the Spaniſb Court, 
which preſſed for a general Settlement of the Duchies of Parma, 
Placentia and Guaſtalla upon the Royal Infant and his Iſſue with- 
out any Reſtrictions, yet by the Influence and Stradineſs of the 
French Miniſtry, thoſe important Ceſſions were not only pro- 
cured upon as Terms as could be reaſonably 
confirmed by the moſt authentick Acts of the Empreſs Queen 
and the King of Sardinia, but the Execution likewiſe preſſel 
with equal Vigilance and V igour. 

As to the Article which regarded the Differences between this 
Court and that of Gre:t Britain, nothing was regulated thereby, 
except the Right of the Sauth - Sea Company to four Years of the 
Aſſiento Treaty, and the reſt of the Differences were w_ referred 
to the Negotiation before mentioned; ſince that, the A/feento has 
been fold by a Convention ; to which, by way of Appendix, a 
Treaty is ſtill carrying on, as to the Event of which, we as yet 
know nothing. By this Means his Catt.olick Majeſty was extricat- 
ed out of an expenſive and deſtruciive War, (which had continu- 
ed ſeven Years, and in that Time had drawn upon his Subjects in- 
exprefſible Hardſhips) had an efiectual Eftabliſhment provided for 
his Brother Don Filip, honourable Proviſions made for his Al- 
lies, the Duke of Ladina, and the Republick of Genoa ; anda Way 
opened to reduce his military Expences, and bring the Dome- 
{tick Concerns of his Adminiſtration into Order, which while 
the War laſted could not be done. Beſides the War with Great 
Britain which had begun ſomewhat earlier was likewiſe ended; 
and in a Manner too with which the Court of Madrid had many 
Reaſons to be pleaſed ; but none greater than its removing! 
Impediments to the Return of that vaſt Maſs of Treaſure wi 
had been collected in the I//t-Indies, of which the Spaniard 
were in great Want, and for which even at this Time they 
were not altogether without Fears. We 


[ 343 ] 

We have fince ſeen all the Advantages that Spain could pro- 
miſe herſelf from this "Treaty obtained in their full Extent ; the 
Infant Duke is in Poſſeſſion of the Countries yielded to him, 
the Duke of Modena, and the Republick of Genoa, have had 
their Territories reſtored, and the Wealth expected from the 
Indies has been fafely brought home. What the Iſſue will be of 
ſo great and fo happy a Change in her Circumſtances, is in the 
Womb of Time ; but without all doubt, the preſent Seafon is 
very critical, and the future Welfare or Miſery of the Span; 
Nation depends, in a great meaſure, upon the Turn his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty's Councils ſhall take at a Juncture, when it is 
entirely in his own Power to make them take what Turn he 
pleaſes, and to render himſelf as great and independent a Prince 
as any of his Predeceſſors. 

We might have entered into many other Particulars, and de- 
ſcended to the Conſideration of various Matters of Fact, if theſe 
were not beſide our Purpoſe, which is to exhibit a Picture of 
the preſent State of Spain, or rather the preſent State of the Po- 
liticks of the Court of Spain, towards which a few Strokes 
are ſufficient, and all little Trimmings and Niceties of an 
hiſtorical Abridgment would be deſtroying a Likeneſs. It is in- 
deed very true that the Out-lines are only marked, and that the 
Piece wants heightening, and even Colour ; but in to 
this, we muſt be excuſed, where in Reality we are i 
The greateſt Part of this Work was written and publiſhed too, 
during a War, when the Noiſe of Arms rendered the Writer leis 
attentive to certain Scruples ; but now Peace is reſtored, we muſt 
no longer expreſs ourſelves with ſo much Freedom. We muſt 
therefore be content with laying Things down in general Terms 
in many Caſes, and leaving them to the Interpretation of the 
Ingenious. Heretofore we have been wont to conduct the 
Reader to his Journey's End ; and if we now only point him 
out the Road, it does not ariſe either from Wearineſs or want 
of Civility, RN it in the ſame Man- 
ner; for tho? he may purſue the Journey very effectually in his 
Mind, yet foe do i, it muſt ah omg Hang 

But we are now, according to the Method that hitherto has 
been followed, to ſpeak of the Intereſts of this Monarchy, which 
we ſhall do in ſuch a Manner as will in a great meaſure remove 
every Difficulty that might lie in the Way of deciding with Pro- 
bability on the future uct of the Spaniſh Miniſters. For 
if the real Intereſts of the Nation be thoroughly explained, it 
will not require much Penetration to diſcern whither are 
. 
— 


purſued. 1 that this decides 
"os 
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with reſpect to the Abilities of Miniſters; for Men may purfie 
— Long wang with great Skill and Addreſs, and perhaps choc 
Stateſmen have acquired the higheſt Characters in that Capacity 
who have employed their Talents to none of the beſt Purpoſe, 
In ſuch Caſes they are reſponſible who give the Bias; for Prince 
muſt be ſerved imthe Way they will be ſerved, tho” ic frequently 
happens, that when their own Inclinations have brought them 
into a Labyrinth, they make no Scruple of extricating them. 
ſelves at the Expence of their Servants, and fo facrifice the In. 
ſtrument to the Reſentment of thoſe who are hurt by it, without 
conſidering where the Offence really lies, or diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween the Intention of giving the Wound, and the Hand, which 
from a Principle of Duty, perhaps, gave it. 

Yet this, as it is the common Lot of Miniſters, tho? it is juſt 
in one Senie, is grievous in another; for tho? the Victims to 
national Fury are commonly abandoned, either through Want 
of Courage, or Want of Gratitude, yet they are ſeldom aban- 
doned to any Puniſhment greater than they have deſerved. He 
who to gratify his Appetite to Profit, Pomp, or Power, under- 
takes to do what either he does not well conſider, or which well 
conſidered he knows ought not to be done, gratifies his Paſſions 
at his own riſk ; and tho' when he feels the Effects of his Am- 
bition or his Avarice, he may with ſome Reaſon complain of 
his Maſter, yet he cannot with the leaſt Shadow of Equity de- 
claim againft that Stroke of Juſtice which ſooner or later may 
reach him from the Senſe of the People. The moſt abſolute 
Princes muſt have their Counſellors and their Miniſters ; and if 
theſe make their Court, cither by ſaying or doing Evil, it is at 
their Peril; and if they deceive themſelves with the Hope that 
cither Things will laſt for their Time, or that they ſhall be able to 
cover themſelves by the n Prince againſt the juſt 
Hate of his Subjects, they can nothing but their own 
Want of Foreſight, if their Expectations fail them. 

Inſtances of both kinds, that is, of Miniſters praiſed, and Mi- 
niſters puniſhed, occur frequently in the Spaniſh as well as in 
other Hiſtories ; but it may fall out there, as well as elſe- 
where, that Praiſe and Puniſhment too may be miſapplied; 
and to judge of this rightly, not only in Times paſt, but likewiſe 
in Times to come, we muſt have right Apprehenſions of that 
Rule. which can alone diſtinguiſh in ſuch V ; that is io 


ſay, we mutt know what are the true Intereſts of the Nation, 
and what thoſe Biaſſes arc, to which Miniſters are liable from 
the falle Notions and the faiſe Intereſts of the Court; and theſe 

may 
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may be very fairly and fully explained, from what able and dif- 


intereſted Pens have written before us upon this Sub) 

At the Concluſion of the Peace of Utrecht, when the Title 
of Philip V. as King of Spain and the Indies, was ackn 
by the High Allics, there were two kinds of Securities taken, for 
preventing thoſe miſchievous C onſequerces, which were but 
too juſtly apprehended from the leaving ſuch vaſt Dominion 
in the Flands of the younger Branch of a Family already be- 
come too powerful, and too formidable In reſpect to the reft 
of Europe. 

The drt of theſe was the Renunciations made by King 
Philip, and the Princes of his Family, to the Succeſſion of the 
Crown of France, in favour of the Houſe of Orleans; and the 
other, the vielding Gibraltar and the Ifland of Minartca to the 
Crown of Great Britain in the Nature of Cautionary Places, 
or Securities for the Performance of what was ſtipulated by that 
Treaty. 

This was then held neceſſary on both Sides; for as the Allies 
very juſtly dreaded the too cloſe Conjunction of the Crowns 
of France and Spain, fo the Spaniards ves were very ſen- 
ſible of the Inconveniencies reſulting from their Dependence 
upon that Crown; and weredefirous enough of being freed from 
them for the preſent, and ſecured againſt them for the future ; 
and all this very plainly appeared, from the readineſs with which 
they gave thoſe Renunciations the moſt folemn Sanction, that it 
was in their Power, as a Nation, to give. 

It was the Intereſt alſo of the Royal Family, the Miniſtry, 
and the People of Spain, to have adhered religiouſly to this 
| Treaty, and to have been content with every thing that was 
| ſtipulated therein and thereby. It was this that ſecured the 
Dignity of King Philip, and made him truly a King, and not 
a Vice-Roy : It was this that put it in the Power of the Spanifþ 
Miniſtry to reform the Diſorders in, and to reſtore the 
Credit and Force of the Kinzdom; and it was this that 
enabled the People to reap the Pleaſures and Profits of Peace, 
and the Advantages ſecured to them by the ſole Poſſeſſion of 
the Indies, which they had never in fo great Tran- 
quility before. 

But it very quickly appeared, that as clear and ſelf-evident as 
theſe Maxims were, they had no great Influence on any of the 
Parties concerned. His Catholick Majeſty was entirely govern- 
ed by his Grandfather as long as he lived; and after his Deceaſe 
he turned his Views fo thoroughly toward his native Country, 

| | a> 


as to aq in a manner equally inconſiſtent with the Intereſts of 
his Crown, and with the Treatics by which he had acquired it. 
His Miniſters made no Difficulty of falling into his Views; ang 
the natural Pride and Ambition of the Spaniards drew them to 
with the Recovery of their Italian roms at leaſt, tho” the 
Poſleiſion of them was never of an ice, but might 
r to — 8 _ ” 
After the King's ſecond Marriage, this wrong Turn of Poli. 
ticks began wap. © os itſelf more fully, and the Spaniards en. 
deavoured by Force of Arms to recover Sicily, and were alſo in- 
clined to attack Gibraltar. This forced the Maritime Power 
to adhere cloſely to the Houſe of Auſtria, and to take fuch Mea- 
fures for deſtroving the naval Strength of Spain, as could on 


be juſtified by that Neceſſity upon which they were plainly 


founded. 
By the Acceſſion of Spain to the Quadruple Alliance, and 
the ſtipulated for her therein, a new it 
her Peace and Proſperity upon a laſt- 


was offered of eftabliſhi 
ing Foundation; and it looked for ſome time as if ſhe intendet 
it, but this laſted not long. The Vienna Alliance was contrafted 
upon falſe Principles; for it tended to deſtroy the Ballance of 
Power in Europe, and to force Gibraltar and Minorca out of the 
Hands of Great Britain, which can never be effected by War, 
becauſe every War proves the Poſſeſſion of them by this Crown 
— waaadtarade 
urope. 

Fre thet Time the /þ Miniftry introduced a trimming 
kind of Politicks, purſuing ſometimes one Scheme, ſome- 
times another ; but never affefting that Independency and 
Care of their own Concerns, which can alone render their 
People happy at home, and their Power reſpected abroad. Yet 
it is certain, that both Alberoni and Ripperda very well under- 
ſtood the Intereſt of Spain, to which they always 
cond Place in their political Projects. py 
themſelves, the Spaniards, and all the reſt of E 


The Ambition of the two firſt Princes of 
Auſtria, and the Inactivity of the three laſt, 
of the Crown of Spain into ſuch Diſorder, and 
People into ſuch Indigence, that it certainly became 
tereſt, at leaſt for the Space of a Century, to endeavour at It 
peopling their Country, recovering their Trade, and _— 


Affairs 
the 
ir In- 
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their Conſtitution and ancient Government; for the eff ing of 


all which, they had every Means and every ( pportunity they 
could with, and many more than they hae any juſt Reaſon to 


"They ought therefore to have ld aſide all of re- 
covering their Dominions in It, lince though they ſerved well 
enough to enrich particular families, ſent thither in Quality of 
Vice-Roys, or other hig Officers, yet to the Nation they were 
burthenſome, as requiring a much greater Expence to preſerve 
and defend them, than thoſe or any other Advantages — 
private Perſo-1 could ballance in any Degree. It was of no 
Conſequence for them, to promote their Commerce in the V- 
Indices, which if duly attended to, would moſt certainly have 
produced the Means of —_ uſeful and valuable Manu- 
factures at home, and ve brought ſuch immenſe Trea- 
ſures into Old Spain, as would ſoon have enabled them to have 
recovered all their paſt Loſſes, and to have put every Fortreſs 
in the Kingdom, as well as their Navy, into a proper State of 
Defence. 

But if _ Punto, and the Honour that is the 
Humour of the Nation, was to be preferred to all Things, and 
the Dominions torn from their Crown by the laſt War re- 
covered at any Rate, ftill it was their Intereſt religiouſly to 
| have obſerved the Peace of Utrecht, and above all things to 
have courted the Friendſhip of the Maritime Powers. The 
Spaniſh Prudence in former Times was wont to gain, rather 
than loſe, by Delay ; and if the King and his Miniſters, in- 

the Steps they did, had ſteadily adhered to 


ſtead of taki 
the Faith of Tranks, they might have found Opportunies, 
even without Bloodſhed, and at a very trivial Expence in 
Compariſon of what it has coſt them ſince, to have carried all 


their Points. 
way depen- 


If Spain had been abſolutely detached from, and no 
dent upon France, her Power would not have been the Object 
of Envy to the reſt of Europe; and the Eſtabliſhment of the 
younger Princes of her Family in Italy might have been promoted 
inſtead of being ſo vigorouſly oppoſed by certain Potentates, 
that do not act either from Ambition or Caprice, but are in- 
fluenced purely by Motives of Self-Preſervation, and a juſt Re- 
gard for the Maintenance of that Commerce, that is and muſt be 
the Bafis of their Power. 


Spain and the Indies may be conſidered as two great Empires 


under the Dominion of one Monarch, and the Happineſs of 
upon a reciprocal Regard for the Welfare of 
each 


both depends 
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her American Dominions, and to 
the utmoſt Prefits from them, it is the Buſineſs of Spain at 
Events to maintan Peace, at leaſt till ſhe has recovered fuch 
a maritime Force as will enable her to ſend Supplies, and to bring 
home her Gallcons in pits. of any Power with whom the is x 
ar. 
On the other hand, the Spam Government in the Indic 
might he put under ſuch a Regulatios, as to make all her Sub- 


e ume procure from 
that either the Government or the 
Spaniſh Nation could reaſonably expect; and this too, not only 
without the Envy, but with the entire Satisfaction of moſt of | 
the Kingdoms and States of Europe, who have very near as great 
an Intereſt in preſerving the Poſleſſion of the Indies to Spain, 28 
Spain itſelf. 


Meaſures produces contrary Effects. 
i to the Intereſts of Spain with regard to her Neighbours, 
without doubt it conſiſts in maintaining a fair Correſpondence 
with them, without forming any on their Territories. 
Her Differences with France are now extinguiſhed, and as ſhe 


has Reaſon to look upon that as an Advantage, fo it is a natural 


Motive to Peace and good Neighbourhood, that they are go- 
verned by Monarchs of the ſame Blood; but at the fame time, 
a King of Spain ought to conſider, that he owes it to his own 
Dignity, and to the unſhaken Loyalty of his Subjects, to govern 
them as their own Monarch, not as the Subſtitute or Deputy of 
another Prince. 

He ought to conſider this as the Error chiefly to be guarded 
againſt in his Government, becauſe there is none that he can 
commit will be attende j with fo bad Conſequences, inaſmuch 
as it cannot fail r 
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In regard to the Houſe of Auſtria, the great Cauſe of Dif. 
pute has been in the Italian Dominions ; and evident it is, that 
this Spirit of Diſputing is the Effect of Italian Counſels, which 
we have too great Reaſon to fear will influence that Court 
for a long Series of Years to come; unleſs fome 
Miniſter of true Genius ſhould ariſe, and convince 
of the Neceſſity of ſetting Bounds to that Spirit. 


can contribute to the Peace and Grandeur of Spain, iet 
and Satety of Italy, and to the general Tranquility reſt 
of Eurzpe. | 

To he Grandeur of Spain, by keeping her out of thoſe 
tedious and deſtructive Wars that exhauſt her People, which 
ſhe can fo ill ſpare, and her Treaſures already brought very 
low. To the Welfare of Italy, by maintaini Ballance of 
Power, which is eſſentially neceſſary to the 2 of 
nmards would act with Moderation, and conſult their och, 
tereſt in this particular. To the Tranquility of Europe, all the 
Powers of which are ſo much concerned both by Intereſt and 
Treaty, in the Preſervation of the Syſtem in that , that 


: 


it is impoſſible for them to ſuffer any Variation wi 
having recourſe to Arms, in order to ict the Ballance right 
again. 

In reference to Portugal, it is certainly the Intereſt of 
Spain to live well with her, and in the cloſeſt nce 
pie; becauſe though that Power can be no formidable 


it muſt indeed be owned, that the Situation of Portugal is ſuch 
as muſt naturally tempt an ambitious Prince on the Throne of 
Hain to aſpire to the Conqueſt of it; yet even ambitious 


Princes, if they are wiſe, will wei 


the Riſk run againſt 
dae Adu antage they ſeek; and it wi 2 * 


ſcarce ever happen, that a 
Spaniſh 
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nn 25 to be 
to undertake onqueſt of Portugal, without running 
mes of kinine the War into the inn: of tis can Ben 
which is ſuch a Hazard, as certainly no prudent Prince 
or the Sake of any Advantage whatever ; even if it 
as in this Caſe it muſt be, attended with the moſt 

ifeſt and flagrant Injuſtice. 
Emperor of Morocco, and the Piratical States of Barbary, 
conſidered as hereditary Enemies of the Crown 
in, and perhaps 
exert 
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and without exciting the Jealouſy of their Neigh- 
Crown of Spain is already in poſſeſſion of Ceuta, 
other Fortreſſes upon that Coaft, which the has 
found it difficult to preſerve ; and though ſhe has made 
Attempts, yet has ſhe never been able to make any con- 
Addition to her 
hereafter in her Power to do 
this Side; but in all human Probability, | 

it muſt be by a Naval Force, in which as ſhe 
ith no ion from any of the European 
ſhe might hope for the Aſſiſtance of Portugal and the 
;z and any ſhe could make on that Side, 
certainly anſwer valuable Purpoſes, and particularly the 
her Coaſts, the preſerving her Commerce, and the re- 
iving the Reputation of the Spaniſb Navy, which for a Century 
been almoſt as low, as for the Century preceding it was 
idable and famous. 
Face of 

of 
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of 


any People, than for their Princes ever to enter- 
tain Thoughts of univerſal Monarchy, whether by 
ſubduing, or by maintaining a general Influence over other 
Nations ; for the former will infallibly leave = 
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without Men, as the latter muſt neceſſarily leave them without 


Money. . - 
Indeed Spain at that Time was left without either; there 
et Fortreſs of Gibraltar, Pieces 


of a conſiderable Part of the Span! This 
ought to prove a Leſſon, even to that ambitious Nation: Her 
People cannot always hold out, her Treaſures muſt be ſome 
time or other quite r 

1 


ſhould have either a weak Prince on the Throne, or a long 
in at the Death of Charles the Second; for the fame Cauſes will 


nority, we might ſee France in as low a Condition as Spun 


the City of Granada, when that Kingdom was under 
and when Arragon refuſed to take any ſhare in the 
This ſhews how powerful Caftile was the Addition of 
many Kingdoms and Provinces, and before America was 
rered. Yet it would be very raſh to conclude from 
Spain has been ruined aw 4, of Terri 
her ſending Colonies to the Weft-Indies. 

the former, they were very well peopled ; and 
fully paid in every reſpect for all the Expences ſhe has been 
about the latter. The true Deduction is this, that vaſt Terri- 
tories and immenſe Treaſures cannot ſecure a Nation from feel- 
ing want of Strength, and ſinking into downright Beggary, if 
re 

In the midſt of all her Grandeur, the Spaniſh Territories were 
ſeparated at a vaſt Diſtance one from another : If ſhe had main- 


- 
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raiſed up the Maritime Powers, as it was the Ambition and 
Injuſtice of Spain that loft her many of her Dominions, 
exhauſted the reſt. Theſe are very weighty political Reflection; 
and by attending to them, we ſhall come to conceive clearly 
of her paſt and preſent Condition. In reference to the former 
we have faid enough; in reſpect to the latter we ſhall obſerve, 
that as ſhe has ftil] great Advantages, fo the till labours under 
ſome . Y 

It is, or at it might be, a Advantage to Spar 

ſhe alone of all the European Powers poſleſie 5 — 
in the Ea/? and II g- Indies, that have a direct and immediate 
ndence with each other. If this were properly attended 
to and improved, ſhe might raiſe her Revenues much higher 
than it is poſſible under their preſent Circumſtances for any 
other Power to do. She might by encouraging her Commerce, 
ſucceed in a great meaſure to that Share in the A- India Trade, 
which Venice has loſt fince the Diſcovery of the Paſſage of the 
Cape of Gcaa-Hlepe; for by tranſporting the Commodities of the 
Eaft- Indies to and from thence to Yera-Cruz over 
Land, ſhe might bring them from thence into Spain by her Gal- 
lecns, at as cheap a Rate, and in as ſhort a Time, as the Ex 
or Dutch ; more eſpecially if ſhe allowed her Subjects either in 

the Eaſt or We/f-Indies, an open unreſtrained 22 
It is true, that as things ſtand at preſent, the Philippines do 
not yield any tolerable Profit to the Spaniards; but this is en- 
tirely their own Fault; fince if we conſider the Situation of 
thole Iſlands, it muſt be allowed that they might caſily come in 
for a very large Share of the Commerce of the Eaſi-Indies, or at 
leaſt for the moſt valuable Part of it. Some Correſpondence they 
have already with China, and might have a greater; no Country 
lies ſo conveniently as they do for the 'I rade of Japan; and 
there is nothing wanting to put them in Poſſeſmon of all this, 
but withdrawing thoſe Refiraints that are laid upon their Sub- 
jets in the Eaft-Indirs, and adding another Czaileon to carry 
the Produce of their Trade to Mexico. The fame Advantage 
might be reaped by rendering Jera- Crux, the Havanab, or even 
Buenos- Ayres a free Port to their own Subjects; for this would 
draw ſuch a Trade thither, as would make the Intercourſe be- 


— 


tween the two Indies before mentioned both practical and caly 
in a ſhort Time. 


This would be more advantageous to Spain; becauſe i 
would give little or no Umbrage to foreign Nations; _ 
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would carry on their Trade to Old Spain as they do at preſent 3 
it would occation a greater Vent for their Commodities and 
\ſanufactures, and conſequently it would ſtill make it more 
their Intereſt to maintain and ſupport the Spaniards in their 
Puſifons. It might allo, at lcaſt in Time, reſtore ſome of 
their decayed Plantations. As for Example, if the Havannah 
was made the Staple of ſuch a TI rade, for which it lies ver 
conveniently, this would not only prove highly beneficial to the 
Iland of Ca, but would revive the Induſtry of the Inhabi- 
tants of Iliſpanialu and Porta-Rics; and though it is very pro- 
bable, that the Exgliſh and Dutch might come in for a Share by 
an illicit Trade, which is one of the Inconveniencies to whi 
Stain will be always expoſed, yet even this would be ballanced 
by the additional Concern, that both the Engliſh and Dutch 
would have in preſerving to the Spaniards what produced, tho” 
in a clandeſtine way, an immediate and conſiderable Gain to 
themſclvcs. 

Betides theſe Advantages abroad, they have alſo others at 
home, by which I mean in Europe; for as they have no 
any Provinces in Flanders, they are wholly exempt from all 
the Trouble and Expence, which was entailed upon them 
thoſe Provinces while in their Poſſeſſion. 5 are 
Gainers, or might be Gainers, by the Chan Affairs in 
Italy. where, as "Things now ftand, diſtinct Principalities in 
the Hands of Deſcendents from the Crown of Spain, may be 
as advantageous as Provinces annexed to the Kingdom, and be 
ſupport-d at much lefs Expence ; indeed without any Expence 
at all, if thoſe Princes purſue only their own Intereſt, remain 
well. affected to the Ballance of Power in [taly, and maintain 
a fair Correſpondence with their Neizhbours, who will be al- 
ways willing to live upon the beſt Terms imaginable with 
them. Another great Advantage is their being free from any 
Apprchenftons on the Side of France; to which we may add, 
their having it abſolutcly in their own Power to be as free from 
Dunger on the Side of the Houſe of Auſtria; for without 
Allics the has not the Power of hurting them; and if Spain 
will be content with minding her own Buſineſs, the Allies of 
the Houſe of Ay/tria would become hers. All theſe Advan- 
_ are ſo clear, that we need ſpend no more Time about 

wm. 

The Inconveniencies that Spain labours under, are chiefly 
toe which ſhe has brought upon herſelf. The firſt is the 
Want of People, which is the Reaſon that both the inland 
aud farcign Trade is in a great meaſure driven by — 
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of which alſo for the moſt part her Armies are compoſed. 
Another great Inconvenience which reſults from this, is the 
Poverty of their Country, which is not occafioncd by the Bar. 
renneſs, but from the Want of Cultivation. A third Incon- 
venience is the exceſſive Number and unproportionable Wealth 
of the Eccleſiaſticks, ſecular and regular; of which, as great 
Bigots as this Nation have been always held, they are now 
become very ſenſible, and would willinply find a — for 
it if they could. Their late Plenipotentiary at Breda, Vir. 
Alacanas, projected ſuch a Remedy, which though it wx 
not received in the late Reign, may be ſome time or other 
accepted, and could not but be attended with cry happy 
Effects. 

But after all, the capital and moſt dangerous Inconvenience 
is their Court's not being governed by Spaniſh Counſels; for 
all true Politicians will agree, that there is no Curſe can be 
ſo heavy upon a People, as to be made Tools and Beaſts of 

hen to any other People. For the firſt twenty Years after 
the Acceſſion of the late King Philip, Spain was in effect 
no bettcr than a Province to France; and her Condition for 
more than twenty Years fince that, has been much worſe; 
ſhe is become a Province to thoſe which ſhe takes for her 
own Provinces, I mean the Italian Dominions; for which 
ſhe has already paid ten times more than they are worth, 
and has alſo remained under a Dependence on France for the 
greateſt part of that Time. In fhort, the Qucen Dowager 
governed the King, and by ſo doing governcd Spain, with a 
View only to the Intcreſt of Italy; and this Paſſion was ſo 
ſtrong in her, that all the Kingdoms and Provinces of the Ha- 
nib Monarchy have been exhauſted, beggared, and ſacrificed 
to the Love has to her own little Duchies of Parma and 
Piucentia. 

Whencver this Inconveniency is taken away, the reſt will be 
eaſily removed: ain will then become an independent and 
powerful ttin«dom : France, inſtead of giving Laus to, muſt 
court her; the ouſe of Auſtria would ſee her flouriſh without 
Emy; and the Maritime Powers, inſtead of regarding ber 
as an Encray, would bchold her in the amiable Light of their 
Berefact. r, and their Friend. All this ſhe may be, and that 
ſoon ; wad if ſhe will n: t be this, it cannot be long before ſhe 
is totale undene. For fuch mult te the Fate ſooner or later 
of al! Nations, that are ob{linately dent upon purſuing Meaſures 
diametrically o, pofite to cir own intereſts. Pwitical Confti- 


tutious are indeed fironzr thin Na. ural Ones, but, like 9 
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if they are continually harraſſed, they will at laſt be moſt cer- 
tainly wore out. a . 

it may indeed be objected, and ſurely it concerns the modern 
Politician to conhder the Objection, that ſince the Concl uon 
of the War the Affairs of Spain are much altered, her Power on 
the Continent is augmented, an immenſe Treaſure has poured 
in from the Indies; and when once her Marine ſhall be retiored, 
ſhe may paſs for one of the moſt formidable Powers in Europe. 
It is farther ſtill inſinuated by ſuch as make this (Ibjection, 
that whatever Weakneſs there might be in the Politicks of Spain 
in attaching herſelf ſo cloſely fore to the Inte of 
France, there may poſſibly ſome Event fall out, which will 
make a full Amends for all this; and which is more, may 
make the Continuance of the ſame Meaſures paſs for ſound Fo- 
licy even in the Opinion of the beſt Judges. 

But in anſwer to this Objection, now in a good mcaſure re- 
moved by Providence, we muſt obſerve, that it is founded in 
a Diſtinction between the Intereſts of the Crown, or rather 
the Intereſts of the Royal Family, and the Intereſts of the 
Nation, which is a Diſtinction that ought never to be made, 
which notwithſtanding has been too often made; and ro which 
the Interctts of many Nations, but of none % ran: xably 
as this, have been facrificed. We thercioro maiutzin, that 
allowing all that is contended for in the Oujection fhould 
happen, it would never alter the Nature of Things, or juſtify 
that new and ſtrange Method ot governing, which ſacr.fices 
Intereſts natural and permanent, to thoſe which arc temporary 
ouly and fluctuating. In thort, we affirm that the Acceſſions of 
Territory made by the two laſt Wars can be rendered beneficial 
only by purſuing the Principics before laid down; and that 
the real Strength, Grand ur, and Pref,,crity of the Spaniſb 
Crown muſt be the Work of Veace ; and of that mild, juſt, 
and equitable Government, to which his preſent Catholick 
Majeſty King Ferdinaud the Sixth is naturally inclined; and 
tor the Truth of this we appeal to Time and the Judgment of 
Poſterity. 

We are next to ſpeak of that Kingdom, which was once 
but a Province of the Spaniſh Monarchy, which of all the Ac- 
ccthuns of 'Ferritory ſhe ever made, it moſt imported her to 
have kept, becauſe the keeping of it would have added Luſtre 
to the Crown, and Strength to the Nation. An Acquiſition 
made by une of the wiſeſt Princes that ever fat on the Spaniſh 
Throne; an Acquiſition, the Importance of which was tho- 
roughly known, and an Acquiſition which never cou:d have 
A a 2 been 
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been loſt, but from thoſe Errors in Government which ce 
have before laboured to ſhew, ought of all others to be ex. 

Thoſe ambitious and all-graſping Meaſures weakeneg 
the Power of Spain to ſuch a Degree, that Portugal of a Pro- 
vince became once more a Kingdom; and tho“ moſt cruelly 
harraſſed, weakened and exhauſted, while under the Dominion 
of Spain, retained ſtill Strength enough to reſume, defend, and 
eſtabliſh its Independency ; and is at preſent in ſuch a Condi. 
tion as to deſerve the higheſt Regard from its potent Neighbour 
to whom it may be always a moſt uſeful Ally; and to whom, 
how much inferior ſoever in Power, it is capable of being the 
moſt dangerous Enemy. 


E 


Tle advantageous Situation, modern Hiſtory, pre- 
ſent State, political Intereſis and Connettions, 
of the Kingdom of PORTUGAL, fince the Ac- 
ceſſion of the reigning Houſe of BRaG axga. 


N order to give the Reader a diſtin Notion of the preſent 
State and Condition of the Portugueſe Nation, it is neceſſary 

to ſay ſomewhat of the Situation of their Country, which is very 
pleaſantly extended on the Coaſt of the Atlantick Ocean, about 
three hundred Miles, or ſomewhat more in Length, frem 
South to North, but ſcarce any where one hundred Miles in 
Breadth from Weſt to Eaft. Climate is very fine, and 
the Air eſteemed as wholeſome as any in Europe, notwith- 
ſtanding it lies fo far South, the great Heats being commonly 
tempered by the Sea Breeze. As for the Soil, it would be every 
where extremely rich and fruitful, if the greateſt Part of the 
Country were not mountainous ; but notwithſtanding this, 
they have, conſidering the Quantity of arable Land, a vaſt 
deal of cxceilent Corn in the Vallies; the Sides of the Hills 
produce in great Plenty tlie richeſt Fruits; and from the Bowels 
of the Earth they dig almoſt all Sorts of Metals, my and 
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gurer not excluded; of the laſt mentioned are believed 
to have the richeſt Mine in Europe, which is of Guacal- 
an, for this yields one Year with another, Silver to the Va- 
Jue of two hundred thouſand Pounds. There are alſo three 
great Rivers, that after watering the adjacent Provinces, empty 
themſelves into the Sea in this Country, viz. the Dueroro or 
Daurs, the Tajn, and the Guadiana. 

After this Deſcription, the Reader will eafily believe that for 
its Size this Kingdom is much more than Spain, 
ind the Inhabitants alſo beyond compariſon more induſtrious. 
Some Writers would perf us, that the Portugueſe are, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, a very corrupt and bad Sort of People ; ac- 
cording to the common Proverb, * Take a Spaniard, ſtrip him 
« of his good Qualities, which are but few, and you make 
« him a Portugueſe. '” Theſe kind of national Reflections are, 
generally ſpeaking, as ill-founded as they are ill - natured, and 
ought never to be repeated but with a View to refute them. 
In their Diſcoveries, which led the Way and ſuggeſted the De- 
ſign to Columbus, they ſhewed themſelves a penetrating and en- 
terprizing People ; their Conqueſts in the Indies, h the 
beſt Part are now low loſt, are yet — — Con- 
duct that deſerved better Fate; their 282 Naval Power in 
Europe, and ing it to fo great a Height as they did in a 
few Years, ought bs 2 them, with S at leaſt, a better 
Character. But there is one Circumſtance relating to the Por- 
tuzurſe, the Truth of which cannot be diſputed, and which 
is alone ſufficient ro wipe off all the Imputations of their Ene- 
mies: They have always been remarkable for their ſteady 
Loyalty to their Kings, as on the other hand their Monarchs 
have been no leſs diſtinguiſhed by their Juſtice, Moderation, 
and fincere Aﬀection for their Subjects. 

Philip II. of Spain, under Colour of Right, ſeized this Coun- 
try, and annexcd it to the reſt of his Dominions, in 1580 ; 
but the People were equally diflatisfied with his Title, and 
averſe to the Spaniſh Government, which was, to fay the 
Truth, the immediate Cauſe of the Ruin of their Country. 
It was this that gave Occaſion to the Dutch to deprive them 
of their Settlements in the Indies, on the Coaſt of Afi 
in a great meaſure, the Brazils ; for the Span 


upon this as a conquered Kingdom, took but little Care of 
their Concerns ; and the Portugueſe Nobility, who had former- 
iy ſhevwn ſo much Courage and Conſtancy in the Service of 
tteir native Princes, were far from exerting themſelves in the 
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fame Manner for the Support of Stran who plainly 
ſaw did not e ther uſe or wiſh them — wh 0 

At laft, tired out with the bad Behaviour of ſuch as were 
ſent to ryovern them by the Court of Madrid, they reſolved tn 
throw off the Spaniſh Yoke at all Events; and it ſo fell out, in 
164", that a fair Opportunity offered itſelf of carrying into 
Exccution what they had ſo long deſigned. 7obhn Duke of Bra. 
gan a, (irandſon to that Duke who was Competitor with Ki 
Philip tor the Kingdom, was prevailed upon to hazard his 
hereditary Eſtates, which were very little ſhort of one third 
of the Kingdom, in aſſerting of his Title to the Whole, 
and the People ſupported him fo unanimouſly, that there is no 

neral Revolution recorded in ancient or modern Hiſtory to 
— been more cffectually, or more ſecretly brought about, 
or with leſs Effuſion of Blood, than this, from whence he was 
raiſed to the Throne of Portugal by the Title of Fohn the 
Fourth. His Subjects were no |. ſteady and conſtant in ſup- 
porting him upon the Throne, than the) had been univerſally 
willing and ready to raiſe him to it, though the Spantard; 
maintained a long War, in hopes of recovering this Kingdom, 
and though the Dutch, notwithſtanding they were then fight- 
ii tor their own Libertics again{t the {ume Crown, 
their Deſigns un the Indies, and in Brazil, againſt the Pum- 


be 

t is true, that they loſt ſeveral of their remaining Settle- 
ments in Aſa; and that it was with great Difficulty they 
preſerved Ca, Banday. Dit, and a few incont: crable Places on 
the Continent ; but in be Brazils they had better Fortune, 
the Feople preſerr'd their Government to that of the Dutch, 
and in a ſhort time they recovered all that they had there 
loft. 

We muſt obſerve that whi'e the Spaniards were Maſters ci 
Portugal, their Maxims oi waking the moſt of the King- 
dom while in their Hands, ruined the Trade, funk the naval 
Power, and brought the Portugueſe Plantations almoſt to no- 
thing. An equal and juſt Government is neceſſary, not only 
to raiſe, but to preſerve theſe Advantages to any Nation, fince 
whenever that is wanting, they droop, dwindle, and dec, 
like Plants that remain unwater'd, or Children truſted to 3 
mercenary Nurſe, that ſoon loſe their Fleſh and Colour, which 
were the Reſuit of the Pains taken with them by an affectionate 
Mother. To judge from Effects may be a bad Maxim in 
Morality, but in Politicks it feldom fails, 
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In the IVth died in 1651, without W an End of 


that War which his Acceſſion had occationed. e leit his Do- 
minions to his Son Ahn VI. then a Child, under the Tute- 
Lage of the Queen Dowager his Mother. This gave the 
Spaniards a great Advantage, and nine Years after they ob- 
tained, in Appearance at leatt, till a greater; for at the Con- 
cluſion of the Peace of the Pyrences, the French, who had hi- 
therto been the warm and almoſt the fole Allies of Portugal, 
enzazed to give that Crown no farther Aſſiſtance; but their 
great Revari for their own Intereſt, induced them, in direct 
Violation of that Article, to fend the Portugueſe greater Aſſiſt- 
ance than ther had ever done, under the Command of Mar- 
ſhal SL , an Officer of ſuch Capacity, that it might be 
truly ſaid, his tingle Perſon was equivalent to a ſmall Army. 

He reformed many Abuſes, and introduced a new Diſcipline 
2mong the P:rt::r4c/e Troops ; fo that notwithſtanding 
hal the whole Span Force to deal with, yet they bravely de- 
fended their Liberties, and gained two ſuch fiznal Victories at 
Eftremss and Fila Ficizfa, as convinced their Enemies, that 
tie Dutirc of Freedom may over-ballance Superiority of Num- 
bers. At laſt in 1668, the French King Lows XIV. falling, 
contrary to the Faith of I rcaties, with a great Army into the 
Lu-Ciuntries, the Spaniards found themſelves under a Neceſſity 
of making Peace with Pertrgah, which was done under the 
Mediation of King Charles II. of Great Britain, who had mar- 
rio the Infanta Catharine, Daughter to King Jahn, and Siſter 
to King A/p-nſo; by this Treaty the Crown of Spain renoun- 
ced all her Claims and Pretenſions on that of Per“ ugal, and 
ſolemnly acknowledged the Rights of the Houſe of Braganga, 
which put an End to a diſputed Title, and reſtur'd Peace to thi 
Country, after a War, or at leaſt the Interruption of Peace, for 
the Space of twenty-ct7'it T cars. 

Ao VI. having attained the Years, tho' not the Diſcre- 
tion of a Man, refulved to take the Government of his Do- 
minions into his own Finds, tho' his Mother had ruled with 
great Prudence, and himſelf could not but be fatisfied of his 
own Incapacity, which is ſaid to have been owing to a long 
Indifpott:ion, that ſo much weakened his Abilities, both in 
Body and Mind, as to render him equally unfit for the Du- 
ties of a Ning, and of a Huſband. But his Favourites who 
had perſuaded him to remove his Mother (who is ſaid to 
have died of Gricf in a Year after) from the Adminiſtration 
of Affairs, adviſed him likewiſe, from Views of their own, 
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to marry without Delay; and accordingly a Princeſs of $4 
Nemours was thought of for his Queen, whom he ativan? 
eſpouſed. Thoſe who had puſhed him upon theſe Deſigns 
and who had no other View than that of governing the King. 
dom at their own Will under his Name, began next to infuſe 
Jealouſies of his Brother Don Pedro, the preſumptive Heir of 
the Crown; and are alſo faid to have engaged him in ſuch 
other low and ſhameful Intrigues, as obliged the Queen, after 
ſhe had cohabited with him for fix Months, to retire to 3 
Convent for the Preſervation, as ſhe affirmed, of her Honour 
and her Life. 

The Infant Don Pedro, conſidering the Incapacity of his 
Brother, the confuſed State of publick Affairs, and his own 
great Peril, determined by the Advice, and with the Aff. 
ance and Conſent of the principal Nobility, to ſecure the Per- 
ſon of the King, and to take upon himfelf the Adminiſtration 
of the Government. This was accordingly done, and not 
long after the Queen left her Convent, and a Diſpenſation having 
been obtained from the Court of Rome for that Purpoſe, 
the Prince Don Pedra, who removed Alphonſo to the Ifland of 
Tercera, where he kept him confined under a ftrong Guard ; 
but cauſed him to be treated with the Tenderneſs which he 
owed his Brother, and the Reſpect that was due to a King, 
However, ſome malicious Tongues, in a few Years, reporting 
the contrary, the Prince cauſed him to be brought back to 
the Caſtle of Cintra, within a Day's Journey cf Liſbon, and 
there, under an eaſy Cuſtody, he was icrved and reſpected as a 
King. The Prince was perſuaded by many to have aſſumed 
that Title himſelf, but he inflexibly declin«d it, contenting 
_ with that of Regent till his Brother died, which was in 
108 3. 

This is the beſt Account, that, from comparing the moſt 
authentick Relations, we have been able to obtain of this At- 
fair; for as to the fine-wrought and amazing Stories that are 
found in ſome ſecret Hiſtories and private Memoirs, they feem 
to be deſtitute of all Foundation in Truth, fince if Don Pedro 
had been inclined to get rid of his Brother, and to make himſelf 
Maſter of the Kingdom at any Rate, he might moſt certainly 
have done it in the Confuſion of the firſt Revolution, or not 
Jang alter he was ſent to Tercera; but as he did neither, but 
ſhowed himſelf in all other Reſpects a religious and virtuous 
Prince, there is no Cauſe for giving Credit to any of thoſe Sub 


icions, Which fancitul, iil-informed, or malicious Writers 
ave pub liſhed. x; 
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king Pedro had by his firſt Queen, who had been his Bro- 
ther's Wife, only one Daughter, and for ſome time before her 
\other's Death, ſhe was conſidered as the Heireſs of the King- 
dom, and while ſhe was fo confidcred, a Marriage was treated 
for her with the young Duke of Stey; nay this was carried fo 
far, that the Portugueſe Fleet was actually ſent to the Coaſts of 
Italy, in order to bring over the intended Bridegroom; but that 
Prince changing his Mind, the Flect returned without him, 
and the Infanta dying ſoon after this Diſappointment, the People 
of Portugal violently follicited their Sovereign to think of a ſe- 
cond Marriage, which induced him to efpoute the Princeſs Ma- 
ria Serbia, Daughter to the Elector Palatine, by whom he had 
Iſſue 2 Prince of Brazil, and alſo the Infants Don Francis, 
Don Ant-mio, and Don Emanuel. 

The King continued for many Years to govern his Subjects 
with great Juſlice and Moderation ; and as a long and cruel 
War had waſted his People and his Treafures, during the 
Reien of his Brother, he was very carcful to ke Hem, 
to encourage Agriculture, and to promote the Commerce of 
his Subjects. A little before the Peace of Ryſwick, he offered 
his Mediation to Louts XIV. but received ſuch an Anſwer, as 
ſhowed plainly enough that France was reſolved to reject it 
with a kind of Diſdain. The Peortugueſe Monarch 
fit to pals by the Afﬀtront for the preſent ; but it afterward 
coſt France dear. So dangerous a thing it is for Princes, 
though ever ſo powerful, to treat with anv of Contempt 
ſuch as are conteſſedly equal to them in Rank, though for the 
pigs it may be inferior in ſome other, and thoſe too acciden- 
tal Reſpects. 

When Pil V. mounted the Throne of Spain, the Friend- 
ſnip of Portugal became not only expedient, but . 
C pon this Occaſion, Louis XIV. was as obliging and civil, as 
he had formerly ſhewn himſelf haughty and proud; and tho' 
Don Pedro had already refolved on the Part he was to take, 
vet conſidering how ſoon, and how eaſily he might be cruſhed 

by the Forces of the two Crowns, he entercd into an Alliance 
with King Philip, and this for various Reaſons. In the firſt 
Place, it gained Time, and delivered him from preſent Dan- 
* in the next, it gave an Opportunity of gaining good 

erms, which might be of Uſe to him on another Occaſion; 
and laſtly, he obtained by it ſome preſent Advantages, which 
were very beneficial to his Subjects. Yet 1 this 
Licaty, he rxfafed, though warmly preſſed by the * 
ng 
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In confization of theſe Terms, he agreed to receive King 
Charles, and to aſſiſt him with Forces, for the Recovery of his 
Kingdom, for which, however, he was to have large Subſidies 
from the Maritime Powers, and a good Fleet to protect his 
Coaſts. A few Days before King Charles arrived at Liſbon, died 
the Infanta, who was to have been his Queen ; but this made 
no Alteration in the Meaſures that had been concerted, his 
Portugueſe Majeſty reſolving to proſecute the War as he had 
promiſed ; — any Steps 2 be taken for this Purpoſe, 
he was removed 8 23 9, 1706, when ue had 
lived fifty — from the Death of his Brother, had reigned 
twenty-three Years. 

Jebn V. the Father of the preſent King of Portugal, ſucceeded 
his Father, and purſued his Steps very exactly, notwithſtanding 
the Spaniards ſurpr — the Town of Alcantara, and made the 
Garriſon Priſoners of War, almoſt before he was warm in the 
Throne. The Aſſiſtance he gave the Allies, brought the 
Spaniſd Monarchy twice to the Brink of Ruin; and "though 
moſt of our Accounts fay, that the Portugueſe "Soldiers be- 
haved but indifferently in that War, yet chis ought not oy 
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underſtood as a national Reflection, farther than as long 
Peace, great Wealth, and much Luxury, are capable of cor- 
rupting any People. And it may not be amiſs to inform the 
Reader, that the greateſt Part of the young Nobility, who 
were Officers at this time in the Army, were but Freſh-water 
Commanders, and who from leading indolent and debauched 


Lives at Liſban, were come to make their Fortunes by their 
Commiſſions. It was nv great Wonder therefore that they 
behaved but indifferently, or that the poor People who 
them followed their Examples. But that this was the ſole 
Cauſe of their Miſbehaviour appears from hence, that after 
the fatal Battle of Alm næa, many Englih Officers were obliged 
to fill up, and ſome raiſed their whole Corps afreſh amongſt 
the Portugucſe , and from the Mouths of thoſe Officers I have 
berrd, that fuch Men, when in our Pay, behaved in Time of 
Action as well as any Men could do, and were beſides fo ſober, 
ſo diligent, and fo attentive to their Duty, that what was 
at firſt done from Neceſtity, became Matter of Choice. This I 
thought it was but Juſtice in me to mention, as the calumnious 
Reports to the Prejudice of their Reputation are already common 
enough in Print. 

At the Cloſe of the War, King Foun raiſed very high De- 
mands upon the Crown of Spain; for he knew well 
that Abatements might be made at any time, and very rightly 
judged, that by aſking a gat deal he fhould be ſure to get 
fomewhat, as he reaily did, both in Europe and in America, 
beſides a Compenſation for the Loſs of his Negro Contract. 
But after all, it fell very ſhort of what he had ſtipulated with 
King Charles, though perhaps the Peace he made with King 
Philip. in 1715, might be very near an Equivalent for what 
would have been allowed of his Treaty, it King Charles had 
ſucceeded, and become the peaceable Poſſeſſor of the Spaniſb 
Monarchy ; as there is a wide Difference between what Princes 
may be brought to promiſe in their Diſtreſs, and their Readi- 
neſs to perform, when it is in their Power to diſpfite the Per- 
formance. 

While the War continued, the Commerce of the Brazils 

began to grow much more conſiderable than in former Times, 
by the working of the Gold Mines; and as there was at that 

Lime a great CES between the two Nations, the Britiſb 
Traders obtained a large Share of that Gold for the Commodities 
and Manufactures with which they furnithed the Portugueſe. 
Ning Jahn could not help ſeeing this with Concern, 
thougkt it hard they ſhould have but a Sight of the vaſt 22 
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dcrived from their own Settlements, and that it ſhould imme. 
diately vaniſh, as it were, out of Portugal into another Country 
His Miniſters were exactly of their Maſter's Opinion, and man 
Conſultations were held about finding a ſpeedy and effectual . 
medy for what they conſidered as the greateſt Grievance. At 
length it was concluded, that the only Method could be taken 
was to prohibit the Wear of foreign Manufactures; and this 
had certainly been put in Execution, if Lord Galway, the Com. 
mander of our Forces in that Country, tho“ a Frenchman by 
_ had not pane it. 4 
was a avourite with his Portugugſe Maj 

ans A = 
him therefore, as to a Friend, and under the ſtricteſt Injunction 
of Secrecy, the King communicated this Affair, and aſked 
his Advice about it. His Lordſhip told him fairly, that the 
Remedy would be worſe than the Diſeaſe; that the fame Pro- 
vidence which had given his Subjects Gold, had beſtowed 
Commodities and Manufactures upon the Engliſh; that the 
Exchange therefore was not fo injurious as he imagined ; and 
that by prohibiting Commerce, he might force thoſe that were 
now his beft Friends to become his Enemies, and to employ 
their Naval Power, which he knew to be fo much ſuperior to 
his own, in taking that by Force for which they now gave a 
proper Equivalent. 

He farther repreſented, that whatever turn the War might 
take, Portugal muſt always ftand in need of the Friendſhip of 
England, to prevent becoming dependent on the Houſe of Auſtria 
or the Houſe of Bourbon; and therefore it was much better that 
his Subjects ſhould trade with thoſe from whom he had fo much 
to hope, than with other Nations from whom he had all things 
to fear. The King, who was both a reaſonable and a juſt Prince, 
and who in his Buſineſs acted ſolely from a laudable Affection 
for his Subjects, comprehended the Force of theſe Arguments, 
and immeyiately laid aſide a Project, which how plauſible ſoera 
in its firſt Appearance, was certainly at the Bottom neither equi- 
table nor practicable. Happy for the World if all Kings meant 
as well, deliberated as coolly, and were as ready to receive and 
follow good Advice ! 

The next remarkable Point in this Reign was, the Quarrel 
between his Portugueſe Majeſty and the Pope, about the 
Aſſair of the Nuncio Bibi, an LIE too inconſiderable in 
itſelf to be mentioned in a Work of this Nature, if it did 
not contribute to explain a political Article which is very well 
worth the ingenious Reader's Time perfeciy to comprehend ; 
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decauſe on the one hand, it ſhews the Connection between the 
Catholick Powers and the Head of their Church; and on the 
other hand, it explains the Manner in which theſe Powers 
act when they believe themſelves at any time ill uſed by the 
Pope. Signior Bichi was ſent to the Court of Liſbon fo early 
as the Year 1710, and at firſt the Court was very far from being 
pleaſed with him, but by Degrees he got over the Averſion, 
and in a ſhort time afterwards the King recommended him to 
Cl-ment XI. for a Cardinal's Hat; which was refuſed, under 
Pretence that his Nomination was oppoſed by the Imperial 
Court; which, whoever, was not ſtrictly true. Innocent XIII. 
confiding in the known Piety of the King of Portugal, ven- 
tured to uſe him worſe than this Predeceſſor had done; for he 
not only refuſed abſulutely to make the Nuncio a Cardinal, but 
recalled Signior Bichi, and ſent another Prelate to ſucceed him. 
But the King of Portugal would not ſubmit to this [ndignity, 
and therefore ſent Word to the new Nuncio, not to ſet Foot in 
his Dominions, and refuſed likewiſe to let the old one go, tiil 
he was aſſured that Reſpect would be paid to his Nomination. 
Upon the Death of [xnacent XIII. ſucceded Benedict XIII. 
who went a Step farthcr than his Predeceflor, 
poſitively the Nuncio Bich: to quit the Court of Liſbon, which 
accordingly he did, and returned by the Way of Madrid into 
Italy. But this I reatment provoked the King of Portugal to 
ſuch a Degree, that he recalled his Subjects from Name, broke 
off all Correſpondence with that C#urt; and if the Pope had 
lived a little longer, would very probably have ſet up a Pa- 
triacch. Cardinal Cor/ou ſucceding Pope Benedict, by the Title 
of Clement XII. found himſelf under a Neceflity of putting an 
End to this Quarrel, which had now laſted almoſt 
Years, and in his ſecond Promotion in 1731, beſtowed the 
lung- expected Hat upon Bichi, who was then upwards of 
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a of Rome hoped that, in the 
Courſe of this Diſpute, either the King or the Nuncio would 
have died, and then it would have dropped of courſe, in a man- 
ner honourable to the Holy See; but failing in this, the late 
Pepe was forced to make the beſt of a bad Bargain, that he 
might avoid driving things to Extremities. 

In the Year 1729, a double Marriage was concluded between 
the Courts of Spain and Pertrgal; the Prince of Aſturias, now 
his Catholick Majeſty, eſpouſed the Infanta of Portugal, and the 
Prince of Brazil, now King of Portugal, the Infanta of Spain, 
turmerly ſtiled Qucen of France. Ihe Exchange of the Princeſſes 

Was 
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was made with great Solemnity, and their Catholick and Portuguſ, 
Majeſtics had an Intervicw — the 23d of Jannary, in the Iland 
of Pegan in the River of Caya, about a League from Badajez. 
But notwithſtanding this Alliance, the two Courts were very 
near coming to a Rupture in 1735; and it is thought, that the 
ſending a Briiiſi Feet under the Command of Sir ahn Norris to 
Liſbon, was what chicfly prevented it, and faved J ertugal from 
an Invaſion. 

The two Crowns were not reconciled thoroughly till the 
Year 1737, from which Period they became every Day more 
united, which gave much Satisfaction to ſome Courts, and 
no Umbrage to any. Through the Courſe of about thir- 
teen Years more, the King proſecuted ſteadily the fame Maxins 
of Government to which he adhered in his Youth, which 
would have turned more to the Advantage of his Subject 
than they did, if he had not conſumed ſuch immenſe dums 
in erecting religious Houſes, decorating Churches, and cauſing 
2 to be built, the Ornaments and Furniture of which 
all Example, and almoſt exceeded Computation. 
A Stroke of the Palſy, under which he laboured for many 
Years, and by which his Faculties were very much impaired, 
threw publick Affairs in a great meaſure iato the Hands of 
Prieſts, as little agrecable to the Inclinations as it was to the | 


Intereſts of the People. In this Situation of Things, a Treaty 
was made in 1750 with the Court of Madrid, by which Nera 
Coloma on the River of Pte was yielded to his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty, to the great Regret of the Portugueſe, as well on Ac- 
count of the Value of that Scttlement, as becauſe they appre- 
hended their Poſſeſſion of the Brazils would by this Ceſſion be 
rendered precarious. On the laſt of July the fame Year, this | 
Monarch, worn out by his Diſtemper, deceaſcd, in the fixty- 
= Year of his Age, and in the forty-fourth Year of his | 
eign. 

Don Joſeph, Prince of Brazil, ſucceeded his Father, to 
the univerſal Satisfaction of his Subjects, and with as great 
Expectations as ever any Monarch that mounted the Throne. 
It was generally believed that he would make conſiderable 
Akerations, in which he did not diſappoint the Hopes ef 
the Publick ; and yet they were done fo flowly, with ſuch 
Moderation, and with ſo many Ci: cumſtances of Prudence, 
as hindered al! Grounds of Complaint. Amongſt other new 
Regulations, the Power of the Inquiſition ſuffered ſorae Re- 
ftriction ; the King directing that none ef their Segtences 
ſhould be in Execution, till reviewed and approved by 
«his Privy il, but as in the Reign of his * 
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had conſented to the Treaty with Spain, he ratified it after his 
Acceſſion, and has ſince actually carried it into Execution upon 
this noble Principle, that no Conſiderations of Intcreſt ought 
ever to induce a Monarch to break his Word. ae 
The Progreſs of his Reign has been of a Piece with its 
Beginning; and the Allies, as well as the Subjects of the 
Crown of Pertugal, have had juſt Reaſon to eſteem them- 
ſelves happy in ſo good a Prince. One Circumſtance only 
occupics the Attention of the former, at the fame time that it 
excites the Fear of the latter. His Portugueſe Majeſty is 
without Iſſue Male, his Uncles and his Brother unmarried. 
This might afford room for many SpeCulations of a delicate 
Nature, and for that Reafon, at this Juncture more eſpecially, 
improper. We may be fure that the King and Queen cannot 
but have this Matter at heart, in which their People and their 
Poftcrity have ſo near and fo great a Concern, and there- 
fore we may hope that fome Proviſion will be made, con- 
ſiſtent alike with the true Intereſts of Portugal, and the 
Tranquility of Europe. We have had too recent an 
of what happened upon the Death of the Emperor Charles VI. 
notwithſtanding all the Care that could be taken, and we know 
how very near that was to deſtroying the Ballance, which per- 
haps would have taken place, but through the Defect of Force 
in that Prince to whom they gave the Title of Heir. This 
Error, no doubt, will be avoided here, and the Succeſſion fo 
ſecurely ſettle as to put it into their Power to maintain them- 
ſelves with the Aſſiſtance of the Nation's Aﬀections, and the 
Support of Crowns which are naturally bound to reſpect Fer- 
18 and to manifeſt the Truth of their Profeſſions by their 
eds. 


As for the Intereſts of Portugal, they be divided into 
Political, which regard their Poſſeſſions 218 and Com- 
mercial, which reſpect their Dominions in Afia, Africa, and 
America. As to the firſt, there is no doubt that it conſiſts in 
maintaining Peace; a Point to which his late Majeſty re- 
mained always well inclined, and thereby preſerved Quiet to 
his Subjects in the midft of all the Broils of Europe. There is 
no doubt the Power of the Houſe of Baur : has been, and there 
15 no Reaſon to ſuſpect that it will not remain, formidable to this 
Kingdom ; and hence ariſes the Neceflity that Portugal is under, 
of living upon good Terms with the Maritime Fowers, and 
more eſpecially with Great Britain. It is indecd ſaying no more 
than Truth, that there is ſcarce any Inſtance in Hiftory of a 
more laſting and ſincere Friendſhip, than has ſublilted, for near 


a Cen- 


3681 


a Century paſt, between the two Crowns; and as it is 
mutual Intereſt that it ſhould ſubſiſt, there ſeems to 5 
Ground to ſuſpect it will not do fo. While this continues, and 
while Great Britain maintains her Superiority at Sca, Portugal 
can hardly ever be in danger. 

As for the Northern Crowns, ſhe has very little to do with 
them, or they with her; and as for the Italian States, it is not 
eaſy to conceive how any Differences ſhould ariſe between them 
and his Portugueſe Majeſty; and if there ſhould, it is very eaſy 
for him to do himſelf Juſtice. There were formerly long and 
bloody Wars between the Subjects of this Crown the 
Aoors ; but as their Cauſes are now ceaſed, their Conſcquences 
are ſunk with them. We muſt however except the piratical 
States of Barbary, which are in conſtant War with Pertugal, 

becauſe they are conſtant Ga ners by it; but whenever a mar. 
tial and active Prince ſhall be feated upon that Throne, he will 
not find it a very difficult Matter to put his Navy in ſuch a Con- 
dition, as may impoſe Reſpect upon theſe chievidh People, whoſe 
Depredations are a Scandal to all the European Powers, who 
might eaſily cruſh them at once, inſtead of continuing to pay 
Tribute to an i 2 — that owe their Im- 
punity merely to the Negligence and Want of publick Spirit in 
MS unde long ago to have deſtroyed them, —— do 
820 tit. Let us now deſcend to the ſecond 
Particular. 

As to to the Commercial Intereſt of Portugal, it lies now 
chiefly in the II, as it did formerly in the Eaft-Indies ; and in 
reſpect to Brazil, their Strength is ſo great, that they have no 
Reaſon to apprehend any thing from their Neighbours; the 
only Danger to which they are expoſed, is from an Inſurrection 
of their own Negroes, which might indced have very bad Con- 
ſcquences. In the preſent State of Things, this Colony is the 
moſt profitable in the World, fince, conſidering the 27 
between the two Kingdoms, Portugal draws more Profit from 
her Brazils, than Spain from both M. xico and Peru. It is 
otherwiſe in regard to Aſia, where from an Empire of almoſt 
incredible Extent, the Portugueſe Dominion is in a manner 
ſhrunk within the nazrow Bounds of the little Peninfula at the 
Point of which ftands the City of Gaga. 

It has often been deliberated in the Council at Liſbon, whe- 
ther they ſhould not deſert even that, ſince in ſome Years it 
coſts more to maintain it than it is worth. But of late we were 
told, that a Project has been formed, not for recovering their 
Dominions indeed, but for teſtoring their Trade, and extend- 
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ing their Commerce in the Eaft-bidies, by reforming the 
Abuſes under which it has long ſuffered. If ever this is car- 
ried into Execution, it muſt be at a Time when the other 
European Powers, that have Dominions in thoſe Parts, are at 
War with each other ; and therefore Gay I a 
2 more favourable Juncture than the War, which they 
neglected. If they had embraced it, is no doubt that 
foreign Merchants would have been ready enough to ſecure 
their own Effects, trading under Portugueſe Colours; and 
a very few Years Practice of this kind would have 
ed the Face of their Affairs in India, and might 
have encouraged their Government at home to think ſe- 
riouſly of giving them all the Aſſiſtance in their Power; the 
want of which has been moſt apparently the principal Cauſe of 
their Decline. 

Before the Kingdom of Portugal was annexed to that of 
Spain, her Monarchs were remarkable for their Attention to 
nzval Power, to the Support of their Colonies, and whatever 
might extend their Commerce ; to this extraordinary 
Care of their Princes, the quick Growth of their mari 
Force, and their amazing Progreſs in India, was chiefly 

ſunk as faſt as 


time 

due. 

But while a Province to Spain, all this it roſe, 
and before the Portugzeſe could extricate themſelves from 
this Dependence, they were almoſt undone. The defending 
thei next, and the recovering of Brazil, em- 
and theſe are their Excuſes for ne- 
But as all 
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But this will be their own, that is, the Fault of their 
Government. For when the great Powers are embarraſſed, 
then the leſſer States have an Opportunity of becoming, by 
ſome bold Meaſure, which may be taken 44 any of their 
Neighbours are well acquainted with their Views, powerful and 
independent. If a Plan for regulating what little belongs to them 
in the Indies, had been fixed a Year after the War began, they 
might have been, by this time, as formidable there as any, ex- 
cept the Dutch ; and the French would have connived at and 
afhſted them as the weakeſt Side, till they made them more con- 
ſiderable than the reſt, and then they would have repented of 
their good Officcs, and endeavoured to ruin them. Yet their 
firſt Run of good Fortune might well enable them to ſtand firm, 
and the Remembrance of paſt Misfortunes inſpire them with 
juſt Principles. 

This being conceived, and attentively promoted, is a 
feaſible Scheme for reviving their paſt Glory, and 


again, and rival that Reputation | before 
baſtian, invading Barbary, deſtroyed himſelf, his Army, 
and the Intereſt of his Subjects, which it had coſt his An- 
ceſtors ſo much to acquire. It is true this might have been 
undertaken with much greater Probability of Succeſs while 
the War continued, at which Seaſon theſe Conjectures were 
{frit advanced; but it is far from being too late, even now, 
if Things are maturely conſidered before they are carried 
into Execution, and are then executed without Precipita- 
tion. It is a Point of great Conſequence to thoſe who 
would underſtand the Intereſts of Europe, to reflect on paſt 
Events, and to ſpeculate freely upon what may poſlibly happen 
in time to come. 

We have an Inſtance of this, with reſpect to the Country of 
which we are now treating, that ought not to be paſſed over in 
Silence. A Reſolution was taken a little before the late King's 
Death in the Councils of Portugal, and carried into Execution, 
by which, under colour of reprefling Luxury, ſome ſevere Edict 
have been publiſhed, which have a bad Effect upon Trade. 
This ſhewed that his Portugueſe Majeſty either forgot or changed 
his Sentiments on the Point formerly diſcuſſed with the Lord 
Viſcount Galway, which ſooner or later, they may have w_- 


fion to repent. There is no doubt at all to be made, that 
the capita} Maxim in Government is the Welfare of the People 
but as the Neglect of this is criminal, fo Miſtakes about it may 

A Prince can never be too much commended for 


at once coniribute to the Information, and to 
of the Reader. 

It has been already demonſtrated, as far 
kind will admit of b that Safety, 
dency, and Proſperity of Portugal, muſt depend 
her maintaining a ſtrict Conjunction with 
or upon her acquiring a ſufficient 
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herſelf, 


without having recourſe to any gn But as the 
latter is a thing very difficult to do, fo beyond all Queſtion till 
it can be brought about, it will never be Icy in 
this Crown to run any hazard as to the former. Now we have 


likewiſe ſhewn, that till Portugal ſhall ha 
Force f.:yerior to that of her Nei 

meaſurc, depend upon that of Great Britain, and therefore it 
is directly contrary to her true Intereſt to take any Step 
8 be either prejudicial to that Force -1 _ 

own Safety depends, or which may weaken ies 

perience has ſhewn to have been hitherto ſtrong enou 
any Emergency to intitle her to that Aſfiſtance. 
affects the Commerce between Great Britain and 
operates to the Difadvan of the laſt mentioned Crown, as 
well by leſſening our naval Force, which depends upon Trade, 
as by weakening the Connections that unite the two Nations, 
and are of equal Conſequence to both. 


It may indeed be nded, that if this new Scheme of 
ticks ſhould not the Portugueſe Commerce in general, i 


will be of no great Conſequence to that Crown, tho 
ſhould happen ſome Variation in the Manner of carrying it on; 
yet when this ſhall be maturcly and candidly conſidered, it 
will be found there is no Ground at all for ſuch a Pretence. 
The Kingdom of Portugal muſt be furniſhed with Commodities 
and Manufactures from other Countries ; but it does not follow 
from thence, that it is a Matter indiffcrent from what Countries 
ih: derives them. do td. 
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conſider the Intereſts of Portugal as their own. If thi 
of arguing be not concluſive, in a Point of this Nature, 

ing can be ſo; for Commerce is no longer a 
to a Country, than the Conſequences of it are beneficial 
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Money, are forced to fave it 
will or not, Numbers will be driven to downright 
who would otherwiſe have ſubſiſted very 
iffipation, which was looked upon as a Calamity. 
that merit very ſcrious Reflection in all Countries, 
eſpecially in Portugal, where if the Minds of the 
rich are not to be taken up with ſplendid Trifles, it 
to one that they are occupied by worſe Objedts. 
Inſtance will ſet this Matter in a very full and 
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enceſe, who had gre 
which this Country might be reduced, For now, faid that 
inifter, the King mutt recover his Rights by the Sword, 
to his other Titics that of Conqueſt ; but the Bufinels 
to begin, and what Meaſures we ought * 
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do, or if it does, will introduce Diſtempers infinite} 
dangerous and deſperate than the Diſeaſe je was calculates 
remove. 

In dwelling ſo upon this Subject, we have been j 
enced chiefly by 9 Motives, the firſt general, and the — 
* In general, it is a Point of great Conſequence to 

ve a true Notion of Matters of this Nature, with which 
Empirics are much inclined to meddle, and with which if 
are ſuffered to meddle, they ſeldom fail of creating Confuſion; 
for it is no ſuch eaſy Matter as fome imagine, to rectiſy the 
Manners of Mankind by Laws, h it may be ſaſely and 
fly done by Examples. In Countries that derive 
their Wealth from Trade, or from the Produce of their foreign 
Settlements, ſuch Attempts are moſt dangerous, as the Mecha- 
niſm of their Conſtitutions is very complicated, and ought there- 
fore never to be tampered with, for fear that while the Correc- 
tion of ſome ſmall Inconrewence is endeavoured, the whole Ma- 
chine ſhould be put into Diſorder, and what was intended for 

blick Service, become unexpectedly the Ground of publick 
Diſturbance. 

As to the particular Motive, we have a fingular and ſpecial 
Intereſt in whatever regards the Welfare of the Crown of Pu- 
tugal ; its Subjects are our old, our natural, and our uſeful Al- 
lies; we have been benefited by our Commerce with them, and 
they have derived great Advantages from our Friendſhip. Be- 
fides, the Crown of Portugal is one of thoſe Powers, that while 
it regards its own Intereſts muſt remain attached to the Common 
Cauſe, by which I mean the Liberty and Independency of Eu- 
rope, the preſerving to every Kingdom and State its juſt Right 
of purſuing its own Welfare, according to its own Conſtitu- 
tion, which as it is a common Benefit tc all, is very properly 
ſtiled the Common Cauſe, in Oppoſition to thoſe arbitrary 
Syſtems whereby ſome overgrown and deſpotick Crown, or 
ſome ambitious and overbearing Family is made the Center, 
about which other ſecondary States muſt move, as the Planets 
do about the Sun ; with this Difference, that as the one is ac- 
cording to the Law of Nature, fo the other is in dire& De- 
Hance of it, as the Conſequences in both Caſes plainly prove. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


ſuccinct Deſcription FIT AIV, the Peuer: 
ſubfiting therein at preſent, tbeir Ferces, Reve- 
znues, and Trade. The Nature of the BALLANCE 
in that Count: y; whence it has been ſo often in 
Danger; and why theſe Peters of Europe in- 
tereſt themſelves ſo much for its Preſervaticn, 
«hich are net connefted with ITALY by any of 
the uſual Ties. 


HE great and fruitful Country of [taly has been, «> 
as Hiſtory records, either the Scat of Empire, or 
Theatre of War. According to the earlieſt Account we-haue, 
this extenſive and beautiful Peninſula was then iz-the-ſame 
Situati a is, cantoned out into various little States 
and Republicks, all living in Diſtruſt, at leaſt, if not in War 
wita each other. The Raman Commonwealth c the 
Face of Things by fwallowing up all, and making herſelf. the 

Head and Miſtreſs of hah. The Diviſion of Empi 
ee. the Ruin of it, and the Provinces adjacent to /taly 
ing loft, the barbarous Nations that conquered them very 
ſoon became Nlaſters even of the Imperial City of Rome, and 
divided Italy once more into ſeparate Principalines, all of which 
have been extremely ſubject to Revolutions, ſometimes from 
the ſuperior Power of foreign Invaders, and as often from 
the Etfects of inteſtine Commotions ; ſo that no Hiſtory is 
taller of Events, and conſequently more capable of gratifying 
the Curioſity, and fixing the Attention of a Reader, than that 
of this Country. But to enter into this is not our Buſineſs; it 
would be a Work of great Extent, and prodigious Variety, 
highly entertaining and highly uſcful. All we aim at, is to 
make ſuch a Repreſentation cf its prefent State, as may enable 
every Reader clearly to comprehend the Grounds of the high 
Attention that is paid to the Ballance of Power there ; by ſhew- 
ing as briefly as we can, how it is divided, what are the Titles 
of its preſent Poſſeſſors, their comparative Force and Intereſts, 
with other Circumſtances of a like Nature, that may ſet in 
2 proper Light the Diſputes _ 8 been lately at 
4 4 
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bake, it is about foren banded nnd fiky Mkt 
24 and from the Frontiers of the Duchy of Savey to thoſe 
of the Dominions of the State of Venice, which is its great 
Breath, about four hundred, though in ſome Parts it is ſcarce 

Part fo broad. As to its Situation, it is bounded on 
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Figure, and derive vaſt Advantages to the Sovereign 
Wen Beſides all this, the 
Cretral Countries of hn have ſuch Funds of ＋ py Riches, 
the People are ſo happy at improving as as inventing 
kin, that they ſtand in need only of ſome favourable 
Juncture to revive their ancient Spirit, and to make as great 
2 Figure as their Anceſtors did in compariſon with other 
Nations. 

There is no kind of Grremment ing i= ny Bas 
of Eurzpe, of which ſomething of the like Kind is not to be 
found in /taly. W the Sovereignty of the Pope, 4% is pe- 
culiar to this Country, as it is veſted in a ſpiritual 
and yet is altogether a temporal Power exerciſed as abſolutely, 
and, as is generally ſuppoſedg with-morePohey than in any other 


that lie within 
End, and of 
of 


His Serene Highneſs 
y and Reggio, together 
; andebelides-thelr, there 


whe weuld tcake-ellai theywere 
The Republick of Venice is an unmixed 
Ariſtocracy, till venerable for the Wiſdom of its Government, 
as heretccore formidable by the Extent of its Dominions as 
ick of Genoa is 


of Geneva, are ſo many different Republicks, each havi 
its particular Form of Government, but owing their 
to their Confederacy, which renders them truly great and for- 
| midabley} There are, beſides theſe, two free States, the Do- 


minions of which are ſurrounded by thoſe of Sovereign Princes, 
to whom notwithſtanding they owe no Obedience, or even 
Homage ; the firſt of which is the Commonwealth of Lucca 
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n of Tuſcany, and the latter the 
MHarim in the Midit of the Pope's T erritories. 

is the Diſtribution of Power in ah; and in the ſup. 
ing this Diſtribution, and maintaining each of theſe Prince; 
States in their reſpective Rights, fo as to prevent their en. 
croaching upon each other, or being overborn by > foreign 
Force, conſiſts the Preſervation of ho Ballance 7 Italy. A 
Term very ſignificant in Policy, and originally invented here, 
where it is perfectly well underſtood, though not always prac- 
tiſed ; for if it were, the Powers in Italy necd not the Aſſiſtance 
of Foreigners to keep it ſteady, ſince how ſmall or weak foever 


ſome of them may appear when confidercd ſeparately, yet the 
imes Found ſuffi- 


* made i in the — 
act is nevertheleſs 


; Fore mac ern Show tha Rr Ut thi wp for in 
former Times, as the moſt authentick Hiſtories thew, theſe 
Countries bred as good Soldiers as any in Europe. In the next 
place let it be obſerved, that there is wa” Yar bn Service 
in which Italian Officers have not diſtin ves; and 
if we look into the Records of the —_— — we ſhall 
find the Names of [ta/ian Heroes, who in Point of 
and Conduct were little inferior to thoſe of Antiquity. 
_ To * the Truth, moſt of the great Houſes in /taly were 
| py A illuſtrious Soldiers, and there is no doubt that 
if a true Spirit of Liberty prevailed, they would very ſoon 
become famous again. MASS Swiſs and the Griſans 
furniſh in other People * Infantry as any in 
the World; his — Matelt' wet acquired 2 
juſt Reputation i in the three War ars, od the of the 
Genoeſe Peaſants ſhew what might be expected from the Valour 
of thoſe who knew what they were fighting for. All the Strength 
of Italy collected, is rather under than over computed at one 
hundred and forty thouſand Men, which in their own Country 
and for their own Defence, thoſe Princes and Powers that raiſe 
them might very well maintain, fince if it were not for a vain 
Affectation of Show and Magnificence, and a ſtill vainer Pro- 
penſity to coſtly Superſtition, the Subjects of the Italian Po- 
| tentates 
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ntates would be very far from wanting wherewith to defray 


fach an Armament for the general Security. 


But rr the Ballance of Power is 
the common Intereſt of all thefe Princes and States, notwith 


binding at they know this better than can 
do, and are as well ſatisficd of it as can be wiſhed, yet fo it 
is, that with all their Penetration and Prudence, ſome or other 
of them are continually deluded by fpecious Views and flatter- 
ing Promiſes, to act againſt what they are convinced is their 
true and great Intereſt, which would certainly a Thing 
monſtrous and abſurd, if it happened no where in rah, 
and muſt on the contrary appear very natural and probable 
to any impartial Politician who is well acquairited with the 
Nature of Mankind, and who is ſenſible that notwithftandi 
al! their Circumſpection and Gravity, the Inhabitants of 
are Men like their Neighbours, Men having the fame or per- 
haps ſtronger Paſſions, and conſcquently very capable of being 
wrought upon when the Hopes of gratitying thoſe Paſſions are 
— in a full, though at the fame time in a fallacious Light. 

their Writings and in their Diſcourſes, you fee the Benefits 
of the Ballance perſectly explained, and the Errors of their 
Anceſtors in calling now the French, then the Spaniards, often 
the Germans, into Ttaly, very judiciouſly exploded, while the 
fame thing is practiſed by themſelves to this very Day. Nor 
can the ſtrongeſt Foreſight diſcern, when this Infatuation will 
ceaſe 


The Truth of the Matter is, that the Influence 2 the two 
Houſcs of Auſtria and Baurbon, have in our 
— to > the Scale in almoſt conſtant Motion, —_ 
whenever there has been any little Receſs, it has laſted no 
longer than till the ſilent Intrigues of the Partifans of one or 
other of theſe Houſes have been able to pave the Way for new 
Diſputes. Sometimes it has been thought for the Intereſt of 
kaly to rid themſelves entirely of one Houſe by the Aſſiſtance 
of the other, and when this has been in a meaſure effect- 
ed at the Expence of much Bloodſhed Confuſion, Expe- 
rience has ſhewn them their Miſtake, in conſequence of which 
they have entered into a new War to ſet Things right again. 
Other Nations more at a Diſtance, find themſelves ſtrongly 
intereſted in the Preſervation of the Ballance from a Variety 
of Motives, but principally from theſe two; firſt, becauſe their 
Trade in the Mediterranean muſt ſuffer exceedingly if the 
Ballance in Jtaly be deftroyed ; and ſ:condly, this Ballance 
is attended to, becauſe a Diverſion on the mand 
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which he perfectly underſtood and L His Situa- 
ion made this requiſite, his Penetration ought this very early 

Notice, and having once conceived its Importance, it 
his Rule of Action to his Life” 
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he eſponſed imma Maria of Orl:ans, the eldeſt Dauzhter of 
Philip of Orleans, only Brother to the late Lewis XIV. by 
Henrietta Maria, Daughter of our King Charles I. So that 
he became nearly allied to our Royal Family; and his Son 
the preſent King of Sardinza, is the firſt Prince of the Popiſh 
Line, after the Heirs Male of the Houſe of Etzurt, but ex. 
cluded from this Succefſion by the Act of Settlement. 

It was in virtue of this Marriaye, that in the Beginning of 
his Reign the Duke of ay went into the Meaſures of France 
and at the Inſtigation of Lewis XIV. n a violent Perſecution 
againſt his Protcifant Subjects in the Vallies, about the Year 
1685, which threw his whole Country into Blood and Conſu- 
fron. But it was not long before he perceived his Error, and 
that nothing could be fo fatal to a Prince as depriving himſcif 
of a great Part of his Subjects. He was alfo convinced that 
the French Monarch meant him no better than the reſt of his 
Neighbours ; and theretore when the firſt Grand Alliance was 
formed at the Hague in i690, he took care to be included in 
it, and venturcd ſo far as to ſtake his Dominions, to preſerve 
his Independency. 

His Succeſs in that War was but indifferent ; his Troops 
were not fo well diſciplined as thoſe of France, and he had not 
himſelf acquired that Experience in the Art of War, for which 
he became afterwards ſo remarkable. He perſiſted however in 
his Purpoſe, tho he loſt the Battle of Szaffard, and moſt of the 
ftrong 'Towns in his Dominions that Year. But in the next 
the French were baffled before Cont; and the Duke, to ſhew 
that he was not ſo deſpicable an Enemy as the Grand Monarch 
imagined, made an Irruption into Dauphiny, where he took 
Gap and Ambrun, and then returned into his own Dominions. 
This Incurſion had its Effect; for in 1693, Lewrs XIV. pr 
ſed, and the Duke accepted a ſeparate Peace, by which Nic, 
Suſa, Villafranca, and Maontmilian, were reſtored to him, as 
was alſo Pignerel, but the French thought fit to demoliſh it 
firſt. He obtained alſo three Vallies, and a very conſiderable 
Sum of Money, as a Compenſation for the Loſs he had ſuſtain- 
ed by the Wr. 

o attach him more firmly to his Intereſt, the French King 
conſented that the Duke of Burgundy, his eldeſt Grandlon, 
ſhould marry the eldeſt Daughter of the Duke, and that his 
Highneſs ſhould command his Troops in lach againſt his old 
Allies. After the general Peace, there happened ſome new Dit- 
ferences betwee: him and France, which were compromiſed by 
another Treaty in 1701, when the moſt Chriſtian King thought 


383 ] 
nothing could ſtrenghen the Intereſt of Philip Duke of Arjow 
whom he had declared King of Spain, fo much as marrying 
into the Houſe uf Satze; and therefore he conſented to his 
Match with the ſecond Daughter of the Duke ; and it was at 
the ſame time agrees, that in caſe of a War, his Highneſs 
ſhould be Gencraliſumo of the Army of the two Crowns in 
Itul 

By this Step the Politicians at Verſailles imagined that they 
had carried two great Points, that of fixing the Houfe of 
Savoy for ever in its Dependence upon the Bourbon Family, 
and providing for the Defence of the Spanyb Dominions in 
lialy, by putting them under the Protection of the only Power 
whereby they could be hurt; and it is very highly probable 
that this Scheme of theirs would have taken place in its full 
Extent, if Louwsis, who had then the greateſt Credit with 
Lewis XIV. had not overturned it. He had conceived an un- 
reaſonable and a very unaccountable Diſtaſte to the Duke of 
Savey, and from the Brutality of his own Temper, was fo far 
from concealing, that he exprefled it in Terms ſo grofs and 
{> abufive, that no Gentleman could have borne, and which 
therefore it was impoſſible that a Sovereign Prince ſhould not 
reſent. | 

Vitor Amadeus conſidered, that if his cloſe Alliance with the 
Houte of Baurlan could not defend him from fuch Treatment, 
his Succeflors, when the Power of that Houſe ſhould be more 
extended than it waz, would fink into a Degree of Dependence, 
more uncaſy and not leſs diſhonourable than downright Sub- 
jection ; he took therefore the glorious Reſolution of forget- 
ting the Ties of natural Affection for his Daughters, that he 
might ſupport the Diznity derived to him from his Anceſtors, 
and leave his Poſtcrity as free as, in ſpite of the Difficulties 
they had to ſtruggle with, thoſe Anceſtors had left him. Such 
were the Motives that threw him into the ſecond Grand Al- 
liance, though at the Beginning Things did not ſeem to go 
much better than when he entered into the firſt. The French 
were every where ſuperior, he was ſurrounded by them on all 
tides, his Friends were at a Diſtance, and it required a good 
deal of Time before they would be able to act. No Prince 
could know this better than he, yet he proſecuted his Plan, and 
what he had concerted with the Wiſdom of a Politician, he ſup- 
ported with the Magnanimity of a Hero. 

The French King was no fooner acquainted with, or rather 
no ſooner ſuſpected his Royal Highnefs's Defign, than he 
Cauſcd a great Budy of his Troops which had * the 

rench 
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to be ſeized and diſarmed]; he ſent the Duke & 
Fendome into Piedmont, who took Ferceil on one Side, wh: 
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of Orleans in his Lines before Turin, beat him, and by a ſingle 
Victory recovered Piedmont, and faved Italy. This was in 
1706; the next Year the Duke invaded France in his 


urn, forced the Paſſage of the Far, marched directly thro 
Provence, and formed the Siege of Toulon, which miſcarried 
Accidents it would ire too much room to relate. 

ing is remarkable, French with a Fury more 
barous, had deſtroyed all his fine Walks, and cut down 
bis fair Plantations near Turin; he had an Opportunity 
returning this Compliment in Provence, by deſtroy ing 
Mulberry, their Olive Trees, and their ; but de di 
gained it, and on the contrary, took all the Pains imagi 
ble to preferve them. He continued the War with hi 
Forces, and obliged the French to keep an Army on 
conftanily to prevent his Irruptions, which weakened their 
— elſewhere, and convinced them he was no contemptible 

nemy. 

At the Concluſion of the Treaty of Utrecht, the late Queen 
Fane inſiſted upon the Ceſſion to him of the Kingdom of Sia 
and took care that the Crown of Spain, failing the Heirs of Ph- 
Ep V. ſhould be entailed upon this Prince. France reſtored 
to him the Duchy of Savoy and the County of Nice, and 
yielded to him likewiſe in Perpetuity the Valley of Pragela:, 
with the Forts of Exilles and Fene/trelles, with the . 
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Ou, Bardonache, and Chateau Dau hine; but on the other hand 
he yielded the Valley of Barccionctta to the Crown of France. 
His maſt Chriſtian Majeſty likewiſe confirmed the Ceſſions that 
were made by the Empcror, of a Part of 1antſerrat, the Pro- 
vinces of Alexandria and Falentia, the Countries between the 
ps and the Tears, the Lomelin, the Valley of Saia, and the 
Equivalent that was to be given for FVigevanajſcs. 

All this contributed to make the King of Szuly, as he was 
now ſtiled, a very conſiderable Prince, and he would have ſoon 
become much more coni:derable, if he had remained longer in 
poſſeſſion of Sicily, where he began to make himſelf very 
able to the People, by ſupporting the Authority of the Civil 
Government againſt the Clergy, who made uſe of their too 
great Wealth and Privileges to oppreſs and pillage the People. 
He had not time, however, as we have hinted, to bring his 
Deſians to bear ; the Spaniards, on the one hand, could not en- 
dure that he ſhouid keep that Iſland, and the late Emperor Charles 
VI. on the other, kept up his Claim to it, and reſolved to take 
the firſt Opportunity that ſhould offer of re-uniting it to his 
Kingdom of Naples. 

The Lovers of ſecret Hiſtory have reported, that Spain of- 
fered to King Vier Amadeus, an Expedient for extricating him 
from theſe Difficulties, which was the driving the Imperialiſis 
out of Italy, and then granting him all that he could defire or 
expect; but they ſay likewiſe, that Spain inſiſted upon having 
the Prince of Piedmant delivered as a Hoſtage, which the King 
excuſed, upon account of the Tenderneſs the Queen his Mother 
had for that Prince; but at the ſame time offered the Prince de 
Carignan in his ſtead, which was accepted; but when the Time 
came for the Delivery, it was faid, that Prince had made his 
Eſcape, and was retired into France, which fo irritated the Court 
— immediately reſolved upon the Invaſion of 

any. 

That there was a Negotiation ſet on foot between this Mo- 
narch and the Spaniſh Court, I do not at all doubt; but as 
to the Tale of his giving Hoſtages, I look upon it as a Chime- 
ra. Vier Amadeus was of another Temper, than to facrifice 
the Safety of his Heir Apparent, or any Prince of his Fa- 
mily, in ſuch a manner. The Uſe he made of that Treaty 
was to amuſe the Spaniſh Miniſters, and gain Time to take 
the beft Meaſures poſſible, which, after mature Deliberation, 
he judged was ftriking in with his old Allies, who about 
this Time concluded the Quadruple Alliance. All he could 
obtain was the Exchange 6 which tho a 

c very 
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very great Loſs, was better than nothing; but in a little Time 
it ſcemed very doubtful whether he be able to obtain even 
this, the Spariards making themſelves entirely Maſters of that 
Iſland, at the fame time that they attacked and conquered 3 
great Part of Sicily. Theſe Events paſſed in the Year 1718, 


when the Affairs of this Monarch wore but an indifferent 


Aſpect, till Sir George Byng having entirely deſtroyed the Sa- 
niſh Fleet, put it in the Power of the Imęerialiſis to make 
themſelves Maſters of Sicily; and fo far check'd the Ambition, 
and humbled the Power of the Catholick King, that he ua 
once more content to abandon Sardinia, which in conſequence 
of the Alliance before-mentioned, was delivered up to Vir 
Amadeus, who bore ever after the Title of his Sardinian Nl. 
jeſty, and continued alſo in Poſſeſſion of that Iſland, fituated 


very near his own Dominions, very far from being an incon- 
iſition; h certainly much inferior to the 

noble Kingdom of Sith, under the 

Dominion of the Charles VI. and continued fo 


E 


Years after, till in conſequence of the Reſentment of hi 
ſent Sardiman Majeſty, it was once again recovered 
ins ſtill, and is hike to remain, i 

As ſoon as the King found himſelf in ſome meaſure 
from thoſe Troubles and Di with which his Reign 
hitherto been embarraſſed, ſet about the Execution 
Project which had been long floating in his Mind; in 
he compiled, or cauſed to be compiled under his Directi 
a compleat CoDe or Bedy of Laws for the Uſe of his Subj 
which he ordered to be publiſhed in 1723» by which he i 
a great meaſure freed his People from trivial and 
Suits, and from the ing into a tedious Length of ſuch 
as were more neceſſary. Lawyers were ſomewhat dif- 
pleaſed with this, but the King told them, what they loſt 
« would be a Gain to their Poſterity, and that in Dominions 
&« ſo narrow as his, and ſome of them not over fruitful, it 
* was inconſiſtent with common Senſe to grant an Ind 
e to any one Sct of Men to eat up the Produce of all other 
„Men's Labours.” By his royal Edict therefore, and without 
any further Ceremony, this Cop divided into five Parts (the 
ſixth not being then publiſhed) making a Volume of £44 Leaves, 
was declared the Meaſure of Civil Right throughout his Terri- 
tor ies. 

It is certain that he had projected other Regulations, 
and ſcemed wholly bent upon ſuch Meaſures as might oy 


= 
ET Fr 


S, 
[9 


K 


BY 


( 397 ] 
to the Improvement of his Country, and to better the Condi- 
tion of his People, when he found himſelf under a Neceſſity 
of taking a very extraordinary Step, which however it is highly 
probably he had very maturely confidered before he took it, 
tho' ke was ſo ſecret therein, that nobody either in his own 


and eſtabliſhing that great 
he had obtained — Europe, by oblierving the 
duct to the laſt, as well as to ſecure thoſe great Advantages 
for the Sake of which this amazing Step was taken, and which 
would have been infallibiy loft, if it had been diſcovered or 
diſcloſed. 

This ſingular and ſurpri Meaſure was the R 
of his Crown in favour 41 Son the Prince of P 
He was moved thereto from various Conſiderations, but par- 
ticularly three. In the firſt Place he found himſelf 
ordinarily preſſed by the Emperor on ons BN 62 by 
and her Allies on the other, that he could ſcarce i 
with himſelf which Side to take, and therefore inclined 
make a Chaſm in the Government, rather than take ei 


his Dominions, that he judged might be better managed 
his Son. He was, thirdly, 228 the continual 
atigues of a long and active Reign, and was deſirous therefore 
of paſſing a few Years in repoſe with the Counteſs St. Sebaftian, 
whom he married when a private Man, and retired with her 
to Chamberry in Savoy. 

This Reſignation took place in the Month of September 1730 ; 
it was made with great Solemnity, in the Preſence not of 
the great Miniſters of his Court, but alſo of almoſt all the No- 
bility and Perſons of Diſtinction in his Dominions. He re- 
ſerved to himſelf an Annuity of one hundred and fifty 
Livres per Ann. and having recommended Moderation to his 
Son, and Fidelity to his Subjects, parted with his Crown with 
the utmoſt Appearance of Satisfaction. 

CHARLES EMANUEL II. his Son and Succeſſor, 
mounted the Throne which his Father had quitted, in the Flower 
of his Age, being then in his thirticth Year. He had married 
in the Year 1722, a * the Houſe of Newburgh, and 
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her Demiſe he cſpouſcd in 1724, a Princcſ of Heſſe Rhinſeld;, 

e had given great Hopes from his moſt tender Years, of making 
a mild and gracious, as well as a callant and wiſe Prince; and 
at his Entrance into the Government he met with fo many and 
ſo unexpected Croſſes, that Poſterity will learn with Wonder 
how he extricated himſelf from them without Blemiſh to his 
Character, and without Prejudice to his Adminiftration. 

In ſhort, the old King, at the Inſtigation of the Lady he had 
made his Wife, but not his Queen, grew diſſatisfied with his 
—— Condition, and began to form Deſigns of reſuming his 
Didi, which he proſecuted in a manner ſuitable to ſo wild 

inconſiſtent a Project, and to the Diſpoſition of the Perſon 
at whoſe Inſtance he was weak enough to attempt it. The 
young King acted a very wife and diſcreet Part, he called to- 
gether the great Officers of State and the Nobility, and having 
acquainted them with the Neceſſity he was under to ſecure his 
Father's Perfon, he demanded their Advice; and they were 
unanimouſly of Opinion, that as well for the Sake of his Subjects 
as himſelf, he ſhouid continue to adminiſter Affairs with the 
fame Spirit, QEconomy, and Prudence, which he had ſhewn 
from the Time he mounted the Throne. 

In following their Advice, he ſhewed himſelf a true Father 
to his Country ; for there is nothing more certain, than that 
it was with the utmoſt Reluctance and Concern, that he took 
the only Meaſure that was left for him to take, that of confining 
the old King to his Palace at Mantcalier, where he remained to 
the Day of his Death, which was the laſt of October 1732, in 
the ſixty- ſeventh Year of his Age. 

But if the Situation of this Monarch's Aﬀairs at home con- 
tinued all this time uneaſy and perplexed, the Concerns he 
had with foreign Powers were not at all leſs embarraſſed. 
The Imperial Court had afforded many Occaſions to his Father 
of Complaint; and thuſe Occaſions were not removed under 
the Reign of the Son. Whether this proceeded from Deſign | 
or Inadvertence is yet undecided, bu: from whatever it pro- 
cceded, its Effects were fatal. His Sardinian Majeſty acquainted 
the late Earl of Eſex, then the Britiſh Miniſter at his Court, with 
the Nature of his Grievanczs, and the Reaſons which led him 
to ſuſpect that they were not very fincere at Vienna, in re- 


f:rence to the Conceſſions that had been made him, the rather 
becauſe that all the Titles and Records of the Mantferrut, which 
was yielded to him by Treaty, were withheld ; and he could 
not help regarding this, and the forming ſome Pretenſions upon 
certain Diſtricts, as if they were dependent on the Duchy of 
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Aim, as Signs that he was no longer to retain the Poſſeſſion 
of thoſe Territories, than till ſome fair Opportunity ſhould offer 
for reſuming them. 

The Brit; Court having juſt Apprehenſions of what 
labourcd carneſtly with his late Imperial Majeſty Charles VI. 
and his Miniſters, to remove theſe Obſtacles, to a cloſe and 
cordial Correſpondence with the Court of Turin; but the Dila- 
torineſs which had been but too obſervable on all ſuch Occaſions, 
hindered them from taking thoſe Steps which perhaps they were 
inclined to take, and which might probably have given his 
$erdinian Majeſty Satisfaction. So that while they were nego- 
tiating and trying a variety of Mcthods, to oblige this Prince 
to let fall ſome of his Pretenſions, the general Affairs of Europe 
took ſuch a Turn, as proved by no means favourable to their 
Views. 

In the beginning of the Year 1733, died King Auguſtus of 
Pelaud, which, as we have ſhewn elſcwhere, gave Occaſion to 
a Rupture between the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, and 
together with the ill Conduct beforementioned, afforded the latter 
an Opportunity of detacking his Sardinian Majeſty intirely 
from the former. In purſuing this extraordinary Meaſure, 
that Monarch aCted with all the Secrecy and Addreſs which 
have been the conſtant Characteriſtics of his Adminiftration. 
He ſigned on the twenty-fixth of September, with the Marquis 
de Fargrenant, an aſfenſive and defenſive Alliance with France, 
to which Stain afterwards acceded. The true Deſign of this 
wiſe Prince in making this Treaty, was that expreſſed in his 
Manifeſto, viz. reſtoring the Ballance of Power in Italy; where 
he thought the Houſe of Aujiria had acquired too great an 
Aſcendancy. 

It is at leaſt certain, that many of the /talian Potentates had 
juſt Reaſon to complain of the Conduct of the Court of Vienna; 
and that notwithſtanding this, their Complaints were very 
little regarded, which jcincd to his own particular Grievances, 
induced his Sardinian Majeſty to believe, that if the Plan laid 
down in this Alliance could be carried into Execution, the 
Aﬀairs of Jtaly would not only be put into a better Con- 
dition for the preſent, but that all things might be properly 
ſettled on a right and ſolid Bafis for the future. When the 
French Army began to paſs the Alps, Count Traun, at that 
Time Governor of Milan, was fo little appriſed of the true 
State of Things, that he offered his Sardinian Majeſty all 
the Aſſiſtance in his Power, to impede their Paſlage; to 

Cc3 which 


| [ 390 ] 
which the King anſwered coldly, That they did net come 4 


Marſhal Fillars commanded the French Army, and his Sor. 
dinian Maj — JRues his Troops, with thoſe under his 
Orders, the of the Milaneſe was ſoon atchieved. 
2 145 Campai . likewiſe did the 
next Year; Queen falling dangerouſly ill, he was 
rained to return to Turin in the latter End of the Mont”; 
June 1734, and during his Abſence was fought the famous Bate 
of Parma. Count Merci commanded the [mperialits ; he wa 
extremely ill of the Gout, but that did not hinder his taki 
Poſt on the Right of the firſt Line of his Infantry in — 
Chair, where with great Coolneſs and idity he gave his 
Orders till he was mortally wounded. The French General wa; 
Meaonfieur ſince Marechal de Corgni, who having been lately de- 
ceived by the Imperialifls paſſing the Ogio, penetrating into 
the Parmeſan, which he thought impracticable, he was the more 

» ns Bo Ts by gpm: a Battle. This 
rendered the Diſpute very and very bloody ; for fon 
People fay, that there never was an Action in which the Buſi- 
neſs was determined by ſmall Arms that laſted longer than this, 
except the enſuing Battle of Guaftalla. 

The Imperialiffs were obliged to retire ; but Prince Lewis of 
Wirtemberg, ſucceeded Count Merci in his 
brought his Forces in very good Order to Reggie, and the late 
Field-Marſhal Count Kaningſegg coming to take the Com- 
mand, it was not long before he made the French ſenſible cf 
his ſuperior Capacity; for on the fifteenth of 1734, 
he paſſed the Secchia, ſurprized 2 part of the French Army, and 
obliged Marſhal Broglio, who was a Horſe- Officer, and ought 
to have known the Fords better, to make his Eſcape without 
bis brought the Battle of Guoffalla, which was fought 

is on e uaſtalla, was 
on the nineteenth, and therein the King of Sardinia command- 
ed in Perſon. He had already gained a great Character in pub- 
lick and private Life : He was the Father of his Family and cf 
his People, enjoyed in his Court the Pleaſures of a regular and 
amiable Oeconomy, at the fame time that he was revered and 
adored by his Subjects; he had ſhewed a Reach in Politicks 
much ſuperior to his Age, but his Behaviour in the Battle of 
Guaſtalla obſcured all that he had hitherto performed ; and the 
Splendor of that Victory, which was entirely owing to his per- 
ſonal Cou and Conduct, threw all his former great Actions 
into Shade, all Europe rung now with his Praiſes as o_ 
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In the Beginning of the next Year died his Queen, which 
however did not hinder the King from appearing again in the 
Field, where Count Koningſegg found himielf obliged to yield to 
the great Superiority of the Allies, and the Skill of the Spanifb 
General the Duke de Montemar, one of the ableſt Proficients in 
the Art of War then in Errcpe. All the Imperiali/ts had to do 
was to preſerve their laſt Stake, the important City and Fortreſs 
of Mantua, and this they did till the Preliminaries were ſettled 
and ſigned at Vienna. 

On this Occaſion his Sardinian Majeſty had a convinci 
Proof of the Steadineſs, good Faith, and upright Intention 
the Court of France; for the Britiſþ Mini having con- 
certed with the Court of Fienna a Plan of Peace, by which 
Tortona and the Tertoneſe, Novara and the Novareſe, 
with the /igenavaſque, were to be detached from the y 
of 1ilan, and annexed for ever to Piedmont ; the French Court, 
by a clandeſtine Negotiation, deprived him abſolutely of one 
of theſe Diſtricts, and only left him his Choice of the other 
two, in which 2 the . Theſe Pre- 
liminaries were ſigned Octaber 3, 1735, were in ey 
reſpect favourable to France, 1.11 her Allies, fatal to 
th: Houſe of Auſtria, and deſtructive of the Ballance of Eu- 


rape. 
By them, under Colour of King Stani 1 bs. < 
Crown of Poland, France obtained Lorrain for contrary 
| ding by 


to gain 
this War; for this Spain was obli to give Tu as an 
Equivalent, and 8 and — 8 — to the 
Emperor in lieu A The King 
well underſtood the ill Uſage he had met with, and ſaw clearly 
how little he had to in favour of the Ballance of [taly, 
from either the Juſtice or the Policy of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
tO 288 


But the Preliminaries „there was no draw! 
oh Ve ob on the 16th of Lage 
his Per- 
randize a Power —_ 
Neighbours, and particularly 
It was from this Time that his Majeſty purſued with the 
greateſt Steadineſs his original Syitem, of reſtoring and preſerv- 
ing, to the utmoſt of his Power, the Ballance of taly, 
venting the Incroachments of either of the two great 
lies, whoſe Quarrels have ſo long diſturbed the Peace of 


Country, „ 1. 
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of this Prince, becauſe it was really what he aimed at by this 
War; ſo that when our minor Politicians glance at his * 
conſtancy, and affect to be witty upon his having been on both 
Sides, they thoot very wide of the Mak, for he never waz 
but on one. I mean by one, his own natural, rational, ang 
invariable Intereſt, that of the Ballance, from which his 
Wiſdom will never allow him to depart, and which it is hog. 
ed his other heroic Qualities will always enable him to ſuſ- 
tain. 

It is not however to be expected, that this Diſpoſition ſkoul4 
bind him inſeparably to either of thoſe Houſes ; his Principle 
is Independency, not for himſelf only, but for the other Powers 
of Italy, in whoſe Cauſe he fights as well as his own; and 
this is not his Intereſt ſingly, but ours; and therefore he is, 
with great Propriety, ſtiled our natural, as from his unalterable 
Steadineſs to the common Cauſe he is with equal Propriety 
_ our faithful Ally. But to return from Refledic to 

iſtory. 

ak preſſing Inſtances of his Subjects he conſented to a 
third Marriage, and in the Month of March 1737, eſpouſed 
the Princeſs Elizabeth Thereſa, Siſter to the preſent Emperor, 
then Duke of Tuſcany, a Princeſs who joined all the Accom- 
pliſhments that are amiable in her Sex, to all the Virtues that 
were requiſite to adorn her high Station. She made her Entry 
into Turin on the 22d of the Month laſt mentioned; and as 
there never was a Marriage more agreeable to the Maxims of 
true Policy, ſo never was there any more happy with reſpect to 
the Parties themſelves ; for with regard to the Conjugal State, 
it may without Flattcry be affirmed, that their Sardinian Ma- 
jeſties were a Model to their Subjects. On the 3d of May 
1739, his preſent Imperial Majeſty, at that time Great Duke 
of Tuſcany, made a Tour to Turin, where he was received with 
all the Reſpect and Aſfection imaginable. 

A little after, the definitive Treaty of Peace was proclaimed 
there. I mention this particularly, becauſe it was attended with 
2 Declaration from the King of Sardinia, by which it plainly 
appeared that fome Doubts had been ſtarted about the Town 
of Saravalla, whether it was to be regarded as a part of the 
Tertaneſe or not; and from thence it alſo appeared, that the 
Records beforementioned were not even then delivered up, but 
the King figns upon an expreſs Condition, that they ſhould 
be delivered to him in fix Months Time, purſuant to the 
Treaty of 1703. This very clearly ſhews how much Reaſon 
this Frince has had to act with great Caution and Circum- 


ſpection, 
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ſpection, in reſpecł to whatever Ceſſions have been made him 
fince ; but with Regard to the Uprightneſs of his Intention, 
and his fincere Defizn of maintaining the reſpective Powers in 
Italy in the juſt Enjoyment of their Rights, no part of his 
Conduct has given the leaſt Cauſe to doubt it. 

After the Death of the late Emperor Charles VI. when Spain 
was determined to puſh her Pretenfions in Italy by Force, and 
had a!fo ſecured the Aſſiſtance of France for that no 
Stone wis left unturned to bring his Sardinian Majeſty into 
their Mcaſures, and Threats and Promiſes were employed with 
al the Addreſs of which their ableſt Minifters were capable, and 
vet to no manner of Purpoſe. We are however to conſider, 
that at that Time his Majcfty's Affairs were in a very embar- 
raſſed Situation; the Queen of Hungary was puſhed to the 
utmoſt in Germary, her Forces weak in /taly, and as yet there 
was no Treaty of Subſidy ſettled with Great Britain. On the 
other hand, the Duke of Madena was actually arming in favour 
of the Sfariards, they ſucceeded perfectly in their proj De- 
{cent upon the Coaſt of Tuſcany, and the Neapoliran Forces 
were ready to join them, when there was juſt to fear 
that France would invade Italy on the other Side. 

In theſe perplezzed Circumſtances the King of Sardinia ſhew- 
ed himſelt equally firm and prudent. He was determined to 
act in favour of the Queen of Hungary; but in ſuch a Situation 
of Things, it was not either requifite or convenient that he 
ſhould declare his Intention. He publiſhed therefore a Mani- 
feſto, aflerting his own Rights to the Duchy of Milan, which 
he laid down as the Foundation for his detending that Country 
azain!t a Spaniſh Invaſion. Soon after this he entered the Duke 
of A{:dena's Dominions, and upon his Serene Highneſs's refuſing 
to diſarm his Troops, and retiring to the Spaniſh Army, his 
Majeſty made no Difficulty of reducing Modena and Mirandala 
by Force; and by a wiſe and well- conducted Oppoſition, forced 
the Sparifh Army under the Duke de Maontemar to retire towards 
the Fronticrs of Naples. 

But the Spaniards having a ſuter Game to play, and march- 
ing another Army through the South of France, the King found 
it neceffary to return to Turin to provide for the Defence of 
his Country on that Side; and this he did ſo effectually, that 
the Enemy, after attempting to force his Retrenchments at Villa 
Franca, were obliged to abandon their Deſign of penetrating 
through the County of Nice; and they were alſo defeated in 
another Attempt they made through the Valley of Barcelometta. 
Itis true that in the Winter they fell upon the Duchy of 
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Poſſeffion of the Genoeſe, who were to receive an Equi- 
32 it, and excluſive of the general Benefit that was us 
reſult to all Italy from its being made a free Port, and from 
its opening a Communication by Sea to the Dominions of 
his Sardinian Majeſty, who from the Terms of this very 
Treaty, became the perpetual Protector of the Italian Liberties. 
By the tenth Article it was that no Peace or Truce 
mould be made till his Majeſty was reftored to thoſe Parts 
of his Dominions, of which he had been Ciſpolicficd by the com- 
mon Enemies, and of which they continued poſieſſed, till they 
were totally eaten up and impoveriſhed. ; 

There is no doubt that the Advantages ſtipwated in favour of 
this Prince by the Treaty beforementioned were very conſi- 
6:rable ; but when it is remembered that he had already dearly 
earned them, that what was given him was as much for the good 
of the common Cauſe as his own, and after loſing a great Part, 
he was ſtill to riſk all the reſt of his Duminions in defence of 
this Cauſe; it is impoſſible for any ſenſible Man to think 
that what was thus granted him was too much. It is the more 
neceſſary to clear up theſe Points, becauſe many Miſtakes have 
been made about them, and becauſe without having a ri 
Idea of them, it is unpcflible this Subject ſhould be - IS. 
ur.d-rttood. | 

There is another Circumſtance which we muſt not paſs 
over in Silence, and it is this; at the very Time the King of 
Sardinia concluded this Treaty, he was offered hi Terms, 
in reſpect to his private Advantage, by the French and Spaniards ; 
which ſhews the Importance of his Friendſhip, and proves the 
Reaſonablencſs of granting him a juſt Equivalent for the ex- 
traordinary Expences to which he was put, by adhering to 
this Cauſe. There were however fume Difficulties made in 
th! Execution of this Treaty, but they were at laſt got over, 
and his Sardinian Majeſty reaped the Benefit of it in its full 
Rot during the War, ſo far as depended upon the Queen 
of Hungary. 

The Campaign of 1744 afforded new Proofs of his Sardinian 
Majeſty's Abilities, of the Significancy of his Friendſhip. 
In the very Beginning of the Year, the Spaniſh and French 
Army, commanded by the Infant Don Philip and the Prince 
of Centi, aſſembled on the Frontiers, and as ſoon as the Seaſon 
would permit paſſed the Varr, and took Poſſeſſion of the 
Town of Nice upon the firſt of April. His Sardinian Majeſty's 
Forces, under the Command of the Marquis de Suza, re- 
mained in the Retrenchments thrown up in the Neighbour- 
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hood of Mantalban, where on the twenty-ſecond of the fame 
Month the attacked them, and bought at a very dear 
Rate (viz. the of ſix thouſand Men, excluſive of Officers) 
a very ſmall Advantage. 

But however, this enabled them to penetrate into Piedmom 
and to lay all the Country waſte in their Paſſage ; and yer 
they found ſo many Difficulties in this Expedition, that when 
they ſeemed to have in a manner accompliſhed it, they were 

to abandon all they had taken rather than venture ; 

e; and turning off into the French Territories, took the 
Rout of Chateau Dauphine, which in five ſeveral Attacks, from 
the ſeventeenth to the nineteenth of Fuly, could hard] 
maſter ; after which, however, they reduced nt, and 
forced a Paſſage on that Side into Picdmont, in which Coun- 
try, when once they came into it, they lived with all the Hu- 
manity and Politeneſs of Tartar:. 

As late as it was in the Year, they beſieged the Fortreſs of 
Cani, in which there was a ſmall Garrifon commanded by 
Baron Leutrum, who notwithſtanding defended it with the 
utmoſt Reſolution, and interrupted the Progreſs of the Beſiegers 
by fuch well-timed and ſuch well-concerted Sallies, as gate 
the King his Maſter leiſure to come to his Relief, which he 
attempted the thirtieth of September, with great Intrepidity, at- 
tacking the Spaniards and French in their Lines, which how- 
ever were ſo well defended, that he retired with ſome Los, 
but not without finding an Opportunity of letting the Gover- 
nor know, that he would very ſoon adventure another Engage- 
ment; for which however there was no Occaſion, fince the 
French after a general Storm, in which they loſt near three thou- 
fand Men, found themſelves in no Condition to carry on the 
Siege, and therefore raiſed it on the nineteenth of Oclaber 
following, burying at their Departure many Picces of Cannon, 
and ing in their Retreat to ſuch a „ that not one 
half of their returned into France. 


g concerted 
ry little doubt 


of the Queen of Hung ny; neither at the Begin- 
ning was it at all unlikely that they ſhould have ſuccceded to the 
utmoſt of their Wiſhes, ſince they had by a vait Superiority, 
penetrated through the inions of the Republick as they pro- 
poſed, united all their Forces, which hitherto they never 


had been able to effect, and having received tlicir — 
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2d a Train of Artillery from Genza, began to attack the moſt 
conſiderable Places in his Sardinian Majeity's Dominions, ſuch 
s Tertcna, Alexandria, Sc. which were fo well defended, that 
before they could be reduced, the Army of the two Crowns 
was leſſened by a full "Third. All this Time the Az/frians 
were acting upon the Defenſive, Things had taken a very bad 
Turn in Germany, and the Rebellion was at its greateſt Hei 
here. 

In ſuch Circumſtances, and after a Battle which brought 
their Forces within Sight of Turin, the French ſet on foot 
new Negotiation with his Sardinian Majeſty, in the Courſe 
which they made him greater Promiſes than ever, and 
offered him his own Terms ; but the King remained 
his Engagements, and diſcovered the fame _ „Dili 

lies 


ity 
and Spirit, as in the former Campaigns. = 
of fort; 


his Father's Example, and ſhewed that while 

the Terms ſtipulated with him, he was incapable 
foot a ſeparate Treaty, and thereby making himſelf 
their Expence, though he might have pleaſed 

as great a Colour as any Prince ever did or 
uſe he made of this Conjuncture was to ſet a 
and to ſhew that Alliances deliberately made, were to 
gioully kept. 

In the Spring of the ſucceeding Year, when the 
ſtances of the Queen of Hungary allowed her to reinforce 
Armies in Ita, his Majeſty very early 
a moſt ſurprizing Stroke of military Courage and 
drove the French out of moſt of the Places they had taken in his 
Territories, and afterwards joining the Aufftrian Army, 
them up in the City of Placentia. is brought on the famous 
Battle of Rottoffredo, in which they opened a Paſſage for 2 
Flight out of Italy, abandoning Genea to the Reſentment of her 
Enemies, and retiring with Precipitation into 
they were ſoon after followed by the Allies. 

His Sardinian Majeſty took this ity, and availi 
himſelf of his good Fortune, reduced Savona and Final, which 
remained in his Poſſeſſion to the cloſe of the War. 
—— and inconteſtable Proofs of his Wiſdom, Valour and 

ity, received the next Year a noble Addition, by the al- 
molt incredible Victory gained at Exilles, by which the beſt- 
laid Plan the French and Spaniſh Generals ever form'd, was en- 
tiely diſconcerted, and the Flames of War hindered from ſpread- 
ing again into the Heart of Italy. 
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The different Attempts that were made for reducing the City 
of Genea after its Revolt, had all the Aſſiſtance and C 

given them by this & onarch that could be expected, conſiſtent 
with his Safety, tho” he had many Reaſons to be diſpleaſed 
with the Uſage he met with in the original Capitulation. 
Yet Surmiſes there were, as if ſomewhat of Indifference had 
appeared in his Conduct in this Point, which if true, muſt 
have been prejudicial to the common Caufe. We are not, 
however, obliged to credit any ſuch Story, without the lighteſt 
Degree of Evi more eſpecially when it is remembered, that 
his S2->dimian Majeſty deſired to have a military Miniſter con- 
ſtantly reſident in his Court during the War on the Part of the 
Crown of Great Britain, who might aſſiſt in Councils, and fe 
the Corps that were employed every Campaign, that it might 
appear he fulfilled in every Reſpect the Terms ſtipulated on 
his Part by the Treaty of Subſidy; which Punctuality his 
jeſty conſidered as the moſt efficacious Means for preſervi 
Friendſhip of Great Britain, even when the W 
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be at an End; and in this there is no doubt but he will find 
* n carrĩed Aix la Chapelle, for 

iati ied on at Aix the de- 

finitive T of Peace, his Majeſty the Chevalier 
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of Beurbon. By the ſeventh Article he made 
ion of that Part of the Duchy of Placentia, which had 
im by the Empreſs Queen, by the Treaty 


5 


been yielded to him b 


him in Conſequence of the I of Worms, 
nized and ſecured, and he likewiſe obtained the 
rantee eftabliſhed by that Treaty for thoſe Provinces, as well 
as for all the reſt of his Dominions wherever fituated, or in 
what manner ſoever acquired. 


We well now take a ſhort Survey 
Monarch, as they ſtand ſince the Concluſion of the Peace, 
diſtinguiſhing the modera Acquifitions from the hereditary 
Eftates deſcended from his Anceſtors. The Iſland of Sardinia 
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js, next to Sicihy, the largeſt in the Mediterranean ; it is about 
forty-five Leagues in length, and twenty in breadth, has ſe- 
veral good Ports and large Towns, very populous for its Size, 
though the Air is reputed not very to Strangers. 
It produces a coarſe ſtrong Wine, and a conſiderable Quan- 
tity of Oil, but the Staple Commodity is Corn, of which in a 

plentiful Year there has been to the Value of two 
hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling. The People are rough and 
unpoliſhed, live in a kind of barbarous Plenty, which afford- 
ing them much Meat and little Labour, they look upon their 
own Iſland as a Paradiſe, out of which they are drawn with 
great Reluctancy. We have ſhewn that the late King Viclor 
Amadeus was obliged to accept this Iſland inſtead of Sicily ; and as 
it is now managed, it affords a tolerable Revenue, more eſpe- 
cially when the King's Circumſtances permit him to receive 


it in Corn. 


Country; however, the Inhabitants are a 
People, and by their Induſtry ſubſiſt tolerably well. "The Pri 
cipality of Predment is a very large, and the beſt 
very tertile and well-cultivated C 

than Savoy, on Account of the difficult 
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Importance, at it is almoſt the only 
minions on the Continent, which li 
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of his 
but the Additions made to them are very con 
Aentferrat is a Duchy that was formerly annexed 
Mantua, but the Houſe of Savoy had an old Claim to i 
was revived when the laſt Duke of Mantua was put 
Ban of the Empire in 1708, when the preſent King of Sardinia” 
Father obtained the Inveſtiture of it from the Emperor, whi 
was confirmed to him by the Peace of Utrecht. The Diſtricts 
which from time to time have been acquired at the Expence of 
the Duchy of Milan, have augmented very conſiderably both 
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the Power and Revenue of his Sardinian jeſty, and have alſo 
extended his Influence in ſuch a Manner, as to make his Friend- 
ſhip very eſſential to the Safety of all his Neighbours ; fo that he 
is juſtly eſteemed one of the moſt conſiderable Potentates in 
ltaly, excluſive of his Expectancies, which if any of his Fa- 
mily ſnould come to enjoy, would render them one of the moſt 
conſiderable Powers in Europe. | 
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The Commerce of theſe Countries was heretofore fo very 
conſiderable as to be ſcarce worthy of Notice, but by Degrees, 
and under the two laſt Reigns more eſpecially, Things have 
been very much changed. The Staple Commodity of Pizg- 
mont is a kind of Silk indiſpenſably ncceſſary in many Many. 
fafctures, and his Sardinian Majeſty has put this under ſuch 
Regulations as make it riſe to the higheſt Amount poflible. The 
Navigation of the Po enables the Inhabitants of Turin, and the 
adjacent Country, to carry on a conſiderable Trade to FVeniq, 
There is a little (and but a little) Traffick ſtirring at Alexan- 
dria and Villafranca. Beſides all theſe, his Sardinion Majefty 
has gradually and filently poſſeſſed himſelf of all the Paſizges 

which inland Trade is carried on between France and 
aly, and having it by this Mcans in his Power to lay what 
Duties he thinks proper, derives from thence an additiona! Re- 
venue, which is not only of great Conſequence in itſelf, but 
the more ſo by keeping the neighbouring States in a kind of De- 
pendence, through Fear of the Injuries he might otherwiſe do 
the Commerce of their Subjccts. 

This Account, conciſe as it is, ſufficiently demonſtrates the 
Power of his Sardinian Majeſty, and the Truth of what we 
at firſt laid down, that it is both natural and expedient the 
Ballance of 7taly ſhould be held by him. His Intereſts ſeem 
to direct, the Situation of his Country demands, and even 
without the leaſt Suſpicion of Flattery, we may add, the Con- 
duct of the preſent King deſerves it. Whatever Addition of 
Territory he receives from any Quarter, is not more an Ac- 
quiſition to him, than to the common Cauſe ; and we have 
Reaſon to wiſh his Power increaſed, becauſe we ſee the whole 
of his Power has been exerted for the nobleſt Purpoſes, in pre- 
ſerving the Freedom and Independency of Itaſy, which without 
Queſtion will be always at his Hcart, and in his Eye. 

The Doubts and Suſpicions which weak and narrow Minds 
have been, at certain Seaſons, too apt to ſuggeſt with Reſe- 
rence to this great Prince's Conduct, are in Reality as idle and 
improbable, as they are falſe and groundleſs; becauſe it is 
impoſſible that the Houſe of Beuren ſhould ever give him any 
Security for the Performance of the Promiſes they may be in- 
duced to make him. A little Confideration will ſet this in the 
ſtrongeſt Point of Licht. The (ffers they made him have 
been almoſt without Limite, which, at the ſame time that it 
ſhews his Importance, mitt convince him, that unleſs they 
had mighty Views for their own Advantage they would never 
make them. But what are tlieſe Views The eſtabliſhing 2 
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with the laſt Attention. 
It was to avoid this, that in the earlieſt Part of his Reign 
he entered into an Alliance with thoſe very Powers, which 
gave him an Opportunity of knowing their Maxims ſo well, 
while they profelſed themſelves his Friends, that it i 
Abſurdity to ſuppoſe he can ever be 

them, after having had them fo „ and 
his Enemies. It was to prevent his having a 
he engaged in the late War, and run fo many riſq 

Courſe of it. This was manifeſtly the Baſis of 
Vorm, the whole Scope of which was to render hi 
pendent, and to give him the Power 
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confidering the Knowledge we have of his 
Character, ought never to be ſuſpected. The 

granted him by the Queen of Hungary, under 
of his other Allies, is of more Nr 
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ſume time the Power of taking it again, which 
render the Poſſeſſion of that, but of all his other 
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f once irs is of the World 
ſuch a Situation, the Benefits reſulting to the 2 


SECT. 
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Ber. I 


T'e Preſent State of the Dominions of the Houſe 
of AusrTRIA in Italy. 


Male of the eldeſt Branch of the Houſe of Auſtria, was to divide 
his Territories in ſuch a manner between the remaining Part 
of the Houſe of Auſlria, and the Deſcendents of the Dauphin 


of France, as might the T ility of Europe at 
that Time, and a lance Cen; It 
was to anſwer this End, that by the Treaties and 
Baden, all the Spaniſh Dominions in Jtaly were ſecured to the 
Emperor Charles VI. and the Quadruple the 
Negotiations founded thereon, were built Prin- 
By this Means his Imperial poſſeſſed of the 
Kingdom of Naples and Sicily, of Milan, and all 
its Dependencies, together with the Duchy of Mantua, which 
was ſeized upon the Duke Charles IV ing to France 
in the preceding War, and dying in Exile at Venice. The 
Duchies of Parma and Placentia were yi him by the 
Treaty of Vienna, as __ and Si 
though in the Opinion of the of Vienna, but a poor one. 


| 


The noble Duchy of Milan, which has 
eſteemed one of the Principalities * E 

hundred and forty Miles in Length, ei in 
1 N it, 
into thirteen Diſtricts, via. The Milancſe Proper. The Pa- 
veſe. The Ladeſan. The Cremoneſe. 
County of Anghtera. 
The Figevanais. The Lomeline. 
toneſe. And the Territory of Babbio. 
been ceded to the King of Sardinia, ſome 
peror Charles VI. and others by the Empreſs 
reigning, as we have already ſhewn in another Place ; 
notwithſtanding this, what remains to the Houſe of 
5 of the faireſt and fineſt Countries 
in her Poſſeſſion. 
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Defeft. That Circumſtance is this; all the Potentates hot 
Intereſts were regulated by that Treaty, are equally diffativfied 


and diftrefſed, which will probably have this onſequence 
that they will concur in making fuch — Tots their mutual 
Convenience, as may procure a definitive Eftabliſhment of their 
reſpective Territories for the reciprocal Benefits of the ſeveral 
Parties. Something of this fort has been long in Agitation; and 
when by ſecret and filent Negotiations, the principal Points are 
ſettled, it is thought that a Congreſs will be held at Pi/a for ad. 
juſting leſſer Matters, and putting all Things into form. When 
this is over, and not till then, we ſhall have a clear and diſtinct 
View of the Diſtribution of Power in this Part of the Word, 
and therefore what has been already faid, and what we bare 
farther to fay, muſt remain ſubject to the Conſequences that may 
c which ſhall be then 
In the mean time it is certaſhly the Intereſt of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, with reſpect to her Dominions in /taly, to preſerve 
a ſtrict Friendſhip with the King of Sardinia, and a fair and 
2 towards all her 3 This would have 
at imes exceedi and advantageous, but at 
> is infihentiidy necies. For though it may ſeem a 
to maintain, yet in Time it will be found a polit 
Truth, that rr 
augmenting the In e of the Houſe of Auſtria. moderate, 
firm, and juſt Conduct, will not only excite Veneration and 
Attachment, fince now all jealous Apprehenſions are 
and the Protection of that Power may be fought without 
any Fears that this may give Occaſion to dangerous In- 
croachments. | 
Whenever this ſhall be brought about, it will promote a 
ſincere and an extenſive Union, founded upon a mutual Re- 
ſpe, and a Concurrence of natural Intereſts, which will at 
ford a much higher and more effectual Security than any 
diſtant Guarantees. It may poſfibly be ſuggeſted, that this 
being the Conjecture only of a private Perſon, cannot de- 
ſerve much Regard. But if this Conjecture be founded in 
the Nature of Things, and ariſes from a ſerious Contem- 
ion of Facts that cannot be denied, it may be juſtified 
Conſequences let it be whoſe Conjecture it will. For after 
all, it will be found that private +peculatifſts in Foliticks have 
ſecn as far into future Events as more elevated Politicians ; 


for being neither blinded by their Paſſions, nor miſled by falſe 
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Lights, derive as many Advantages from thence as great 
322 from their private Intelligence; ſince Negotiations 
— Intri howſoever ſo well contrived, or how ſecretly 
fr a . Ends propoſed by them, but 
are 2 by Circumſtances neglected or overlooked by 
their Authors ; and yet obvious enough to thoſe who content 
themſelves with ſtudying things, inſtead of liſtening to the 
Projects of Men. 
here was great Reaſon to hope, and the Publication of this 
Edition was for ſome time deferred, on Account of that Hope, 
that by a Convention lately concluded, as it is ſaid, between the 
Courts of / jenna, Madrid and Turin, all Diſputes were ſettled 
from the Principles above ſuggeſted ; but — this 
is ſtill affirmed and general! b. — yet as no ſuch Convention 
has appeared, it is impoiſible to ſtate the Terms or to give any 
Opinion about it. 


SECT. 0 


A cenciſe Account of the Grand Duchy of Tuſcany ; 
the Manner in which it is paſſeſſed by bis projent 
Imperial Majeſty ; the Advantages derived from 
thence to the Auſtrian Dominions ; and the Rea- 
jons which farticularly intereſt the Maritime 
Pouers in the Preſervation of it in the ſame Con- 
dition in which it at preſent ſubſiſts. 


HE Grand Duchy of Tuſcany is compoſed of the Ter- 
ritories that nds belonged to three ſmall but gon 
Republicks, viz. thoſe of Florence, Sienna and Piſa. was 
about the middle of the fifteenth Century that Coſmo de Medicis, 
who had the glorious Sirname of the Father of his Country, 
aſſumed the ſupreme Power. Alexander de Medicis, his Deſcen- 
dent, was made Duke of Florence, by the Emperor Charles V. 
in 1531. He was ſucceeded by his Couſin Se, who had 
the Title of Grand Duke beſtowed upon him by Pope Pius V. 
in order to raiſe him to a Rank ſuperior to the Princes of Ntaly, 
tough he had the Stile only of - Highneſs, whereas that 
of Roval Highneſs was given to the Duke of Savoy. About the 
Buzivring of the preſent Century the Grand ns Cs the 
Third, finding the Title of Royal Highneſs given by the Em- 
peror Leopold to the Duke of Lorrain. applied himſelf likewiſe to 
his Imperial Majeſty in order to obtain the fame Favour, which 


Was accordingly granted. 
This 
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Lime Places they lie almoſt waſte for want of In 
has been owing chiefly to the Jealouſy of thei 
Humour is now pretty well wore 
hope that theſe Countries may recover, at 

e, tho' not to their ancient Splendor i 
Piſa and Sienna were Republicks, and either of 
of making Head againſt Flerence. This ſhews t 
fects of Government, and that Places may derive 
almoſt as great Bleſſings as from Nature. 

But the great Glory of Taſcany, and the true 
Power and Wealth, at leaſt in modern Times, 
famous Port of Leghorn, or, as the [talians call it, 
tained in Exchange for Sarzana from the Genoeſe. The 
about it was formerly a vile Morafs, or rather i 
noxious Steams cf which rendered the Air unw 
by the Skill and Pains of an Enghſbman, Sir Robert Dudley, 
to Queen Elzabeth's potent Favourite the Earl of Leiceſter, 
himſelf created Duke of Northumberland by the Emperor 
Soil was rendered habitable, the Air much lefs un 
the Port improved fo as to become the beſt in tac. 

By his Advice alſo it was made a free Port, that is, the Du- 
ties inwards are very eaſy, and upon ion there are no 
Duties at all. This has rendered it for about a 
great Magazine of the Levant Trade, and drawn thither Mer- 
chants from all Parts, more eſpecially Fews and Armenians, of 
whom many reſide there, and have great Privileges allowed 
But ator of, the med Five of os Crmmmes with and is Car- 
ried on by the Subjects of the Maritime Powers, who for that 
Reaſon have their ſuls reſident there, and intereſt themſelves 
upon all Occaſions in its Favour. 

On this Account Care bas been taken to ſtipulate in all the 
Treaties fince the Quadruple Alliance, that the Port of Leghorn 
ſhould remain in its preſent Situation, in whole Hands ſoever it 
was left ; which however to ſome may appear almoſt a needleſs 
Precaution, fince it is of ſuch very high Importance to the So- 
vereign of Tuſcany that it ſhould fo remain. It is in Truth the great 
Wheel which gives Motion to the Trade of that Country, and 
_ attracts thither the richeſt Commodities and the moſt valuable 
Manufactures of Italy, from whence vaſt Advantages ariſe, not 
only to the Subjects of the Grand Duke, but alſo to the Prince 
himſelf; whence one would be tempted to ſuppoſe, that Reſpect 
to his own Intereſts might ſuperſede the Neceſſity of any ſuch 
Interpoſition. 


( 412 ] 
Beſides, the Friendſhip of the Maritime Powers is a thing of 
great to whatever Prince is in Poſſeſſion of 1 
cany, that the bare Conſideration of that ſeems to be a Motive 
more than ſufficient to ſecure all the Immunities granted to the 
Port of Leghorn from the ſmalleſt Violation. However, in Mat- 
ters of ſo tender a Nature nothing ought to be neglected, and 
therefore we have the greater Reaſon to perſuade ourſelves, that 
a thing fo perfectly agreeable to the Intereſts of all Parties will 
never become the Subject of any kind of Diſpute. 

John Gaſton de Medicis, Grand Duke of Tuſcany, having had 
the Mortifcation to fee his Territories diſpoled of in his Like 
time to Strangers, notwithitanding all the Oppoſition he could 
puny give to that Meaſure, left this World July q, 1737, and 

is Royal Hi the Duke of Lorrain ſucceeded him without 
the leaſt Diſpute, in Conſequence of the fourth Article of the 
Preliminaries d at Fienna in 1735. Throughout the whole 
Courſe of the Eſt War, the Grand Duchy ee was con- 
ſidered as a neutral Country, as indeed it ought ; for his Imperi 

jeſty holding it in Exchange, and under the ſame Rules of 

with thoſe of his hereditary Countries of Lorrain ard 
Barr, there could be no Pretence formed to his Prejudice, or 
that 1 much as afford any Colour for diſturbing or diſtreſ- 
his Subjects. 
is to be hoped that this Precedent will be exactly followed, 
in caſe any future Diſturbances ſhould break out in this Country, 
and it is very eaſy to perceive what real Advantages are derived 
from ſo valuable a Privilege, more eſpecially when it reſpects a 
Country which ſubſiſts in a great meaſure by Trade, and which 
in conſequence of this Privilege muſt always prove, as it did in 
the laſt War, the Afylum of ſuch as have no other Deſire than 
to live by the Fruits of their own Induſtry, 

It is now time to ſpeak of the Revenue and Forces of this 
Principality. The Grand Dukes of Tuſcany were always re- 
markable their prudent CEconomy, which rendered them 
without Compariſon the richeſt Princes in [taly; they were 
great Patrons of Induſtry and Arts, very attentive to what might 
promote the Weltare of their Subjects, and omitted nothing 
that might engage Strangers of Merit to ſettle them. 
Yet the Politicians. of Italy had always a Notion, that 
in all other Reſpects theſe Princes made very 
they were nevertheleſs apt to ſhear their Flock a little too cloſe. 
However that Matter may be, it was never thought an extrava- 
gant Computation when the Revenues of this Grand 
were eſtimated at beween three and four Millions of Crowns 


yexly, 


ſo 


i 
| 
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yearly, one half of which, at leaſt in Times of Peace, remained 
lafe in the Coffers of the Grand Duke, or if it found its Way 
out, was employed in Trade, or lent to his Subjects at a good 
Intereſt. Whether the Savings are alt as great now as in 
former Times, may poſſibly admit of ſome but there is 
none with Regard to the Income, which is as great as ever. 

The Grand Duke had alſo commonly thirty thouſand Men 
in Pay, or rather intolled; but as they were ſeldom called to 
Service, fume have ſuſpected that inſtead of coſting him any 
thing, his Troops might poſſibly contribute to ho hand of 
2 In the Situation that Things are now, there is 
a ſmall regular Force, and but a very ſmall one, maintained by 
the Grand Duke, but the Militia either are, or might be, put 
upon the ſame foot as in former Times. The Princes of the 
Houſe of Medicis had likewiſe a conſiderable maritime Force, 

which is meant a conſiderable Force in reſpect to their 
eighbours, which tho' in itſelf no Matter, yet the Grand 
Duke's Squadron of Gallies, in Conjunction with thoſe of 
Naples, and the Pope, kept the Sea clear of Privateers, and the 
Inhabitants of the Coaſt without Apprehenſion of being inſult · 
n - In a word, the Grand Dukes 
of Tuſcany, through their Wealth and their Power, under the 


wards fuch of their Neighbours as were 
be in Danger of Oppreſſion. This therefore, as far as it is 
practicable, t to be the Policy of modern Times. 

Before the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, the Communication 


between Tuſcany and the Dominions of the Houſe of Auftria 
in /taly, was open and eaſy, but as Things now ſtand, it is 
ite otherwiſe ; for all the Dominions of Duke of 
arma, as well as Part of thoſe of the adena, lie 
between the Grand Duchy and that of Milan ; Duch 
of Modena, and the Dominions of the Church, interpoſe them- 
ſelves between Tuſcany and the Duchy of Mantua. This will 
explain to the Reader the true Reaſon of the Pains that is 
taken to make a large and convenient Road from the Frontiers 


of Tuſcany to Bologna, which would indeed facilitate a 
munication with Mantua, but then it muſt be comes 
Dominions of other Princes. This is a great and viſi 

convenience, and fo much the more mortifying, as there 


to be no Poſſibility of finding a Remedy, becauſe it is not 


; 


the 


5 


] 
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I ill render all Correſpondence precari. 
ous, if not impracticable, and without doubt is a Matter which 
deſerves Conſidei ation. 

But however troubleſome and inconvenient this Change may 
be for the preſent, yet aſſuredly neither the Grand Duchy of 
Tuſcany, nor the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, are in 
in minent from it, or the Ballance ot Jtaly much 
thereby. Grand Duchy, as we have al 


ſhewn, belongs to the Emperor by ſuch n 


they may de 

i ty. Beſides, if 
ances, Tuſcany ſhould be attacked on 
King of the Two Sicilies, and the In 
any of their Succeſſors, a powerful Diverſion might be 
from the Auſtrian Dominions, and a new i 
As to the Ballance in 
our to ſuſpect that it ſhould ſuffer at all 
of that ever did, and ever wi 
ſeveral Governments that ſubſiſt there, attendi 
zQive and ſeveral Intereſts, without i 
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neighbouring Powers. Such Meaſures cannot fail of procuri 


the deſired Effects; that is, cannot fail of making the Gran 


Duchy rich and flouriſhing, which is the only Means to ſecure 
its Sovereign a great Revenue, while his Subjects enjoy the 


greateſt of temporal Bleſlings, Plenty and Peace. 


er. IF, 


A brief Account of the Family, Dominions, and pa- 
litical Inter ejts, of bis Serene Highneſs the Duke 
of Modena. 


SE Houſe of Ef is not only allowed by the beſt Hiſto- 
rians to be without Controverſy one of the moſt ancient 
and illuftrious in Italy, but alſo in Europe. This Family de- 
rives its Deſcent from Axon, Lord of Efte, which is a ſmall but 
Town in Lombardy, not far from Padua, who flouriſh- 
ed in the tenth Century. His Deſcendents became very conſi- 
derable Princes, and ſo continued down to Alphonſe I. who was 
Duke of Ferrara, Modena, and Reggio. This Prince had three 
Wives, the firſt Anne Daughter to the Duke of Milan, by 
whom he had no Iflue: The ſecond, Lucretia, natural 
Daughter to Pope Alexander VI. by whom he had Iflue three 
Sons ; Hercules, who ſucceeded him in his Dominions ; Hypo- 
fits, Cardinal of Efte, the greateſt Prelate of his Age; for he 
was Archbiſhop of Milan, Auch, Arles, and Lyons, Biſhop of 
Autun, Abbot of Flavigni, &c. and Francis Marquis de l 
Moſſe : His third Wife was Lowe HE the Daughter of 
a Citizen of Modena, by whom he Alphonſo de Efte, Vlar- 
quis de Mortechio. 

Hercules II. fucceeded his Father, and married the 
of the French King, Lewis XII. by whom he had 
and Lewis, ftiled Cardinal of Ferrara. Alphonſo II. ſucceeded 
his Father, and having no * _ to the 1 his 
Dominions, Cæſar de Efe, Son to o de Efle, is 
of Montechio, wry died 1 the Year —_— — Wu. 
reſolved to lay hold of this Opportunity of uniting the Duchy 
of Ferrara to the Dominions of the Church; and accordingly, 
under Pretence that Alphonſo de Efe was illegitimate, he 
marched in Perſon with an Army into the Territory of Fer- 
rara, and by Force of Arms drove out the new Duke. This 
 Tranfaftion muſt be entirely attributed to Ambition, * 
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ed by Violence, fince the Pope had no Colour of Right: For; 
nſo de Eſie was no Baſtard, his Mother, tho' much 
inferior in Degree, being lawfully married to the Duke his 

iti the 


z 
8 


ſanctified, if not introduced, by Authority of the Holy See. It 
is therefore not without Reaſon, that the Dukes of al» 
ways infiſt on their Right to the Duchy of Ferrara. | 
Ceſar de Efte, however, tho' he loſt the Duchy of Ferrara, 
received the Inveſtiture of Modena and Reggio ＋ Ju 
Rodolph II. He married Virginia, D—_ rand 
Duke of Florence ; and having reigned thirty Years, deceaſed in 
1628. He was ſucceeded by his Son HI. who had 
married in his Father's Life-time the Princeſs 


was thrice married; firſt to the Dau 
by whom he had his Succeſſor 
ſecondly, to her Siſter, by whom he had an only Daughter, who 
died an Infant; and laſtly, to the Daughter of the Prince of 
Paleftrina, by whom he had a Son Rinalde, honoured with a 
Cardinal's Cap from Rome in 1686. 

Alphonſo, by ſome reckoned the ſecond, by others the fourth, 
ſucceeded his Father in the Year 1658. He married Laura Mar- 
tinozzi, Niece to Cardinal Mazarin, by whom he had a | 
Mary Beatrix Eleanora, who eſpouſed James the ſecond, King of 
Great Britain; and Francis, who ſucceeded him in his Domini- 
_—_ while a Child in his Cradle in __ Tit igen in 
1092 the Daughter of the Duke of Parma, ing without 
Iſſue in 1 his Uncle the Cardinal of Efe Kid has his Pur- 
ple, and aſſumed the Title of Duke of Madena and Reggio. 

Rinaldo de Efte attached himſelf from the Beginni 
Reign to the Houſe of ia, and remained firm to 
gagements fo long as he lived. He eſpouſed in 169 
Felicia, Daughter to the Duke of Hanover and Siſter 
preſs, which very probably fortified his Zeal to the Imperial Fa- 
mily, which diſcovered itſelf at a Time when it was far from 
turning to his Advantage, that is, upon the breaking out of 
War occaſioned by the diſputed Succeſſion to the Throne of 
Spain; which induced Lewis XIV. towards the Cloſe of the 
Year 1703 to diſpoſſeſ, him of all his Dominions, and to unite 
them to the Crown of France. * Duke of Madena had . 

E me 


Time before retired to Bologna, and went from thence to Ram 
in order to ſollicit the Pope's Interpoſition with the Eldeſt Son 
of the Church in favour of a Prince, whoſe Crime was of no 
deeper Dye than acknowledging the Archduke Charles for King 
of Spain; but except ſpecious and deluſive Promiſes, his Ser 
Highnes reaped nothi __ this Journey. 
moſt Chriſtian however perceiving, that Av * 
Duke of Madena could — his Dominions, 
ner in which he had treated him was univerſally 52 to the 
Italian Princes, and did him much more Hurt than the Poſſeſſion 
of Modena and its Dependencies could do him Good, thought 
—— to renounce all Title to his new Conqueſt, declaring i it to 
to his Grandſon the King of Spain, and uniting it to the 
Duchy of Milan. In this Sitio it continued till Prince 
Eugene with the Imperial Army entered /taly in 1706, when in 
the Night between the 19th and 20th of November the City of 
Modena was taken Storm, or rather by Surprize, and the great- 
eſt part of the Fr 
of that Garriſon retired into the Citadel, which they not only 
threatened to hold out to the laſt Extremity, but even pretended 
to bombard the Town and reduce it to Aſhes, which his Screne 


Highnefs Prince Eugene prevented by acquainting the Governor, 
that if he in his dare Deſign, he would ink 
cauſe him and every Man under his to be 
upon the Walls. ve a new Turn to Things ; for Mon- 
eur de Bar, the As Gn. Ho informed that the 
Duke of Modena was returned from Bologna to his Capital, ſent 
„importing, that he deſired to have the 
vering up the Citadel into his Hands, as to its 
awful Maſter ; which ion was immediately accepted, 
and the Duke entered a in into the Poſſeſſion of his Countries, 
which had been miſerably harraſſed and exhauſted by his Ene- 
mies, who treated his Subjects with inexcufable Severity out of 


Hatred to their Sovereign. 
His Serene Highneſs, in 1708, had ſome Hopes g1 -U 
that after 2 ſo m be a 


the War he might at len 
Gainer by it, fince his ach by the Wa the Emperor 
with the Pope ſeized the County 


| which the Ditke of AMadens had the ame Right as to the Fore 

refs me 288 nerally thought that he would have reſtored 
and County, as he might very eaſily have done, to 

=; t ner. Bus his Imperial Majeſty having wen 

oint with the Pope by a Tr oned aeg 15, 17 

he D of . Hart : Se end 

nals, who to be ſure were moſt equal Judges derween the Pop 


ing out 


Garriſon cut to pieces. The ſmall Remains 


and Calle of Cann to. 
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and any Prince whatever ; but in the mean time the E 
kept Comachio in his own Hands by way of Sequeitration. In this 
Situation Things remained, very little to the Satisfaction either 
of the Pope or of the Duke, till by a Treaty between Benedict 
XIIL. and the Emperor Charles VI. dated at November 24, 
1724, Camachio was reſtored to his Holineſs, but with an expreſs 
Reſervation of the Rights of the Empire and of the Duke of 
AMadena that Fief, and a Proviſo that this Reſtitution ſhould 
have no ion whatever in favour of the Pope's Title. 
But if his Serene Highneſs of Modena failed in his reaſonable 
ion of being once more put into Poſſeſſion of the Patri- 
mony of his Anceſtors, he had however the Satisfaction of re- 
ceiving a noble Equivalent for the Loſſes he had ſuſtained by his 
Fidelity to the Houſe of Auſtria. For the French King having 
iven the Example of transferring the Dominions of one Italian 
ince to another, his Imperial Majeſty made no Difficulty of 
granting to the then hereditary Prince, and now reigning 
of Modena, the Inveſtiture of the Duchies of Mirandala and 
Concordia, their Sovereign of the Houſe of Pio having 
fit, a little imprudently, to declare himſelf very early in favour of 
the two Crowns, which by thoſe valuable Duchies were united 
— © IT ard have continued Part of them 
The Tranquility of Europe being in ſome meaſure reſtored by 
the Treaties of Utrecht and Baden, his Serene Highneſs thought 
fit to provide for the Succeſſion to his Dominions, by marrying 
the Hereditary Prince in the Month of June 1720, to Charlotte 
Aglae d Orleans, Daughter to the Duke Regent of France. This 
Marriage ſoon after it was celebrated, became, from Cauſes the 
World has never been aquainted with, the Source of ſome 
Family Diſcontents, upon which the Hereditary Prince and 
Princeſs quitted the Court of Modena, and endeavoured to mi- 
tigate the Senſe of this Diſaſter by Travelling. The old Duke 
in the mean time remained firm to his original Syſtem, and in 
the War which broke out upon the Death of the King of Po- 
land, adhered ſteadily to the Intereſts of the Houſe of 4ufria, 
which coſt him as much Trouble and ill Ufage in the very De- 
cline of Life, as he had experienced in the Flower of his Age. 
He had however the Satisfaction of ſurviving his Misfortunes, 
and of returning from Bologna (which he had again choſen for 
his Retreat) to his Capital of Modena. His Imperial Majeſty 
Charles VI. in Gratitude to the Virtues of this great and good 
Prince, made him a Preſent of a moſt noble Lordſhip in Hun- 
102 and entailed it upon his Family. After paſſing · through 
h a Variety of Fortunes without the leaſt Diminution of 
Ee 2 Character, 
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Character. this venerable Duke the World in Peace in 
his own Palace Oclaber 26, 1737, aged cighty-three. 

Francis Maria de & ſte ſuccreded his Father in his Dominions, 
but having married a Princeſs of the Blood of France, by whom 
he has a numerous Iſſue, he entered into Engagements with the 
Crowns of France and Spain, tho' with great Secrecy, before 
the breaking out of the laſt War, raiſed Forces, and fortified all 
in his Dominions. His Sardinian Majeſty, 
however, taking Adv of the Difficulties the Duke of 
Montemar who commanded the /þ Forces in Naples was 
under, entered the Dominions of his Serene Highneſs with a 

upon his withdrawing to the Spaniſh Army, 
ized and reduced them, having firſt difarmed his Forces. Aſter 
is, all the Territories of this Prince in Italy were adminiſter d 
the Authority and for the joint Benefit of the Empreſs Queen 

the King of Sardinia. Ihe former likewiſe confiſcated and 
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is one of the chief. This is fo much the more probable, as there 
is no Prince in /taly to whom the Friendſhip of the Emperor 
and the Houſe of, Au/tria is of fo great Conſequence as to the 
Duke of Modena. The Truth of this will manifeſtly appear 
from the following Deſcription of his Territories. 

The Dominions of his Serene Highneſs the Duke of Madena 
are compoſed, as the Reader has already ſeen, of various Terri- 
tories acquired at different Times, and held by different Titles. 
If we compare the preſent State of the Houſe of Efe with its 
original Condition, it will ſeem to be greatly improved; but if 
we reflect upon the Condition of this Family when the Duchy 
of Ferrara, and the County of Comachio, as well as the Duchies 
of Mcdenu and Reggio, were in its Poſſeſſion, we ſhall find it far 
ſhort now of what it was. However the preſent Duke of Modena 
is a much more conſiderable Prince than his Grandfather, whe- 
ther we conſider the Extent of his Dominions, or the Amount 
of his Revenues ; neither is it at all impoii' de, in caſe of any 
future Alterations in the Diſtribution of Power in Ita, this Prince 

or 
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ar his Succeſſors may be Gainers, as well as his Predeceſſors 
were in Times 

The Duchy of Medena, properly ſo called, comprehends one 
of the faireſt and moſt fruitful Countries in /taly, abounding 
with Corn, Wine, Oil and Fruits, very <= and inha- 
bited by an ingenious and induſtrious People. The ſmall 
County of Frignano bordering on the Bologneſe, is annexed to 
it on one Side, and Part of the of Car ſugnano on the 
other, the reſt belonging to the Republick of Lacca. It is 
—ä—ä KH ton being deſpicable for all that, fince 
in theſe Mountains there are Mines of Value, and the In- 
habitants are a Race of People robuſt, „and brave, as any 
in Italy. The Duchy of Reggio lies Weſt that of Modena, 
and is by ſome accounted the more conſiderable Duchy of the 
two, and indeed ſo it is, if we conſider its Dependencies, ſuch 
as the Principalities of Correggis and Carpi, the former heretofore 

by the Princes of the fame Name, and the latter belong- 
ing to the Family of Pia. In the North-weſt Corner of this 
Duchy, ſtands Bercello upon the Po, formerly a Place of great 
Strength, yielded by the late Duke of Modena in 1701 to the 
Imperialiſts, to facilitate their military Operations in Ita, and 
for that Reaſon, beſieged, taken, and entirely demoliſhed by 
the French in 1705, nor has it been ever ſince reſtored to its 
ancient Condition. 

The Duchy of Mirandala, including that of Concordia, is 
about twenty Miles in Length, and five in Breadth ; it is a very 
beautiful and a very plentiful Territorry, full of Villages, and the 
Country round about them thoroughly cultivated. Mirundala 
is ſtrong by Situation, and has been formerly well fortified. The 
City of Concordia ſtands on the Secchia, at the Diſtance of fix 
Milcs from Mirandola, between which Cities there is a fine 
Canal called the Navilio, which facilitates the Commerce of both. 
Theſe Duchics were very great Acquiſitions to the Family of 
Eſte, fince their Revenues are moderately computed at one hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns a Year. Having ſpoken of theſe Countries 
ſeparately, we will conſider them next as they lie together, and 
make the Patrimony of this Prince, now ſettled and confirmed, 
as well as guaranteed, by the greateſt European Powers. 

The whole Eſtates ot the Duke of Madena have the Duchies 
of Mantua and Guaſtalla on the North; the Grand Duchy of 
Tuſcany on the South, together with the Territories cf the Re- 
publick of Lucca; the Bolagneſe and the Duchy of Ferrara on 
the Eaſt ; and the Duchy of 8 on the Weſt. The 2 
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of theſe Countries from South to North, is about fifty-fix Englih 
Miles, and they are about fifty Miles in Breadth from Weſt to 
Eaſt. The Duke of Modena, in time of Peace, enjoys a Revenue 
of about one hundred thoufand Pounds a Year at leaft, with 
which he maintains a very ſplendid Court, and when his Cir. 
cumſtances render it requiſite, can keep up a Body of eight 
thouſand regular Troops. The greateſt Inconveniency in the 
Situation of his ountry is, that it has no Communication with 
the Sea, which might be eafily removed, if he could recover 
either by Treaty or Force the Duchy of Ferrara, which lies 
upon the Gulph of Venice. 

It is o be obſerved, that the Weſtern Part of the Duchy of 
Reggio, intervenes intirely between the Duchy of Parma and 
that ot Gua/talla, fo that they can have no Communication but 

the River Po; as this is very inconvenient for the Infant 

it has been ſurmiſed that he would reſtore to the 

Queen a Part of the Duchy of Guaftalla, in order to engage her 
to grant the Duke of Modena an Equivalent for this Part of his 
C ; and if this Negotiation is ever brought to bear, that 
Equivalent will be eafily found, fince the Country of Nerel- 
lara, which is likewiſe a Part of the Mantuan, lies in the mid 
of the Eſtates of the Duke of Modena, and would be very 
convenient for him, On the other hand, there has been a 
Rumour as if his Serene _ ing 
for it the Countries that he in Hungary, which to hi 
no doubt would be very acceptable, but will hardly appear in 
the fame Light to the Houſe of Auſtria. Upon the whole, it 
is plainly the Intereſt of his Serene Highneſs (if he to 
continue an Italian Prince) to reſume his Father's Syſtem, and 
to attach himſelf cloſely to that Family, which will be al- 
ways able to protect him, and from which alone he can ex- 
pect any Aſſiſtance, in reference to the old Claims . 
which if they could be brought to bear, would alter his 
tion very much. 

Since our former Edition, the Proſpect with reſpect to this 
ducal Houſe is much altered by the Death of the Cadet Prince of 
Ejte. The preſent Duke is old, and the Ducheſs alſo, who 
reſides in France. The Hereditary Prince, upon whom the 
Continuance of this illuſtrious Family depends, is not on the 
beſt Terms with the Princeſs of Maſſa-Carrara, by whom as yet 
he has only a Daughter. So that conſidering the Nature of 
Fiefs in /taly, the Fate of fo conſiderable a Succeſſion may ex- 
cite much political Confuſion, 
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The Power of the Pope confidered as the Head of all 
Chriſtians who bold Communion with Rome; hit 
Grandeur as a Temporal Prince; the Maxims of 
bis Government ; the general Intereſt of the See 
of Rome with regard to the Princes and States 

of Chriftendom, and particular Intereſts, in re- 

ference to the Princes and States in Italy; in- 
cluding alſo an Account of all the Temporal 

Daminians of the Pope, their S:tuation, Extent, 

Revenues, &c. 


* Deſign of this Work makes ĩt — 
examine the Nature of the Papal Power, 


Room than we have to ſpare, and lead us at the ſame time 
beſide our Purpoſe, to treat this Matter in its full Extent, and 
to enter into an s Deduction of the Means by which the 
Spiritual Authority of the Popes was gradually raiſed to ſuch a 

as that with which it was exerciſed in the Times im- 
mediately preceding the Reformation ; neither is it at all neceſ- 
fary that we ſhould enter into any expreſs Detail of the Means 
which the Popes have acquired the ſeveral Parts of their 

emporal Dominions. What we chicfly aim at, may be ac- 
compliſhed by a ſuccin&t View of the Nature, Prerogatives, 
and Influence of this Spiritual Monarchy, fo far as it 
the Chriſtian Powers, and a ſhort Deſcription of thoſe Ter- 
ritories, from the Poſſeſſion of which the Pope is conſider- 
ed as a Temporal Prince, and as one of the moſt conſider- 
able Potentates in Italy, which will be found highly uſeful 


towards obtaining a thorough Comprehenſion of the eſts 


pe 
If we conſider that the Popes riſe to that Dignity from very 
inferior Stations, were heretofore frequently, IX ſtill ſome- 
times of mean Families, without 7 Support from Kindred 
or Relations, . their Revenues —_— 
24 
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j of other Princes, and this in Virtue of their claiming 
in their Allegiance, exerciſing an Authority grounded 
Opinion, and ntly aſſuming a Superiority over 
whom they have not only been themſelves in Obe. 
but have alſo rendered them domeſtick Offices in the 
of Servants: When, | fay, we conſider all this, with a 
other Particulars, that every intelligent Reader's 
will furniſh, we cannot help wondering that this 
Empire has ſtood fo long, grown up to fo great 
continues yet to enjoy a green old Age, that 
t ſeem to betray any Symptoms of a ſpeedy Diſſo- 


this Spiritual Monarchy, like ſome of the leaning Towers that 
have made ſo much Noiſe in /taly, tho' it ſeems to carry evident 
Marks of Weakneſs, is in fact a Structure very ſtrong in itſelf, 


with the Title of Helineſs, having the Recommendation of a long 
Preſcription, cannot but excite an high Veneration in the Minds 
of ſuch as believe it. The Papal Character being given with 
the Ceremony by thoſe who are preſumed to be the beſt 
Judges of Religion and religious Intereſts, ſeems in the Opinion 
of the Multitude to alter the very Nature of him who is adorned 
therewith, and to transform him from a Man of like Paſſions 
with themſelves, into a Sacred Perſon. It is true, that in 
Proteſtant Countries, as nothing of this is believed, fo it is 
very hard to be underſtood. Yet the Fact is beyond Diſ- 
Pute, and whatever wiſer Perſons in Popiſh Kingdoms may 
conceive, the Bulk of the People have the higheſt Reverence 
for the Holy Father. | 

The cloſe Connection between the Clergy in all Popiſh 
Countries and the Court of Rome, joined to the occaſional Be- 
nefits that Monarchs themſelves may receive by Bulls from the 
Holy See, makes them unwilling to interpoſe, or break off that 
Commerce which their Subjects have with Rome, that upon 
certain Occaſions they made derive Favours from thence, which 
may eaſily procure what otherwiſe might with Difficulty be 
forced by their own Authority. The Subjection of the Clergy 
to à foreign Head makes them ſcmetimes more tractable to 
their natural Sovereigns than they otherwiſe would be, ſince 


* * N . : 


by 


ſuch 
Diſputes they think an implicit Submiſhon the | of the 
Cletgy. We may add to this another Reaſon, which is, that 
the Poi rrinces cheriſh the Spiritual Power of the Pope, as 
the Means of preſcrving Unity in Religion, and thereby pre- 
venting religious Diſputes, which very ſeldom diſturb the 
Church, without diſturbing the State alſo. Thus it 2 

that independent of Enthuſiaſm and Superſtition, political Prin- 
ciples have no ſmall Share in promoting that Adherence to the 
See of Rome, which at firſt Sight ſeems fo irrecon-ileable to 
the abſolute Authority of Sovereign Princes, and which not- 


— A. their dextrous Management is often made to 
co-operate therewith. 


As to the interior Strength of the Papal Government, we 
need only reflect that the Advantages of Birth are well ſup- 


plied by the great Parts, and other Qualifications with which 
a Man muſt be neceffarily endow'd, who is promoted to this 
Dignity. His being obliged to Celibacy is another Point of 
great Conſequence, in as much as it prevents the changing this 
elective into an hereditary Sovereignty, which would be en- 
tirely repugnant to the fundamental ims of this Conſtitu- 
tion. We may add to this, the Precautions taken in electing 
commonly a Perſon far advanced in Years, which leaves no 
room for attempting to alter the ſettled Principles of the Go- 
vernment ; and all great Politicians allow, that it is the ſacri- 
ficing theſe to the Intereſts of a Family, or to the private Ad- 
vantage of the reigning Prince, that opens a way to the Ruin 
even of the beſt digeſted S It has been alſo an old Rule 
in the Conclave, never to elect two Popes of the fame Fa- 
mily, Faction, or even of the fame Diſpoſition, in immediate 
Succeſſion, for the ſame Reaſon. It would indeed be endleſs 
to enter into all their Refinements upon theſe capital Points, 
from whence the Character of the Court of Rome, in reſpect 
to Policy, has always ſtood ſo high, as to be thought the beſt 
School for breeding Miniſters in all the Popiſh Monarchies, 
from whence alſo it draws great Advantages. 

We muſt not however imagine from hence, that becauſe the 
fundamental Maxims ot the See of Name have been always the 
fame, the Adminiſtration of the Grcrnme:i has been exactly 
unitorm; ſince conſid: ring the vatt Var at u in Men's Tem- 
pers and Habits in different Ages, tiis muſt appcar a T hing 
| abſolutely impoſſible. Neither ought we to imagine, 9 

on- 
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-two, in Alluſfion to Chriſt's 


aſſume the Title of Emimence, which 
was formerly given to Princes, and thereupon the latter took 
the Title of de The LIN 
the Influence ari the Hopes of this Dignity may 

more extenſive ; rl 
2 hew Stroke of Reman Poli which heightens the Dependence 
upon the Holy See, while frm toll the Papa Aki 


Neg Fo — by 


the Nobility in the Pope's ſpiritual Empire. 

But in all others, fo in this, the Strength of the M 
conſiſts in the Number of its Subjects, and if we take into our 
View the ſecular and regular Clergy in the Church of Rome, the 
wg tb A og ow Ties, and the latter not by 
Vows only, but by their Intereſts, to the Obedience of the 
Holy See, we cannot but entertain a a high Idea of its Power, 
fince long ago it was the Calculation of a certain Sovereign 
Pontiff, that in Furope he had three hundred thouſand Pariſhes, 
and fifty thouſand Convents ſubject to his Juriſdiction. The 
conftant Reſort of all theſe to Rome upon different Occaſions, 
thither annually an 1 2 Treaſure, and tho 
complain of the Expence their 


have been leſs frequent in their Remonſtrances, and choſe rather 


fit down under thoſe kind of Burthens, than expoſe the Value 
8 to all the World, and thereby encourage 


_ OI 


ucement. 


— of 0 lication in this - and when have 
nuied the BY Tins of Les, fork os ws to 
compleat their Studies at the Univerſities meet with the fame 
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Doctrine and Diſcipline, and whatever the Science be to which 
they apply, Veneration for the Pope is a Thing fo frequently 

upon, almoſt im- 


ich is peculiar to this Spiritual Monarchy, that the moſt ef. 
Proviſion is made for a conftant Succeſſion of Perſons 
that Intereſt, which is the Support of them- 
Pretenfions. 


[Ft 
; 


: 


: 


f 


4 
f. 


ter Effect; and while the Courts of Nome 
both will find their Account in the recipr 
other's Power. In Spain and Portugal the Papal 

a much ſtronger Foundation, as appears 
Wand of the Clergy in the former, and the 
the Sovercign of the latter accepted very lately 
the Title of Mot Faithful. In [taly the Influence of 
extends where; and he is fo able to make either hi 
vour or Reſentment felt, that all the Princes and States of hi 


i — 
See conſiſts in ſupporting the BALLANCE of PowER, 
its Influence depends chiefly upon an Equality among the Princes 
of that Communion : and if any of theſe ſhould gain an entire 
Aſcendancy, the See of Rome could not fail of feeling the firſt 
Effects of it. This is not only evident irom ion, but 
from Experience likewiſe. When the Spaniards were in the 
Zenith of their Power, the Pope felt the Weight of it. And 
in much later Times, when Lewis XIV. thought himſelf in a 
Condition to give Law to Europe, his profefling himſelf the 
Eldeft Son of the Church did not reftrain him from treating the 
Holy Father very undutifully ; upon which the wiſeſt Proteſtant 
Politicians did not in the leaſt hefitate at giving the Article for 
ing his Holineſs Satisfaction a place in the Alliance. 
Truth is, that while the Court of Reme continues famous 
for its Policy, for which it is like to continue famous as long as 
It continues at all, we can never ſuſpect its falling from this 
Maxim. For as in Necency it imports the Holy F to ſhew 
an equal Affection for all who profeſs themſelves his Children, 
io it is his Intereſt to be really indifferent; and tho ſome Caſes 
may happen that require a temporzry Suſpenſion of that Ap- 
Pearance, 


| 
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Htaly and elſewhere ; 
{tall be as fuccin&t as the 
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under ſuch Circumſtances. But it is now Time to 
of the Temperal Authority which the Roman Pontiff e 


conſequence of his Domi 
treating of theſe we 


Popes un 
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extremely barren ; the beſt Place now is Pears on the 
the Adriatich, from whence it enjoys ſome Trade, and 
well built. The uifate of Ancona lies alſo 
fame Gulph ; the City from whence it receives its Name 
formerly famous for its Port, now in a very low and 
dition; but Loretto, which ſtands about ten Miles it, is 
famous for its Riches acquired by the worſt fort of Trade. 

The Territory of Citta de Caftelio is ſmall, and derives its 
Name from that Place which ſtands on the River Tiber, and is 
and well built. The Perugians lies next, and abounds 
with excellent Wine and very good Corn. The Capital is Pe- 
ruſa, enriched by its famous Lake well ſtored with excellent 
Fiſh. The Orvietans lies next, fo called from its Capital Orvieto, 
a ſmall but beautiful Country, rich in Corn and Wine, and en- 
joying the beſt Air in the Pope's Dominions. Adjoining to this 
ince lies the Duchy of Caftro, 2 
Dukes of Parma and Placentia, but rejoi 


Coaſt of 


was quieted by 
but it is 


Heap of Ruins : Porte, formerly (as its Name 
ſignifies) a noble Haven, now only of receiving Barks : 
But Civita Vecchia has ſtill a fine Port, and would be a very con- 

Place, if the Unwholeſomeneſs of its Air did not render 


ful if well cultivated, but at preſent it is neither, eſpecially i 

ſome Seaſons of the Year, when that Capital becomes a kind of 
Defart, being alike abandoned by Strangers and its beſt Inhabi- 
rants, for the fake of enjoying a purer Climate. 


The 
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the Family of Fieſque, and at preſent to the King of Sardinia, is 
held in — . from the Pope. Other — he has 
in Poſſeſſion, which are held from other Princes, ſuch as the 
Territory of Bencverto in the Kingdom of Naples, the Archbiſhop 
of which is the fecond Eccleſiaſtical Dignity in that Kingdom; 
and the County of Avignon, in the South of France, in which, 
while they were deprived of Rome, the Popes themſelves reſided, 
who ſtill govern it by a Vice-Legate, and this in every reſpect 
is a very conſiderable Acquiſitian, of which the Popes are par- 
ticularly tender, and which is the only Part of their Poſſeſſions 
obtained in the way of a fair Purchaſe. 

After having thus fairly and clearly ſtated the juſt Extent of 
the Papal Dominions, and the Nature of their Government, 
which is truly deſpotic, the Reader will eafily ſee, that as an 
Italian Prince, the Sovereign Pontiff is obliged to kee 


p great 
Meaſures with moſt of his Neighbours. The King of the Two 


Inj that 
Grand Duke 
and tho' the Dukes 


parted from this ſalutary Maxim, Experience 
them to recur to it for their own » They have 
fair with the Duke of Savoy, or at leaft endeav 


ing that he held the P into /taly; neither have 
differed with the ick of Genoa. On the other 
Princes and States of [taly having more frequent Occaſion 
other Fotentates to ſollicit Favours from his Holineſs, in 
poral as well as ſpiritual Concerns, have very 

ing in Teſtimonies of Duty and Reſpect, 


Prince, every wiſe Pope conſiders the Bal- 


lance of Italy as his moſt important Concern, and therefore 
labours as far as in his Power lies, to preſerve the Tranqui- 
lity of that Country, and to provide as much as may be a- 
gainſt a Revolution, becauſe he is ſure that in time of 

his Countries muſt ſuffer, and he is -. & from being 
conſidering the many Flaws in the T which he 
many of Sons, 


War 
far fure, 
itles by which he holds 
that ſome part or other will not be taken from 
| Ff him. 
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him. nothing expoſes his Weakneſs ſo much to 
World, oe Italy, when he is often able to do but litile 
' * always incapable of doing any thi 
Fate. pon theſe Principles the Popes en 2 


vour to 


ty 


P 


Fa 


E 


avoid electing a Subject of either of thoſe powerful 
but are likewiſe very cautious in raiſing to the Papal 


any Cardinal who has ſhewn himſelf warm in either of their 
Intereſts 

good Reaſon, 

his Coaſts 

to Inſults 


Ib 


Pov of the Inhabitants, might take 
r . — 
If one could imagine any Truth in this, it muſt 
ſtrange Idea of his Holineſs's Councils; but as the 
ve been always eſteemed ſubtile Politicians, fo there 
ve never been wanting a certain Claſs of Writers, willing 
groſſeſt Miſtakes in Government to ſome 
myſterious Deſign far above the Reach of ordinary Capaci- 
ties; which in plain Engl is refining to a Degree that i 
palpably ridiculous. But after all, the real Source of 
range Conduct in the Adminiſtration of civil Affairs in 
Dominions of the Church, is the known Conſequence 
duſtry, Wealth and Commerce, which is Freedom of 1 
at com- 


tual Monarchy is managed, and that negligent Stiffneß 
which appears ſo manifeſtly in the Direction of civil A 
fai 


rs. 
The Reader may probably wonder at finding theſe Italian 
States ſo fully and particularly deſcribed, and 3 © hy 


os 
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not be amiſs to give the true Reaſon of that Attention in this 
Place, which is, that new Difputes in Italy may in all Probabi- 
lity create the next general War in Eurepe; on which as it is 
not at all impoſſible that we may have our Eye, fo it ſecrs to be 
very reaſonable that we ſhould be able to form ſome Notion of 
the Merits of the Caufe, and of the Situation of Places in that 
Country, that at the Beginning will be, in all Appearance, 
the Theatre of the War. We have already ſcen how the 
Auftrian Dominions are ſeated, how the Territories of the 
Duke of Hadena are blocked up by the Pope, what ſme Coun- 
tries belong to the Holy See, and far he is from making 
the beſt uſe of them. We will next apply our Thoughts to the 
lid Eſtabliſhments that have been made fince the Peace 
of Utrecht in favour of the Houſe of Bourbon. 


SECT. V. 


The Pretenfions and Dominions of the Houſe of 
BouR BON fn Italy. 


E have heretofore mentioned this Subject 

ally, in order to explain other Matters which we were 
treating; but we will now take the Opportunity of 
Fer ere 
that Eſtabliſhment, which has chiefly occupied the Attention 
of the European Powers ſince the Concluſion of the laſt general 
Peace at Utrecht. By that Treaty the Emperor was in 
Poſſeſſion of the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria i 
and it was this Diſpoſition had ſecured the 
Power in Eurepe, in ſpite of almoſt all 
.. hav 
important Object in View, neg 
OE Ro OY ES 
of the Ballance of Europe made them intirely 
of Italy, which was abſolutely overturned by thi 
ment. | | 
It is indeed true, that Sicily was given to the Duke of Savoy; 
but as this proceeded from the pure Affection of Queen Anne, 
ſo the giving him that Ki was not attended with ſuch 


an Augmentation of Power as might enable him to keep it; for 

at this time, the Emperor was not only Maſter of Domi- 
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his Crown, and in the Month of March 1734, the Infant Don 
Carlas having penetrated through the Eccleſiaſtical Dominions, 
arrived with a Span; Army, commanded under him by the 
Count de Montemar, on the Frontiers of the Kingdom of Not ; 
The Count de Fiſconti was at that Time Viceroy of the King. 
dom for the Emperor Charles VI. and had the Misfortune to ſuc- 
cecd his Predeceſior in the general Hatred of the People, who te- 
voited almoſt unanimouſly as ſoon as the Spariards entered their 
Country; upon which the Viceroy quitted Naples, after plunder. 
ing all the lounts of Picty ; Funds, which had been accounted 
facred in all former Revolutions. The only Cities that were in 
a Condition to make Reſiſtance, were thoſe of Gaeta and Capua, 
and in theſe there were pretty good Garriſons. "The Imperial 
Troops that kept the Field were about nine thouſand Men, and 
they retired to a very ſtrong retrenched Camp, under the little 
Town of Bitanta, where they were attacked and forced by the 
Count . Mentemar, who gained the molt fignal Victory record- 
ed in tic Veupalitan Hiſtory, for which he was re- 
warded with the Title of Duke of Bitonto; which however I 
do not find that he uſed, but was afterwards ſtiled in Spain and 
by Foreigners, Duke de Montemar. 

The Infant Don Carlos Duke of Parma and Placentia, and 
Hereditary Grand Prince ot © «{cany, as hitherto ſtiled by this 
Revolution, became King of the Two Sicilies, in virtue of the 
Ceſſion made to him of his Father's Rights; which _ 
_—_ e 

m ; ving fo a Title, he was 
the Duke de pron Ind gr Year following Vic of Sicth, 
who made the of that Iſland in as ſhort a Time as of 
the Kingdom of Naples, if indeed it could be called a Conqueſt, 
where the People roſe in every Province to favour his 
tion, as having been always fond of a Government in the 
fame Proportion that they hated that of the Germans. Upon this 
Don Carlas went over thither, made his publick Entry into Ae 
fra with all the Magnificence imaginable, and after 5 
the ſame at Palerma, where he was crowned, he returned to 
which was to be the Place of his Reſidence. 

By the Revolution in theſe two Kingdoms, and by the other 
Loſſes which the Emperor had ſuſtained in /taly, where he had 
nothing now left but the City of Mantua, the Ballance was again 
altered, and the Italian Princes had then as much to fear from 
the Houſe of Bourbon, as they apprehended a very few Years be- 
fore from the Houſe of Auftria. But things did not long wear 
this Face. France was rctolved to get out uf the War, and to 


get 


to conſtitute 


1 
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get ſomething for going into it ; ſhe compromiſed Matters there 
fore with the Emperor at the Expence of her Allies. Inſtead of 
the Duchy of Milan, the King of Sardinia was forced to be 
content with two very ſmall Diſtricts, tho' the Emperor would 
have given him three. The Duchies of Parma and Placentia 
were beſtowed upon his Imperial Majeſty, as an Equivalent for 
the Two Sicilies, which was rather a worſe Equivalent than had 
been given the Houſe of Savoy by the Quadruple Alliance. 

As for the eventual Succeſſion to Tuſcany, it was given to the 
Duke of Lorrain, according to the old Plan of France, which 
many Years before had offered to exchange it for the Duchy of 
Milan. By this Treaty of Peace, to which Don Carlos was 
obliged to accede in December 1736, the Dominions of the 
Houle of Bourbon were reduced to the Kingdom of the Two 
Sicilies, and the Fortreſſes on the Coaſt of T »/cany. 

All the World knows how much the Court of Madrid was 
diſpleaſcd with this Diftribution of Things, and how ſoon the 
Queen of Spain began to revive her Preterhons to her heredi- 
tary Dominions in Favour of her ſecond Son the Infant Don 
Fbiuip. It was to pacify her, and to give a kind of Security, 
that on the firſt proper Occaſion, France would aſſiſt in obtaining 
her new Demand, however unjuſt and unreafonable ; that a 
Princeſs of France was given to Don Philip, which the Cardi- 
nal de Fleury hoped would have quicted Things for his Time, 
as in all Probability it would, if the ſudden Death of the Em- 
peror Charles VI. had not obliged him to abandon his pacific 
Syſtem. I mcan by this, that it put an End to all his Expedi- 
ents, and torced him much againit his Inclinations upon a new 
War, for which he ſeemed to have provided, but was really in 
hopes that ſome lucky Event would have afford d him the Means 
of diſengaging himſclf from the Meafures he entered into for 
the —— the Court of Madrid, or rather the Am- 
bition of the Queen of Spain. 

The Conſequences attending theſe Meaſures, her with 
the Progreſs of the laſt War in Jtaly, have been fo often and 
ſo fully confidered in other Par:s of this Work, that there is 
no need of running them over again here ; and therefore it 
ſhall ſuffice in this Chapter to take notice of the Effects of 
this War with reſpect to the King of the Two Sicilies, as in the 
next Chapter we ſhall ſhew the Nature and Value of that Eſta- 
bliſhment, which by the definitive Treaty of Peace was ſtipu- 
ited in Favour of the Royal Infant Don Philip, in whoſe Cauſe 
perhaps more Men have bled, than there are living Souls in thoſe 
Territories, which have been at laſt given up to him. I heſe 

| Ff4 Remarks 
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Remarks will compleatly anſwer our Intention, and exhibit 3 
concife, but at the fame time a clear Account of the Halian Ter- 
ritories in the Hands of the Houſe of Bourbon, fo as perſectly to 
comprehend not only the Acceſſions made to them in the two 
laſt Wars, but alſo the preſent Proſpect of Things in that Part 
of the World, and the Danger there is that even in our Times 
the preſent definitive Diſpoſition of Property may be again vio- 
lated, upon Pretences as idle and trifling as gave Birth to that 
War which ended but the other Day. 

His Majeſty of the Two Sicilies ſeemed at firſt diſpoſed to 
embrace a Neutrality, but when it was judged that Affaim 
were ripe enough, he declared himſelf, at leaſt by his Actions, 
a Party. This Conduct of his, however, did not turn at all 
to his Advantage, but on the contrary irritated thoſe Powers 
that had contributed moſt to his Eſtabliſhment in tal, 
upon his Subjects inexpreflible Diitrefles, and expoſed both 
his Crown and his Perſon to very great Hazards. In the 
Courſe of that War, he had the Mortification to fee his Troops 
defeated, almoſt as often as came to Action, to have 
Coaſts inſulted, his Ports up, and even his Capital 
menaced by Britiſh Squadrons. His Subjects alſo frequent 
and open Teſtimonies of Diſaffection to his 
which obliged him to take many difagreeable Precautions, 


gers in the Field, he was again conſtrained to have recourſe 
to a Neutrality, which was procured for him chiefly by the Ne- 
ceflity that Powers in War were under of temporizing 
with the Father of his Conſort, in which Situation, as little 
pleaſing as it was honourable, he faw the 


out the Remainder of the War, from which after all that he 
had ſuffered, he did not acquire either the leaſt Honour or Ad- 
vantage. 

The Kingdoms of which this Prince is in Poſſeſſion, are in 
themſelves as rich, as fruitful, and as happily fituated, as even 
the moſt ambitious Monarch could defire. I hey abound — 


—— —— 
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only with all the Neceſſaries of Life, but with a Variety of 
uſctul Commodities that might ſerve to entertain an extenſive 
Commerce, for which both Kingdoms were formerly famous, 
and for the carrying on of which they are furniſhed with ca- 
ious and convenient Ports. His Subj 
under a better Government mi 
But the Prerogatives of the Crown are of ſuch a Nature, the 
Authority of the Nobility over their Vaſſals fo exorbitant, and 
above al al the Power M 39 ſo exceſſive, 
that there are hard] Countries u Face of the 
Globe, where the Bulk of the People are moſt difſolute in their 
Morals, or more wretched in their Circumſtances, which is the 
true Reaſon that in the Midft of ſo many natural Advantages, 
the Crown of the Two Sicilies is regarded in a Light fo little fa- 
vourable to it, by moſt of our Politicians, and ts Opinion 
from time to time confhrmed that Impunity with which 
— are inſulted by the African 
rivateers. 

Yet it muſt be acknowledged, that fince this Country has 
been reſtored to the Poſſeſſion in ſome meaſure of an inde- 
t Government, and that Providence has been pleaſed to 

bleſs his Sicilian Majeſty with Male gd there might be pro- 


bable Grounds to hope, that in Time, and 22 many 
Inconveniencies might be removed, " the real P ower of the 


| Crown increaſed by a wiſe Circumſcription of Rights, hes, rather 


terrifying than uſeful, by a ftrict Execution of — and 
by obliging all Ranks of People to ſubmit to ſuch Laws as 
are for the common Benefit. But then this is not to be ex- 
pected tilt the Adminiſtration is delivered * all Cares, but 
thoſe for its own Safety and Welfare, and releaſed from the Con- 
fideration of any Intereſt but that of the Crown of the Tu S 
cilies, and its Subjects. Theſe are Objects that might ſufficient- 
88 ploy the Attention even of able Politicians, and from a due 

of "do very conſiderable Advantages would ariſe to 
theſe Countries in particular, and in their Conſequences to Ita 
in general. 

But while Doubts are ſtill remaining, in ſpite of an occa- 
ſional Settlement, as to the future Fate of theſe 
while the Councils of the Court of Naples receive their firſt 
Impreſſions from that of Madrid, while the Ambition of mak- 
ing freſh Acquiſitions is the ruling Paſſion in Breaſts where the 
Study of their People's Happineſs ſhould alone take place, 
there is little Reaſon ade had. + 
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beneficial, as that of a King for a Viceroy, has not hitherto been 
attended with greater Effects, and till leſs Grounds to expect 
that the Monarch of the Two Sicilies ſhould retrieve the ancient 
Splendor of that Diadem, and make the Figure that ſome of his 
Anceſtors in paſt Ages have done, as the moſt puiſſant Prince 
upon the Continent, and the greateſt Maritime Power in [th 
of which his Territories however are till as capable as ever, 
and will be found ſo when their King ſhall have nothing elſe 
either in Will or in View, but to extend his own Authority 
* cultivating the Arts of Peace, and promoting Induſtry and 
rade amongſt his Subjects. 


SS CT. VL 


A ſuccinft Account of the preſent Eflabliſhment of 

the Royal Infant Don Philip in Italy; including 
alſo a clear and conciſe Deductiuon of the Pre- 
ten of the Queen Dowager of Spain, as 
Heireſs of the Houſes of Farneſe and Medicis ; 
with other Points of great Conſequence, 


T has been already obſerved, that at the Time the Qua- 

druple Alliance was form'd, the late King of Spain, Philip 
the Fifth, had two very different Pretenſions to certain Domi- 
nions in Itah, neither of which could be faid to be over-well 
founded. As King of Spain, by a mixt Right of Deſcent, 
and the Will of rles the Second, he conceived himſelf to 
have an indefeaſible Right to all the Dominions in the Poſſeſſion 
of that Prince, from which therefore he could not bar him- 
ſelf by any Renunciations. His other Claim was in Right of 
his Wife, in caſe ſhe or her Iſſue became Heirs to the rei 
ing Duke of Parma, and the Grand Duke of Tuſcany. 
the firſt of theſe Rights he inſiſted before his Acceſſion to the 
Quadruple Alliance, in conſequence of which he actually con- 
quered Sardinia, and attempted the Conqueſt of S:cily, not- 
withſtanding his former Renunciations. Upon his Accethon 
to that Treaty, his Catholick Majeſty once more renounced 
thoſe Rights, in conſideration of the eventual Succeſſion to the 
Duchies of Parma, Placentia, and Tuſcany, being ras * 
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his Child: en of the ſecond Marriage, which was done at the 
Req of the Regent of France by the Quadrupl Alliance. 
All theſe Preterfiuns were actually realiſed the famous 
Treaty of S:5:l/e, when it ſecmed to be un by all the 
contracting Ferries, that the Succeſſion of Don Carli in the 
Manner preſcribed by that Treay, ſhould terminate all Dif- 
pures, and extinguiſh all Rights, except thoſe that were ſettled 
thereby. 

eben the next War broke out, it appeared that the 
King of Spain had no ſuch Meaning, but that aſter 5 
the Emperor to grant the Inveſtiture of the Dominions claim 
in Right of his Wife, he was reſolved to keep up ftill his 
other Claim againſt the Emperor bimſelf in Reference to the 
Countries formerly bolonging to the _ of Spain, or the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and in conſequence of this Don Carlis in- 
vaded and potiefied himſelf of Naples and Sictly. Then came 
the Treaty of Vienna, by which thoſe Kingdoms were left to 
that Prince, Parma and Placentia given up to his Imperial 
Majeſty, and Tiſcany exchanged for Lorram. But notwith- 
ſtanding this laſt Treaty, upon the Demiſe of the Emperor 
Charles VI. his Catholick Majefty revived his old Claims 
the Duchy of Milan, as Heir of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
to Parma and Placentia, as belonging to his Queen and 
Children, and hence aroſe the Pretenſion of procuring a 
tlement for Don Philip, which after a long and bloody 
was at length obtained by the Definitive I of Air Ia 
pelle, which has put that young Prince in Po of Parma, 
Placentia, and Guaſtalla, upon certain Conditions. 

In order to underſtand how and why he holds theſe Coun- 
tries, as well as the Conſequences of his having this Eſta- 
blithment given him in heb, it is abſolutely neceſſary to give 
the Reader a ſuccinct Hiſtory of the Houſe of Farneſe, from 
which he is ſuppoſed to derive his Right; for without ſome 
Knowledge of this, and cf the Situation of the Countries he 
poſſeſſes, it is abſolutely impoſſible that we ſhould have a 
diſtinct Conception ot the preſent State of Things in Italy, 
or frame any tolerable Opinion of the new Claims that are 
already become the Subjcct of Diſcourſe, will in all Probabi- 
lity ſerve for the Foundation of new Treaties, and it is not 
at all impoſſible may ſooner or later become the Cauſes of 
another War. But theſe Points being once ſettled, this Matter 
which is at preſent ſo very o ſcure and perplexed, will ap- 
pear as plain and pet ſpicuous as can be, and we thall * 
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where-ever the Spark of War 


: 
. 
E 
3 
5 


ty 
in 


he had two Sons, Peter- 


acili 
— 


were detached from the Pope 


703 


482 5 i}; 


as any of their other Temporal Eſtates 2 
without Moleſtation, but with the full Knowled 


Conſent of the Emperor Charles V 


— uy 
2 


111 


ey 
FTE 20G 8 


12114477135 115 


— 


[ 445 ] 
Rome, as the ſecret Hiſtory of that Capital reports, he gained 
the Favour of the Pope beforementioned in fo high a Degree, by 
appearing ignorant of a certain Amour, that in 149þ ne was 
——— with the Purple at the of twenty-four. Whatever 
were the Foibles of his Youth, all Authors allow, that in his 
more advanced Years he diſcovered Qualities truly worthy of his 
Dignity, inſomuch, that on the Death of Clement VII. when he 
was advanced to the Age of forty, he was elected his Succeſſor, 
and took the Name of Paul III. 


He governed fifteen Years with great Reputation, 


and in 
that Space having taken Care of the Affairs of the Church, 
he tho r ſome 
of his amily. Suma 
to the Apoſtolick Chamber, and were in Poſſeſſion and 
Fraſcati. The latter being at the very Gat and 
affording a Sanctuary 12 and other flagitious Per- 
ſons, it was very inconvenient to the Holy Pope there 
fore propoſed to give up theſe Places, and to extinguiſh all 
Debts due to his Family, in caſe the Cardinals would 


ſent to the Duchies of Parma and Placentia 
tain Perſon he ſhould name, who i 
Cities, and hold it as a Fief of the Church; 
aſſented to in a. Conſiſtory, his Peter- Letui 
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2 


b 
Fi 


veſtiture of thoſe Duchies on the 12th of Auguff 1 to 
hold to him and his Heirs Male for ever, and ras izle 
on the 19th of the fame Month, in the Cathedral Church of 


Placentia, by Cardinal Marine Grimani the A 
It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that before this 
attained theſe Duchies, his Father had beſtowed 
thoſe of Caſtro and Cammerini, which lie within the 
cal State, as we have already ſhewn, in 

poral Dominions annexed to the Popedom ; but 
were acquired, fo they were loſt by Uſury, one of 
ceſſors borrowing a large Money from 
Chamber, and by computing Intereſt upon Intereſt 

was at laſt raiſed ſo high, that the re-entered for Want 
of Payment, and annexcd theſe Countries once 
Papal Domains. 

This Misfortune befell the Houſe of 
Reign of Nanuccis II. the direct Deſcendent of Peter-Lewis 
33 He was a wiſe, and i | 
fortunate Prince, governing his Subjects with 
and Mildneſs. was thrice married, — 

Sevey, by whom he had no Children; 
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by whom he had x Son Edwar:, and two Dau 


Bfte, 


Rs - * Bag zhters z 
ry to Mary of Ejic, his ſecond Wiiz's Siſter, by whom he 


had iſco and Antongg. Edward, hereditary Prince of Parna, 
married Dorothea Sophia df Nowburg!, Daughter to the Elector 
Palatine, in 1690, by whom he had an only Daughter 
Elkzabeth, born October 25, 1692, and on the 5th of Septemier 
following died, in the Life-time of his Father. Fraxciſce, 
Prince of Parma, married his Brother's Widow, who became 
Ducheſs of Parma, upon the Demiſe of her Father-in- 
kw, which in 1694, and the new Duke brought up 
his Brother's ter as his own. 

Francis I. Duke of Parma and Placentia, was a Prince of his 
Father's Temper, and by a wiſe and prudent Adminiſtration of 
his Affairs, kept his Dominions in a great meaſure from ſuf. 
ing as the reft of Italy did, during the long War on Ac- 
of the Spaniſh Succeſſion ; but after the Peace of Utrecht, 
Death of the Queen of Spain, he liſtened with 
ion to the Propoſal of a Marriage between Philip v. 
iece and adopted the Princeſs Elizabeth, 
upon as the ireſs of Parma and Tuſ- 
eat Grand-mother being Magaret de Medic, 
Duke Cofms II. and this notwithſtanding Prince 
was living, becauſe it was believed that he 
incible Averſion to Marriage, to which, if there 
in ſome Italian Conjectures, this Manner of diſpo- 
Niece might contribute. However that Matter mi 
Succeſhon was looked upon as a Thing out of Diſpute 
at leaft on that Side; for it was known that the Peope in- 
tended to queſtion it, and that it was not very agreeable to the 
Emperor. 

But upon the Demiſe of Francis Duke of Parma in 17527, 
and the Acceſſion of Prince Antonio, Things changed their Ap- 

The new Duke was no ſooner polſeded of that 
ignity, than he declared his Diflike of Marriage aroſe from 
Narrowneſs of his Circumſtances, while he was a younger 
Brother, but that now he was a fovercign Prince, and the laſt 
Heir Male of his Family, he judged it incumbent upon him 
to prevent Extinction of the Houſe of Farneſe. He mar- 
ried 2 de Eſte, Daughter to the Duke of 
Madena, but 

Iſſue, 
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notwithſtanding the Misfortune to die with- 
out January 20, 1731, though upon his Demiſe it was 
giv 
thi 


en out, that the Ducheſs his Relict was with Child ; but 
is be 
Royal 


ing quickly found to be without any Foundation, the 
Infant Don Carli, eldeſt Son to his Catholick d 
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by the Princeſs Elizabeth, Heireſs of the Houſe of Farneſe, en- 
teted into the quiet Poſſeſſion. "The old Ducheſs Dowager Sophia 
Derathea, Relict of Duke Francis, of his clder Brother 
Prince Edward, Mother to the Qu wager of Spain, and 
Grandmother to the Royal Infants Carles and Philip, and of the 
Cardinal B:urban, died about the Cloſe of the laſt War, in a 
very advanced Age. As for the younger Dowager, Widow of 
Antonia Farneſe, the laſt Duke of Parma, ſhe marrried in 1740, 
Prince Les of Heſſe Darmſtadt, with whom ſhe refides at 
Placentia. 

As to the Extent, Situation and Value of the Countries 
which form the Settlement of the Infant Don Philip, we are to 
conſider the following Particulars. The Duchies of Parma 
and Placeniia form together a very conſiderable Sovereignty ; in 
Length, from Welt to Eaſt, they are about ſixty Engliſßʒ Miles, 
and their Breadth from South to North is about forty. On the 
Weſt they are bounded by the Dominions of the Empreſs 
Queen and the King of Sardinia ; on the South, by the Terri- 


Climate it is without Exception, being equally healthy and plea- 
fant ; and with this the Soil likewiſe correſſ ich i | 
derfully fruitful; the Vallies abound with all Kinds of Fruit, 
with rich Paſtures and excellent Vineyards; and in the Moun- 
tains they have both Copper and Silver Mines ; the Inhabitants 
have prodigious Herds of black Cattle, and alſo numerous 
Flocks of Sheep; the firſt enable them to make the beſt Cheeſe 
in /taly, and, in the Opinion of many, in Europe; and the 
latter furniſh them with vaſt Quantities cf v 
The Cities of Parma and Placentia are the only 
Conſequence in the Royal Infant's Dominions ; the 
old irregular Place, and not very 
commanded by a Caſtle of ſome Strength; the 
better ſituated, more beautiful, and fuller of ithi 
2 very ſmall Diſtance of the Po, which is a great Conve- 
nience. 

While theſe Countries were held from the See of Rome, the 
Dukes of Parma paid an annual Acknowledgment 
ſand Ducats ; at prefent they are conſidered as Fiefs of 
pire, and their Poſſeſſor applies for and receives his Inveſtiture 
from his Imperial Maj in the fame Manner wi 
Princes. The Revenucs have been formerly computed at 
hundred thouſand Crowns, but it may be doubted, whether in 
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reſtore them to their former Condition. R 
Duchies may maintain a regular Force 
Men, without any great Detriment either 


of the laſt Duke of the Houſe of Gonzagua. 
than a Diſtrict of the Duchy 
ven as a Proviſion for a younger Branch 
and is conſequently a Thing of no great 
It is, as we obſerved before, ſeparated from the 
Royal Infant's Dominions by a Part of 
Country, but notwithſtanding this, the Commu- 
the Po is aways open. Guaſtalla is 
iſhi the C about ir 


ghneſs, one cannot help admiring at the ſtrange Pro- 
of Men and Money with which this inconſiderable Settle- 
ment was 


Territories are inland Places ; nay, | 


icable River in the Dominions of this Prince, 


were made; enlarging it either 
Purchaſe -<r otherwiſe, and 


to Seſtri de Ponente, which ma a temporary Ex- 
Dn” Ol better — be _ or till ſome 
y Opportunity makes way for its being carried into Exe 
cution. It is indeed true, that joining as it does to the Ter- 
ritories of Modena on one Side, and to thoſe of the Republick 
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beforementioned on the other, the Royal Infant might eaſily 
receive, in cafe of need, whatever Aſliſtance theſe Nei ghbours 
of his would be inclined to give; but then all their Frog taken 
together, would be inſufficient to cover ſo open a Country againſt 
the Troops of the Houſe of Arftria, if upon any Occaſion a 
Rupture ſhould happen hercafter. 

We have thus given a general Sketch of the Situation that 
this Prince is in, and many of our Readers may poſſibly look 
upon that as ſufficient. But Time will quickly convince them 
of the contrary, and that nothing deſerves to be more mature- 
ly weizhed, than what may be expectcd from the Fermenta- 
tion that ever ſince the Peace has been, from its Effects, appa- 
rent enough in /taly ; and to ſay the Truth, moſt of the Troubles 
that have diſturbed Ewrepe ſince the Concluſion of the Treaty 
of Utrecht, have been hatched in that Quarter. Should we in- 
cline to penetrate the Reaſon of this, it would not be found 
difficult to find, and which is ftill more to our Purpoſe, it 
would appear to ſubſiſt and act as ft [ne 06 nei- 
ther ought this to ſurprize us, if we —_ great Events 
that have happened in our own Time, _—_ 1 next News 
from this Part of the World, upon the making and 
2 Peace, has uſually been new Chims, new Nepotiat ions, 
in a ſhort Space of Time, new Preparations for the Commence- 
ment of a freſh War. It may therefore be very to 
make a Trial, whether it may not be poſſible to diſcover ſome- 
2 theſe Matters C Gay xo cemnn_ed fo'26 in foreign 

ettes. 

Firſt with reſpect to the Reſtrictions by which the Royal 
Infant Don Philip is, or may be thought cramped in his 
Poſſeſſions. We r 2 0 IP 
Plenipotentiary expreſſed very clearly the Diſlike of 
of Madrid to thoſe Reſervations, that eſtabli 
Right in the two Crowns, to the Ceſſion 
Settlement for Don Philip; and though this 
then got over, yet we are no Strang 
tion in conſequence of which it 
all inconſiſtent with the Lights 
believe, that it was got over by 
an abſolute Poſſeſſion could not be 
it might be procured by a fi @ oy Of this 
we have had many broad Hints fince, and therefore we may 
take it for granted, that unleſs ſome unforeſcen Change 
( ne 
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will certainly be purſued till it is accompliſhed ſome way ot 
other. 1 

But this is not all, there has been a Proteſtation in Form 
upon a late Occafion, as well as upon others, in favour of 
the See of Reme, from whence, as the original Right of the 
Houſe of Farneſe was derived, it is not caſy to ſee how its 
Claim to theſe Duchies has been vacated. On the other 
hand, fuch is the Spirit of a certain Court, that we have no 
on Cauſe to ſuppoſe ſhe will ſuffer theſe Pretenſions to 
ubſiſt, for fear that ſome time or other an Opportunity ſhould 
offer for enforcing them. It is true indeed, that there is no 
Proſpect of any ſuch thing at preſent, but the Politicks of the 
Court of Rame are deſervedly famous, and the very Care that 
the Popes have taken to keep up this Claim upon every Occa- 
ſion, ſufficiently indicates that they would not ſuffer an Op- 
portunity to flip, in caſe any ſuch Opportunity ſhould offer, 
Ihe Defire thercſore of emancipating this dear-bought Set- 
tlement even from this dormant Pretenſion, is a Point that 
will hardly eſcape the Eye of a Court, that has been ever 
famous for Jealouſy, in a Degree not at all inferior to its 
Ambition. 

We are yet farther to conſider, that it was purely to avoid 
this Claim of the See of Rome, that Parma was acknowledged 
to be a Fief of the Roman Empire. Duke Francis, Uncle to 
the Queen of Spain, when the Emperor levied Con- 
tributions from his Dominions, upon Pretence of their being 
Fiefs, exclaimed againſt it as an Act of Violence and Injuſtice, 
the Pope alſo proteſted againſt it upon the fame Motives. Since 
that Time his Succeſſors have ſeen things in quite a dif- 
ferent Light, or rather have been under a Nec of ad- 
mitting what their Predeceſſor ſo warmly diſputed. As thi 
now ſtand, there can be no Diſpute 12 is due ay 4 
Emperor, and that his Inveſtiture is neceſſary to the Poſſeſſor 
of theſe as of other Fiefs. But poſſibly there may come a 
Time when this mzy be accounted either a Grievance, or 
at leaſt an Inconvenience, unleſs in the enſuing at 
Cremona, or where-cver elſe it ſhall be held, ſome Method 
can be found to ſettle it to the mutual Satisfaction of all 
Parties; and tho this may be a thing far enough from bei 
Impoſſible, yet one may venture, without fearing to fin agai 


Truth, to hazard a Sufpicion that it will not be without its 

Difficulties. 
In the next place, the Augmentations of this Settlement 
which may be endeavoured, deſerve our particular Notice. Ki 
e 
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have very good Reaſon to apprehend at leaſt, 
violent and repeated Struggles, ſo long and 
and fince the Conchuſton of th the Peace, ach ch a 
and ſilent Negotiations, ſome Enlargement of 
fant's Territories is a Point ſtill at Heart with thoſe who pro- 
cured his Settlement, and who in going fo far to obtain 
however uncqual to the Coft with which is was 12 
gave an Earneſt to the World that they to 

and not to deſiſt from their Enterprize, till er 
Succeſs proportionable to their Characters who have * 
in it. Let us then conſider, whether from the Lights 
us by theſe hiſtorical — and the Hints that have been 


given us as to the Tendency of thoſe ſecret Negociations beſore- 
mentioned, we may not be able to 11 Gueſs as to the 
Nature of theſe Arguments, and the ich may be 


poſſibly practiſed in order to — = is very 
likely that we ſhould be able to go to 
proper 


Matter, or to point out exactly, and in 
the very Steps that will be taken in this Buſineſs: 
we ſhould not do this, yet we need not ned 
Reader ſ me Satisfaction, fince in pointing out moſt 
Roads that are poſſible, we can hardly miſs thoſe that 
active Politicians will think practicable, and what may not 
atchieved in our Times, it is very likely may occupy the Atten- 
tion of Poſterity ; at Icaſt we have on the Side 
of this Conjecture. 

The Royal Infant's Settlement was hardly fixed, before it 
was obſerved that ſome Alterations, Ceffions, and 
would be neceſſary, in order to accommodate thi 
that young Prince and his Neighbours. We have touched 
upon this Subject before, and ſhewn that a Part of the Duke 
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of Hadena's Dominions would be exceedingly 24 
nd that it might not be impracticable to * 
Highneſs an Equivalent with which he ht be 
tented. Something of the like Sort 3 
wich reſpect to the Em preſs Queen, there Nah 
tion of the Duchy of Guoſtalla that cannot 
from her — Countreis, and it is certai . 
little Conſequence to be worth diſputing about 
_ DG. though they may = conveni 
y Things, are of no mighty Importance, 
—_— very unlikely in ſuppoſing, that for the Sake of — 
Eaſe and Security, ſuch Matters may be ſettled in a Congreſs to 
the Satisfaction of all Parties. 
Gg 2 But 
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But there has Augmentation mentioned of quite 
Nature, and that is the Iſland of Corfica, 8 
i upon as the Fiction of Gazette- Writers: The 
ench were lately in Poſſeſſion of that Iſland; the Malecontents 
be determined in their Reſolution, never to ſubmit 
they ſtile their 'old Yoke. On the other hand, 
been a ion ſettled between the Repub. 
under the Mediation of his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, with Care and Deliberation ; yet if this ſhould 
prove le to either Party, or if Objections ſhould be 
made to it on both Sides, the admitting of a Treaty of Purchaſe, 
in order to the Republick's parting with its Sovereignty, may be 
thought a proper Expedient, or at leaft it could never have been 
introduced in a leſs exceptionable Way. In that Caſe, however, 
ſome further Stepts muſt be taken before it can be connected with 
the Royal Infant's preſent Settlement; but if this grand Purchaſe 
is once made, that will not be abſolutely impracticable. There 
is a ſmall Tract of Country between the Duchy of Parma and 
the Sea, that would in ſuch a Caſe be a very valuable Acqui- 
fition ; and this, no doubt, would be obtained by Contract or 
Exchange; and thus the Royal Infant would acquire a large, 
and, in part, an independent Settlement, and it may be a more 
ſplendid Title; yet as we have (cen ſtrange Changes, it may not 
perhaps be a chimerical Conjecture, that after all theſe Juntlem 
and Purchaſes, the whole might be thought a proper Equivalent 
for another Territory in Italy, of which his Brother Don Carlis 

once wore the Title of hereditary Prince. 

Before we quit this Subject, it may not be amiſs juſt to hint, 
that the former Dukes of Parma thought themſelves very ill 
treated by the Pope in the Affair of Caſtro; and once by the In- 
terpoſition of the Crown of France, that Affair was brought 
ſo far, that upon Payment of the original Debt and Intereſt, 
the Pope engaged himſelf to reſtore thoſe Territories, tho* upon 
a Tender of the Money he diſengaged himſelf again, alledging 
that it was not in his Power. I have before obſerved, that thus 
Buſineſs was compromiſed by Treaty with the Houſe of Auſtria, 
when the Duchies of Parma and Placentia were in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the late Emperor Charles the Sixth; but now they are in 
other Hands, that Claim may be revived, and perhaps enforced, 
when other Points of greater Conſequence are ſettled. Thus 
we have taken a View of the ſeveral poſſible Syſtems of Aug- 
mentation, and of the Methods by which they mult be acquired, 
Time will ſpeedily ſhew us which will be firſt brought on the 
Carpet; and by Degrces there is very little Doubt that ag 
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hear of all the reſt, for one Augmentation will facilitate another, 
and Pretenſions that might have been ridiculous for a little Duke 
to make, will appear of great Conſequence, when conſidered 
25 the Demands of a very con King. 

Theſe political Diſquiſit ions on the preſent State of the Domi- 
nions and Pretenſions of the Houſe of Bourbon in Italy, will aſſiſt 
us much in forming an Idea of that new Scene of Negotiation 
that is at preſent on foot, and which at this Juncture is ſo great 
a Myſtery, that very few ſeem to know what to make of it, 
but by Degrees it will open, and expand itſelf, fo as to become 
very perceptible, and then we ſhall be no longer in the Dark as 
to our Concern in it. The Ballance of /taly will always retain 
its Connection with the Ballance of Power in Europe; fo that 
it is a vain Thing to imagine, that it can be either altered by a 
War, or ſettled by a Peace, without Prejudice to the Maritime 
Powers, and conſequently without their being obliged to trouble 
r It „ that it is, and muſt be 
the Inte I a, more eſpecially to a 
ſteady Attention — — and if the T 4 Wen 
had been effectually executed, that alone would have been a 
ſufficient Security; he muſt have taken care of our Intereſts, 
becauſe it is certain he will never deſert his own. But the 
Caſe is much altered now, and remains till in a State of Alte- 
ration, which when or where it will ſtop, is not in the Breaſt 
of Man to determine. 

Let us next procced to the Republicks in /taly, upon the State 
of which we ſhall be much more conciſe; and, that what we 
have to fay may be with the more Eaſe retained, we will take 
them in the Order of Time, in which they were erected, 


SECT, VI. 


The Preſent State and Political Intereſts of the 
Republick of VENice. 


* Glory of the Venetian State is at preſent indeed much 
inferior to what it was, when without Aſſiſtance ſhe was 
a Match for the whole Ottoman Power by Land and Sea, and 
loſt nothing of her Courage, and but very little of her Territo- 
ries, by the famous League of Camtray, when rather out of 
Envy, than from any better Cauſe, the greateſt Powers in Eu- 
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rape were allied againſt her. 
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But tho! it be true, that the Republick is not what ſhe ba 
been, that her Dominions are reduced within narrower Bound: 
ſo that except what ſhe poſſeſſes on the Terra Firma of ltaly, * 
Dalmatia, and a few inconfiderable Iſlands, ſhe has nothing left 
of thoſe extenſive Territories that contributed to enrich her 
Subjects by their Trade, and gave her fo confiderable a Rank 
the Powers of 1 * Ar ſtill Miſtreſs of 
enough, not to deſerve Notice, but to be regarded 
one of the n gy Potentates in Iteh, and moſt ine 
{trious Republicks in Europe. 

It is highly to the Honour of this State, that for upwards of 
twelve Centuries ſhe has preſerved her Freedom, and tor a great 
Part of that 'Time has lived under the ſame Government, with- 
out ſuffering any of thoſe dreadful Revolutions by which many 
of her powerful Neighbours have been involved in Blood and 
Confuſion. This has juſtly given a high Reputation to the 


Wiſdom of her Senators, who by their great Policy and wonder- 
ful rr 
to guard with equal Dili Succeſs againſt foreign Con- 


federacies and domeſtic iracies, many of which they have 
defeated, when laid with the deepeſt Cunning, and ſupported 
with no inconſiderable Strength. 

reflecting Diſcredit on the Re- 


Her very Loſſes are ſo far from 
publick, that on the contrary, they do her the greateſt Honour 
in the Sentiments of thoſe who are capable of forming a right 
Judgment of Hiſtory, and know how to diſtinguiſh properly 
in reſpect to Cauſes and Events, The long War in Defence of 
Candia ink the Turks, exhauſted the Treaſures, and weak- 
ened the Power of this State to a Degree, that ſhe has not been 
able to recover ; but that War was continued for many Years 
againſt the whole Strength of the Ottaman Empire by Sea and 
Land, and was almoſt as fatal to the Turks as to her; for they 
too have been declining in Power and Reputation ever ſince: So 
that ſhe might be truly ftiled in that reſpect the Bulwark of Eu- 
* rofe, to the Safety of which ſhe contributed much more than 
ſhe ſuffered by the Loſſes, that by the Fortune of War ſhe ſuſ- 
tained during that famous Contention. 

The common Opinion that ſhe continues ftill to decline, 
and that the very Being of the Republick is in Danger from a 
ſow Conſumption, has been perhaps taken up without due At- 
tention, and for want of having juſt Notions of the wiſe and 
folid Maxims by which her Government is conducted. For tho' 
it be true, that ſhe is in no Condition to maintain ſuch a War 
as 
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26 that of Candia, yet it is no leſs true, that as Things are now 
circumſtanced, ſhe has very little Reaſon to fear it. 

In the two laſt Wars with the Turks, the ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrated, that tho' her Forces were much weaken'd, ſhe was far 
from having loft her former Spirit, or from wanting ſuch a Power 
as was neceftary for her Defence; and the noble Statue erected 
to the Honour of the late Ficld Marſhal Scbulemberg in the great 
Square of Corfu, which he fo gloriouſly defended, will remain a 
perpetual Monument of the Bravery of her Troops, as well as 
of her Zeal and Gratitude to that intrepid Officer, which it may 
be hoped will not a little contribute to procure a Succeſſion of 
Generals as worthy and as fortunate. 

Beſides all this, it ought to be remember'd, that ſhe is now 
better ſecured againſt the Turks by her perpetual Alliance with 
the Houſe of Auſtria than in former Ages; and if we alſo re- 
flect, that in cafe the _ ns Go Turks, 
in virtue of that Alliance, are of being ſupported 
the Ruſſians, it will be ſufficiently evident, that the — 
have much leſs to fear than they had in former Days. Since the 
Peace of Pa//arawitz, therefore, which was concluded on the 
roth of Fuly 1718, they have remained very quiet; and as they 
have very wiſely avoided taking any Share in thoſe Diſputes that 
have perplexed Europe, they at the fame time have thought it 
proper to keep up a numerous Body of Forces, in order to ren- 
der their Neutrality reſpected. 

That the Reader may perceive, what we have advanced in re- 
lation to this Republick is founded in Truth, it may not be 
amiſs to give a ſhort Account of the Countries ſhe 
In the firſt*place, the noble City of Venice, and the Iſlands about 
it, which are ſo populous, have ſo many Manufactures, and 
ſtill carry on fo great a Trade, more eſpecially whenever the 
other Powers of Italy are at War, and the Subjects of the Re- 
publick enjoy the Benefit of her Neutrality, that the Revenue 
drawn from them by the State, amounts annually to three Mil- 
lions of Ducats. 

On the Terra Firma or Continent of Italy, ſhe poſſeſſes the 
Treviſan, the Paduan, the Vicentin, the Veraneze, the Brega- 
maſc, the Territory of Breſcia, the City of Crema and its Di- 
ſtrict, and the Poleſin; they have alſo a great Part of Friuli, of 
ria, of Dalmatia and Albama ; and they ſtill preſerve the 

nds of Corfu, Zante, Cerigo, Finnes, Curzala and Cefalonia : 
All theſe Countries are rich and fruitful, and the Inhabitants 


drive a very great Trade in the Levant, as well as in other Parts 
of Europe. | 
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The entire Revenue of the Republick is computed at 
eight Millions of Ducats, and the annual Expence ous 
commonly exceed half that; ſo that in Time of Peace they 
are conſtantly laying up large Sums. Before the fatal War af 
Candia they had in their Treafury fifteen Millions of Ducats in 
ready Money, excluſive of the famous Gold Chain, to which | 
they annually added fome Links, which forty Porters could 
hardly carry, and which on certain Feſtivals was extended croſ; 
the Square of St. Mart, for the Entertainment of the People. 
As they have now enjoyed Peace thirty Years, jt may be 
preſumed that their Coffers are again pretty full, ſo that upon 
any emergent Neceſſity, they would be able to make much 

Efforts than is commonly imagined. 

As to the Government of Venice, it is fo well known, that 
we need not deſcribe it. We ſhall only obſerve, that it is a pure 
Ariſtocracy, and though the Duke has the Title of Prince, yet 
the Majeſty of the Republick reſides in the Senate. The great 
Maxim of this wiſe Body, is to manage the Government with 
the utmoſt Frugality, to encourage Trade as much as poſſible, 

as long 
ys 


and to preſerve as they are able. 

They have always a conſtant Eye upon the Turi, and have 
excellent Intelligence even in the Seraglio itſelf; ſo that they 
can hardly be ſurprized ; and in Time of Peace they carry on a 
prodigious Commerce in all Parts of that Empire. They are 
jealous of the Pope, with whom they have many ancient 
Grounds of Diſpute, which is the Reaſon that they exclude all 
Eccleſiaſticks from their Counſels. They are obliged to live in 
ſtrict Friendſhip with the Emperor, tho? it is certain, that they 
are not at all deſirous of ſeeing the Power of the Houſe of Au- 
Aria extend itſelf in Italy. They were heretofore jealous of the 
Crown of Spain for the fame Reaſon ; and very probably this 
Spirit would revive, if Don Philip ſhould gain by Purchaſe any 
more conſiderable Eftabliſhment in that Country; for the keep- 
ing even the Ballance of which, they are as much or more con- 
cerned than any other Potentate. 

In former Times the Republick was ſtrongly inclined to fa- 
vour France; the Ambaſſador of this Crown received very high 
Honours at Venice, and generally ſpeaking, the Venetian Car- 
dinals joined thoſe of the French Faction in the Conclave ; yet 
there is no Reaſon to preſume, as ſome do from hence, that 
the Republick is governed by theſe Notions ſtill, for the Cir- 
cumftances of Things being changed, according to the ſettled 
Rules cf their Policy, the Conduct of the Republick muſt 
bange alſo ; and the ver; ſame Principles that induced her Au 
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ſide with the French in the Conclave, will engage her now to act 
againſt them, and in Favour of the Houſe of Auffria, becauſe 
the Family of Bourbon is become too potent. 

lt may indeed be ſurmiſed that this State, affecting Peace ſo 
much as ſhe does, might be awed by the Power of France ; but 
of this there is no ſort of For when Lewis XIV. 
about 1711, declared at Rome, Cardinal Ottaboni, a Subject of 
the Republick's, Protector of the Crown of France, and his 
Eminence had accepted that Dignity, contrary to the Maxims 
of the Venetian State, which or any that have been 
in their Service, to enter into that of other Princes; they pro- 
ceeded without Delay, and without Ceremony, to deprive him 
and all his Relations of the Privileges of Nobility, and to baniſh 
them their Dominions. We may therefore take it for 
that the Grandeur of this Houſe will be very far from being ac- 
ceptable to the Venetians. 

They have always maintained, and very probably will con- 
tinue to maintain, a cloſe Friendſhip and ſtrict Alliance with the 
Swiſs, there being a mutual Connection between their Intereſts ; 
and each of them having frequent Occaſions, from the Vicinity of 
their Territories, to aſk and receive Favours from the other. 

They are likewiſe bound to live in good Intelligence with the 
Monarch of the Two Sicilies, and with the Grand Duke of Tu 
cany, on Account of the Difficulties to which their Commerce 
would be unavoidably liable, in caſe of a Rupture, or even a 
Difference with either. There was heretofore a great Coolneſs 
between the Republick and the Dukes of Savoy, on account that 
the latter aſſumed the Title of King cf Cyprus ; to which alſo the 
Doge of Venice pretends : And it is diiicult to believe how much 
this light Punctilio kept theſe two Powers at a Diſtance. | But 
ſince the Duke of has become King of Sardinia, and the 
Situation of Things in /taly is ſo much changed, that the Bal- 
lance is almoſt conſtantly in his Hands, the Yenetians have altered 
their Meaſures; and it is certain, that at preſent there is a very 
good Correſpondence between that Monarch and the Republick. 

The long and warm Diſputes that have happened heretofore 
between this Republick and that of Genoa, has occaſioned ſuch 
an Inv as is ſcarce to be conceived ; grounded alſo upon a 
Punctilio, the latter deſiring to be regarded as an Equal, and the 
former treating her upon all Occaſions as an Inferior. This Spleen 
was carried farther, during the fatal War with Candia, than one 
would have expected from the Venetian Prudence; for when the 
Genzeje offered very conſiderable Aſſiſtancc at a Time when Ve- 
nice wanted it moſt, upon Condition that an Equality ſhould 
ſubſiſt for the future, they rejected the Propoſition with — 
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and choſe rather to run the Hazard of total Deſtruction, 
to receive Aſſiſtance upon ſuch Terms. 8 


Vet even this ſeems now to be laid aſleep, if not ex- 
tinguiſhed ; for during the laſt Diſtreſs of the Genoeſe ; it is very 
certain that the Yenetians interpoſed not only with much Civility, 
but with great Earneſtneſs at the Court of Vienna ; and if we 
may depend upon the Reports that have been current in Itah, 
the Genoeſe received pecuniary Supplies of a Nature that ſuffi- 
ciently declared the Depth of the Purſe from whence they were 
_— though it was not held convenient to embark openly in 

r b 

Thus by a brief Enumeration of Facts, we have ſhewn, that 
notwithſtanding what has paſſed heretofore, the Republick of 
Venice is ſtill in a Condition to ſupport herſelf, and in no Dan- 
either from the Power of her Enemies, or of her Nei 
3 that if ſhe loves Peace it is from wiſe and prudent Mo- 
not from Timidity ; that as ſhe forms no Pretenſions 
Neighbours, ſo ſhe is inclined to live with them in 

Harmony imaginable ; and in a Word, that as ſhe 
no Views of Conqueſt, for herſelf, ſhe is bound by Intereſt 
as well as led by Inclination to give all the Oppoſition poſſible to 


ti and 
her 


its own Intereſts better, or purſues them more cloſely than the 
Venetian Senate, fo it is a mighty thing to be ſecure, that no 
ion will ever en this State to violate Juſtice, or 
aim at i her Wealth or her Dominions at the Expence 
of any of her Neighbours. Beſides there is a moral Certainty 
that if the BALLANCE in this part of Chriſtendom ſhould 
be apparently in Danger, this Commonwealth would take the 
Part of the Oppreſſed, and venture all for preſerving the Free- 
dom of Italy. Add to this, that the Venetian Ambaſſadors in 
the ſeveral Courts of Europe never want the Means of inſinuat- 
ing their Sentiments to the Miniſters, and giving ſuch true 
Lights in reſpect to the Concerns of Italy, as may prevent falſe 
Steps being taken, and powerfully perſuade the taking thoſe 
— true, neither of which would otherwiſe be brought to 


SECT, 


[ 459 ] 
SECT. vn. 


The Preſent State and Political Intere/ts of the 
Republick of Genoa. 


12 Republick made anciently a very Figure, not 
only — 9 — 2% der in reſpect to 
Europe in general. Her Dominions were large, her Commerce 
extenſive, and her Naval Power extremely formidable. But 
according to the Nature of all Commonwealths, Fluftuations 
and Revolutions in Government have been very common here ; 
and to them it has been chiefly owing, that Genoa has fallen 
from what ſhe was, and been driven at ſeveral times to ſubmit 
herſelf, not only to the Emperors and Kings of France, but to 
the Marquiſſes of Mentferrat, the Dukes of Milan, and other 
little Princes, 


given by ancient Writers of this 
Nation under the Name of Ligurians, have been always, and 
at all times, but too applicable to the Genveſe ; who from a 
factious Diſpoſition, and almoſt perpetual Diſaffection to the 
Form of Government under which they lived, have kept them- 
ſelves in continual Diſquiet, and loft unaccountably the Ad- 
derived to them from their Trade, and from their 
Situation, which might otherwiſc have enabled them to attain 
what ſeems after all to have been the utmoſt Extent of their 
Wiſhes, a Power as great, and an Eftabliſhment as ſolid, as 
that of their Siſter Republick, Venice. | 

As to their preſent Condition, by which I mean the Form 
of Government are now under, they owe it entirely to 
the Virtue of Andrew Doria, who in 1527 reſcued them out 
of the Hands of the French, and refuſing the Sovereignty of- 
fered him, fixed their Condition as a free State, regulating their 
ancient Nobility, ſo as to conſiſt in twenty-eight Families, 
and their new Nobles in twenty-four. It is not nece 
for us to enter into the Particulars of their Hiſtory from that 
Time, becauſe they are well known; and therefore we ſhall 
content ourſelves with faying, that if it had not been for the 
Factions between their old and new Nobility, which in 
1573 roſe ſo high as to occaſion a Civil War, and their Diſ- 
putes with the Duke of Sqav:z, which engaged them in ſeveral 
Wars, they might have from that Period to this enjoyed Peace 
and Plenty. In 
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they were ſeverely chaſtiſed by Lewis XIV. on ac- 
count of ſome Offence he had taken to their Conduct, or rather 
from a Vani ing his Naval Force by 


ready, and it is 
poſſible may hear ſo much more of it hereafter, that it is re- 
viſite we ſhould ay ſomething of it here; and as we have no 
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the Fact as it is poſſible. 
The Genoe this Country, in 
Right it belonged; but 
under of thoſe Princes, 
it was belonged to the 
Spaniſh was by this means that it 

ini that Houſe 
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Duke of Savoy put a Garriſon into it. But the Sale of 
this Marquifate by his Imperial Majeſty in 1713, the Pied- 
monteſe Garriſon in Final evacuated it, and three hundred Car- 
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took Poſſeſſion of it for the Genoeſe, who kept it 
War. 

But it is alſo neceſſary to obſerve, that the Dukes of 
had likewiſe Pretenſions upon this Marquifate, though 
were not in a Condition to aſſert, or make them good; 
therefore on the Concluſion of the Treaty of Worms, as we 
have ſhewn in another Place, his Sardinian Majeſty ſtipulated, 
that upon giving the Genoeſe Satisfaction for the Money laid out 
in the Purchaſe of this Country, it ſhould belong to him. This 
the blick conſidered as fo an Injury, that they entered 
into a Treaty with the French aud Spaniards for their own Secu- 
rity, and for the Preſervation of their Dominions ; the Conſe- 
quences of which are very well known. 

But with reſpect to this Marquifſate, and the Diſpoſition of 
this Country by the Treaty of arms, there are three Points 
that deſerve well to be confidered. Ihe f/f is, That what- 
ever Rights the Dukes of Savoy had to this Country, they 
could not be prejudiced by the Emperor's Sale of it to the 


Genaeſe ; 
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Geneeſe ; and therefore there was no Injuſtice in the King of 

Sardinia's taking Advantage of that critical Conjuncture to avail 
himſelf of the Pretenſions of his Family. 

The ſecond is, That the Geneeſe were to have a Satisfaction for 

this Marquiſate ; and tho” it might be true, that both their In- 

tereſts and their Inclinations led them to prefer * 


Inclinations were on the Side of his Sardinian Majeſty. 
will appear ſtill plainer, if we conſider that it is not 
any real Aſſection for the Republick of Genoa, 
of Bourbon contended for maintaining her in the P 
this Country, but for the Sake of keeping her in 
and keeping at the ſame Time Final from the Ki 

The Allics therefore, who had the fame Reaſon to 
Country in the Hands of that Prince, had the fame Ki 


employ 5 Power for the Accompliſhment of their 


» It appears 
ciples of good Policy ; for on the one hand, as it would have 
immediately opened a Communication between the Dominions 
of his Sardinian Majeſty and the Maritime Powers, which is 
apparently of the higheſt uence for the Preſervation of 
the Tranquility and Ballance of Power in lia; fo on 
other hand, it was provided that it ſhould be equally 
to Commerce, by an expreſs Stipulation that ſhould be 
made a free Port, in the fame Manner, and for the fame Pur- 
poſes, as Leghorn. 

But none of theſe Conſiderations weighing with the 
they ventured the Subverſion of their State for 
ſerving this Territory, which nevertheleſs was 
by the Chance of War, together with Savona, which is 
ther fine Port, that they have long ago filled up rendered 
uſcleſo, for the Sake of confining the Commerce 
of Italy to their own Harbour; which, how 
with the Law of Nations, and the 
not take 
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The Dominions of this State conſiſt of the Countries extends 
ing along the Sea-coaſt, on both Sides, from the City of 
Genoa, which are ſtiled the Eaftern and Weſtern Riwiera:. 
This Word in Italian fignifhes a Strand; and indeed the Country 
is very little better, having high, craggy, and almoſt impaſlable 
Mountains behind it. 44. * not fo barren as 

are ed, every li 4 indeed every 
2 that will admit of it, being cultivated and be 
to the utmoſt ; ſo that Fruits, Oil, and Silk, are raiſed here 
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he Hand of Corſica belongs alſo to this Republick; it is 
reckoned three hundred and twenty-five Miles in Circumfe- 
rence. It abounds with all Sorts of Proviſions ; the Wines are 
thought tolerable, and if long kept, are little, if at all inferior 
to thoſe of Spain. Honey, Wax, and Salt, are the ſtaple 
Commodities of the Country : There are ſeveral Fiſhe- 
ries upon its Coaſts, and ſome Iron Mines in the of the 
Iſland. The Severity of the Genoeſe Government on one fide, 
and the ſeditious and turbulent Spirit of the Natives on the 
other, have hitherto hindered Corfica from making any Figure 
_— if theſe Obſtacles were removed, it might 
certain 


The Revenues of the Republick are very far from being con- 


ſiderable, nor is the Trade thereof near fo great as it was; how- 
ever both are ſtill capable of being recovered. The private Per- 
ſons in this City, of great Families, are commonly rich, and 


have large Eſtates, ſome in Naples and Sicily, others in Spain, 
and not a few in the Italian Dominions belonging to the Houle 
of Auſtria; which is attended with great Inconveniencies, as 


throwing them into Intereſts inconfuitent with, or diredtly 


to thoſe of their b 
he Conſtitution of Genea is of a mixt Nature, but ſeems 
from Experience to be but ill-contrived, as having fo much 
of an Ariſtocracy as to make the People uneaſy, and yet fo 
much of a Democracy as to keep up a continual Ferment. 
The Doge, or Duke, is elected every two Years, during which 
De is maintained at the publick 
Expence, has Guards and other Enſigns of Pri ignity, 
and twelve Counſellors continually about him, ſti the” Sea 
nory, in whom the Majeſty of the Republick reſides ; but with 
regard to the Dernier Reſort, or Legiſlative Power, it is veſt- 
ed in the great Council, which conſiſts of four hundred. And 


this, in few Words, is a clear Detail of that Gouvernment, “ 


which 


4 
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which ſome Writers have affected to obſcure by long and per- 
plexed Accounts, that are very little to the purpoſe. 

The ruling Maxim in this State, is the maintaining 
Government at home, and Peace with all its Neighbours, which 
if ſteadily purſued would ſpeedily change the Face of her Af- 
fairs; and though there is very little Probability that ſhe 
ſhould ever recover her 2 or Greatneſs, ſhe 
might certainly riſe to ſuch a Meaſure of it, as 1 
her from many Apprehenſions of her Neighbours. Her Situa- 
tion for Trade is ſo convenient, and in Time of Peace Mo- 
ney is to be had there at fo low Intereſt, that without doubt 
their Merchants might carry on a much greater Commerce 
than they do, if they were not ſo fond of Banking, which 
though in ſome meaſure ad is in other ref 
very inconvenient to the State. Her Diſputes with the King 
of Sardinia has been always detrimental to her Intereſts, and of 
late had well nigh been deſtructive. The Peace of Aix la lle 
has compromiſed, or rather ſilenced thoſe Diſputes for a Time, 
which however may poſſibly make way for ſome new Alliance 
truly definitive in that reſpect, ſince without it one Power 
cannot be long eaſy, or the other ſecure. 


SECT. K. 


ſuccines Account of the Swiſs Cantons, their 
Allies and Subjects. 


** 


A ˙ A the Swiſs. 
A are placed in a Country which, though ſurrounded with 
Rocks, and in a manner inacceſſible, ech very conſiderable, 
and of great Conſcquence from its Situation, 


Their Dominions are bounded on the North by part of Alſace, 
the Black Foreſt, and the Circle of Suabia; on the Eaſt by the 
Country of Tyrol; on the South by the Duchies of Savey and 
Milan, by the Territories of Bergamo and Brgſcia; and on the 


Weſt by the Franche Compi?, iam commeniydtited, the 
County of Burgundy. 


It appears from hence that they have for Neighbours the 
Subjects of the Houſe of Auſtria, — France, 
<Vthe-Frinaob Sardinia, and the State of Fenice. We need no 


other Account to give us very high Notions of the Force and 
Bravery 


K . 


8 o. 
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this Nation, than the bare Obſervation, that they 
preſerved their Freedom in Spite, but have been 
idable to the moſt potent of their Neigh : 
is very far from bei 1 k 
hundred, and i little 
a bundred Miles. 3 
Before we proceed farther, it will be requiſite to give ſome 
Aceount of the Diſtribution of theſe People. The Inhabitants 
of Switzerland then may be divided into three Parts: Firſt, the 


＋ 4 ſo called, or the thirteen Cantons; which ſtapd 
In 


5 Switz. 6, Underwald. 7. Zug. 8. Claris. 9. Bazil or Beſs. 

burg. 11. Soluthurn. 12. Schaffhauſen. And 13. Appenzel, 
which the Proteſtant Cantons are Zurich, Bern, Bazil, and 
with above two Thirds of the Canton of Glaris, 
and more than half of Appenzel; the People in the reſt are all 


Roman Catholicks. 
Sus which are either 


_ the Cantons except Appenzel, which at that Time was not ad- 
mitted into the Alliance. Three other Bailliages in /taly, viz. 
Bellinzona, Valbrima, and Riviera, were conquered by the Can- 
tons of Zurich, Switz, and Under:cald, from the Dukes of Milan. 
The little Territory of Alſax, and the County of IZerdenbergh, 
both ſeated on the Rhine, belong, the former to the Canton of 
Zurich, and the latter to that of Glaris. The Bailliage of Goſ- 
teren bel to the Cantons of Switz and Glaris ; and the Can- 
tons of Bern and Friburg poileſs the four Bailliages of Morat, 
Graaten, Echelens, Swartzenburg, which they conquered from 
the Dukes of Savoy. | 2 
Thirdly, The Allies of the Sis, are the Griſans, who 
are divided into three Leagucs, that ot the Griſent, of the 
Houſe of Ged, and of the Ten Furiſdiftions. They are partly 
Proteſtants, and partly Papiſts, and-have-afo—z-confiteradic 


CT nn WH The Town and 
County of Neufchate!, of which we have ſhewn — 


large; if Length 67:07 


following Order. 1. Zurich. 2. Bern. 3. Lucern. 4. Ich, 


| 


* 4 


Ry 4% ] bbot 

King of Pruſſia is iep ; the A and 

Gal he — Republick e which the 
IWallis-Lard; the City and Republick of Geneva ; 
of Bienne or Biel, which is allied to the Canton 


Compaſs. There is hardly one of the Cantons, States, or Cities 
beforementioned, that agrees with another in point of Govern- 
ment; and indeed every kind of Government that ever was in- 
vented, is to be found amongſt them; yet they are all maintain- 
ed under their reſpective Forms, and in their reſpective Rights, 
from that common Love of Freedom and Juſtice, which prevails 
generally among the whole Nation. 

The —— of their is the moſt in 
its Appearance, naturally the barren in its Soil of 
in Europe; and yet by Dint of Labour and Cultivation, 7 
render it tolerably fruitful. All their Cities are well built, po- 
+ vhch i owing party wo their Indus and party to hate 
which is owing to their > to their 
Frugality. The Gentry of Switzerland, notwi ing what 
manly xierned of tram, con, acriity Gillis GR 
educated, and from their ſeeing foreign Countries, commonly 
well bred. Their Traders have great Privileges, and ſome of 
them are in wealthy Circumſtances ; and as for their 


being | eceſſity of 
* 
ſending out Numbers every Year to ſeek their Bread in foreign 


tries. 


As they are naturally of a martial Diſpoſition, and accuſtom- 


ed to Arms from their Youth, they uſ ſeek ſome fo- 
reign Service or other; thoſe of the Popiſh Cantons go into 
the French and Spaniſh Pay ; thoſe of the Proteſtants, and not 
a few of the Popiſh likewiſe, into that of the States General; 
but wherever they are, they have the Honour to be account- 
ed as good Troops as any in the World. After ſome Years 
Service more or leſs, according to their Contracts, the pri 

Men return home, though 1 TO" remain ſtill in forei 


Powers in Europe, and 
a were never beaten, or reduced to demand P 
any Power whatever; ſo that may be juſtly 

taking in their Situation and their Militia, as the moſt 


; 
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home, have alſo great 


pe 
Yet with all this Force 
to thoſe that live near them, fince th 
very beſt Neighbours in the World; 


have no Idea of Conqueſt, fuch Lovers of Juſtice, that 
the very Report of Oppreſſion will bring them to the Relief of 
the Diſtreſſed. By this means the City of Geneva has been often, 
2nd will probably be always protected againſt two very formi- 
dabie Powers, one the 1 
ambitious in Europe. 


entcrprizing, and the other the moſt 


France; but of this there ſeems to be at preſent very little Ap- 
pearance. For in the firſt place, it is net eaſy i» concave BY 
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was once, 
in the Gl Italy. the Reader — 
vi a 
with the lanners, Notions, and Deſigns of 
— ſince it is really a Thing in 1 their 


= dy — and which in its Nature is 

Danaatbatiee © any thing of this Kind can bo, and 
ought to be taken as a certain and eftabliſhed Truth, to 
however repugnant the Practices of Men have been, or 
it yet remains, and will ever remain unaltered in itſelf, and 


__ the Attention of thoſe, who from a rati 
and Principle of true + ap wiſh well 
kind, 

and 


15 


i 


; 


; 


defire rather to ſee them eaſy and happy, than 
and their Countries rich and flouriſhi 
barren and uncultivated, contrary to the Laws of G 


We have likewiſe ſeen what indeed 


from Hiſtory, what the real Sources are of that Conduct 
has hitherto counteracted, and will probably continue 
hinder their Concurrence in —_— this plain and 

We have ſeen in /taly what alſo 

in the North, in Germany, and indeed ev 
the Ambition of Princes, the Defire of aggrandizing 
auguſt Families, the pernicious Inclination of purſ 
vate and particular Views, inconſiſtent with Uni 
perity, and conſequently inconſiſtent with —— 
ſeduced thoſe who have the Power of 
to enter into Confederacies upon plauſible A 


07 
1 


could be ſeen no other 


$75 
1 
lt 


ly ſpeaking with a fallacious Promiſe o ſupporting that 


lity, Independency, and Tranquility they were real! 
Eat, Indy - and we have 22 how little 


and ars have been carried on, immenſe Trea- 
— e till 
—* downright Weakneſs and Wearineſs, all s have 
nenne 
and compaſſed the Means of reviving them again; 

we have feen that as fatal, and as fruitleſs, as theſe Contentions 
have been, the Seeds of them ftill remain, and we have too 
much Reaſon to fear will ſhoot once more even in our Times. 
We have ſcen this, but to what Purpoſe? To deſpair per- 


haps of ever ſeeing it it, but not to deſpair of hung 
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that Ruin of the Ballance of Power, that total Confuſion, and 
entire Subjection of this fine Country to the Luſts of an 
ambitious Family, prevented ; if not from a generous Zeal 
for Liberty, yet by 2 dextrous Management of repugnant In- 
tereſts, and combining the Views for private Advantages ſo as 
to anſwer, in ſome meaſure, the Ends of a virtuous and publick 
init; 
Pe ſee, and to underſtand this 


ways has been a Point of very high uence even to thoſe 
who have no other Concern in Matters of this Kind, than to 


know when they go wrong, and when right, what 
political Meaſures are undertaken ___ prudent and 
practicable Principles, when entered upon without due Conſi- 
deraticn, to anſwer ſome immediate, and yet unneceſſary End, 
or upon Grounds falſe or ſtudiouſly mi z this I call 
not only an entertaining, uſeful, and noble Part of Knowledge, 
in compariſon of thoſe little mean and trifling Studies that 
frequently take up a great deal of Time, without adorning or 
elevating the Mind, but alſo a weighty and important Science, 
becauſe it puts it in our Power to be a Check upon thoſe 
who have the Direction of our Finances and naval Power, 
to diſcover their Miſtakes, or their wilfully ſacrificing nation- 
al Concerns to miniſterial Intereſts, and on the other hand 
es us the Capacity of exploding the plauſible of 
ſe Patriots, who by a theatrical very, and pathetick Dic- 
Se 
fions againſt thoſe whoſe Conduct, for want of proper l. ights, 
it is impoſſible for them to underſtand. We may therefore be 
convinced, that how vain a thing ſoever it may be to hope, 
that political Perfection from Men in publick Office, which is 
never to be expected among them, conſidered in their private Ca- 
pacities, yet it is really worth while to know wherein that Per- 
ſection conſiſts, and the Methods by which it may be approach- 
ed, tho” not abſolutely attained. 

But to reſume our Subject. Thoſe who have truly at Heart 
the maintaining the Ballance in Itah, muſt be ſure to have it 
conſtantly in their Eye, and to watch carefully all the Steps 
that may be purſued to ſubvert it. It is true, that Steps of this 
Kind may be taken without uy Breach of Treaties, 
and in that caſe, it may not be poſſible to prevent them, 

not prudent to intermeddle with them ; but it may 

very reaſonable to remonſtrate to ſuch of the Italian Powers 
as are neutral in ſuch Tranſactions, the Conſequences that 
may attend them, to which thoſe Powers would willingly 
Hh 3 hearkcn, 


My, ſtill is, and al- 


proper 
Evils as are juſtly feared from them; 
expoſed to ſo it is impoſſible 
in conſidering and comprehending 


— 


Sm he firs a tolerable Proviſion made for the Support 
the true Intereſts of [taly, he will follow the Example of his 
Anceſtors, and recur to the Intereſts of his true Friends, and 
the Maintenance of the old Cauſe with Pleaſure. There can 
be no queſtion that the Stuiſ: Cantons and their Allies would 
countenance ſuch a Deſign to the utmoſt of their Power ; and 
if it ſhould be ſi that they thrive by Wars, the Anſwer 
is obvious, provided thoſe Wars are at a Diftance, and con- 
ſ-quently not in ay. A defenſive Alliance like this might 
have always Strength ſufficient to keep the Ballance even, by 
Joining their Forces to thoſe of the weaker Side, diſclaimi 
all ambitious Deſigns of Conqueſt, and preſcribing as the 
Terms of Peace, every State's being contented with its own 
Dominions. One ſucceſsful Trial of this Sort would be ſuffi- 
cient; for when certain reſtleſs and ambitious Powers faw an 
Alliance ſubſiſting upon ſuch Principles, they would judge it 
proper not only to ſubmit to, but alſo to fulfil their Ta 
2 L hing otherwiſe not to be expected. 


The 
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The only formidable Objection that can be made to this 
Scheme, is the Want of external Aſſiſtance of Force and Mo- 
ney, becauſe Experience ſhews, that the beſt diſpoſed States 
in Italy are not inclined to riſque their own Safety, by entering 
into a League for theſe ſalutaty Purpoſes, to countenance which, 
however, ſome ſucceſsful Precedents might be mentioned in 
former Times. But the true Solution of this Difficulty muſt 
ariſe from ſhewing, that there are in Euripe certain Fowers, 
that have no other foreign Intereſts but that of ſupporting the 
Ballance, and that in t is they have fo near a Concern, as to 
render them always willing to venture both their Forces and 
their Treaſures to preſerve the Freedom and Independency of 
their Neighbours and Allies. And this fully obviates the Ob- 
jection, and plainly proves that it is not only poſſible, but 

to the Peace and promote the Proſperity 
of Italy, in caſe thoſe /talian Potentates that have no private 
In incompatible with that of the Publick, will exert 
themſelves, and concur to make ſuch Meaſures effeftual as are 
requiſite for their own Preſervation. To be Spectators of Miſ- 
chicfs they cannot prevent, dy r 
but to look upon a Fire at its breaking out, without 
the Means to quench it which are in their own Hands, ti 
the Conflagration becomes irreſiſtible, is Madneſs and Folly, 
an] therefore not to be ſuſpected in thoſe Governments, which 
have been for Ages celebrated for a Adherence to wiſe 
Maxims. But it is now high Time to leave ahh, the Inte- 
reſts of which have been ſo y diſcuſſed for Reaſons al- 
ready aſſigned, and which to the ingenious and well-meaning 
Reader cannot but prove ſatisfactory; and to proceed without 
Delay to what remains, in order to compleat our political View 
of the Intereſts of Chriſtendom. 

This leads us to ſpeak of the Maritime Powers, and firſt of 
that Republick, who tho' the laſt erected, is by far the moſt 
werful in Europe, the UxiTED ProvinCEs, and then, by 
Vay of Concluſion, of the foreign Intere/ts of GREAT Bri- 
Alx. Theſe were deſigned to be the laſt Chapters of the 
Book, becauſe our Intention was not barely to amuſe and en- 
tertain the Reader with hiftorical Relations and political Re- 
marks, but to make them ſubſervient to more uſeful b 
by inſpiring a true Senſe of what is meant by PusLIick LI- 
BERTY, the INDEPENDENCY of Exo, and the Common 
Cavusz; Terms that ought by no means to be confounded 
with the Cant Mordi of a Party, calculated to amuſe the Minds, 
bewilder the Underſtandings, and inflame the Paſſions of the 

Hh 4 Vulgar; 
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JV. but decent and proper Expreſſions of Things that con- 
—_—_— the Safety and Proſperi I . which 
it behoves thoſe who aim at diſtingui RN 
Herd, clearly to comprehend, thoroughly to digeſt, zeal 
to maintain, as far as their Sphere of Action extends. Ha 
the Man! who in an ;% that ie ould be generally en, 
De 

y comprehended. We might then — 2 
divine Spirit revived, which once ed us in the 
of our Maritime Power, to break the Chains of Europe, to 
burn the Beard, as Sir Francis Drake pleaſantly called it, of that 
Catholick King who formed the wiſeſt Plan of univerſal Empire ; 
to baffle, with the Afftance of Heaven (ever to be expected in 


de Z, Ae, BABELS) his invincible Armada, and to 
the Poor STATES of HoLLAND, till they 
High * 


And how this came to paſs, will be ſhewn 
in the enſuing Chapter. | 


CH AP. XIV. 


A fuccinft Account of the Riſe, Progreſs, and Efta- 
bliſhment of the Republick of the United Provinces; 
the Sources of the amazing Succeſs of its Subjefts 


in Commerce, and the quick Growth of their 
Naval Power; the Nature of tbeir dameſtict Go- 


vernment truly ſtated, and their real Intereſts 
with regard to the reſt of the Powers of Europe 
impartially confidered. 


N the Declenſion of that Empire which 
erected in the Weſt, the Countries of Lower Germany, 
which had made a Part of it, fell under different Modes of 
Government, in reſpect to the Title of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, 
and ſome Points of Form in regard to the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs, but with reſpect to "i Principles of 
Tn. the Ge: 28 io to thy, the Goon 

ames upon them the ſupreme Digni Conſent 
of the People, to which were eq al « both for 


their Power and for their les, thre being nothing clearer 


4. 
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in Hiſtory, than that the Inhabitants of theſe Countries had 
ever high Notions of Liberty, and would no farther ſubmit to 
Rule, chan they thought requiſite for their own Good. It was 
with this View, that they were content to have one ſupreme 
Magiſtrate, who was to preſide in their Councils in Times of 
Peace, and to be at the Head of their Forces in the Field when 
they were obliged to make War ; but the Regulation of civil 
Aﬀurs, by repealing old, and making new Laws, and the 
Power of giving, raiſing, and appropriating the publick Re- 
venues, was in the General Aﬀembly of the States, compolcd of 
the Nobility, Clergy, and Cities. 

Theſe Provinces, according to the common Computation, 
were ſeventcen in Number, viz. four Dukedoms, Brabant, 
Limburg, Luxemburg, and Gueldres ; ſeven Earldoms, Flanders, 
Artois, Hainault, Holland, Zealand, Namur, and Zutphen ; 
five Lordſhips, Frieſſand, Malines, Uirecht, Overyſſell, and Gre- 
ningen ; and A which has the Title of Marquiſate of the 
Raman Empire. Provinces were anciently ruled, each 
by its Prince or Lord, but afterwards ſeveral of them were 
either by Inheritance, Marri or Contract, united 
till of them fell to the of the Houſe of Eur 
from whence they came to the Houſe of Auſtria, by the Mar- 
riage of Maximilian I. who had eſpouſed Mary the only 
Daughter of Charles firnamed the Hardy; and were afterwards 
all united under Charles V. who governed them in Peace and 
Proſperity. He was a Native of Ghent, and had both a paternal 
and fraternal Aﬀection for 1 of 1 s, and 
therefore met with a reci Return of Duty and Loyalty 
from them. ; 

His Son and Succeſſor to the Crown of Spain, and the Poſ- 
feſhon of the Low-Countries, Philip II. was by no means of his 
Diſpoiition, but beheld in the Light of dedition whatever 
croſſed his abſolute Will and Pleaſure; though in forming his 
Reſolutions he had ſhewn ever fo little Regard to the Laws and 
Libertics of his Subjects. He conceived the higheſt Prejudice 
againſt the Inhabitants of the Low-Countries before he quitted 
them, for he was there at the Time of his Father's Reſignation, 
on Account of the Application made to him by the States, 
that he would withdraw the foreign Troops, confide the De- 
fence of the Fortreſſes to the national Forces, and beſtow all 
Places of Truſt and Profit upon the Natives. He is ackn- wledged 
to have been a conſummate Politician; but ſuch as allow him 
this Character, muſt of neceſſity except his Conduct in the Low- 
Cæuntries, which was certainly the very reverſe. He dit- 

obliged 
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obliged the People to ſuch a Degree, as to ſpread amon 

2 — Spirit of Diſaffection, and at the ſame * 
them a Head, by mal ing the Prince of Orange in ſuch a 
manner, as no Man of his could endure. 

love refined Strokes in Government, have ſuggeſted that King 
Philip did all this by Deſign, in hopes of becoming abſolute 
Maſter of the Provinces, and enjoying beſides the confiſcated 
Eftates of the Prince, which were very large, and of great 
Value. If it was poſſible to believe this true, it might with 
Juſtice be faid, that the King was as much diſappointed as he 
deferved to be. The Severity of thoſe he intruſted with the 
Government, drove the People to take up Arms; and the 
Prince of Orange, who could not fee his Country ruincd, and 
his Countrymen deſtroyed without Regret, reſented at laſt their 
il Uſage and his own with fo much Spirit, as laid the Foun- 
dation of the People's Liberties, and of the Grandeur of his 
Succeſſors. 

William of Naſſau, the firſt of that Name, Prince of Orange, 
to whom Cardinal Grenvelle gave the Sirname of the Silent, 
be juſtly ftiled the Founder of this Republick. He was 
wed with great Qualities by Nature, which were improved 
conſtant Study, and an excellent Education, in which he 
the Emperor Charles V. for his Tutor, who took him for 
Page when he was twelve Years old, whom he ſerved for 
F with the Se- 
crets of State, at an Age others could have com- 
prehended them. He p him at the Age of two and 
to all his old Generals, and gave him the Command 
an Army when his Affairs were in the moſt critical Situa- 
tion. If it was ſurprizing that fo wiſe and great a Monarch 
ſhould have ſuch a Confidence in a Perſon fo young, it is ftill 
more ſurprizing that he ſhould juſtify that Confidence by his 
Behaviour, more eſpecially when he had to do with the ableſt 
and moſt experienced Officers of that Age. He was born to 
a great Succeſſion in Germany, the Lau- Countries, the County 
of Burgundy, and in France, and coming early to fo large a 
Fortune, he lived with that Magniticence with which it ena- 
bled him to live, and added Luſtre to the Court from which 
he received the Honours due to his Birth, and nothing more. 
He had 2 Magnanimity that neither Proſperity could elate, 
or Adverſity depreſs ; his Wiſdom enabled him to act in all 
Situations ; he was never wanting in his Duty to his Prince, 
till his Prince rendered that Duty a Folly, by withdrawing 
his Protection, and laying Snares for his Life; his ts 
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nerous Conternpt of 

tune for thcir Preſervation. With all theſe Virtues he could not 
eſcape Envy ; but he did more, he triumphed over it ; he bore 
with the calling in the Archduke Matthias, and then with a 
Prince of the Blood of France, as willing to yield to any thi 
that mi ght ſave his Country from ion; and when 
Hopes were found vain, he was content to take up things, def- 
perate as they were, and by his Prudence laid the Foundation of 
the publick Freedom, by engaging the Provinces of Gueldres, 
Hoalland, Zealand, Friefland, and Utrecht, to aſſociate for their 
mutual Safety in 1579. 

The = Difficulty in mann People free, who have 
felt the Weight of Tyranny only for a ſhort Time, does not 
conſiſt ſo much in perſuading them to hazard their Lives and 
Fortunes, by taking up Arms againſt their Oppreſſors, as in 
prevailing on them to ſubmit to ſuch ions as are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for conducting their irs to a 
The Prince of Orange experienced this from the 
ning of the Civil Wars in the Low-Cowuntrics, to 
his Demiſe. He felt it however moſt towards the Cloſe 
Life, when the Duke of Alencon, by his 
Attempt upon Anttberp, excited the People to abhor the French 
as much as they had ever done the Spanzards. In the 
of the States 3 at Dart, it was with extreme Difficulty 
that he prevented them from diſcovering their Keſentment with- 
out reſerve, by repreſenting that it was not only impoſſible 
for them to think of reſiſting both the French and Spaniard;, but 
likewiſe, that the only probable Means of defending themſelves 
againft the latter, was by ſecuring the Friendſhip and Protection 
of the former. Some mention was made in this Aſſembly 
of giving the Title of Count of Helland, with all the Pre- 
rogatives annexed to it, to the Prince of Orange; but the 
States were too fond of their Sovereignty to liſten to any ſuch 
thing; and thoſe who were Enemics to his Serene Highneſs 
and his Family, have taken care to repreſent this to Pottcrity, 
as a direct Proof of his boundleſs Ambition, which conſidering 
the limited Authority of thoſe Princes, and the extreme Danger 
the People were in of being reduced Force of Arms under 
the abſolute Power of the Ning of Spain, is à very unjuſt Im- 


putation, 


carry things too far, if we 
All that he could obtain of that 


was brought to the Prince of Orange, by a Perſon who aſſumed 
Name of Francis Guyon, and to be the Son of one 


eligion this young 
- His Highneſs had em- 
ffairs of . — 148. he had 
i with great iligence ntegrity. His 
was Balthazar Gerhard, a native of — and 
of -ſeven, a Man of a determined Spirit, 
Difſimulation, a furious Papiſt. He took the Ad- 

the Prince was juſt riſen from his Dinner, in his 
and was calling for a Standiſh in order to fign 
is Man to take another Journey, to — 
ith three Bullets directly againſt his Highneſs's 
Wound he immediately died without ſpeak- 
The daring Aſſaſſin had taken his Meaſures 
with ity, and was very near effect- 
NE 
i would perform the ſame Thing; 
is he not only perſiſted th dont off dis Trans 
even in the Midſt of thoſe Torments, in which he 
is miſcrable Life, without ever owning a Syllable of 
Confpiracy of which he was barely the Executioner. Moſt 
the Dutch Writers this Murder upon the Spamards, 
indeed not without Reaſon, ſince by an Edict dated March 
th, 1580, Philip II. had proſcribed the Prince of Orange, 
ded him with all the Crimes imaginable, expreſſed in the 
roſſeſt Language, and ifing Pardons, Honours and Re- 
wards to any who would diſpatch 2 But others, conſidering 
Juncture in which he died, believe, that Baltlazar re- 
ceived his Inſtructions in a Language more familiar to that 
Country than 5. However that Matter may be, it is 
certain that the Death of this great Man, who was always the 
Darling of the People, and whoſe Maxim it was that Happi- 
nels ought to be cxtended to all Ranks and Degrees, 29 
On- 
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Conſciences of Men ſhould be free, and that whatever was 


their Patron and their Friend, the Soldiers who had loſt an 
cer, who without Severity maintained moſt ſtrict Diſcipli 
and the Friends to rational Liberty, who in loſing him 
prehenſive they had loft all, deplored him with | 
Such was the End of I illiam oe Ny ns 
10, 1584, in the fifty-ſecond Year of his Age. 
he Gates General, as ſoon as the Prince of 
dead, declared themſelves Sovereigns of the United 
th 


and after thus opportunely ſecuring the ſupreme A 
Condeſcenſion to the general Grief of their Subj 


uthority, in 


Provinces, 


the Funeral of the deceaſed Prince with great , and 
decreed the higheſt Honours to his Memory. His Highneſs 
had been four times married, and had Children by each of his 
Wives. By his firſt, Anne Daughter to Count Egmont, he had 


Philip Count de Buren, and a 
Count Hohenloe. his ſecond, 

Elector of Saxony, he had Count 
Emilia, who married Emanuel, Son to Don Antonio, 


niards deprived of the way 4 of Portugal. 

_ de Bourbon, of the Houſe of e 
Daughters. And by his laſt Wife, Louiſa de Caligny, 
to the Admiral of France, he had a Son Henry Frederic 
he left in his Cradle. Philip Prince of Orange at the 
of his Father was a Priſoner in Spain; Count Maurice 
the Age of eighteen, was taken from his Studies, 
Governor of Halland and Zealand, and the N of the 
of Orange, William de Naſſau, was declared Stadtholder of 
Friefland, from ion i 

lineally deſcended. The States General found the Authority 
they had aſſumed, in a ſhort time very ſeverely ſhaken, by the 
Progreſs which the Duke of Parma made, in taking 2 


Places of Importance, and at length —_— 


; 
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he reduced after a long Blockade. Theſe Misfortunes, which 
were very near overturning their new ick, 
how great their Loſs was in that Prince, whoſe civil Skill and 
military Prudence was the real Source both of their Power and 
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[ 479 ] 
turned to England, leaving the Dutch Affairs in a much worſe 
Condition than he found them. 

As ſoon as the Earl was gone, the States General, at the Per- 
ſuaſion of their Penſionary Barnevelt, declared Prince Afawrice 
their Captain-General, and made his Brother-in-law Count 
Habenlac his Lieutenant, which gave great Offence to the Court 
of England, but was undoubtedly a very right Step with 
to their own Affairs. But Leiceſter, who had ſtill as great 
dit as ever with the Queen his Miſtreſs, and was very fond of 
the Title of Excellency, and the Power he enjoyed in Holland, 
reſolved to return wang Fg a which * States, who 
depended u ueen Elizabeth's ce, could not prevent, 
and were — * to admit him, and reſtore him in a 

meaſure to his Authority, which he managed worſe than 

ore, and thereby con the Suſpicions which the States 
had entertained, on account of ſome of his Creatures betraying 
the Places with which he had entruſted them to the , 
He made two or three unſucceſsful Attempts to relieve „and 
the ſame ill Fate followed him in all his Undertakings; ſo 
he quite loſt his military Character, if indeed he was ever 
eſteemed a good Officer. By this Time the States had diſcover- 
ed their Mittake, and that their Complaints againſt him would 
not want powerful Patrons, which encouraged them to deal 
roundly with him, and plainly with his Miſtreſs, who thereu 
recalled him, and appointed the Lord W/illeughby, an honeſt 
and a good Officer, to command her Forces in the Low Caun- 
tries. All Hiſtorians agree, that a little before his 
Leiceſter encouraged a Conſpiracy at Leyden, which coſt ſome 
People their Lives. He is accuſed by ſome foreign Writers of 
attempting to make a Peace between Spain and England at the 
Expence of the Dutch, but the Proofs of this have not been as 
produced. There is yet another Charge in Camden, which I 
ſhould not mention, but for its not appearing in any of the 
Tranſlations of his Annals, or even in any Edition of the ori- 
ginal Latin, except that of Hearne, printed from a Copy cor- 
rected with the + uthor's own Hand. This is, that he 
had framed a Deſign of ſeizing Prince Maurice of Naſſau, and 
the Penſionary Barnevelt, and ſending them Priſoners over into 
England. Whatever the Faults of this Engi iſb Stadtholder might 
be, the Engliſh Troops, and the Enghiſh Money, did the States 
mol? uſeful} and acceptable Service, as themſelves very fully ac- 
knowledge, and in fome meaſure repaid, when by a Stratagem 
in 1588 they contributed not a little to the Deſtruction of the 
Saniſb invincible Armada, in which they were true to our In- 
tereſts and their own. 


The 
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The Neceſſity were under of having 2 Perſon of 4;8; 

guiſhed — ey Head of their * and the 1 2 
that Count Maurice of Naſſau, for ſo he called himſelf while his 
Elder Brother lived, though he is generally ſtiled by Hiſtorians 
Prince Maurice, induced the States | an | to conhde their Ar- 
mies to him in the fame manner as to his Father. He was in- 
deed the true Succeffor to his Virtues and Abilities ; which is 
not at all ſtrange, ſince from his firſt Appearance in the World, 


he made it his ſole Study to copy that noble Character, 

able to his Device, which was a Tree cut to the Stumps, with 
2 Shoot growing out on one Side, with this Motto, Tandem fit 
feerculus arbor. It has been already obſerved, that he entered 
into the publick Service at ſeventeen, and at the Age of twenty- 
one he had the ſupreme Command. He ſhewed himſelf at that 
Time not at all inferior to the Duke of Parma, who had been 


ance i 

with ſo much Cĩircumſpection, as to ſhew that he did not depend 
either Fortune or Force, but upon military Skill. He 
ftudied old Authors carefully, and more eſpecially the Writings 
of Ceſar, upon which it is ſaid, that ſeveral of his Expeditions 
_—— be — , 27 Commentaries. His 2 anſwer- 
le to his and his Abilities; in the of twenty 
Years he took forty Cities and Towns of Con and 
beat the Spaniards thrice in the Field with great Diſproportion 
of Numbers, and under ſome other Diſadvantages. As his 
laid the Foundation, ſo this Prince raiſed the Fabrick of 
Dutch Republick, delivered them from the Fear of their 
Enemies, and gained them the Title, as well as gave them the 

Power, of a free and independent State. 

In his Time, however, thoſe Diviſions aroſe which ſubſiſted 
erer after, and which many think are not yet extinguiſhed in 
tat Commonwealth. As there is no forming any Idea of the 
Domeſtick Intereſts of the United Provinces, without having 
juſt Notions of the Principles to which both Parties have pre- 
tended, during theſe lon Diſpures ; it will be neceſſary to treat 
tdis Matter freely and fully, at leaſt ſo far as is conſiſtent with the 
Bounds that are preſcribed to this Work ; 2 any hw 
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judice againſt one, or Prepoſſeſſion in favour of the other , 
* 


both hav ing in certain Circumſtances ſhewn themſclves eq 
to blame. 

The Civil War in the Lew-Countries having now laſted full forty 
Years, and brought inexpreſſible Miferies as well on the Subjects 
of the States General, as on thoſe who remained under the Obe- 
dience of the Houſe of Auſtria, the wiſer and better Part of the 
People on both Sides were inclined to an Accommodation. 
This was by no means agreeable to Prince Maurice, who appre- 
hended a Diminution of his Power was the principal Object 
aimed at, by thoſe who were for pacific Meaſꝭ ves among the 
Dutch. At firſt the French King Henry the Fourth was againſt 
this Paci fication, but the Penſionary Barnevelt having 
to him by the Miniſters of the Republick at Paris, that they 
were no longer able to carry on the War, without running 
every Year in Debt, that by Degrees the very Intereſt of the 
Debts muſt become a heavy » from which it was impoſ- 
ſible to deliver themſelves, as many had lent their whole For- 
tunes to the Publick, and had no other Subſiſtence 
receiving their Intereſt regularly; the French Ki 
convinced, promoted that Meaſure all 
Truce was concluded in 1609 for twel 
the Republick was left free, and in full Po 
minions which had been acquired during 
the Diſputes between Prince Maurice with thoſe who 


Liberty, which they conſidered as equally loſt, 
ſubmitted to the Sovereignty of one of their own 
or a Stranger. 

It happened very unluckily for the publick Tranquility, that 
at this Time there aroſe religious Diſputes about the Doctrines 
cf Grace and Predeſtination, which divided the whole Nation 
into two Parties, under the Title of Arminians and Gomarifts. 
The Pen Barnevelt was in the Sentiments of the former, 
but out of regard to the Peace of his Country, was inclined 
to have ſtifled theſe Diſputes by a publick Edict, which Prince 
Maurice and his Party who took the contrary Side prevented ; 
and laying hold of this ity, inflamed the Minds of the 
Populace to the higheſt Degree, by repreſenting the Arminians 
as ſecretly inclined io the Spantards ; and under theſe and other 
Pretences, making uſe of the Attachment of the Army to his 
Perſon, the Prince ** = 

1 vil 


14821 
4 „ by changing re are of Cities at his 
as to gain an ute Alcendency in the Aſſembly 
of Bron Gant 
The Death of Philip Prince of Orange in 1618 without 
having added to the Titles the Credit and the Fortune of the 
Stadtholder, he reſolved to puſh Things to Extremities againft 


his Adverfaries, and therefore cauſed Penſi Barnevelt to be 
arreſted ; as alſo, Mr. Fuguerbeets P of Leiden, Hugo 
Grotius of Rotterdam, and the Sieur de Le 


Secretary to the States of Utrecht, all Perſons ly diſtinguiſh. 
ed by their Capacities, and by their Probity. theſe, Barnevelt 
only was made a Sacrifice, being accuſed of the moſt enormous 
Crimes, before Judges who acted by Commiſſion from the States 
General, who in reality had no Juriſdiction over him, if he 
had been ever fo guilty, the States of Holland being his ſole 
Judges ; but they having taken him under their ſpecial Protec- 
tion, were not like to ſerve the Purpoſes of his ies, who 
and executed him the next Day. he was upwards of ſeven- 
ty, he died with the fame Calmneſs and he ſhewed in 
all the Actions of his Life, and his Death produced the direct 
contrary Effect to that which was expected from it. 

Prince Maurice of Orange found his Authority more generally 
iſliked than ever, and by none fo much as thoſe who had aſſiſted 
violently in the Perſecution of the Penſionary. He faw that he 
was no longer popular, and upon the breaking out again of the 
War in 1621, he perceived that he was forſaken by his good 
Fortune. An Attempt which he made for ſurprizing Artwery 
failed, though he thought the Deſign fo well laid as to ſay, that 
God only could diſappoint it; he ſaw his own Town of Breda 
taken by /mbroſe Spirela, the Relief of which he attempted with- 
out Succeſs; and by reflecting on his Reverſe of Fe rtune, he firſt 
loſt that even Temper for which he had been always famous, and 
then his Health; ſo that broken with Care and Sickneſs, he 
breathed his laſt in the Spring of the Year 1625, in the fifty- 
third Year of his Age. His. Enemies allow this Prince to have 
had great Virtues; and, except his Ambition and Averſion to 

few or no Vices. He left behind him a natural Son 
Mr. de Beververt, who was Governor of Bolduc, a Gentleman 
of great Parts and Courage, who lived and died with unſpotted 
Reputation ; one of whoſe Daughters married the Earl of Offory, 
by whom ſhe was Mother to the late Duke of Orr ond, and the 
preſent Earl of Arran; and the other Henry Earl of Arlington, 
Secretary of State in the Reign „%% 
rince 


Prince Henry Frederick, the youngeſt Son of William the firſt 
Prince of Orange, ſucceeded by the Death of hi 
to all the Eſtates, Titles, and Dignities of hi 
that Time about forty Years of Age, having ſerved the 
their Armies in a manner from his Childhood, and yet 
riſen no higher than a Colonel of Horſe, till he ſucceeded to the 
ſupreme Command. He had in the Time of his Brother's Ad- 
miniſtration given frequent Teſtimonies of hi 
Conduct, and yet it does not appear that thoſe 
Government had any Idea of his being near fo 
really was. It is ſuggeſted by De Mitt, and 
worthy of fo 2 lan, that the Difficulties the two Brothers 
Maurice and Henry had to ſtruggle with in their Youth, and 
that Circumſpection with which they were obliged to behave, 
had very good Effects, and was a principal of 
quiring thoſe great Accompliſhments, by which they raiſed 
own Credit fo high, and rendered ſuch uſeful Services 
Country. In 1626 the Prince of Orange took Oldenſeel, 
fame Year Vice Admiral Hein made himſelf 
Spaniſh Fleet in the Bay of All Saints in Brazil. 
Prince took Grol, in the Sight of a Span Army, 
attack him in his Intrenchments ; and towards the 
fame Year, the Vice Admiral beforementioned took the 
Spaniſh Plate Fleet, with five Millions Sterling on board. In 1 
the Stadtholder reduced Bolduc, a Place of great Strength as 

which Prince Maurice had in vain; 
this notwithſtanding the Spaniards made an ion into the 
Country about Utrecht, wrt Laps the beſt in his 
— 6 ves, to defire him to raiſe the 
iege; but he was © inion that a ravaged Country was not 
. Fortreſs gained was a great Acquiſition ; 
beſides, by ſurprizing Yezel, where the Spamards had all their 
Magazines, he them to retire in haſte, and to the 
Character of an excellent Officer, added that of 
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General happy 


Henry, Prince of Orange, married Amelia 
Count de Solms, by whom he had a Son, Prince 


the Survivancy of all his Employments to the Prince his Son, 

0 m_ in a Gold Box, tho' he was 

not quite five Years old, which was an 
Iiz — 


b 


of his 
oderation ; and as fome Writers fav, this 
— | Counſels of his Mother-in-law the Princeſs 

wager of Orange, who had been always a true Friend to 
Barnevelt, and had there 2 Influence over his Party. 
In 1632, he took Rur emed, Venlo, and Strale, beſieged Mac- 
firicht, and having beat Papperheim, made himiclf Maſter of 
that important Place. The next Year he took Rh:inberg. There 
was indeed ſcarce a Year during the Continuance ot his Lite, 
which was not diſtinguiſhed by ſome remarkable Event, and 
amongſt theſe we may reckon his Uſage of the powerful Cardi- 
nal de Richliew, who debauched the Sieur de Mallemberg from 
his Duty, and him for a Sum of Money to deliver up 
the Citadel and Principality of Orange, of which he was Go- 
vernor; the Prince having Intelligence of this, ſent one Co- 
lonel Kaut to Orange, who killed M ultemberg in a private 
Houſe where he went to Dinner, and then produced the Prince's 
Orders, and took the Command of the Caſtle, by which that 
Contrivance was-defeated. After this he gave the Cardinal 
repeated Marks of his Reſentment, which in ſpite of all his 
Pride he was forced to diſſemble and digeſt, and having en- 
gaged in an offenſive Alliance with the States, gave Inftruc- 
tions to two Marſhals of France, upon their Junction with the 
Dutch to obey the Orders of the Prince of Orange. In 
1637, the French Ambaſſador in a fet Speech gave him the Title 
of Highneſs inſtead of Excellency, and his Example was followed 

the Ambaſſadors of all the other Courts of Europe. The ſame 

ear he recovered by a vigorous Siege. his own Town of 
Breda, in which Siege the French Ambaſſador, who to ſhew his 
Reſpect for the Prince Stadtholder, ſerving at the Head of his 
own Regiment, was unfortunately killed. In 1639, the Spaniſb 
Fleet was defeated and deſtroyed on the Coaſt of England by 
Admiral Tromp. 

In 1641, Prince 1/7{{um married the Princeſs Mary, Daugh- 
ter to Charles J. King of Great Britain, with great Pomp and 
Splendor, and in Honour of this Marriage he had the Province 
of Frieſſand added to his Government, or rather to the Sur- 
vivorſhip. In 1644, Prince Frederick Henry made himſelf 
Maſter of Sas-van-Ghent, and the Year following he took 
Hul/t, which in thoſe Days was looked upon as a Place of great 
Strength and Importance. In a word, his whole Adminiſtra- 
tion was cqually glorious from the Beginning to the End, and 
might have been till more fo, if thoſe who cnvied his * 
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and Greatneſs, had not taken all imaginable Care to prevent 
his extending his Conqueſts in — — oY nn and 
Abilities, and —.* hindered him ucing Antwerp ; 
wnich was of all Things what he moſt defired. He 
March 14, 1647, and was buried with great — Glo 
one who had ed well of his Country, who 
ry and Influence to that Liberty which it received from 
Father, and that Security which reſulted from the Labours 
his Brother. De Mitt informs us, that there were 
reptoached him with his Profuſeneſs and Luxury, after 
to the Poſſeſſion of the Principality of Orange, and the v 
reditary Eſtates of his Family, as alſo with his Lewdneſs, i 
which he did not uſe much Diſſimulation; and above all, 
Ambition, which induced him to keep up a great Army, i 
might extend his Glory by his -_— 
Power by the Continuance of the War. It 
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this being at his own was a Benefit rather than a Pre- 
judice to the Publick. left behind him a natural Son, the 
Sieur Zuyleſtein, whoſe Deſcendents are at this Time Peers of 


Great Britain, and ſecured to his lawful Son the 
that had been enjoyed by his illuſtrious Predeceſſors. 

In the Year following the Death of Prince Frederick 
the States General concluded at Minſter a Peace with the 
of Spain, without any to the Endeavours of the # 
King and the Prince of Orange, to difluade them ; 
believed to have been owing to the Suſpicions they — 
entertaĩn of both, rer 
having France for a Neighbour, and the Spirit of the young 
Stadtholder, who had been accuſtomed to Authority, and to 

- beſides” had 


1 


ing the Army, 
is ſuppoſed that he did this merely N his o 
by moſt of the Dutch Hiſtorians, "but it is 
— OR it, which — 2 
ates to his Opinion. He ſaid it was — 
were ſafe at preſent, to diſmiſs thoſe who had 
Safety with their Blood ; that this was ftill more 
conſidering the War continued between 4 and 
who might take Advantage 1 . 
13 
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Contempt, that 
— 12 Orders Bod 
and to a of Troops to 
- but the Poſt- Hcl 
Citizens, who | 


ived the Name of Louveftern. In all Proba- 

Differences would have been revived, if the Prince 
ill of the Small-pox, which | 

Months after his Deceaſe, Ne- | 

50, his Widow the Princeſs was delivered of 

Filliam, who became in Proceſs 

King of Great Britain. 


Government, 

then reſume cur Hiſtory, uſe it is 
lieved the United Provinces came to the Height of their Proſpe- 
rity not long after the Death of Prince Milliam II. and in review- 
ing theſe Points, we will be as clear, as conciſe, and as im- 
partial as is in our Power, which is ſo much the more neceſ- 
| fary, becauſe few of the many Writers who have already 
mentioned this Subject, have treated it in this Manner, but have 
either given way to their Prejudices, or have thrown together 
Facts and Dates, without giving themſelves much Pain, 2 
to their Importance or Connection ; whereas in order to 
render a Work of this Kind uſeful, it is abſolutely requiſite 


that due Attention be paid to both, and Matters not = 


Form continucd likewiſe when they 
minions of his Catholick Majeſty ; for as the Prince of Orange 
juſtly obſerved in his Apology, whatever Title that Monarch 
might aſſume, either in Spain or in the Indies, he was no more 
than Earl of Helland, or of Flanders. At the Time Philip II. 
left thoſe Provinces, he conſtituted the Pri of Orange 
Governor of four of them, the Flemiſh Word is Stadtholder 
which Ne with Lieutenant, and the 
ower, with which they were veſted « Ape 


hen therefore they threw off the Yoke of 
ſhould 


this was the very Reaſoning that De Hitt uſed for aboliſhing that 
Office alſo — the Death of William II. 
The Treaty of Union concluded in 1579, at Utrecht, was 
a of ſo many different Republicks, as there were 
Provinces that entered into it, and the States General were 
properly and diſtinctly the States of all theſe Provinces taken 
together; but becauſe ſuch a Meeting was inconvenient, and 
for other Reaſons likewiſe, a kind of Committee compoſed of 
Deputies from each of the States was appointed to fit at the 
Hague, and theſe have been ſince ſtiled the States General, tho? 
in Reality they are rather the Repreſentatives of the States 
General, „ They 
14 have 
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have purſuant to 2 of their new Conſtitution, ſuch Power 
as are requilite Management of publick Afﬀai 

have alſo the Government of thoſe Toons and — ha 
belong to the Republick, and yet are not within any of the 
confederated Provinces, and many other Prerogatives ; and for 
the better Management of ſuch a Variety of important 

they commit Part of the Adminiſtration to a Council of State. 
But whereas in the Aſſembly of the States General there ate no 
more Votes than there are Provinces, whatever the Number of 
Members may be wko compoſe that Aﬀembly ; in the Council 
of State, it is otherwiſe, and tho? ſome Provinces fend there 
two ies, and others but one, yet every Member has a 
diſtinct Vote. But after all, with reſpect to the 
of Sovereignty, they ſtill remain in the States of Province, 
who make War and Peace, coin Money, and raiſe Taxes 
within their own Territories, as they think fit. As each Pro- 
vince has its own States, ſo each has alſo a Council of State, 
and the fame Kind of Government prevails likewiſe in the 
Cities, fo that they are all in ſome meaſure independent Repub- 
licks. From this View of the Government in the United Pro- 
really is with to its Form, but ings have 
ſuffered great Changes. The Serate — all the Cities, 
are, and were always for Life, but upon the Demiſe of any 
Member a new one was choſen by the Burghers, which being 
found very inconvenient, the Right of filling up fuch Vacancies 
was either yi r and this 
ſmall Alteration has in Proceſs of Time 

which ſhews how much Care ſhould be taken in changing or 
ing with the firſt Springs of Government. 

We have at the Beginning of this Work given a ſuccinct hi- 
ſtorical Deduction of the Progreſs of Commerce the dif- 
ferent Parts of Europe. To which let us add, the Trade of 
Halland aroſe chiefly from the Deſtruction of Antwerp, which, 
when the Civil Wars in the Low-Countries broke out, was, and 
had been the Center of Traffick in Europe. The Troubles in 
France, the Wars in Germany, and the religious Perſecutions ſet 
on foot in other Parts of Exurofe, contributed to fill the Unzted 
Provinces with People, merely t ecaufe here they might enjoy thar 
Conſciences, and the Fruits of their Induſtry, in Peace. Thoſe who 
reſorted thither were ſuch as had wherewithal to live upon, or 
were acquainted with fome Manufacture or Myſtery, by which 
a Living might be obtained. Both were welcome, and both 
Sorts of People were very ſoon at their Eaſe; new Munufac- 

tures 
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tures were every Day ſet on foot, and Trades too big even for 
2 wealthy Purſe, were managed with Facility, and to great 


Advantage, by joint Stocks ; the Fiſheries were annually im- 
proved, new Branches of Commerce were continnally opened, 
and in the Compaſs of twenty Years, their Villages ſwelled into 
fair Towns, and thoſe that were good Towns before, roſe into 
rich Cities. At firſt the Inhabitants of thoſe Provinces carried 
on a large Trade to Portugal, from whence they received great 
Quantities of Indian Goods; but when Philip II. became Maſter 


antages. This encouraged them 
I:/t-India Company, and that too became no leſs 
ing in a very ſhort Space of Time. The Subjects of the 
States likewiſe, by the Recommendation, 
tection of the French King Henry IN. obtained Leave 
in all the Ports within the Dominions of the Grand Seignior ; 
ſo that their Commerce in the Levant became alſo within this 
Period very confiderable. Taking therefore their Fiſheries, 
Manufactures, and foreign Trade „ we may eaſily ac- 
count for the Growth of their Naval Power, the Increaſe of their 
Wealth, and the Poſſibility of their ſuſtaining that infinite Va- 
riety of Taxes, Cuſtoms, and Exciſes, which were 
ſuppert ſo long and ſo expenſive a War, as that by which their 
Libertics were eſtabliſhed and ſecured. 

We ought likewiſe to obſerve, that the Situation of Affairs 
through this whole Period were remarkably favourable 


y or ny 
to give all the Aſſiſtance poſſible tants of 
Provinces upon their Revolt ; and the inteſtine Diſturbances in 
ſeveral Countries, but more eſpecially in G 
prevented their 
that England 
and increaſe her Naval Power, yet this was ſo far from being 
any Detriment, that it was in reality of very great Service to 
the Dutch, with whom they acted conjunctiy in warlike Ex- 
peditions, and from whom, by the Temptation of high Wages, 


2 and I g- Indies. The Quarrel between England 


unſe Towns turned alſo very much to their Advantage ; 
in ſhort, before any Spirit of Envy or Emulation aroſe, the 
Republick was not only beyond the Reach of 


ery 

advanced, as to the ſudden and immenſe Growth of the 
Commerce of this Republick. The original Fund or Capital 
of their Eaft- India „was in their e ſixty Tons 
of Gold, by which Ph a Ton of Gold, is ood One 
hundred thouſand Florins, r about Ten thoufand Pounds Ster- 
ling, fo that this Capital was very little above Six hundred thou- 
fand Pounds of our Money. In the Space of Six Years, deducting 
all their Cofts and which were great, and their 
Dividends, which were extremely high, the Fund or Capital of 
that Company increaſed notwithſtanding to Six hundred Tons 
of Six Millions Sterling. It is in- 
any thing like 
ion ſince, but in Point of Wealth, nt of Domi- 
. nions, and real Power, the Dutch Eaft- India Company is at this 
Day, not only beyond any Compariſon with all other Com- 
mercial iſhments, but might be eſteemed a very potent 
State of itſelf, if it was independent of their High Mightineſſes. 
The Governor General, who reſides at Bata via, and is Supreme 
in civil and military Affairs, has the State, the Court, and the 
Appointments of a Sovereign Prince ; makes War and Peace at 
his Pleaſure, can aſſemble an Army of Twenty or Thirty thou- 
fand Men, and if Occafton ſhould require, could put to Sea a 
Fleet of fifty Sail of the Line of Battle, without building a Ship. 

A Power ſuperior to any thing Trade ever produced elſcwhere | 
The J/:/t- India Company was at the Beginning as great and 
25 fortunate, but they ruined themſelves by making too large 
Dividends, and by neglecting Trade, that they might attend to 
their Conqueſts, which however was very cxcuſable, while they 
were 
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were Maſters of Brazil, of which they might have continued 
Maſters, if they had purſued the Example of the Eaft- India Com- 
pany, and had confided in Count Maurice of Naſſau, to whom 
they ſtood in a great meaſure indebted for thoſe important Con- 
ery inconſiderable in reſpect 


Narth, we may very eafily conceive how the 
United Provinces, at the Beginning of the laſt Century, came to 
have more Shipping than all the reſt of Europe We 
may likewiſe, by reviewing in our own Minds the 
have fince happened 


that 
in the Affairs of Europe, the great Applica- 


tion of this and other Nations, to tz promating IEP and 
encouraging Commerce, comprehend without any Di ty how 


this Proportion has been altered to the Degree which has been ſet 
forth in the Beginning of this Work ; notwithſtanding which, 
the Republick of the United Provinces ſtill is, and has ſtill the 
Capacity of maintaining the Rank of, a very great Maritime 


But beſides the Reaſons before aſſigned for the ſpeedy Progreſs 
of this Republick in Power, Wealth, and Trade, there are a few 
Points that ought not to be omitted, becauſe have been leſs 
obſerved than thoſe beforementioned, by moſt of the Authors who 
have treated this Subject. The Barrenneſs of the Scil and want of 
Subfaſtence in Holland, and W:/t- Friefland, was a principal Cauſe 
cf Induſtry and Wealth; for People not being able to live there 
with the Practice of ordinary Labour, were to join 
that of their Head with their Hands, and to make F ity the 
Steward of what was acquired ro z which ſoon 

into ſuch Habits of Thinking, Working, and Saving, as rendered 
thoſe Countries famous, and drew thither all who had a little 
Money to live upon, and were willing to i e it to the beſt 
of their Power. In the next place, a great Part of the People 
that were drawn into theſe Provinces by the Reputation of the 
Liberty enjoyed there, and the Mlildneſs of the Government 

came 
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ng of Spain, which gave them a double Advantage, by 

the Wealth and Power of their Enemy, in the very 
fame Proportion that it ſtrengthened themſclves. Add to all this, 
chat their Government in thoſe Days had really great Adv 


ion, as the Power of human Wiſ⸗ 
dom could provide, or indeed that human Abilities could reach. 
But upon the Demiſe of M illam, the ſecond Prince of Orange, 
the States General aſſumed the executive as well as legiſlative 
Power of the Government into their Hands, and conceiving the 
of falling again under the Dominion 
of a fingle Perſon, made it the capi ject of their Policy to 
ovide againſt it, which had very bad In 3 — 
held another General Aſſembly, in which the Union of 
was ratified. After this, the Lowve/tein Party projected the per- 
petual Edict for aboliſhing the Stadtholderſhip, that is, for de- 
ſtroying the Conſtitution which had been the Parent and Nurſe 
of their Liberties ; they diſmiſſed their beſt Officers, they diſ- 
banded their old Troops, and gave the Command of thoſe that were 
neceſſarily kept up, to their own Friends and Relations. In ſhort, 
their ruling Maxim was that which upon ſome Occaſions they 
made their Motto, Peace and a good Government ; things very 
compatible for a Lime, but which can never ſubſiſt long to- 


' of Time, introduces Effeminacy and 


For Peace, in proceſs 
ion, which of courſe debaſe and infeeble a Govern- 

ment to ſuch a Degree, as to render it incapable of reſiſting ex- 
ternal Invaſion, or inteſtine Commotions ; the former of which 
it invites, and ſeldom fails to kindle the latter. But though 
theſe Miſchiefs might have been obvious enough to able and 
diſintereſted Politicians, yet Concern for private Advantage, 
bid them from the Eyes of the prevailing Faction in theſe Pro- 
vinces, * 
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them ſelves of the Government, which they very ſpeedily effected. 
to the moſt abſolute and incontroulable Degret 


When | ſay they poſſeſſed themſelves of it, I would be under- 
ſtood to mean, they filled by Degrees all Poſts of Honour, Truſt, 
and Profit, with thoſe of their own Party, excluding fuch as were 
well affected to the Family of Orange ; notwithffanding that 
Numbers of them had ſerved their Country with equal Fidelity 
and Reputation. This produced here what it has ever 
in all Countries, where any thing of the like kind has happened, 
Envy, Diſcuntent, Jealouſies, Heats and Animoſities, equally de- 
ſtructive of private Peace and publick Welfare. Thoſe in Power 
treated ſuch as they had excluded, as if they had been Enemies to 
their Country, and thoſe that were oppreſſed regarded all in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Employments, not as their legal Governors, but as ſo 
many T yrants, who violated thoſe Laws they pretended to admi- 
niſter, and treatcd as Slaves, thoſe whom they ſtiled their Subjects. 

At this Juncture, as we before remarked, the Republick was at 
its greateſt Height in Reſpect to Power, to Wealth and Reputa- 
tion; and this tempted the great Men then at the Head of Affairs, 
to fignalize their Adminiſtration by entering into a War with 
England, which was ſuddenly become a Republick alſo. What 
they hoped would have added Strength and Fame to that Autho- 
rity, of which they were juſt become abſolute Maſters, had the 
quite contrary Effect, for it exhauſted their Naval Power, and by 
its unfortunate i ſſue lefſened their Credit extremely. This they 
aſcribed to the Diſaffection of ſome Officers they were obliged 
to employ, and to the Contagion of their Principles among the 
Seamen, which acquired ſome degree of Probability, by their 
managing with much better Succeſs a ſecond War with that Na- 
tion, after the Reſtoration of its Monarchy, and when the Lau- 
veſtein Faclion employed none but their own Creatures. Their 
good Fortune, however, as it made them inſolent, fo it rendered 
them hated ; for tho' John De I itt who was at the Head of Af- 
fairs lived very modeſtly, and acted with great Moderation, yet 
his Brother Cornelius, tho' he too a brave and able Man, had 
ſuch a Tincture of Vanity, and conducted every thing with 
ſuch an Eclat, as raiſed the Envy of the better Sort, as much as 
it excited the Jealouſy and Averſion of the Populace. 

This Situation of their Affairs, and the extraordinary Power 
of Lewis XIV, made it neceſſary for the Governors of the Re- 
publick to court him, which tho” they ſometimes did, yet ſuch 
was the haughty Spirit of their Adminiſtration, that by a wanton 
Diſplay of what they took to be the Effects of their great Wiſ- 

— to 
enter 


dom and gocd Fortune, they provoked this great 
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enter into a Confederacy, which aimed at no leſs than the De- 
ſtruction of the Republick. This produced the Invaſion of i672; 
and as. that appeared to the People the mere Effects of the often. 
tatious Pride of their Rulers, it brought about a ſudden, and in 
ſome a bloody Revolution, the two De I itt. being 
murdered by the Mob, the Lowocftein Syſtem entirely diſſolved, 
and M illiam the third Prince of Orange, by the Abolition of the 

Edict, reſtored to the high Offices which his Anceſtors 
diſcharged with ſo much Glory. 
great Courage and Prudence with which he conducted 
that War, ou extri 


cated his Co from Difficultics very little 
inferior to againſt which his Great Grandfather ſtruggled, 
2 the ſtable Poſſeſſion of thoſe Honours which the 

inations of his Countrymen had beſtowed, and fixed his Au- 
thority upon a firm as well as legal Bafis. When that great Prince 


raiſed himſelf to the Throne of the Britiſb Dominions, he ſtill 


ſecretly diminiſhed, while in out- 

greateſt height. The Remains of 
m Faction, partly by Compliance, and partly by 
dint of the great Intereſt of their Families, crept again into 
Emplovments, ſo that at the Demiſe of King William, they be- 
came once more in ſome meaſure Maſters, and being taught 
Prudence and Moderation by Adverſity, ſtrengthened themſelves 
imperceptibly, and at length ſettled their oligarchic Sway upon 
a much broader Foundation than it had ever ſtood before. 

It is not known to many People, but the matter of Fact is 
nevertheleſs true, that the protracting the laſt general War, and 
the continual Oppoſition given by the Field Deputies of the States 
to the Duke of Marlborough, more eſpecially at his firſt Entrance 
upon his Command of the Army of the Allies, was owing 
entirely to this State of Things. The Larveſtein Faction were 
afraid, that if either a Battle ſhould be loſt, or their Troops re- 
moved at any Diftance from their Frontiers, the Inhabitants of 
the great Cities would diſcover that Diſſike, which they knew 
they bore to their Proceedings. The happy Progreſs of that War 
made them eaſier by Degrees, more eſpecially after the unfortu- 
nate Death of his Serene Higneſs the Prince of Orange and 
Naſſau, Father to the late excellent Stad:holder, who was drown- 
ed in his Paſſage at Morcdyte, July the 14th, 1711, as he was 
coming to the Hague, to ſettle all Points in difference between 
the King of Pruſſia and himſelf, in relation to the Succeſſion ; 
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the late King F/illiam the third ; the Prince being Heir by Will, 
and the King by Deſcent. 

By this deplorable Accident in ſo critical a Seaſon, when the 


ive, and at the fame time it ruined in a manner all 
che Hopes of thoſe who were either attached by Inclination, or 


arty taking the Advantage therefore of this favour- 
able Opportunity, exerted their utmoſt Skill and Power in dif- 
r. 
much as ö a 
in which if they did not act as 
behaved wiſely upon Party Principles ; 
and i i was attended with all the Suc- 
ceſs they could wiſh, as in other Countries is generally the Caſe, 


was kind to his poor Neighbours, and took pains to be acquaint- 
ed with the better Sort at the fame time, he was held in i 
cion, and if he attempted to into the Magi 
accounted a ous Man.. Apprehenſions, 
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if 
Z 


laſt 
1 may ſafely appeal to the Hiſtory of 
that of this Republick in particular, for the Proof of what I 


or rather patching up of Peace; the military Eſtabli 
ſuffered to run into great Diſorder, their maritime Power 


declined, ſhe was in no Condition to undertake any 
traordinary to deliver her out of this Plight, but 
to attach herſelf ſome way or other to her Neighbours, fo as to 
be ſure of Support, and to be kept out of Danger of taking up 
Arms. Yer even in theſe Circumſtances there wanted not 


they 
re 
their Stadtholder, 1 Oppoſition that 
ince of 
exceſſively. 


L the woah and this 
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Government, which was to take care of themſelves, 
what would become of the reſt of the World; the 
ceeded from their Fear, for it was now evident 
the People abhorred fo diſhonourable a Meafure, and 
clined to hazard any thing, rather than fink into fo 
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would be impoſſible to call them, on the Score of a very dan- 


gerous Diſtemper, with which his Serene Highneſs was then 
afflicted, the Iſſue of which being N kept the Hopes 


promiſed them, 
the Work of Reformation, and reſolved to demoliſh the Farms. 
When once this Humour broke out, it ſpread like Wildfire. 
Publicans were ever hated in all Countries, and by all Nations ; 
that is, thoſe who ſpoil their Neighbours under of exe- 
cuting the Laws, but in —_ enrich themſelves. This 
was plainly and undeniably the Caſe of the Farmers, from the 
rr they might dcrive 
the Laws, there is no doubt that their Infolence, their Luxu- 
ry, and their Profuſion, was their own ; and for theſe they 
were moſt juſtly puniſhed. 
One would have imagi 
Way of putting a ſtop to theſe Diſorders, had been to have com- 
Emory; and this wen the very Meleed whe the Mig 
anuary; and this was | to whi 
e ined to have recourſe; but the Lovers 
of the old 8 who could not bear the thoughts of loſing 
the Farms and the Farmers, which afforded at once a Re- 
venue, and a numerous Militia, in cancelled the pub- 
Magiſtrates, and endeavoured to maintain, as 


2 own Meaſures behind his 1 itles. 
is, tho well contrived, proved but a very feeble Expedient. 
Weak and infirm as his Highneſs was, he ſhewed the true Spirit, 


and generous Reſolution of his illuſtrious Family; he came in Per- 
K k 2 fon 
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fon 2 offered that Jags ay wh which gave new Life to the 
Republick, by ſhewing the Plan upon which he meant to 
ceed, and that he — in earneſt reſolved to put the Govern. 
ment 


its old and right Foundation, the Love, the Fidelity, 
and Confidence of all its — ects. 
NR hneſs's ſubſequen viour, in * to the Tu 
— the Pains — to ſatisfy the People of Fried 
— roningen, his Care in reference to the Diſturbances 
den, his bei acre ts ng the Fakes of hop the 
ſupreme Direction of \ffairs belonging to the Eaft-India Com. 
y, and diſcharging it in ſuch a manner, as to excite a De. 
e in the Proprietors of the II g- India Company to veſt the 
like Meafure of Authority in his Hands, plainly proved that 
he inherited the Virtues and great Qualities of his illuſtrious 
Houſe, and ſeemed to be raiſed up * to deliver the 
Republick from the Jaws of Gate (a Monfter leſs hideous 
indeed, but more ſubtle, and to the full as inexorable as 
Tyranny herſelf ) by his Wiſdom and Virtue. 

The whole of this Prince's Adminiſtration might, without 
Partiality, and with great Propriety, be ſtiled a continual Diſ- 
vlay of his Aﬀection for his Country, I 
men, — UA nities were 
no otherwiſe pleaſing pn on A bog. orded 
portunity of removing Ev to the People. It 
tion, and the beſt Inclination ? the World, he could do but 
little. Like a Huſbandman r in the Cultivation of 
A 1 Soil, he ploughed ſowed without receiving 

any Return, or at leaſt a very ſmall one, in the Harveſt. Under 
theſe Difficulties his Spirit rather roſe than fell ; and he was al- 
ways offering ſome new Expedient for the Benefit of the State, 
or for the Service of the People, notwi were al- 
moſt always rejected. He "puſhed with the moſt Vigour the 
Performance of thoſe Promiſcs that had been made to the Pub- 
lick ; and in all human Probability he would at length have 
iled ſo far as to have ſeen them executed in their utmoſt 
of which the preſent Generation have now but weak 
Expectations. 

At the Time when. for certain Reaſons, he proper 
make a Tour to Aix la Chapelle, he cauſed the great Scheme 
the REVIVAL cf TRADE to be laid before the States in 
Abſence, that they might deliberate freely upon it, and 

what Share of Merit to themſelves they pleaſed. If 
is had been the only ſhining, x it was almoſt the ſt 42 


err 


ö 


— 


JJ... ͤͤ—¹!;. 2 ⅛ du ] :ü 


— 


— — 


[ 501 ] 

of his Adminiſtration, it ought to have rendered his M 
immortal, as it was indubitably one of the worthieſt and 
Actions his high Dignity enabled him to perform. He could 
not be ſuppoſed to underſtand Commerce, as a Merchant; 
he never affected any kind of Knowledge that did not become 
him. He underſtood it however as a Prince, he knew that 
it was the ſole Foundation of Maritime Power, he ſaw that 
the State roſe as it roſe, and that it declined as it d 

le judged therefore, and he judged wiſely, that the moſt ſpeedy, 
certain, and effeftual Method to reſtore the Affairs of the Re- 
publick, was to revive Commerce; and having formed this 
great and fal Project, he did next what Princes are leaſt 
inclined to do, he fought, he obtained, and he followed the 


beſt Advice. 
It had been glorious for him, and happy for his Country, if 
he had lived to purſue and perfect this great which 


procured him the folemn Thanks of the City of Am/terdam, 
and the univerſal Attachment of the whole mercantile Intereſt 
in Halland. But Providence otherwiſe decreed ; and tho” at his 
Return from Aix la Chapelle, his Highneſs appeared in a better 
State of Health than for many Years before, yet he ſoon after fell 
ill of a Fever, which in a very ſhort Time bereaved the United 
Provinces of their Beft-belaved Stadtholder ; for that was the 
Epithet beſtowed on him by the Voice of the People ; and de- 

ived Europe of a Prince, whoſe Virtucs added Luſtre to his 
Dignizy, in the Prime of his Life ; for he was but in the fortieth 
Year of his Age; and when he was moſt in a Condition to exe- 
cute the great and good Deſigns he had ever meditated for the 
Benefit of the Republick. 

Immediately upen his Death the States General chearfully, 
punctually, and honourably executed the conſtitutional Settle- 
ment, in acknowledging the Count de Buren his Son for their 
Hereditary Stadtholder, and her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of 
Orange, his Widow, in Quality of Governeſs General during 
the Minority. What will follow is in the Womb of Time, 
and may it bring forth propitious Events to the Peace of this 
Country, the Proſperity of the Proteſtant Intereſt, and the In- 
dependency and Tranquility of Chriftendom ! 

All the ſenſible and diſintereſted Part of the Dutch Nation, 
are by this time convinced, that the Notion of a perfect Demo- 
cracy, and a Form of Government founded on an Equality of 
Wealth and Power, is mere Deluſion, invented and preached up 
by ſuch, as mean to puſſeſs themſelves of as much of both as 

K k 3 they 
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can poſſibly and then cover themſelves and the; 
Aﬀociates with | 1 83 Title of the Rulers of _- 
People, when they are in Fact no more than Leaders 3 
tain Faction. The Nation muſt be fatis:.. rom Experic,, 
that ſuch a Regimen as this, participates of both Lxtremes, 6. 
5 narchy ; inclining to the ſormer in a Scaſon of 

Peace, and declining towards the latter in a Time of 
Trouble. The Dutch Nation muſt by this time appreheng, 
that the only natural Poize in their Conſtitution is the Power of 
a Stadtholder; in whom an Exccis of Authority can never he 
apprehended, while that innate Love of Liberty, for which 
they have been ever famous, continues to glow in their Bo- 
ſoms, and whoſe Authority will by Degrecs cxtinguiſh thoſe 
Attempts, that crafty and ſeditious Men may inſpire their Tools 
to make, in order to create freſh Confuſions. Harmony and 
Perfeftion are the Works of Lime, as well as Wiſdom, and 
the Continuance of Peace will without doubt bring them to 
that Maturity, which will effectually reſtore the d ick State 
of their Affairs. 


incompatible with an unſettled of Things. 
however muſt not be adhered to, without due 
the other two, ſince Peace, like Gold, may be bought too dear, 
and nothing can be ſo prejudicial to Commerce, as to make it a 
Pretence for betraying the Dignity, and finking the Credit of 
the State, by which it muſt in time be weakened, and in the 
End loſt, and Treaties of a defenſive Nature are to 
be made with great Deliberation, but are ſacred when once 
concluded, and muſt be at all Events fulfilled, that the Repub- 
lick may have a clear Title to the Aſſiſtance of her Allies when- 
ever her Circumſtances may require it. But that Peace may 
produce thoſe Fruits that are expected from it ; that the Endea- 
vours of the Republick may prove ſucceſsful in the Cauſe of her 
Friends ; and that her Allies may never be deterred from com- 
plying with their Engagements in her Favour ; it is abſolutely 
neceſſary that the Ballance ſhould be preſerved. For this Maxim, 
as it gave Being to the Republick, which was ſupported in its 
Infancy, in order to lefien the exorbitant Power of Spain; ſo if 
ever the Ballance ſhould be loſt, it is ſure to feel the bad _— 
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is likewi 
Princes of Germany, who on the other fide have 


Affairs require it, to 
But above all, ſhe is 
with his Pruſſian Majeſty 
ceſſion of Power which that Monarch has obtained, as his being 
her near Neighbour, in Conſequence of having Part of Guelder- 
land yielded to him by the Treaty of Utrecht ; the Duchy of 
Cleves, by his Treaty of Partition with the Elector Palatine ; 
the Diſtricts that fell to him as joint Heir of King Wilkam 
III; and the Principality of Eaft Friefland, which is uired 
by the Extinction of the Line of its ancient Princes. ith 
all theſe Powers, the Republick is under E ments by ſo- 
lemn Treaties, and it is by an exact Performance of theſe, that 
ſhe muſt maintain her Rank, her Reputation, and the Benefits 
Kk4 N which 


504 
which reſult to her Subjects, from the Conſtitution of her Go- 
vernment; which in virtue of thoſe Treaties, all theſe Powers 
are bound to maintain. 


wy 71 when this Union has fu 
and ſtill fee! the bad Effects of bei 


their Maritime Forces being ft t Variance, and em 
Ss of Gale comms Bobbie It is indeed true, that 
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S 


Of the true Intereſt of Great Britain, with reſpec? 
to the other Powers of 


HE gradual Changes that have happened in the Circum- 
ſtances of this Nation, may be very Derr 

to had a ſtrong Influence upon its Intereſts this 
it had, 

who 


does not Coen ts hens han Gd l 
we ſhould ſcarce find ſo many People as there really are, 

adhere to the old Notions laid down by ſome of our Patriots 
„that the true Intereſt 
their Aﬀairs as diſtin 


a View of convincing ages 
not to pa reſpect to 

K againſt the 
in Faſhion, but ought to regard 
Wars, and foreign Acquiſitions, gratify 

Spirit of ambitious Men, at the Expence of their Country 
which had been often exhauſted, but never received any real 


laid down by him, and how well ſoever it might be fi 
by the Inſtances which he has produced, it has nothing 
with the preſent State of our Affairs; and the only Uſe that can 
be made of it, is ſo far to examine it, as that we may be con- 
vinced of the Truth of this Obſervation. The Expeditions made 
by our ancient Princes for the Maintenance of the Countries 
2 poſſeſſed in France, or in n Claim a. that 
rown, might very probably impoveri is Nation, and how 
much E * enlarge the Power, or exalt 
the Glory of thoſe Monarchs, they might be far enough from be- 
ing 


[ 506 ] 


ing uſeful to their Subjects. It is however very poſſible that 
they might be in fume meaſure neceſſary, as our Conſtitution 
then ſtood ; and we ſhall have the more Reaſon to credit this, 
if we conſider that ſuch of our Princes were always moſt 
popular at home, as made themſelves renowned by their vic- 
torious Arms abroad, and that ſuch as purſued a contrary Con- 
duct, were very ſeldom free from domeſtick Inſurrections, or 
foreign Invaſions. = 


TY 
TH 


to in the 
thought, that 
d have prevented the French 
the Duchy of Bretagne to his Crown, 
appear that this was at all in his Power. He 
er, of the Jealouſy which the Nation conceived 
Acceſſion to the French Power, and 
in a War againſt France, for the Proſecution of which 
vaſt Supplies granted him by Parliament. Yet he did 
after all this carry on that War in the Manner that was 
but contented himſelf with making, from the Terror 
of his Arms, a Peace upon very advantageous Terms, that 
laſted during his Life, by which he ſecured to himſelf an 
annual Tribute from two French Monarchs ſucceſſively, and 
which left them at full Liberty to purſue their Deſigns in 
Italy, that exhauſted their Treaſures, and weakened deb ns 
as much as a War with England would have done, and proved 
conſequentlv more to his Advaniage. He took care likewiſe 
during that Peace this Meaſure procured, to enter into a ftrict 
Alliance with the Houſe of Auffria, which was a very right 
Connection at that Lime, cemented that Alliance by a Marriage, 
and married his own Daughter to the King of Scots, which, as 
he foreſaw, united in Proceſs of Time the whole Iſland into one 
Kingdom. The true Inference therefore from his Conduct is 
this, that the intermeddling more or leſs with the Affairs of 
the Continent is right or wrong, according to the Judgment the 
Prince who intermeddles forms of the Situation and Circum- 
ſtances of I hing>. The 
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The Figure that Great Britain makes at preſent in E 
ariſes from her being in a Situation very different from 
ſhe held in Tiny 8 ; _—_—_—_— preſent Greatneſs to 
Maxims very difterent from ing every thi 
that ike whos the Bounds of our own The 
wife Queen Elizabeth, who laid the Foundation of that 
Wealth and Power which we now poſſeſs, acted upon quite 
different Principles, and was fo far from paying no Attention 
to foreign Affairs, that it plainly appears they were never fo 
well underſtood or managed as in her Time. She it was that 
prevented Philip II. from accompliſhing his Scheme of uni- 
verſal Empire, not barely by providing for the Security of 
her Dominions at home, but by employing both Money and 
Men to occupy him with perpetual Diverſions abroad. She 
prevented France from becoming a Province to Spain, which 
muſt have been fatal to the Liberties of Europe; and ſhe af- 
| forded that Aſſiſtance to the States of the United Provinces, 
that enabled them to become an independent Republick, which 
has in ſucceeding Times contributed ſo much to preſerve the In- 
dependence of the Eur:pcan Powers againtt the ambitious Views 
of the Houſe of Bourbon. 

It is true, that the likewiſe promoted the Navigation and 
Commerce of her Subjects, opened a Paſſage for them into 
both the Indies, and excited that Spirit which afterwards in- 
duced us to make Settlements in the mo{t diſtant Parts of the 
Globe; and by a wiſe and happy Conjunction of our Labours 
both there and in Britain, at once extended our Wealth and 
Power, without the leaft Diminution of our People, contrary to 
the Effects of Plantations made from other Countries, which 
have ſuffered at home, by aggrandizing themſelves abroad; 
whereas cur domeſtic Power is conſtantly augmented, in Pro- 
portion to the Advantages derived from our Settlements abroad; 
and to this Circulation of our Commerce it is in reality owe- 
ing, that our Strength is ſo much greater, our Lands fo much 
more valuable, and our intrinſic Wealth ſo much increaſed, 
as it is ſince that Time; and this, in ſpite of long Wars, and 
hs intervening Accidents, not at all favourable to our In- 
tereits. 

This may look like a Paradox to ſome, and there be 
others wo perhaps will regard it as a thing taken upon Truft. 
But in reality the Facts are abſolutely certain, and it is to the 
wonderful Growth of our Plantations that we owe the Str 
and Populouſnefs of this Iſland, which could never otherwiſe have 
attained its preſent Condition. A very little Aicntion will 
make this plain. The Commoditics and Slanufactures of any 

Country 
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Country have a certain Limit, beyond which it is impoſſible 
without an Alteration of Cn 
» when they are carried fo high, as that no new Markets 
domeſtick Induſtry can proceed no farther. 
Now it is owing to our Colonies, that hitherto we have not 
been very ſenſible of this Truth; for the People ſettled 
there, from a Variety of Cauſes, into which I have not room 
at preſent, take off much greater Quantities of our 
ities and Manufactures, than if they had remained at 
home. So that one of our Countrymen eſtabliſned in America, 
finds full Employment for ſeveral Hands here ; and as full Em- 


of People at home. As this Method of arguing ſhews the 
Reaſon of the Thing, fo the Truth of it may be likewiſe de- 
monſtrated from Experience. It is certain, that the Number 
of —_ City of Londan is about five times as great as 
at the of Queen Elizabeth; and tho” it cannot be ſup- 
poſed, that the Number of People in this Iſland hath increaſed 
in the ſame Proportion, yet it is certain that they have very 
much increaſed, as is apparent from the Growth of other great 
Cities, the ſwelling of ſmall Villages into large Towns, and the 
raiſing on our Coaſts of many new Sea Ports. It may indeed 
be objected, that if People remove out of the Country into 
Towns, this 1 the Number of their Inhabitants, 
t not that of the Nation, but then the Fact muſt be proved, 
which is a thing impoſſible; for ſuch as dwell in great Towns 
conſume a larger Quantity of Proviſions, and all other Neceſ- 
faries, than ſuch as live ſcattered up and down the Country, 
they muſt conſequently be ſupplied with theſe, and therefore the 
Growth of Towns muſt increaſe the Number of People in the 
Country about them. Thus the farther we trace this Matter, 
the clearer and the more certain it appears, and therefore what 
is deduced from it cannot be rationally called in queſtion. 
We may from hence likewiſe diſcern how the other Parts 
of the Br:t;h Dominions have alſo increaſed in the Number 
of their Inhabitants, as well as England, and have reaped a 
proportionable Benefit from ſo happy a Change in their Cir- 
cumſtances; which as it demonſtrates how much they owe to 
that excellent Conſtitution under which they live, fo it is like- 
wiſe an evident Proof that it is the Intcreſt, and ought to be 
the Care of ſuch as arc intruſted with the Adminiſtration of 
the Government, to ſee that every Part of the Brit: Empire 
enjoys to the full the Ailvantages derived from the Laws, and 
that glorious Freedum which is the Reſut of their being _ 
tallied 
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tained in full Vigour. The Subjects as well as the Soil are ever 
to be taken into our Notion of the iti Empire; and as Obe- 
dience is expected from ſuch as are ever fo remote, as well as 
thoſe who are near the Center of Government, ſo they are en- 
titled to the ſame Protection and ; which while 
they receive, there is no doubt that our Affairs will continue 
in a Condition, and the Fears which many have 
entertained, that ſome of our diſtant Colonies may ſome time 
or other theow off their Obedience to their Mother Conniny, 
will be but Dreams and Vapours ; for in the Body Politick, as 
in the Natural Body, while the vital Parts are ſtrong and found, 
the Circulation will be every where briſk and lively, and the 
Effects of it perfectly felt, to its very Extremities. 
ety, that though the b. — and Wilde 


on 
r RREITY 
convinced this is all Reality, and not Viſion. 

It is the maintaining the Britiſh Empire in this Situation, 
and thereby providing for the Happineſs of this Nation, that 
as I faid ought to be the ſole Point of View to our Stateſmen 
and Patriots, as of old among the Greeks and Romans. 
Conſtitution like theirs is of a mixt Nature, but one may with- 
out Partiality or Vanity affirm, that it is more 
pounded, fo that Majeity and Liberty not at 
each other, the ive of the Prince being without 
where it may be exerted for his Subjects and the Para- 
mount Prerogative, being this, that the Crown can do no hurt 

a. Bs ON Os reſin, GE I 
can have no Temptation to enterprize Wars of Conqueſt 
as in former Times; fo that a true Spirit of Patriotiſm can 
never be ſhewn, in oppoſing Projects that will never be ſet 
foot; A - - ogg ny no 
or Pretenſions upon our ighbours, there is no 
not ſo much as a plauſible Ground for us to hate 
us. This is the true fundamental Principle of our 
that in reſpect to the Affairs of the Continent, we are 
be governed by any of thoſe 
22 which v 5 and at 3 

dime in adds Ringtone: hey but by this 

2 in Conformity to our natural 
latent with their own. 
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is a Diſtinction often made, chi Foreigners, 
the Intereſt and the Commerce of 22 Britain; but 

ity this is a Diſtinction without a Difference; fur the 

Commerce of the Britiſh Empire are fo inſe- 

they may be very well conſidered as one 

Commerce is that Tie, by which the ſeveral, 

diſtant Parts of this Empire, are connected 

, fo as to be rendered Parts of the ſame 

y Countenance and Protection, but 

Warmth and Nouriſhment from the vital Parts of our Govern- 

ment, of which, if I may be indulged fo figurative an Expreſſion, 

our Monarchy is the Head, and our Liberty the Soul. What- 
ever therefore aſſiſts, promotes, and extends our Commerce, is 
conſiſtent with our Intereſt ; and whatever weakens, impairs, 
or circumſcribes it, is repugnant thereto. We may eaſily, con- 
fidering Things in this light, (and if we conſider them in any 
other, we ſhall deceive ourſelves) derive from thence a true 

Notion of the Intereſt of Great Britain, with reſpect to the 

other Powers of Europe; and be able to judge when that 

Intereſt is really purſucd, and when it is either neglected or 


The firſt Point dictated by our Intereſt, is the maintaining 
others in their Rights, or to make uſe of a more known Term, 
to ſupport the Independency of the Powers of Europe; becauſe 
the engroſſing, ſubjecting, or ſubduing ſeveral Countries under 
one — —— and eren — * contributes to leſſen 
the Number of Inhabitants, to extinguiſh Induſtry amongſt 
them, and conſequently to enſeeble and impoveriſh them, which 
muſt be detrĩimental to us, if we correſpond or trade with them. 

Another Point is, the ſtipulating with foreign Nations 
Terms of Security, Indulgence, and Reſpect for our Subjects, 
and for the Effects which trum time to time they ſhall carry 
into thoſe Courtrics, in return for which we muſt covenant on 
our parts, to do and perform what ſhall be thought reaſonable. 
When thefe Kind cf Alliances are made with due Deliberation, 
they become ſacred Lies with reſpect to us, and we are bound 
te fulfil them punctually; fo that whatever different Form 
App“arances may wear, the true Intereſt of Great Britain is 
always to comply exactly with her Treaties. | 

A third Rule is, to reſent Wrongs done us, vigorouſly and 
without delay, more cſpecially where it is in our Power to do 
it by employing our maritime Force, fince in this Caſe it an- 
iwers 2 double End; firit, it redreſies the Miſchief, whatever it 
is, tor the preſent ; and next, it raiſes our Reputation for the 

85 future, 
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upon good Terms with all the World, and to make it the In- 
tereſt of every Potentate and State in Europe, to court as well as 


in affirming, that the 


it 
a 


is ridiculous to affirm, that whatever 
Nation, becomes y 

its Nature be what it will. 

who think the Royal Character any way 


is, While we remain a Maritime Power. This Conſideration, 
2 to thoſe important Points beforementioned, will always 
inder us from entering into improper or inconſiſtent Treaties, 
cannot fail of keeping up our Reputation in this part of the 
World, and conſequently preſerving that Reſpect to _ Pri- 
Treg, 


to ſuffer any great Alteration within the Compaſs of that 
Period, to which human Foreſight or human Policy can ex- 


by both Parties. It is indeed true, that in reference to 
Commerce we have no leſs Connection with the 
Auſtria, than with many, I may fay with moſt of the 
Powers in Europe; as alſo, that we have ſ her in 
_ _— to ourſelves, without any vi 

iew of ing any immediate Advantage from the 
of thoſe Subfadies, which were fo liberally granted. To thi 
it has been added, that by this wonderful Attachment, 
have greatly promoted the Power and Influence of that 
over the Germanick Body, which how uſeful ſoever it mi 
be to the Sovereigns of that illuſtrious Family, might 
in ſome meaſure to our Prejudice, as it could not fail of givi 
to many of the Princes in Germany, who for 
very Reaſon had recourſe to another Power, at a time when 
if we had dealt more equally, they would have relied ſolely 

us. 

"*Ho notwithſtanding all this, if we confider that the Houſe 
of Auftria is on one Side the great Bulwark of Chriſten- 
dom againſt the Turks, and on the other, the natural Ballance 
againſt France, and alſo a near Neighbour to us in Part of her 
Dominions, it is no Wonder at all, but rather an Honour 
to us, that we have adhered fo cloſely to our En 
In ſupporting that auguſt Family in three ſeveral Wars, we 
. juſtified our Fidelity to our Treaties, which in _—_ 
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Point ever of the hizheſt Conſequence, as it is a Kind of na · 


is the 1 in our foreign well and 
wiſely in ſuſtaining it; neither c any Offence be juſtly 
taken at this by any of the German States, fince if they had 
conſidered it in a true Light, it was as much their Intereſt 
trary 


ours; and many Inſtances might be produced to prove, 
they have injured and weakened themſelves by a con 
duct. If indeed our Partiality to the Houſe of 7 
carried us into the Breach of Treaties with 


or any other Houſe, to the Prejudice of their Neigh 
Charge would be juſt, and the Adminiſtration 
had led us into Meaſures. 

An inveterate Hatred, or a Oppoſition to 

is a Maxim that never was laid down by any wiſe EA Mi- 
niſter, and ought never to be received or countenanced. In 
Queen Elzabeth's Time we aſſiſted the igning Fa- 
mily, and Medals were ſtruck with the Arms of England, France, 
and Helland, as Powers whoſe Intereſts were 
and fo at that Time they were; and our 


uni 
for the French 
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Expences in a juſt Cauſe. It is that Cauſe that we ſupport 
and not an a hereditary, and groundleſs Averſion to the 
French Nation; for whenever their Stateſmen ſhall abandon that 
Plan which is dangerous and deſtructive in its Nature to them- 
ſelves as well as others, they will infallibly difarm us, and ex. 
tinguiſh that Animoſity which their boundleſs Ambition, and 
not our Obſtinacy or Perverſeneſs, has excited. There have 
been, within the Memory of the preſent Generation, certain 
Seaſons, in which the French Miniſters either really or ſeem- 
ingly laid by thoſe Schemes, and affected to act upon other 
Principles, that very ſoon produced an Alteration in the Con- 
duct of other Powers towards them, which fully juſtifies this 
Obſervation ; and therefore their Politicians have no juſt 
Grounds for imputing to the Fierceneſs of our Manners, that 
Alacrity we have ſhewn in entering into all Alliances agai 
them, but ought rather to aſcribe it to that ReEtitude of A g 
ment which is natural to a free People, and which will alwa 
appear amoneſt us as long as we continue free. 

The Ballance in Italy is thought to concern us more remotely, 
notwithſtanding which, we have hitherto ſhewn a juſt and 
laudable Regard to that likewiſe; and indeed Diftance in this 
Reſpect is of little Conſequence, more eſpecially to a Mari- 
time Power. Our Commerce in the Mediterranean, and in 
the Levant, is of very high Importance, and we cannot but be 
ſenſible, that whatever Alterations have been felt in the Italian 
'Ballance, have likewiſe affected thoſe Branches of our Com- 
merce in a very ſenſible Degree ; ſo that whatever Steps we have 
taken, either during the Continuance of Peace by Negotiations, 
or in Time of War, by ſupporting the only Prince in Italy who 
declared for the common Cauſe, and was true to his own In- 
tereſts, which were likewiſe ours, were right and juſt Meaſures, 
and have no doubt left thoſe Impreſſions which will never be 
effaced by any Arts or Intrigues, whatever may be given out to 
ſerve their own Purpoſes, at certain critical Junctures, by ſuch 
as with they may * 
I be recent Injuries our Merchants have ſuſtaĩined, and the 
great Inſults offered to the Nation by the Corfairs of Barbary, 
will not allow us to doubt, that it is our true Intereſt to kcep 
the Italian States firmly united to us, that when Occaſion re · 
quircs they may afford us all the Conveniencies in their Power 
towards chaſtiſing theſe Infidels, as our uſing vigorous Mea- 


ſures in ſuch Caſcs, and ſending a powerful Fleet into the M. 
diterrancau, will contribute not a little to make us reſpected by 
the [alan Potentates, as well as to obtain Juſtice from thole 
| pytatical 
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tical Governments, tho” for the preſent Things have been 
uſted by milder Meaſurcs. wy " 


Our Affairs with the Crown of Spain have been long in a 


exed Situation, notwithſtanding that it is generally thought 
regent Miniſters have 8 Notions of their own 
Intereit, as to be perſuaded that nothing concerns them more, 
than to live upon good Terms with Great Britain. Without 
any Queſtion it is our Intereſt likewiſe to live in a perfet 
Correſpondence with that Court, and therefore no Pains ought to 
be ſpared that are requiſite to remove all Jealouſies and Diſcon- 
tents on both Sides. It was hoped, that this would have been 
effectually done by the Definitive Treaty of Aix la Chapelle; but 
it ſeems that the Neceſſity of reſtoring the Tranquility of Ex- 
rope, made it requifite to conclude that FURY without adjuſt- 
ing the Differences between the Britiſh Spaniſh Courts, 
which were left to a particular Negotiation, which in part has 
taken place, and in part is ſtill depending. It is from this re- 
maining Negotiation that we are yet to expect an abſolulte 
Concluſion of this important Buſineſs, which as it has proceed- 
ed ſlowly, we have good Ground to whenever it 
is brought to a Determination, will ſettle the Terms of Cor- 
reſpondence to the mutual Satisfaction of both Nations. De- 
lays are very difagreeable in all Points of national Concern, but 
more eſpecially fo in Points of great Conſequence, ſuch as 
undoubtedly is both to us and to them. Yet after all, if 
bearing with theſe Delays, Things can be entirely adjuſted, 
as to leave no Grounds for future Difputes ; inſtead of 
ing up expedient Agreements to ſerve a preſent Turn, whi 
never afford Content to either Party, and are 
obſerved, we ſhall have good Cauſe to excuſe 
and to be well pleaſed with the final Iſſue 
mean time we have the Comfort of knowing, 
the Syſtem of Expedients is exploded ; if 
the leaſt Intention of returning to that 
might have had a Convention long ago. 
better to treat with Clearneſs and Dignity, 
w 0s of Grievances on both Si 

ounds might be thoroughl 

over, and that — Miniſters may 
and wel- concerted Treaty for their Gui 
Subjects of both Crowns may rely, wi 
the Senſe of the reſpective Articles, or any 
being punctually executed. 
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or other of our Allies; which however muſt be done, and done 
with Spirit and Chearfulneſs, if we will remain a free, a great, 
and a People. It is in vain to hope to maintain our 
Characters by a —_— or by a lazy and inactive Be- 
haviour ; if we reaſon ever fo ads with eats 


with them ; and having thus a Stake in their Welfare, it i 
conſulting our own Intereſt, when we fulfil thoſe 
that were entered into, on account of that Stake ; 
inſtead of repining that we are obli 
that it is in our Power, and ſhew 
is in our Will. 
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